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Danny Kaye Routine Saves ‘World 


Citizen’ Garry Da 


Paris, Nov 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Three weeks ago, I was invited to 
a well-known international school 
in the south of France called Ce- 


vanol at Chambon-sur-Lignon by 
the principal, Dr. Andre Trocme 
The school is directly connected 
with the International Fellowship 
of Reconciliation, part of the 
group who manifested recently in 
front of the French Embassy at 


Washington for conscientious ob- 
jection in France 

I had wanted to meet Dr. 
Trocme and his American com- 
panion Howard Schomer, for many 
months. However my _ = schedule 
was such that I could only spend 
one day there, which happened to 
be Sunday. I anticipated as much 
a rest as anything else, thinking 
that Trocme, Schomer and Pastor 
Edward Theis, the active head of 


the school, and I would have a 
nice quiet day together 
When | arrived at two in the 


morning on Sunday I learned that 
there was a church service in the 
morning at 11, and that at 10:30 
outside the church I would in- 
formally meet the students and 
professors. Short luncheon at 12, 
after which Dr. Andre Trocme and 
I would have a short talk till 1:30. 
Then at 2 a meeting was sched- 
uled in the church for all those 
who wanted to meet and hear 
Garry Davis. At 4. at the school 
library one-half mile away, I 
would meet the children from 7 
to 15 after which, around 5, Andre 
Trocmme, Schomer, Theis and my- 
self would have about an hour for 
discussion. My train back to Paris 
was 8:20 and the station was one 
hour and 20 minutes away. 

All this was pretty tight plan- 
ning, of course, but the ride from 


(Continued on page 65) 


Haiti’s Big Monte Carlo 
Pitch During 200th Anni 
Te Lure Yankee Dollars 


By DICK JOSEPH 


: Port-au-Prince, Nov. 15 

Right now it’s a cloud on the 
horizon no bigger than a man’s 
hand (shaking a pair of dice’), but 
& new rival threatens to challenge 
Havana's famed Casino Nacional! as 
the Monte Carlo of the Americas. 
It's Haiti, the French-speaking Ne- 
8ro republic in the Caribbean. less 
than five air-hours from Miami. or 
nine from New York. Being readied 
to tie-in with Haiti’s bi-centennial 
exposition which opens in Port-au- 
Prince Dec. 6 is a gambling setup 
the like of which has seldom been 
seen east of Las Vegas. 

Visitors heavy with the Yankee 
dolar will be able to dispose of 
same at a casino on the exposition 
srounds, at gaming rooms in the 
new hotels, or on a gambling ship 
anchored out in the habor of Port- 
au-Prince, a few hundred yards 
from the fairgrounds. Haitian in- 


(Continued on page 73) 





vis, Ex-Understudy 
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Only in Hollywood 

Hollywood, Nov. 15 
One of those specialty candy 
shoppes here is offering a 
Xmas package of its wares for 
$135 After the candy dis- 
appears the dish joins the 
family silver. 





Video Outpacing 
Sponsor Support 


Television is a grownup industry 
from the standpoint of technology 
and expense but an infant industry 
from the standpoint of income, ac- 





cording to ABC prexy Mark 
Woods. Commenting on cutbacks 
at ABC-TV, NBC-TV and DuMont, 


Woods said, “All of us moved a 
little faster than economic wis- 
dom might dictate,” indicating that 
the TV webs misjudged the growth 
in circulation and advertisers’ sup- 
port for the medium. . 
“Sponsors generally are lagging 
behind video’s growing strength. 
A few, with big enough research 
resources, know the sales impact 
of TV and are getting franchises 


on good time periods, exploring 
and experimenting with  tech- 
niques Others, with less re- 


(Continued on page 75) 


GRIDDERS, CONVENTIONS 
BOOM N.Y. PUBS, SHOWS 


New York niteries and hotels 
last week got their most prosperous 
seige of business since the end of 
the war. Town was loaded for 
several reasons including the three- 
day Armistice day holiday weekend, 
the Notre Darme-North Carolina grid 





which brought more than 30,000 
Tarheels into town, and the Hotei- 
men’s convention which attracted 
a considerable number of out-ot- 
towners. 

This past weekend presented the 
most acute crisis in hotels since 
1945. The N. Y. hotels, already 
taxed to capacity, were referring 
turnaways to Jersey City and New- 
ark. where the inns had a banner 
weekend just taking care of the 
N. Y. overflow. 

The prosperity of the Gotham 
hostels is extending to the current 
week because of the influx of buy- 
ers adding to Christmas stocks. It's 
been impossible to get accommo- 
dations for the early part of the 
week. Some slackening off is ex- 
pected toward the weekend but not 


enough to make an appreciable 
dent in shortage of availabilities 
As a result, cafes experienced 


better than wartime grosses. 
Legit houses similarly were load- 

ed. Apart from the smash musicals, 

shows that had been floundering 


hung out the SRO sign toward aad 


end of the week. 


‘ game at the Yankee Stadium, N. Y.,, 











NE-FOR-ALL AYP 


The Columbia Broadcasting Sys- 
tem, with a parental assist from 
board chairman William S. Paley, 
is currently blueprinting one of the 
most novel “on the air” program 
techniques yet devised. 

If a Jack Benny should sudden- 
ly project himself into the Wednes- 
day night CBS comedy picture or 
a Bing Crosby find himself doing 
“guest” duty on Sunday night, it'll 
all be part of the elaborate scheme 
Paley has formulated for a “one 
big happy showcase” for his top- 
rated stable of stars. 

The integration of the network’s 
comics into the whole program- 
ming pattern is one of the payoffs 
stemming from the Columbia board 


chairman bringing the topflight 
personalities under his personal 


wing As a “stay-tuned-to-CBS” 
technique it’s probably the most in- 
genious use of stars yet formu- 
lated 

The “Paley pattern” is an elabo- 
ration of the recent experimental 
“integration” of the back-to-back 
Benny and “Amos 'n’ Andy” shows 
whereby the comics achieved a pat- 
tern of continuity extending over 
the 60 minutes It would, of 
course, entail a collaborative assist 
from the sponsors, who would pick 
up an additional commercial ride. 

Already the network, it’s under- 
stood, is mapping a similar dove- 
tailing of personalities and formats 
in a bid to hypo the Wednesday 
night lineup of Groucho Marx, 
Bing Crosby and Burns & 
whereby there would be a continu- 
ing “guesting” cycle and integra- 
tion of basic comedy ideas. 

Thus far all the sponsors in- 
volved are reported receptive to 
the plan, in view of the supple- 
mentary plugs extending over the 
90-minute period 

CBS is also anxious to enlarge 
the scope of the Sunday night in- 
tegration pattern, since it lends it- 
self readily to the Sabbath comedy 
lineup. This, however, can only be 
achieved if the clients forego their 

(Continued on page 75) 





Radio’s Tin Panalysis 
WNEW.N. Y., is coming up 


with a psychoanalytic disk 
jockey The indie, demon- 
strating a lively libido, will 
soon preem a Tin Pan-alysis 


series in which a noted psycho- 
analyst will once-over-lightly, 
from the Freudian point of 
view, the lyrics of pop tunes 
Dr. Nador Fodor, Hungari- 
an-born psychologist and 
author of “Search for the Be- 
loved” other tomes, will 
spin current and standard 
platters and then dissect their 
emotional attitudes He feels 
that some hits reveal healthy 


and 


emotional trends, but others 
betray neurotic tendencies 
Ideally, he believes, a good 
ballad should be “an instru- 
ment of emotional integra- 
tion.” 


o¢—--- -- 


DALEY PROGRAMS You, Too 


50c; Bway Angels, Inc., 


Allen, ' 





Mr. Hush Himself 


NBC, as it does every Armis- 
tice Day, had scheduled a min- 
ute of silence on the network 
last Friday (11), to run from 
11 to 11:01 a.m. 

About 10:55, national pro- 
gram chief Tom McCray re- 
ceived a distress call from a 
confused engineer in the N. \¥ 
homeoffice. His query: “Is that 
minute of silence supposed to 
come from Washington or 
NY.” 


Can Be Legit Bankroller For 





‘12th Night’ Cast 
Qutnumbers Aud 


That traditional show business 
anecdote, of the performance at 
which business was so bad that tire 
actors outnumbered the audience, 
actually occurred a few days ago 
on Broadway. It was at the mid- 
week matinee during the next-to- 
final week of “Twelfth Night,” at 
the Empire theatre. There were 
less than a dozen playgoers out 
front, and 17 actors on stage. 

Although the players had been 
told that attendance was brutal for 
that performance, they were un- 
prepared for the actual condition 
of playing to an almost empty 
house. The show became an or- 
deal and they had difficulty get- 
ting through it. As if appreciating 
the situation for the players, how- 
ever, the audience was more than 

(Continued on page 73) 


MARGARET TRUMAN 
DOES NG 4G, DETROIT 


Detroit, Nov. 15 
Margaret Truman had a rough 
time of it in Detroit last week 
On Friday (11) she gave a con- 
cert in a half-empty, huge Masonic 
Temple auditorium All the crix 
wrote disparagingly of her voice 
On Thursday (10) she played a 
losing game of hide and seek with 
the press when she seught to have 


a quiet luncheon at the Detroit 
Athletic Club with Frank Handy. 
Jr. son of a Ypsilanti (Mich) pub- 


Usher. 
page 

Despite the publicity, only 2.000 
showed up the next night to hear 
her sing The auditorium holds 
4,600 Tickets were scaled from 
$1.20 to $3, and the gross was es- 
timated at $4,000. 


Pix of them made front 
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Floats Stock 


Washington, Nov. 15. 

New scheme, which its promoters 
describe as giving small investors 
an opportunity to be backers and 
producers of legit shows, films and 
radio and television shows, has 
been fiied with the Securities & 
Exchange Commission. Under the 
name of Broadway Angels, Inc.. of 
N. Y., it aims to raise $1.000,000 in 
common stock, at le par value per 
share, to be sold at 50c 

Filing the registration statement 
as officers of the corporation 
Wallace G. Garland, president, and 
Hugh J. Devlin, vice president, 
both of New York. Listed as direc- 
tors are John E. Blair, Charles F. 
Leining and Robert C. Jacques, all 
of New York. The statement says 
legit director Martin Manulis, ac- 
tor John Richards, scene designer 
Leo Kerz, publisher-editor Lau- 
rence K. Holland and Jacques 
have agreed to act as professional 
advisers.” 


are 


Control of the corporation will 
be vested with the owners of 500,- 
000 shares of management stock, 
par value 1/10c per share, to be 
sold at 12'¢c each. Garland will 
have 200,000 shares and Devlin 
100.000. Dividends will be divided 
75°> to holders of the commoa 
stock and 25° to holders of the 

(Continued on page 75) 


Gypola, Sally Rand’s Big 
Clicks Cue Carnivals On 
More Top Names Next Yr. 


Tampa, Fla., Nov. 15. 
\s a result of the hefty biz done 
by Gypsy Rose Lee as the flash 
attraction of the Royal American 
Shows the past season, the carny 
will make a regular policy of fea- 
turing a different 





Broadway or 
Hollywood “name” each season, 
according to Carl J. Sedimayr, 
owner of the country’s No. 1 mid- 
way outfit, which closed its tour 
here Sunday (13). Final RAS 


date was under auspices of local 
Shriners, and the show then went 
into its winter quarters at the 
Florida State Fair Grounds here. 

Season was another record- 
breaker, says Sedimayr, and Miss 
Lee topped the draw of last year's 


special attraction, Sally Rand. 
Sedimayr already has some names 
under consideration for 1950, 


while scouting the field for other 
possibilities, and with 5G to 10G 
weekly for 30 weeks as the induce 
ment for a strong drawing card he 
expects no difficulty in interesting 
big name headliners. Other car 
nies, which usually take their cue 
from RAS, also are going in for 
this type of “name” policy 
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Passion Play Preems for ’50 Showings; 
‘Outsider’ Breaks Lang Hold on Lead 


y JOSEF ISRAELS, Il 


+ 
Oberammergau, Nov. 8. 
With the help of 1,000,000 D- 
mark ‘$250.000) loan from the Ba- 
varian provincial government, this 
little mountain town with a world- 
famous name is getting set for one 
of the world’s biggest show biz 
ventures—the 1950 revival of the 
Passion Plas 
4t least 50.000 Americans are 
fivured to be among the 350,000 
Oberammergau hopes to 
lure with one of the world’s most 
impressive flesh shows, employing 
1.500 people on the stage Over 
nances are planned for 
like 5.200 seat Passion- 
which shelters its audi- 
ence while players work under 
open sky in rain, cold and even 
snow, with genuine mountain peaks 
for background. Nor will playgo- 
ers have it easy. Passion Play 
performances last from 8:30 a. m 
to 6 p. m. with a two-hour lunch 
break, and seats are not cushioned. 
Show has been playing the same 
town im much the same form for 
over 300 vears ‘since 1634) at 10- 
year intervals, to fulfill a promise 
the citizenry made to God for spar- 
ing them from the black plague 
which decimated Europe at that 
time. Top interest centered in the 
casting of a new Christ. Alois 
Lang. 58, who played the Savior 
in 1930 and 1934 (latter year was 
a special tricentennial production). 
is now considered too old for the 
part. Furthermore he got the town 
Continued on page 26) 
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COL’S CANTINFLAS PIC 
IN TWO LANGUAGES 


Cantinflas ‘Mario Moreno), Mex- 
jico's top film comic, will make a 
picture in his native country in 
association with Columbia Pictures. 
Comedian worked out the deal 
with Col veepee Nate Spingold 
during a recent stay in New York 

Upcoming film, which has been 
assigned no starting date as yet, 
would be made by Col’s Sidney 
Buchman unit in both Spanish and 
English versions. Columbia, inci- 
dentally. long has been the world- 
wide distributor of Cantinflas’ 
product with exception of the 
{ S. market. 


Veep’s Nuptials on NBC 


St. Louis, Nov. 15. 

Wedding of Vice President Alben 
W. Barkley to Mrs. Carlton Hadley 
here on Friday (18) will receive 
full coverage on both radio and 
television. NBC, while it has not 
yet cleared permission to pick up 
the actua) ceremony, will furnish 
AM and TV audiences with a 
description of the principals and 
guests arriving at the church and 
of a special reception luncheon to 
follow the wedding at the home 
of one of Mrs. Hadley’s friends. 
CBS will cover a reception on radio 
only later in the day, from 4:30 to 
4:45 p.m. 

Actual NBC pickup jobs will be 
done by KSD and KSD-TYV, outlets 
of the St. Loo Post-Dispatch and 
affiliates of NBC, from where they 
will be fed to the radio and tele 
networks. Videocast will start at 
10:45 a.m. outside the church and, 
with a slight break, will run until 
1:30 p.m., with the cameras to be 
moved inside the home in which 
the reception is to be held. 


dition are 





WELFARE ISLAND HOSP 
BADLY NEEDS SHOWS 


Beatrice H. Hill, volunteer ree- 
reational director of the N. Y. 
City Dept. of Hospitals on Welfare 
Island. N. Y., has sent out an SOS 
for volunteer performers to work 
the auditorium ani wards of the 
Goldwater Memorial hospital. Mrs. 
Hill declared the patients barely 
average one every three 
months and there's only one tele- 
vision set on the premises to take 
care of 32 wards 

Hospital houses 1.850 
neurological and spastic patients. 


show 


cardiac 


Selznick Group’s Vaude 
Act Pushes Back Dates 
To Punch Up Routines 


Disappointment of both Loew's 
end David O. Selznick in the per- 
formance of the vaude unit Selz- 
nick sent on the road recently has 
resulted in agreement to tempo- 
rarily shelve four weeks of further 
bookings on Loew's time Mean- 
time. Selznick has brought the 
troupe into New York to have new 
routines written for it and for re- 
staging of the performances. 

The group of six players opened 
at Loew's State, St. Louis, Nov. 1, 
for a week's stand and were pulled 
after that date. They were sup- 
posed to have gone from there to 
Kansas City Cleveland, Buffalo 
and Rochester As things stand 
now. the K. C. date has been 
dropped completely and the rest 
shoved back for two weeks. 

Bert Shevelove. who staged last 
season's Broadway revue. “Small 
Wonder has been employed by 
Selznick to obtain new material for 
the players and to coach them and 


stage their routines Max Wilk 
will gag it up. Disappointment in 
the St. Louis date centered pri- 


marily around the fact that the 
performers didn't have enough of 
an act and came too close to the 
“happy-to-be-here” format. 


froupe consists of Louis Jour- 
dan, Rhonda Fleming. John Agar 
and Rory Calhoun, all Selznick 
contract players. With them in ad- 
Calhoun’s wife, Lita 
Baron, who formerly sang with 
Xavier Cugat’s band under the 
name of Isabelita, and Bob Hop- 
kins. an impressionist, who serves 
as m.c. All are in New York now 
except Calhoun, who had to fly 
back to the Coast for retakes on 
20th-Fox'’s “Ticket to Tomahawk.” | 
Hie'll be east in a few days. 

Traveling with the group is Hy 
Daab, Selznick Coast flack. 


Robeson Mentioned As 
Candidate for N.Y. Gov. 


Albany, Nov. 15. 

Paul Robeson’s name was in- 
cluded in the list of possible Amer- 
ican Labor Party candidates for 
governor next year, in a broadcast 
(12) over WTRY, Troy, by Kirt- 
land |. King, manager of the Al- 
bany bureau of United Press. 

King, pinch hitting for John 
Givney, WTRY news editor and 
political commentator, said that 
either Robeson or Congressman 
Vito Marcantonio might be the 
ALP gubernatorial candidate. j 
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WILL MAHONEY 


‘ rentiv headlining the tap 
n Washingto D), « 
Richard L. Co in the Washing 
n Post started his review with 
VAHONEY SHOWS wy THE 


GACGSTERS’. 
(See Page 62) 








SAGs Move To 


Organize Vidpix 
Widens 4A’s Rift 


Hollywood, Nov. 15. 

The rift between the Screen 
Actors Guild and the five eastern 
talent guilds over the setup of a 
Television Authority widened this 
week with threat of an_ early 
breakout of open jurisdictional 
war. The three-week truce for 
calm discussion of the issues, 
which was arranged at the Oct. 26 
exec board meeting of the Asso- 
ciated Actors & Artistes of Amer- 
ica, ends tomorrow ‘Wed. with 
both sides preparing for the worst. 

SAG took the offensive over 
last weekend when prexy Ronald 
Reagan asserted that the film ac- 
tors intend to proceed with or- 
ganization of its own union in tele- 
vision and will not give up its 
claims over all actors in the mo- 
tion picture field. Speaking at the 
SAG membership meeting Sunday 
(13), Reagan reiterated his union's 
opposition to the TVA _ proposal 
supported by a majority of the 
member guilds within the 4A’s 

In behalf of the SAG's board of 

(Continued on page 67) 





Moscow Tries to Make 


Hollywood’s Face Red 
By Slam at Its Pictures 


Washington, Nov. 15. 

American films are causing an in- 
crease in crime and are readying 
this nation for a new war by glori- 
fying militarism, according to a 
Radio Moscow propaganda broad- 
cast in English, beamed to the 
U. S. last week. Broadcast was 
monitored here by official Govern- 
ment monitors. 

Radio Moscow pointed to recent 
VARIETY reports on weak grosses 
in some cities and interpreted this 
falling-off as due to “more and 
more rank and file Americans . 
turning their backs on the opium 

(Continued on page 67) 


Feteing Hershfield 
On His 50th Anniversary 


Humorist Harry Hershfield’s 
50th anniversary in journalism 
will be marked by a dinner in his 
honor at the Waldorf-Astoria hotel 
on Dec. 3. Proceeds of the event 
will go to the McCosker-Hershfield 
Home for Cardiacs, Hillburn, N.Y.. 
which is jointly sponsored by 
Hershfield and Alfred J. McCos- 
ker, former board chairman of 
WOR, N. Y., 

It's the 13th annual dinner for 
the organization. Others working 
toward maintenance of the home 
include Irving Caesar, Eddie Can- 
tor, Bobby Clark, Jinx Falkenburg, 
Gabriel Heatter, Walter Kiernan, 
Bert Lytell, Mary Margaret Mc- 
Bride, Tex McCrary, Allen Pres- 
cott, Smith & Dale and Toots Shor. 
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Football on P. 65 


_ Marty Glickman's Football 
_— this week on Page 
‘ ‘ 
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Broadway, Incorporated 














By JOE LAURIE, RK. 


| CAST 

BROADWAY, SR.—A guy who has played everything from one o’ cat 

to the Palace. 

BROADWAY, JR.—A youngster in show biz who is being weaned on 

the Borsht Circuit and small nite clubs. 

TIME: Now. 

PLACE: Times Square. 

JUNIOR—Hey, Senior, you're out kinda late. 

| SENIOR—Yeh. I got a great kick tonight. I went to see Mae West in 
“Diamond Lil’.” . 

JR.—How is she? 

SR.—How is she? 
great. 

JR.—I never saw her in shows. I do remember seeing her in pictures 
when I was a kid. And | remember all the kids and grownups Loo, 
always saying, “Come up and see me sometime.” 


SR.—Well, Junior, I've watched her for many years. We started about 
the same time in show biz 1 go away back and remember her 
when she did a tough singing and dancing act with a guy named 
Hogan. The name of the act was Hogan & West. They 
the Imperial theatre on 116th street and Lenox ave., N. \ 
where a lot of us got a start. Georgie Jessel, Eddie Cantor, Walter 
Winchell, Bert Hanlon. Ryan & White and many, many more. 
Mae was always different. | remember in Philly in 1912 when 
she played the Model theatre and the ads read, “A muscle dance 
in a sitting position. It is all in the way she does it and her way 
is all her own.” She sang a song called “Rag, Rag. Rag” and 
ragged it while seated on a chair. She certainly had a wavy all 
her own... and kept it. I remember when she did one of the first 
women nut acts at Hammerstein's; she sang a song, “Isn't She a 
Crazy Thing?” and “Good Night Nurse.” And she had a way of 
her own then, too. I dug up what Sime wrote about her in Varirry 
“There's enough of the act just now to pass if Miss West can be 
taught how to ‘get’ an audience. She's one of the many freak 
persons on the vaudeville stage where freakishness often carries 
more weight than talent, but Miss West should be coached to de- 
liver the full value from her personality.” 

JR.—Gee, she certainly !earned. Look where she is today. 

SR.—She didn’t learn it over night. I saw her on the American Roof 
when she worked with the Gerard Boys. She had plenty of talent 
but she also had a trick dress. She was always making a dress 
adjustment, the straps would kinda come down all through the act 
What a riot! And I remember her when she was billed as the 
Brinkley Gitrl—that was about 1915. 


JR.—Gee, you certainly went West voung man. 

SR.—Not a bad gag kid. And I remember her when she did a sister 
act and Mae for a finish did a boy in evening clothes. Why she 
ever put boy's clothes on I'll never know. And I dug up another 
write-up in Varrety that said, “She must clean up her stvle, she 
has a way of putting dirty meanings into innocent lyrics.’ And 
by golly she has. That's what made Mae West. She was a great 
showman and she kept it in. Who else but Mae West could get 
away with a line I heard her pull at the old Academy of Music on 
14th street. (where the Edison Building now stands, Jr.), when she 
said, “I’m gonna make a picture called ‘Her Wedding Night’ with 
sound effects.” 

JR.—Gee, did they get sore at that? Why, that’s Sunday Schoo! stuff 
compared to the things they are using in nightélubs today 

SR.—You're telling me! I don't like dirt, but it’s the way it’s done. and 
there are very few that put that kind of stuff over and make vou 
like it. It takes a great artist to do it—like Marie Lloyd, Sophie 
Tucker and Mae West ' 

JR.—Go on, tell me more about Mae West. 

SR.—Kid, I can go on for days. | remember seeing her in a show 
called “The Mimic World.” Ben Bard and Jack Pear! were in it 
too. She did a shimmy and did it good too. Then she did an act 
in vaude with Harry Richman, and let me tell you it was an act. 
They were both great in it. and | think it was this act that really 
started both of ‘em on great careers. Richman left Mae and went 
with the Nora Bayes Show and from then on kept going until he 
became a star and one of our great single entertainers. And Mae 
kept going, too. She wrote shows, shows that created sensations, 
like “Sex”; then in 1928 she wrote and played in “Diamond Lil’ "-—— 
the same show I saw open tonight. 

JR.—She’s changed plenty | guess. 

SR.—Not much, except that she’s mellowed. You must remember 
since she first played “Diamond Lil’” she was a terriffic hit in 
pictures. You are not too young to remember her in “She Done 
Him Wrong.” She pulled Paramount out of the red with that one. 

JR.—-She must have been great. 

SR.—What do you mean must have been? She still is great. The gal 
has something that’s different. She has style, personality. She 
takes an ordinary line and makes a gem out of it. I don't know 
of any woman we have ever had on the stage that can play the 
part Mae West plays as well as Mae does. I tell you Junior they 
only come once in a lifetime. And the best part of it is that she 
is a great gai off stage. Easy with a buck for a pal. And she has 
all the oldtimers she could get into the show. 

JR.—Well, at my stage in show biz I don’t go to see the single women. 
I go to see the comics and try to learn something. 

SR.—Well, you have a great chance to learn plenty this week. Go and 
take a gander at my pal Joe E. Lewis at the Copacabana. 

JIR.—I've seen him a dozen times. 

SR.—What do you think of him? 

JR.—He’s the tops I've ever seen on a nightclub floor. 

SR.—You can say that for both of us. And do you know why? 

JR.—Well, because he has plenty of talent. 

SR.—Sure you gotta have talent, but besides that he is always working 
on something new. He has writers working up new siuff all the 
time, songs and wisecracks. He keeps right up to the times. 

JR.—What do you think of the other comics that are around? 

SR.—There are a lot of clever kids around, and they’re gonna be real 
good some day, as soon as they stop doing imitations of each other. 
Everybody sounds like Milton Berle and Milton Berle sounds like 
everybody. . 

JR.—Berle isn’t doing bad Senior. 

SR.—I should say not. He is a great artist. He has the great talent 
of making old gags sound new. The great talent of making them 
seem to have just been hatched in his brain. But the other guys 
are not gifted that way. They are all in the same groove. They 
all have the same style of delivery, the same gestures, even the 
same material. They are nickel-plated comedians; they will soon 
tarnish if they don't change style and material. 

J R.—But material costs dough. 

SR.—Sure, so does opening a haberdashery shop or a hardware store 
or any other buSiness. This is a business son, a big business and 
the guy that has good merchandise will cash in plenty. You see 
Junior, you kids are coming in when the dough is big. Take guys 
like Jimmy Durante, Danny Thomas, Danny Kaye. All have «if- 
ferent styles, different approach, all great artists. They are solid 
gold, they won't tarnish, they'll last for years. 

JR.—Gee, you make me feel like going out and buying new material 
for my act. 

SR.—Swell. I got some stuff I'll sell you. 

I've been using it for years! 


‘* i, | ‘ 
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Why that's like asking how is Man O° War! She's 
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That § 


It’s surefire. Brand new. 
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By HERB GOLDEN 


There’s not much more than his 
name on the screen left to many 
an indie producer these days as 
result of the heavy chunks of the 
picture he must give away to ob- 
tain financing. That was mé ide 
clear by Louis de Rochemont this 
week in laying out for VARIETY 
the details and the problems of 
obtaining the coin for production 
of his “Lost Boundaries.” 

De Rochemont has been left 
with a 2934% interest in the prof- 
its of the film. That wouldn't be 
too bad in the producer’s estima- 
tion if it hadn’t been for certain 
other facts: 

1. He doesn’t start sharing in 
the profits until the pic has earned 
$950,000 in domestic gross. 

2. He put up $146,500 of its 
$518,000 production cost himself. 

3. He personally guaranteed—by 
putting up his home, his automo- 
bile. his farm, his tractor, his bank 
account and his other companies 
every cent of the $300,000 ‘first 
money” and also similarly guaran 
teed completion of the film. 

The “first money” was put up 
by Telinvest Productions, a New 
York outfit recently organized to 
engage in film financing. For its 
$300,000, despite the guarantees, it 
got 6° interest plus 30° of the 
profits. 

Incidentally, Telinvest later laid 
off $275.000 of its loan with Chemi- 
cal Bank & Trust Co., N. Y., at 

(Continued on page 32 





Paul Streger’s Col Post 
Cues Return to Filmers’ 
Eastern Story Setups 


Paul Streger has been named 
eastern story editor of Columbia in 
the first move among the major 
companies toward reestablishment 
or expansion of their studio repre- 
sentation in the east. Universal is 
said likewise to be shopping for a 
New York story chief. 

Columbia and Universal activity 
has all the earmarks of the begin- 
ning of a reversal of the trend 
which set in about two years ago. 
At that time, under stringent de- 
mands for economy, both Col and 
U completely eliminated their 
eastern story departments, while 
other studios curtailed them dras- 
tically. 

Talent -hunting departments in 
New York, which come in the same 
category as the story departments 
in acting as eastern reps of the 
studios on the Coast, were like- 
wise severely trimmed or eliminat- 
ed when the economy axe fell. 
They, too, now are reportedly on 
the verge of being reestablished or 
more fully activated. 

As for their story-hunting activi- 

(Continued on page 31) 


J. Henry Walters, 80, With 
RKO Since ’20, Resigns 


Senator J. Henry Walters, long- 
time legislative rep and attorney 
_for RKO, has resigned his spot 
with the company to retire. Wal- 
ters is close to 80 years old and 
has been gradually cutting his 
chores. He will continue in a con- 
Sultative capacity on _ legislative 
and legal matters. 

RKOer has served with the com- 
Pany since 1920. Before that, he 
was a N. Y. state senator for a 
number of terms. Walters has also 
been active in show biz affairs and 
for some time acted as president 
of the Will Rogers Memorial hos- 
pital which the Variety clubs have 
now taken over. 


Selznick to London 


Hollywood, Nov. 15. 

David O. Selznick planed Sun- 
day (13) to Londéon on two-week 
visit for final editing on “Gone to 

rth,” Jennifer Jones starrer he 
co-produced with Sir Alexander 
orda. 

Miss Jones will return to United 
States with him, 














Jerome Weidman 


has written a too-too-true 


satirical piece 


The Literary Life 
. 7 * 


an interesting byline featare in the 
forthcoming 


44th Anniversary Number 





VARIETY 


EXPECT MAJOR 
DIVORCEMENT 
IN ENG, TOO 


London, Nov. 15. 

Complete divorcement of exhi- 
bition from _ production-distribu- 
tion is expected to highlight the 
Portal Commission report on the 
state of the British film industry 
The Portal Report, long awaited 
by the trade and apparently held 
back until J. Arthur Rank and his 
subsids issued financial reports, is 
due within the next two weeks 

Besides full divorcement, the re- 
port is likely to further favor in- 
dependents by directing that the- 
atre holdings be limited to 50-100 
per circuit, with expectation that 
the maximum.be held to 75 houses. 
Also in furthering leaning to com- 
plete industry split-up, the report 
figures to blast exercising of con- 

(Continued on page 34) 


Morros’ French-Made Pic, 
Produced for 1106, Set 
For 18-Language Dub 


Paris, Nov. 15. 

Boris Morros has just completed 
in Paris a feature-length pic in 
French which he has produced at 
a cost of about $110,000. It was 
scripted, directed and acted by 
Sacha Guitry. The picture is now 
in the can and will be ready for 
release here in time to play the 
Marignan and Marivaux for a 
month, beginning Xmas week. 

The newn’ss of Morros’ scheme 
is to have the original partly re- 
vamped and narrated by talent of 
|various countries, at a cost of 
roughly $40,000 per language. 
Willy Forst, whose first it is since 
the war, is currently making the 
German version here. Morros in- 
tends to operate in 18 languages, 
including English, Italian. Span- 

(Continued on page 14) 

















Dolores on a Bicycle 
From Mex to B.A. to L.A. 


Scheduled to begin work next 
month on Cabrera Films’ “Dona 
Perfecta,” Dolores del Rio will 
plane back to Mexico City at the 
end of next week. Actress arrived 
in New York early this month on 
a pleasure trip.. Besides her De- 
cember film stint, Miss del Rio 
has two pictures lined up for next 
year. Following “Dona Perfecta,” 
she'll make “La Hermita” for Fil- 
mex in Mexico and in September 
she'll go to Buenos Aires to star 
in Argentina Sono Films’ “Valse.” 

Miss del Rio is currently nego- 
tiating with Mexican film producer 
Rudolph Lowenthal, who wants 
her for his forthcoming remake of 
“Maedchen in Uniform.” He re- 
cently acquired these rights. Metro 
is also dickering with her to mak: 
ja picture for them in Hollywood 


BETTER FLOW OF INDIE PRODUCT 





First With the Headaches and Last On UA, EL WR AEST 
Payoff Parade—de Rochemont's Saga POSITION IN YAS. 


While no one Is yet ready to toss 


his hat in the air and shout that | 


the dog days are over for indie 
producers, there’s every indication 
that a loosening of the financial 
stymie of the past few years is 
breathing life back into the lone 
wolf filmmakers. The upturn Jn 
indie fortunes is at the same time 
providing much-needed succor to 
the two companies most dependent 
on their product for existence— 
United Artists and Eagle Lion 

At UA the Justman financing 
deal appears to be nearing a con- 
clusion that would provide coin for 
four to 12 indies within a matter 
of two or three weeks, while at EL, 
exec v.p. William McMillen dis- 
closed that 38 films have been set 
by the company for the first six 
months of 1950 

EL’s good fortune, 
current boon to a" producers, 
stems from a $1,200,000 production 
bankroll it was able to line up from 
private sources a few months ago 
and some coin lined up by N. Peter 
Rathvon. UA'’s deal is a participat- 
ing venture with Joe Justman, who 
heads Motion Picture Centre Stu- 
dio ‘and wants to keep it occupied) 
and a group of pro moneymen who 
are getting an ingenious guarantee 

(Continued on page 10) 


Johnston, Wilson 
To Huddle in D.C. 


Washington, Nov. 15 
The motion picture industry pub- 
relations committee will prob- 


with its con- 





lic 


ably shape up a campaign to get 
rid of the wartime 20° admissions 
tax when the committee meets 


here Dec. 12-13, Erie Johnston told 
a press conference today (15). He 
figured this was one positive step 
which is timely and on which con- 
certed action can be taken by all 
branches of the industry 

Johnston, president of the Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. of America, dis- 
closed that he is slated to huddle 
here Sunday, Nov. 20, with Harold 
Wilson, president of the British 
Board of Trade, to discuss motion 


picture problems of England. Wil- | 


son flies to New York this Friday 
(18) and will continue on to Wash- 


(Continued on page 31) 





|ship and other 
|} dom of expression over the media. 


Legal Action by 3 Indie Circuits As 
Wedge vs. RKO, Loew N. Y. Supremacy 





Dempsey’s 40-60 


Jack Dempsey, who h=s just 
come into show biz as co-pro- 
ducer of United Artists’ “The 
Big Wheel,”’ apparentiy has a 
few angles to each even the 
10°oers, responsible for these 
complicated, three-way stretch 
package deals on the Coast 

The ex-champ has been tour- 
ing Canadian cities refereeing 
wrestling bouts for which he 
has been getting 40° of the 
gross 


FILMS, RADIO IN 
ALLIANCE YS. 
CENSORSHIP 


Washington, Nov. 15 
groundwork was laid here 
tonight (15) toward a fighting al- 
liance between radio and films to 
defend the freedom of the screen 
and ether, and to combat censor- 
attacks upon free- 








The 


Top officials of the Motion Pic- 
ture Assn. of America and the 
National Assn. of Broadcasters 
met at a dinner session at the 
Mayflower hotel to get started on 
what one of them described as “an 
affirmative alliance to fight any 
time the means of communication 
are threatened.” 

Eric Johnston explained earlier 
that the development was “part of 


an extension of a pattern.” It was 
suggested by MPAA, of which 
Johnston is president “It is to 
provide closer liaison,” Johnston 
said, “between elements in related 
fields The first step was the 


motion picture council in Los An- 


geles. Then came the Chicago 
conference, now this meeting with 
radio. We hope to go into other 


(Continued on page 75) 


Ginsberg Back at Studio 
Hollywood, Nov. 15. 
Henry Ginsberg is back at his 
desk after two-week biz and pleas- 
ure trip. 
It included an Havana stopoff. 


National Boxoffice Survey 
Armistice Day Keeps Biz High—‘Jolson’ Tops For 


5th Successive Stanza; 


Improvement in general busi- 
ness news and Armistice Day along 
with some new, strong product will 
help keep biz in principal key 
cities covered by Vartety in higher 
brackets this session. Ending of 
steel strikes is slowly being felt 
in cities like Cleveland and Pitt 
where the walkout had hurt the 
boxoffice severely. 

Leadership is being held by 
“Jolson Sings Again” (Col) for 
fifth successive week, best showing 
ever made in Variety's weekly 
survey. It is nearing the end of 
extended-runs in some cities but 
new launchings and continued 
strength is enabling it to hold to 
the top. 

“Wore Yellow Ribbon” ‘RKO) 
also is maintaining its sock pace 
and holding second position for 
third stanza in succession. Both 
frontrunners are being closely 
pressed by “Forsyte Woman” (M- 
G), which is taking third place. In 
actual money. “Forsyte” is out in 
front with $150,000 from N.Y. 


Music Hall, of course, making this 
possible. 

“Beautiful Doll” (20th), bright 
newcomer, is pushing up into 
fourth slot, and promises to be 
heard from additionally. Fifth 


money is going to “Pinky” (20th) 
while sixth is being captured by 
“Chicago Deadline” (Par). “Every- 
body Does It” (20th) continues to 
baffile because not measuring up 


‘Ribbon’ Again Second 


appraisal, 
coin to 


but 
finish 


to glowing crix 
getting enough 
seventh 

“Big Wheel” (UA), another new- 
comer, is taking over eighth spot, 
“Beyond Forest” (WB), ninth; and 
“Tokyo Joe” (Col), 10th place. 
Long string of pix are doing run- 
ner-up biz, being topped by “Sea- 
biscuit” (WB), “Live By Night” 
(RKO), “Lost Boundaries” (FC) 
and “Doctor and Girl” (M-G). 

“Battleground” (M-G) and “All 
King’s Men” (Col) shape as out- 
standing newcomers, particularly 
the former. It is running so 
strongly on preein week at N. Y. 
Astor that the GI opus may hang 
up a new record, with sock reviews 
helping. “Men” also is big on N_Y. 
preem at Victoria. “Intruder in 
Dust” (‘M-G) is not doing so well 
in L. A. on initial date. 

“Red, Hot, Blue” ‘Par’, pleasing 
in K. C., shapes big in Denver. 
“Christopher Columbus” (U) is 
just okay in L. A. “Savage Splen- 
dor” ‘RKO looks nice in Cincin- 
nati 

“Brimstone” (Rep) is in for a sol- 
id session in Toronto. “Abandoned” 
‘U) looms okay in Buffalo. “Threat” 
(RKO) is brisk In Chi with vaude. 

“Red Danube” (M-G), mild in 
Chi, is okay in Portland and 
Philly. “Hellfire” ‘Rep’, with 
vaude, looks nice in Buff. 

(Complete. Boxaffice Reports 
on Pages 18-19) 


Indie producers were on the 


jmarch in New York this week with 


every indication that the RKO and 
Loew's circuits face a serious 
threat to maintain their predomi- 
nance in the territory. Suit filed 
against RKO last week by the 
Skouras and Metropolitan Play- 
houses chains were only a hint of 
further actions that are being 
aimed at the Loew-RKO theatre 
supremacy by Century and Reade. 

Further ammunition was aimed 


,at the affiliated circuits yesterday 


(Tuesday) by Harry Brandt. He 
| blasted a statement by RKO chief 
Malcolm Kingsberg that the latter 
chain's houses were continuing to 
get RKO product because they 
were the best from the standpoint 
of competitive merit. 

Likewise not insignificant in the 
long-smouldering burn of both ma- 
jor distribs and indie circuits 
against the control of the metro- 
politan booking situation exercised 
uy RKO and Loew's was the preem 
last week of United Artists’ “Black 
Magic” in 60 indie theatres, Not 
able to get the terms it wanted, UA 

(Continued on page 27) 





Matty Fox Cutting 
Film Chores to Rep 
Indonesian Republic 


Matty Fox, veepee and director 
of Universal and board chairman of 
United World Films, U's 16m sub- 
sid, will be swinging increasingly 
into his non-picture activities as 
purchasing agent for the Indone- 
sian Republic now that the new 
government has been recognized 
by the Dutch. Fox expects to trek 
to Indonesia shortly after the first 
of the year to set up the mechanics 


of his U. S. operation. He will be 
in that country for about one 
month before returning to the 
States. 


Fox says he will now devote 90% 
of his time to Indonesia. Balance 
will be spent on UWF in helping 
to set the policies of that company. 

(Continued on page 27) 
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EL GOLDWY! 


“Ticket buyers (sneak preview) .. 

practically fell in love with it and 
made their regard known by laughter | 
a generous use of handkerchiefs and 
an attention which appeared to be 
undivided.” Moticn Piclure Daily 








-- -_ we 


“The same artistry and craftsmanship 
which made ‘The Best Years of Our 
Lives’ one of the decade’s outstanding 
hits.” Boxoffice 


Gene enn wens ov on POMP ERODED! OOTP RRO 


“Poignant, affecting romantic drama.. 
with tenderness, intense feeling and 
much understanding. Easily Miss Hay- 
ward’s best showing of the year.” 
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SANTI AT 


“Deft and sure in wringing the utmost 
ind! from a sound story by winning per- 
fer, formances and socko direction, it can’t 































~ miss popular reception.” Variely 
Q 
ity) - non ; 
“Goldwyn brings to life on the screen 
nip] @ triumphantly tasteful production 
yp] . and casting finesse to delight the lover 
ng of fine acting. The assignment makes 
y,| three hits in a year for director Mark 
Robson.” She Holly wood Reporter 
0 


nd} “A natural for the feminine tontingent 
y-| with plenty of reason why the men 
also should find it worthwhile enter- 
ly tainment.” Motion Ficlire Herald 
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Joe Schenck Gets Loew’s State, L.A., 


Plus M-G Product for His Egyptian 





4 reportedly heated hassle be-¢- 
tween brothers Joseph M. and 
Nicholas M. Schenck wound up last 
week with the former walking off | 
with a long-term lease on Loew's | 
State in Los Angeles. Joe Schenck 
told Variety in New York, just be- 
fore his return to the Coast, that 
he had also won an agreement 
from Metro for day-and-date exhi- 
bition of its product at the State 
and the Hollywood Egyptian, which 
he owns. A third house, Fox West 
Coast's Wilshire, is also expected 
to participate in the simultaneous 
playofi 

Metro production chief L. B 
Maver came into New York on a 
hush-hush visit to participate in 
the top-echelon powwow on the 
aida 

Joe Schenck’s lease on the State 
gives further credence to his plan 
for departing his job as production 
exec at the 20th-Fox studios and 
going completely into the exhibi- 


tion field In addition to the 
houses which he personally con- 
& ‘ols, he is prexy of the United 


rtists Theatre Circuit and has an 
agreement with Mike ! Naify for par- 


ticipation in the latter's Golden 
State and T&D. Jr.. circuits in 
California. 

rhe long-term lease arrangement 
on the State came as 2 compromise 


so ution to threats of a lawsuit by 
Schenck against Loew's, Inc., which 
is headed by his brother Nick. 
Latter, as well as Loew's theatre 
chief Joseph R. Vogel. v.p. Charles 
‘Continued on page 34) 


Pulpit Announcements 
Force Prudential in LI. 


To Cancel WB’s ‘Forest’ 


Order issued by Long Island 
priests to their parishes last week 
against attending Warner Bros.’ 


“Beyond the Forest” led to pulling 
of bookings on the picture by the 
Prudential circuit. The Bette Davis 


starrer is on the condemned list 


of the Catholic Legion of Decency. 

Lindenhurst theatre, Linden- 
hurst, was the only house imme- 
diately affected. since it had to 
scramble for another pic to fill 
the void caused by the cancella- 
tion. Two bookings. at the chain's 
Amityville, Amityville, and the 


Babylon, Babylen, were played, in- 
asmuch as the pic opened the 
same day the priests made their 
anneuncements from the _ pulpits, 
Sunday, Nov. 6. 

Lindenhurst, however, had the 
film dated for the following Fri- 
day and Saturday (11-12). Word 
of the ban imposed by the Church 
was conveyed to manager Lee 
Beatty by Leo Neidermann, depu- 
ty grand knight of the local 
Knights of Columbus chapter. He 
asked that the pic not be played 
and threatened picketing by the 
K. of C. and the Cathdlic War Vet- 

‘Continued on page 14) 


MONO, ASSOC. BRITISH 
IN RECIPROCAL DEAL 


Hollywood, Nov. 15. 

Steve Broidy, Monogram prexy, 
closed a deal to distribute the en- 
tire production output of Asso- 
ciated British in the U.S. and Can- 
ac for the next five years. 

Deal calls for the release of 16 
pictures a year. In return Mono- 
gram will send its own product 
overseas for eleasé through a 
string of 450 Britis theatres owned 
by AB. 


Moyers of Oregon Sued 
In Spades for % Chiz 


Portland, Ore., Nov. 
wo sets of percentage- cuusciiing 
actions have been filed in the Fed- 
eral district court here against 
Harry H.. Rose C.. Harry F. and 
Thomas Moyer. Distribs bringing 
The suits are Metro. 20th-Fox, 
Paramount, United Artists and 
RKO Theatres involved, all in 
Oregon. are the Gresham in Gres- 
hom: Victory in Milwaukee: Sunset 
in Sandy, and Sellwood in Port- 
land 
alse returns on percentage pix 
ar charged in actions which de- 
mand both recoupment and puni- 
tive damages. Maguire. Shields, 
Morrison & Bailey rep distribs. 
with Sargoy & Stein. industry at- 
torne) Sp pebing 4% copsultants, , | 





‘Volcano’ Distrib Hassle 
May Soon Be Cleaned Up 


Lengthy negotiations 
Motion Picture Sales Corp. and 
Italian producer Ferrucio Cara- 
melli have been locked, over U. S. 
distribution rights to “Volcano,” 


may soon be at an end Charles 
L. Casanave. partnered with Neil 
Agnew in MPSC. is currently hud- 
diing with Caramelli in Rome and 
indicat‘ons point to an early set- 
tlement 


William Dieterle, 
Anna Magnani and 
‘raldine Brooks and Ros- 

Dieterle is now han- 
final editing and cut- 


Directed by 
“Volcano” 
features Ge 
sano Brazzi 
dling the 


slars 


ting in Hollywood In a three- 
week swing through Italy, France 


and Britain. Casanave will also at- 
tempt to make U. S. distribution 
deals wiih producer-actress Maria 
Montez and sundry other .film- 
makers 


FWC, Principal 
End 17-yr. Assn 


Hollywood, Nov. 15. 
Separation of Fox-West Coast 
and Principal Theatres, multi-mil- 


lion-dollar 25-house chain in South- 
ern California. is being effected 
tonight (15) at midnight, ending 
17-year -ociation. Court-ordered 
separation becomes final with court 
approval as divorcement papers 
have been signed. 

Principe! retains complete oper- 
ation of 16 houses; FWC gets nine, 
two of these being downtown the- 
atres. the Los Angeles and Globe. 
Principal. through partnership with 
Metropolitan Theatres, retains in- 
terest in Orpheum, Palace, Rialto, 
Million Dollar and Lincoln, all in 
downtown sector 

Divivieon was 
by N. Y. court. 


ordered Dec. 20 
when three-judge 
panel direcied 20th-Fox to divest 
itself of theatres. This is one of 
several so ordered. Next anticipat- 
ed is split with Joseph Schenck’s 
UA Theatres Circuit, with all re- 
quired to be made by Dec. 20 un- 
less court agrees to delay. 

Break paves way for the four 
Music Halls and Forum theatre, 
now operated independently by 
Sherrill Corwin and Sol Lesser, to 


swing to the Metropolitan down- | 


town circuit. 


‘Horatio Alger’ Skouras 





| Feted by St. Loo C. of C. 


St. Louis, Nov. 15. 

Twenticth-Fox prez Spyros P. 
Skouras, guest of honor this week 
at the cenicnnial celebration of his 
first U. S. hometown, St. Louis, 
was slated to term American films 
as one of the best ways to pro- 
mote the American way of life 
abroad, “as well as our commerce 
and its products.” 

Skouras, together with his two 
brother’, Charles and George, 
first sctiled in this city after ar- 
riving in the U. S. from their na- 
tive Greece. Three of them 
earned their first livelihood as 
busboys, from which job they 
worked thgir way up to their 
present positions as three of the 
top leaders in the film industry. 
Scheduled dinner tonight (Tues.) 
was to be held at the Jefferson 
hotel under auspices of the St. Loo 
Chambcr of Commerce. 

According to an advance text of 
his specch, Skouras gave a de 
tailed description of his reactions 
to various "European countries he 


visited during his recent trip 
abroad He then listed some of 
20th’s films which he said “con- 


Stantly enlighten and entertain in 
behalf of our way of life with in- 
calculable effect.” 


Johnston’s Pix Praise 

Washington, Nov. 15. 
Eric Johnston tossed a kudo at 
pix last week when he reported to 
President Truman on his recent 

overseas trip on behalf of ECA. 
Johnston said he had found a 
new and brighter spirit among the 
youth of Europe. This, he said, 
was paryy due te American filme. 


in which | 





Max Shulman’s 
bright 
“It Says Here” 


is another ef many editorial 
feetures in the forthcoming 


44th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


Brandts Ordered 
F For Pre-Exam In 
| Par’s 5736 Suit 


Legal feuding between Para- 
mount and some 122 New York ex- 
hibs. including the Brandt brothers, 
over the claim that the defendants 
short-changed the distrib by 
$573,000 on percentage pix, broke 
into the open again this week. The 
Brandts—Harry, Louis, Bernard 
and William—along with the other 
exhibs were ordered yesterday 
(Tues.) to submit to examination 
before trial by N. Y. supreme court 
Justice Edgar J. Nathan. 

Sweeping exam includes the 
right by Par to inspect all books 
and records pertaining to receipts 
on Paramount films. Additionally, 
records covering operating § ex- 
penses of the 97 houses involved 
must also be submitted Besides 
charging reports from the theatres 
understating grosses on films, suit 
also claims that phoney operating 
expenses were set forth. 

Suit is said to be the first in 
which under-reporting the house 
nut is charged Among items of 
examination allowed are transac- 
tions of Harry Brandt in behalf of 
other defendants; inducements said 
to be given by defendants to Par’s 
checkers, and specific acts ef each 
defendant “in concealing their 
true admission receipts.” 

Suit has been pending since Jan- 
uary, 1948. 











‘No Issue,’ Say Majors 
In Request for High Ct. 
To Nix L’ville Appeal 


Washington, Nov. 
The major film firms wid, = 
Supreme Court today (15) that 
| there is no issue for it to consider 


|in the Fifth & Walnut Amus. Co. | 


| anti-trust case and that, therefore, 


hear appeal arguments. Request 
for a Supreme Court review came 
from the 5th & Walnut Cerp. in 
its so-far unsuccessful treble-dam- 
age suit against Loew's, RKO, Par, 
20th, Warners, Columbia and UA. 
The independent Louisville ex- 
hibitor claimed a conspiracy by 
the distributors and other exhibi- 
tors blocked off first-run product 
from 5th & Wainut and that the 
opposition also got first chance at 
all the moveovers. A trial jury 
and then a circuit court both 
found against the Louisville Corp., 
which is now contending that the 
Supreme Court decision in Para- 
mount, et al.. throws a new and 
favorable light on its case. 


| ‘3D MAN’ SET ON B’WAY 
City Investing has bought “Third 





Man” from Selznick, the picture 
going into either the Astor or 
Victoria. 


It is likely that “Man” will play 
the Vic. follow: mg the run of “All 
King’s Men’ 


Europe to N. Y. 
John Allen 
Henry Bache 
Rudolf Berger 
Hillis, Cass 
William Delaney 
Roy O. Disney 
| Louis Formate 
| Saal Goithieb 

Bonita Granville 

Harry Jacobs 

Arthur W. Kelly 

Carl Medley 

Louis Orlove 

Jack Re ville 
Gene Tierney 
Louis Weber 
Jack Wrather 


| mount’s 


the High Court should refuse to) 


into that N. Y. house. | 








——— 


TOA Argues Public Has ‘Natural 


Right to See Better’ Pix at Fixed B.0. 


» 





Par Cautiously Testing 


‘Samson’ Before Selling 


Alfred W. Schwaiberg, 
distribution veepee, is 
puzzling the question of big de 
juxe houses against smaller the- 
atres and longer runs in weighing 
all angles before fixing a playing 
policy for “Samson and Delilah,” 


the Cecil B. DeMille epic. No de- 
cision will be made on terms or 
treatment of “Samson,” says 


Schwalberg, until the film is given 
a series of test runs, starting with 
its dual opening. Pec 21. at the 
New York Paramount and Rivoli. 

Schwalberg declares that there 
is nothing to reports that Par will 
ask 70% for the film. All that re- 
mains to be seen. What he plans 
is careful across-the-board testing 
in theatres of varying types to an- 
swer the basic question whether to 
shoot for the big houses or groove 
the pic for record runs in more in- 
timate Sickeries. =—S 


TOA Kicks Of 
Key Confab Today 


Theatre Owners of America will 
give the gun to a number of its 
top-priority activities for the year 
following an important executive 
committee meet which is being 
staged today ‘Wed.). With some 
25 circuit and indie operators con- 
verging on New York for the one- 
day huddle, most important sub- 
jects being gabbed are the hassle 
on advanced admissions with Co- 
lumbia; 
for a uniform trade practices code; 
its national membership campaign; 
and the efforts to obtain exclusive 
theatre television channels from 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission. 

For one, exec committee will 
hear a report front®the distrib-ex- 
hib delegation which was created 
to dicker with the majors on open 
bids, uniform clearances and cre- 
ation of an arbitration system 
Sub-group named to huddle with 
Abe Montague, distribution veepee 
for Columbia, on alleged forcing 
of upped admissions for “Jolson 
Sings Again” will also hand in a 
report asking a further probe 

Gael Sullivan, exec director of 
TOA, is expected to set forth the 
strategy on winning a slice in the 

‘Continued on page 27) 


Wisc. Indies Convene 


Milwaukee, Nov. 15. 

Sndenendent Theatre Owners of 
Wisconsin holds it annual conven- 
tion at the fiotel Schroeder here 
Nov. 30-Dec. 2. 

-Entertainment aspects of the 
conclave will be highlighted by 
cocktail parties tossed by National 
Theatre Supply and the Alexander 
Film Co. 


N. Y. to L. A. 
Maurice Abravane} 
Betty Betz 
Linda Christian 
John Derek 
Armand Deutsch 
Milt Gabler 
L. Wolfe Gilbert 
Cary Grant 
John Hodiak 
Gordon Jenkins 
John Joseph 
Robert MacGimsey 
Hugh Marlowe 
Robert Pirosh 
Tyrone Power 
Carl Benton Reid 
Henry C. Rogers 
Robert Rossen 
Morris Safier 
Dore Schary 
Leonard Spigelgass 








Howard Strickling : 


Cornel Wilde 
N. Y. to Europe 


Mo: y Banks 
Mario Berini 
Pandro S. Berman 
Robert Cummings 
Christian Dior 
Russell Holman 
Frederick Lonsdale 
Herbert Machiz 
Jean Parker 


Para- | 


the theatre group’s drive | 





David Rose 


David O. Selznick «~ : Ove | 


* In the face of an outright denial 


_by Abraham Montague, Columbia's 


| distribution veepee. of any attempt 


' by his company to boost admission 
scales on “Jolson Sings Again.” 
| Theatre Owners of America’s full 
distrib-exhib committee voted yes- 
|terday (Tues.) in favor of gather- 
ing evidence from its membership 
that such attempts have been 
made. Decision was reached fol- 
lowing a full day session. It was 
preceded by a vis-a-vis huddle be- 
tween TOAers and Montague on 

Monday. 


Announcement of the decision 
was accompanied by a solid blast 
aimed at almost any effort to tilt 


prices. Rare exception to price- 
boosting on the part of a distrib is 
made in the TOA report in the 
case of a film so spectacular as to 
warrant roadshowing. “Otherwise.” 
the committee said, “the public has 
the natural right to see better than 
average pictures without being 
forced to pay higher admissions.” 

Montague’s absolute denial met 
with frank skepticism on the part 
of the TOA delegation. The tact 
that no showings of “Jolson” to 
date have been other than ad- 
vanced admissions “is most persua- 
sive to the belief that some policy 
is in effect that is bringing about 


the advanced admissions Entire 
matter, committee said. will be 
considered further by the TOA 


exee committee which meets today 
(Wed.). 

In its report, it was said that 
Montague’s statement is respected 
but that in all justice to the flock 

‘Continued on page 29) 





Browne-Bioff Henchmen 
Lose Battle for Parole 
In New Orleans Fed’! Ct. 


New Orleans, Nov. 15 

The U. S. fifth circuit court of 
appeals Friday (11) handed down 
an opinion upholding the revoca- 
tion of parole of two New Yorkers 
sentenced to serve 10 vears each 
for violating the anti-racketeering 
law in connection with the use of 
threats of labor trouble to obtain 
large sums of money from major 
film producers. They are Louis 
Compagna and Charlie Gioe, who 
were convicted with seven others 
in N. Y. 

An indictment charged that from 
1934 to the date of the indictment, 
March 18, 1943, they conspired to 
obtain by use of threats, force and 
violence the payments of “upwards 
of $1,000,000" from a group of pic- 
ture firms. The true bill alleged 
that the defendants were in con- 
trol of the IATSE and Moving Pic- 
ture Machine Operators of the 
U. S. and Canada. 

After their conviction and sen- 
tence Compagna and Gioe served 

‘Continued on page 27) 


L. A. to N. Y. 


John Agar 

Don Ameche 
Constantin Bakaleinikoff 
Lita Baron 
Charles Barton 
Caroline Burke 
Sammy Cahn 
Jack Cassidy 
Claude Dauphin 
Mickey Deems 
William Demarest 
Doris Dudley 
Rhonda Fleming 
I. G. Goldsmith 
Mrs. Samuel Goldwyn 
Richard Hayes 
Pau! Henreid 
Ray Hyson 
Amparo Iturbi 
Louis Jourdan 
Joseph Justman 
Dorothy Kirsten 
Phil Koury 
Jesse L. Lasky 
Mervyn LeRoy 
June Lockhart 
Frank Loesser 
Jean Louis 

Ed Ma: 

Harold Mirisch 
Derby Rogers 
Cledys Rosson 
Shimen Ruskin 
Grad Sears 
Frank Sinatra 
Leo Spitz 
Joseph Szigeti 
George Tobias 
Aucrey Totter 
Vera ‘‘azue 
Bobby Van 





Reuben Wendorft 
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UALERS’ DEARTH OF B’S IN 1950 





Reissues Ease Off as Quality Lags, 
Though Top Pix Continue Strong 


Momentum gained by reissues in 


the past year is easing off with | 
filmgoers showing more selectivity 
in their choice of oldies. 
nitive attitude is said io have been 
caused by an overdose of mediocre 
reissues during the past couple of 
years. However, top- -quality old- 
ies. according to exhibs, are hold- 
ing up moderately well and in sev- 
eral cases are doing as good or bet- 
ter than some of current product 

Though this year’s reissue slate 
for most companies has been on 


Discrimi- | 


| 
| 


a par with 1948, it’s expected that | 
the increase in pix production may | 
curtail the demand for the re-re- | 


leases. But if weak product pre- 
sents itself, the exhibs readily ad- 
mit they'll continue to fall back 
on the oldies, which are a com- 
paratively safe bet considering the 
moderate rentals involved. 
Reissues reached their peak this 
year with the seven majors, Eagle 
Lion, Film Classics and Realart 
(which handles Universal product) 
releasing a total of 136 against 105 
in '48. Companies have not yet de- 
cided on the number of re-releases 
to be put in circulation in 1950, but 
plan adjusting to developing needs. 
Of the two big specialists in re- 
issues, Film Classics expects a 
drop since it’s céncentrating more 
on new productions, while Realart 
will continue with a steady flow. 
RKO is the only major company 
with a considerable difference in 
the number of reissues put out this 
year as against 1948. Oldies for 
the current period total 10 fea- 


(Continued on page 14) 


Davies Elected 
Prexy of SWG 


Hollywood, Nov. 
Albert Maltz, who refused %, > 
swer Congress’ Un-American Ac- 
tivities Committee’s $64 question 
on whether he was a Commie, has 
been defeated for election to the 
Screen Writers Guild executive 
board for the third straight year. 
Maltz received 210 votes. 
Valentine Davies, withcut op- 
sition, became president. Ernest 
ascal and Leonard Spigelgass 





were named vice-presidents. Third | 


vice prexy candidate, who lost out, 
was Michael Blankfort. 

Named to two-year terms on 
board were George Seaton, F. 
Hugh Herbert, Warren Duff, Frank 
Nugent, Richard Murpiiy, Richard 
L. Breen, Howard J. Green and 
Jonathan Latimer. This was post 
Maltz sought. Latimer had 285 
votes; Seaton, topping all candi- 
dates, had 407. 

One-year terms were voted to 
A. Sloan Nibley, Morgan Cox, De- 


witt Bodeen, Winston~Miller, M. 
Coates Webster, Oscar Broadney 
and Elizabeth Meehan. Isabel 


Dawn and Carl Foreman were tied 
with 


to determine winner. 


Exhib Challenges Par’s 
$2,000,000 Balaban Deal 


Minority stockholder action in- 
volving the $2,000,000 stock con- 
version deal which Barney Balaban, 
Paramount's president, now holds 





was filed this week in the N. Y. | 


federal district court by midwest 
theatre owner Raiph D. Goldberg, 
owner of 2,500 shares of the com- 
pany’s common. Suit is the fourth 
to be brought on the same subject 
in the past couple -f years. Be-. 
sides Balaban, it names Paramount 
and 15 officers and directors as de- 
fendants. 

Charging the transaction which 


Par’s board approved in 1946 is il- | 


legal, Goldberg demands a cance!- 
Jation of the pact. He also asks 
for an injunction restraining Bala- 
ban from exercizing his option. 

Agreement between Par and its 
prexy permits the conversion of a 
$2,000,000 loan made by the latter 
to the company. 


232 votes for another one-| 
year seat; SWG will stage recount | 








136 Reissues in 1949 

Following is the company-by- 
company breakdown of reissues 
this year compared to 1948: 





1949 1948 
Realart . 55 42 
Columbia ....... 24 24 =O 
RKO 16 2 | 
Film Classics 8 
Warner Bros << oe 8 
20th-Fox soo 6COF 6 
Eagle Lion....... 6 8 
Paramount « © 1 
Metro —- FF 4 
United Artists 0 2 
Total 136 105 








Pre- Dec. 6 Deal 
For WB—Tf at Alf 


Washington, Nov. 15. 


Inside speculation here is that 
if any consent decree deal is to 
be made with Warner Bros. it will 
be shaped up before Dec. 6, when 
argument gets under way before 
the New York court. Talk is that 
once the argument begins, the Jus- 
tice Dept. is unlikely to make a 
side deal with any defendant. Only 
likelihood for an arrangement is 
with WB. There is no hope in 
Washington that anything will be 


worked out with either 20th or 
Loew’s. 
Meantime, it is expected that 


the anti-trust division is expected 
to agree to an extension of from 
four to six months for RKO to 
complete the unraveling of its part- | 
nership situations. Such unloading | 
is called for in its consent decree. 


Justice Dept. is to make its posi- 
tion known at the court in N. Y. 
on Friday (18), when the tem- 
porary 10-day extension granted 
RKO expires. The company has 
been asking an additional six 
months. RKO had 271 theatres un- 
der joint ownership at the time, 
it signed its decree. It has already | 
dissolved joint ownership of 120 
of these theatres. Hence, insiders | 
say the anti-trust division will go. 
along with an extension for RKO. 

It is pointed out that the Govern- , 
ment will hardly try to rough up a | 
company which accepted a decree, 
at a time when three of the Big 
Five have not made any deal at 
all. 

RKC lawyers and officials hud- 
dled here past Thursday with Her- 
bert Bergson, Assistant Attorney 
General in charge of the anti-trust 


division. At that time the matter 
of an extension was thoroughly 
gone over. 





DEPINET DETAILS P.R. 
AIMS TO IND. INDI 


Indianapolis, Nov. 15. 

Ned Depinet, RKO prez 
chairman of the Film Industry 
Public Relations Conference Com- 
mittee, gave a lucid explanation 


lof the industry's overall p.r. drive | 


today (Tues.) to members of the | 
Associated Theatre Owners of In- 
diana who are meeting at the Ho- 
tel Lincoln here for their 23d an- 


nual convention. His topic was 
“Looking Ahead.” 
Opening day's session was 


rounded out by the yearly report 
read by ATOI secretary Bill Car- 
roll, a vote on future ATOI poli- 
cies, election of directors as well 
as speeches by Allied States prez 
William H. Ainsworth; H. M. 
Richey, Mefro exhibitor relations 
chief, and O. F. Sullivan, head of 
| Kansas-Missouri Allied. 

Two-day conclave winds up to- 
morrow (Wed.) with Kroger Babb, 
prez of Hallmark Productions; 
Abram F. Myers, Allied States 
general counsel, and Edward Raub, 
Jr., ATOI counsel, scheduled to ad- 
dress the delegates. Annual ban- 


quet will be held Wednesday eve- | 
ning with Col. William C. McGraw | 


‘ Jisted as guest speaker. 


|; on 


| heretofore one of 
| suppliers of flat-term celluloid, 


|of 27 








POL. REP CUTTING Skouras Avers Goldwyn’s Using 
SIMPP to Fight ‘Roseanna -FWC Tift 


FLAT RENTAL OKED 


Thousands of double-bill houses 
throughout the country depending 
cheap, 
fill their bills are being confronted 
by a drying supply of inexpensive 
B’s which is likely to reach acute 
proportions in 1950. Circuit book- 
ers are already griping over the 
difficulties of filling their playing 
time with non-percentage pix. 
They see worse troubles ahead in 


| the recent decision of both Colum- 


bia and Republic to cut the supply 


|of cheapies 


Bookers afte pointing to Col, 
the sturdiest 
as 
indicative of the times. Col is 
slashing its second feature releases 
in 1949-50 from a previous block 
pix to a group of 10. It is 
these films, sold in mass with can- 
cellation privileges, that enable 
dual-program houses to operate 
profitably on low rentals 

In Cs exhibs have 
been informed the company 


lumbia’s case 


that 





second-half fodder to| 


has found the B's too expensive to | 


make. 
past couple of years have not been 
plush enough to warrant contined 
large-scale production. Hence, the 
company is shifting to percentage 
films to a larger extent next year 
than ever before. 

Republic is following a similar 
course for the upcoming season. 


Flat rentals snared in the | 


Its second-feature lineup is being 


sliced 50° so that where Rep 
(Continued on page 29) 


SCTOA Blasts Distrib 
Sales Execs Who Own 
Drive-In Theatre Stock 


Los Angeles, Nov. 15. 

Ownership of stock in “certain 
theatres by persons in key posi- 
tions in Los Angeles film distribu- 
tion exchanges” is being blasted 
here by the board of directors of 
the Southern California Theatre 
Owners Association. Group says it 
has “documented evidence” of this 
| stock ownership and has dispatched 
a strongly-worded wire of protest 
to the heads of film companies in 
New York. 

Telegram says these key indi- 
viduals have it in their power to 
“create unfair and impossible” 
competition by forcing competitive 
bidding among drive-ins which are 
in competition to those operated 
by SCTOA members. (Allegations 
reveal the first break on the part 
of drive-ins to put product buying 
on the same basis as that of con- 
ventional theatres.) 

“We hereby wish to protest the 
unethical practice engaged in,” the 
wire said. “By a strange coincl- 
dence it is suddenly requested that 





| certain situations be put on a com- 
petitive bidding basis with drive- | 


‘in theatres. 


The above referred-to 


pre- | 


| 


| fruitless battle 
| roadshow 
| this week ended its fight. 
|separate decree being filed today 








+ Samuel Goldwyn a, Seow 

° in New York admitted this wee 

‘Blue Sky’ Fabian that they were in a hassle with 
Si Fabian’s recent hinter- | Fox-West Coast on “Roseanna Mc- 
land jaunts to further stock | Coy” but denied that that was 
sales of the National Exhibi- more than a minor contributory 
tors Film Corp., newly-formed | cause for the Society of Independ- 
outfit which will back indie | ent Motion Picture Producers’ for- 
production, has the circuit op- | mal complaint on FWC to the 
erator feeling ail the pangs | Dept. of Justice last week. FWC 
of a stock broker. Because of | topper Charles Skouras, currently 
various state blue sky laws in London, replied to the D. of J. 
which regulate stock sales, Fa- squawk with the charge that Gold- 
bian has had to register and wyn was using SIMPP to pull his 


be photographed in North Car- 
olina, Michigan, Tennessee 
and other parts of the union, 
“The next thing I know, 
they'll be taking my finger- 
prints,” Fabian kidded-on-the- 
square this week. 

As prez of NEFC, Fabian 
has addressed groups in a 
number of states Each talk 
calls for the registration, etc. 
Substantial commitments were 
obtained last week in De- 
troit from exhibs following a 
meet called by Lou Wisper at 
which Fabian gave the chief 
pitch. 


Little 3 Give In 
On Roadshow Ban 


After 








up a 10-year 
for the right to 
the Little Three 
In a 


putting 


films, 


(Wed. with the New York federal 
district court, Universal, Colum- 
= and United Artists, the non- 

heatre owning companies, for the 
first time have made no attempt 
to wipe out the bans which bar 
roadshowing. Decree goes along 
with the Government on a tabu 
against price-fixing, an essential 


factor in the two-a-day operations. 


Proposed Little Three decree 
would place no restrictions on the 
right of these companies to 
/acquire theatres. In this respect, 
it is inconsistent if not directly 


|contrary to both the Paramount 


|; American Arbitration 


and RKO consent dccrees. Those 


court ukases bar both companies | 


from selling any of their houses 
to any or all defendants in the 
main Government action. 


Additionally, decree contains a 
permissive provision for arbitra- 
tion under the supervision of the 
Assn. No 


change in the Little Three’s op- 
| position to mediation, however, is 


practice is particularly unfair when | 


it is taken into consideration that 
| these men hold positions of con- 


and fidence and are able at all times 


to have confidential information. 

“Our association wishes to go on 
record with you in condemning 
this unfair condition and asks that 
we may hear from you as to your 
stand and your company's stand 
in this important matter.” 





Veteron Metro Producer-Director 
Clarence Brown 


has his own ideas on 


How One-Man Public 
Relations Speakers 


achieve a lot in serving as goodwill 
contacts between Hollywood and 


the public 


7 a 


an interesting byline feature in the 


44th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 











' floodlights, 


; 


to be drawn from the proviso, it 
is said, and the companies will 
probably stick to their refusal to 
enter a formal arbitration system. 
Provision was incorporated merely 
(Continued on page 14) 





VEN. GOVT. TO SPEND 456 
ON GALA FILM PREMIERE 


Caracas, Ven., Nov. 8. 

Gala preview of first profession- 
ally-made film in Venezuela, titled 
“The Demon and the Angel,” film- 
ed by Bolivar Films, ts slated for 
Nov. 18 at the Lido theatre, with 
hoopla and govern- 
ment officials attending. 

Venezuelan government contrib- 
uted $45,000 through Ministry of 
Education toward making the pre- 
view a big success. 





Mrs. Goldwyn in N.Y. 


Mrs. Samuel (Frances) Gold- 
wyn arrived in New York over the 
weekend for a brief visit in con- 
nection with the producer's af- 
fairs. 
tion of the business that brought 
her east. 

Goldwyn himself will not make 
his accustomed yearly fall visit to 
New York because of the pressure 
of his production schedule. He is 
currently preparing to send “Edge 
of Doom” into production. 


There has been no indica- | 


| 
| own chestnuts out of the fire. 

Told of the strong monopoly 
complaint filed against his chain by 
| the indie producers, Skouras de- 
| clared “We're not worried I 
| guess it is just another complaint 
ifrom Sam Goldwyn Apparently 
| Sam hasn't been getting the breaks 
| lately in the territory with some of 
|his product and he’s using the So- 
| ciety to fight his case, which won't 
cost him a penny I know Sammy 
of old. If his pictures aren't good, 
then we can't play ‘em. If they are, 
we do. And that’s that.” 

Since Goldwyn is one of the 
| most influential members of 
SIMPP, the Society was not entire- 
ly unprepared for the answer it got 
|} from Skouras. It indicated that it 
was ready to provide the Attorney 
General with evidence of net only 
what FWC control had cost Gold- 
wyn in rentals, but that the circuit 
had been equally tough—-or tougher 
—on virtually every other SIMPP 
member, as well as on major com- 
panies. 

“Samuel Goldwyn Productions 
is a valued and highly esteemed 
member of SIMPP,” prexy Ellis 
Arnall noted in an answering state- 

Centinace on page 5 27) 


Rank’s $3,000,000 
From US. This Yr. 


J. Arthur Rank’s tagging of the 
U. S. situation for British pix as 
“greatly improved” in last week's 
financial report stemmed from the 
fact that his films earned approxi- 
mately $3,000,000 for his company 
in the past year. Of this total, chief 
revenues were derived from “Ham- 
let,” “The Red Shoes” and “Quar- 
'tet” with the other pix turning in 
onjy minor returns. 

No dollars landed in Rank’s 
pockets from the strong showing 
of “Hamlet” and “Shoes” because 
a recoupment deal is at work 
which permits Rank to retain the 
earnings of a number of Universal 
and Eagle Lion product in Britain 
to offset the take of his two pix in 
the U. S. In U's case, sum in- 
volved is reported to be about $2,- 
600,000 while EL’s comes to $1,- 
500,000. 

New treatment of Rank’s films in 
the U. S. referred to in the report 
is beginning to prove effective in 
obtaining revenues for the British 
film magnate in place of the losses 
experienced !n the previous years. 
What has been done in that respect 
is a drastic slicing of advertising 
and print costs on all but a few top 
Rank offerings. No national cam- 
paigns are mapped, both U and EL 
confining their ads to local situ- 
ations. Prints are now kept down 

(Continued on page 29) 
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‘All-Time Par High 
With 15 Producers 


Hollywood, Nov. 15. 

Paul Jones returned to Para- 
| mount, making an all-time high of 
'15 producers on that lot. Others 
who joined the studio's producer 
ranks within the last three months 
were Joseph Sistorm, Milton 
Holmes and Irving Asher. 

In seven previous years at Para- 
mount, Jones produced such pic- 
tures as “The Road to Zanzibar,” 
“The Road to Morocco,” “Where 
There's Life,” “A Medal for Ben- 
ney” and “Dear Ruth.” He shifted 
to Metro in 1947, but obtained a 
release from his contract after pre 
\ducing “A Southera Yankee. 
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Produced and Directed by DOW HARTMAN 
Screenploy by lsobe! Lennart 
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WALL 


STREET ANALYSIS OF FILM GROSSES 


ACCENTS INCLINATION TO STABILIZATION 





Concern of the 
echelon over the failure of film 
grosses in the past few years to 
hold their own with the steadily 
rising purchase power in the U. S.| 
is amply backed in fact, according | 
to a statistical survey recenily | 
compiled by Lionel D. Edie & Co., 
Wall Street brokerage fign. Chart 
drawn from key-city grosses regis- 
tered weekly in VARIETY shows 
that the b.o. has dipped 21° since 
the °46 postwar peak, while pur- 
chasing power ‘disposable personal 
income) has climbed 22° . Analysis 
of the graph is currently being cir- 
cularized by the financial outfit 
among its investors. 

Despite the graphical separation 
of grosses from purchasing power 
demonstrated in the chart, Edie 
Co. is bullish on the film future. 
For one, its report notes that “for 
over a year, boxoffice revenues in 
key city theatres have been mov- 
ing sidewise, and since March 1949 
have about equalled those for the 
corresponding period of 1948.” 
Sidewise movement, as evident | 
from the chart, halted a steep de- | 
cline in grosses. | 

Noteworthy in the chart, and the | 
most important factor which film- 
ites are currently digesting, is the 
faithful response of grosses to in- 
come during the long range of 
years extending from 1936 to 1946. 
Only at that point, does the level 
of grosses part sharply with the 
still-climbing line of disposable 
personal income. Hence, it is at 
that point that the film industry’s 
share of the public’s dollar took its 
beating. Previously, report points 
out, “the pattern fairly consistent- 
ly followed was that for each 10% 
rise in disposable personal income 
there occurred a rise of 7% in box- 
office revenues.” 

Inroads on the Film Dollar 

“Obviously.” it continues, “con- 
siderably less of the consumer's 
doliar is being spent for motion 
picture entertainment, and more 
for other purposes Competition 
with other forms of entertainment 
and diversion such as television, 
motoring, traveling is only part of 
the answer. 

“Important is the rise in the cost 
of living, which according to the 
Consumer's Price Index compiled 
by the Bureau of Labor Statistics 
has gone up 22°% since 1946. Then, 
a rising proportion of the consum- 
er’s income has been going toward 
interest and amortization payments 
on homes bought and mortgaged to 
the hilt, and toward paying off on 
the purchase of automobiles, tele- 
vision sets, and household equip- 
ment of all sorts. 

“The number of new permanent) 
non-farm dwellings started during 
the four postwar years of 1946) 
through 1949 comes to around 3,- 
400,000 at a construction cost of 
approximately $24 billions. Per- 
haps about twice this number of 
older houses have exchanged own- 
ership at inflated prices, and were 
refinanced on a much higher basis. 
In 1949 alone, housing starts of 
about 950,000 are estimated as 
costing over $7 biilions. 

“There has been a rising trend 
in passenger automobile produc- 
tion since 1946, with output of 
some 5,100,000 cars estimated for | 
1949 having a retail value of $8) 
billions. Television started to catch 
the public’s fancy in a big way in 
1948 when output of sets was ap- 
proximately 900,000 with an esti- 
mated retail value of $375,000,000. 
Production for 1949 has been 
stepped up to around 2,000,000. By 
the end of 1949, some 3,000,000 
television sets will have been in- 
stalled.” 

Nonetheless, the brokerage firm 
thinks its significant that the the- 
atres have been holding their own 


for the past 12 months. Another 
factor, report said, is that the 
31.6% rise in consumer price in- 


dex from September, 1945, to June, 
1949, was coupled with only a 
10.5°% climb in admission prices. 
Financially, Edie Co. believes 
the majors continue in a strong po- 
sition. It cites the fact that at the 
end of 1948, net aggregate current 
assets totalled $340,000,000, down 
slightly from the $354,000,000 of 
the year before but up from $236.- 
000,000 in "45 and $125,000,000 in 
39. Promising also is the fact that 
inventories are down from a peak 
of $277,000,000 in "47 to $245,000,- 
000 in '48 with further cuts inevita- 
= year. 
. William Knodel prepared the | 
Edie report. _ 


industry's top-¢ 


~ AVERAGE WEEKLY REVENUE PER THEATRE 


Arnall, Johnston Huddle | 


Washington, Nov. 15. 
New hint that the gap be- 
tween the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America and Society 
of Independent Motion Pic- 
ture Producers is narrowing, 





came last week when SIMPP 
prexy Ellis Arnall and the so- 
ciety’s general counsel, Rob- 
ert J. Rubin. slipped quietly 
into town for a talk with 
Eric Johnston, MPAA prexy, 


and Joyce O'Hara, his aide, on 
the European situation 

Meeting dealt mostly with 
the British situation, but cov- 
ered European problems gen- 
erally. Both Arnall and 
Johnston are recently back 
from Europe for the Govern- 
ment. 


Stanley Co. Admits 
Illegal Partnership 
In Washington Plea 


Washington, Nov. 15. 
Stanley Co. of America, WB sub- 
sidiary, told the U. S. court of ap- 
peals last week that it had made 
an illegal partnership arrangement 


with the local Kogod-Burka circuit. 
Therefore, argued the Stanley ap- 
peals brief, its partner, equally 
culpable, should not be given any 
special advantage; and a_ third 
party in the case should also not 
be permitted to benefit. 


The argument seeks to get Stan- 
ley Co. out from under the first 
suit of its kind filed after the Su- 
preme Court ruled in the big anti- 
trust case. Stanley wants to be 
able to sell its half interest in the 
MacArthur theatre here on the 
open market; findings of the U. S. 
district court were that the K-B 
circuit could buy out its partner. 

Case goes back to 1945 when K-B 
and Warners both started to build | 
theatres within a couple of blocks 
of each other in the northwest sec- 
tion of Washington. To avoid a 
rough competitive fight, K-B took 
Warners in as a half-owner of its 
new theatre and Warners scrapped | 
its project. However, Garfield 
Kass, local realtor, who was to 
build the house for Warners, had 
to be taken care of. He was prom- | 
ised construction of a second the-| 
atre to be jointly owned by Stanley | 
and K-B. In the event a site were 
not chosen within a specified time, 
then Kass was to receive $100,000. 


In its brief of last week, Stanley | 
Co. counsel Philip W. Amram ad- 
mitted blandly that the original 
MacArthur theatre arrangement 
was a flat violation of the Sherman 
Act and that all three parties were 
well aware of the fact. - The brief 
admitted the arrangement should 
be dissolved. But, it continued, 
Stanley Co. should not be forced 
to sell to K-B because the latter 
did not come into court with clean | 
hands. Stanley Co. wanted the 
right to sell to the highest bidder. 








M. J. Siegel’s Widow 
Names Yates in Suit 


On $180,000 Claim 


Herbert J. Yates, rrez of Repub- 
lic Pictures, has been named de- 
fendant in a N. Y. federal court 


action brought by Ethel B. Siegel, | 


widow and ancillary administratrix 
of the late Morris J. Siegel, to re- 
cover $180,000 allegediy due the 
Siegel estate. According to the 
complaint Siegel had a 20° inter- 
est in a $1,000.000 loan made to the 


Setay Corp. under an agreement 
with Yates. 
Suit charges that Yates either 


failed or neglected to pay Siegel's 
share with the exception of $20,000. 
Action was originally filed in 
| Brooklyn federal court but was 
transferred to N. Y. federal court 
Monday (14). ‘An alleged letter to 
Siegel, signed by Yates and dated 
July 29, 1943, assertedly is proof 
of Siegel's 20% share. 

Although the late Jules E. 
Brulatour, the complaint states, 
loaned the $1,000,000 to Setay in 
1943, the money is said to have 
been indirectly provided by Yates 
along with Harry and Ben Goetz. 
It’s also claimed in order to take 
care of Siege! the respective slices 
of the loan repayments due each 
of the ‘trio were reduced propor- 
tionately. 

Scheduled for examination be- 
fore trial Dec. 12 in connection 
with the suit are Yates, William J. 


German, prez of J. E. Brulatour, | 


Inc.; Jules Brulatour Estate, Re- 
public director Harry C. Mills and 
former Rep directors Ben and 
Harry Goetz. A founder of Repub- 
lic, Siegel died of a heart attack 
in Arizona in 1948. He left Rep in 
1944 to become a Metro exec. 





Roxy, for First Time, 
Charges More for Loges 


After many -years the Roxy, 
N. Y., has installed a special upped 
admission price for its loge seats, 
new scale going into effect with 
“Beautiful Doll” and Tony Martin 
onstage. Big house did not do this 
until the mezzanine could be used 
for smoking. Previously any smok- 
ing in that area interferred with 
projection ‘hence it was not per- 
mitted), but this has been elimi- 


} 
| 


- their money dreamed up by UA 
_ execs. 

In both cases, it will be noted, 
the aid to the indies is coming not 
from banks, but from _ private 
money sources. Most bankers are 
still-chary of Hollywood, but are 
also warming up, according to 
'McMillen. The venture capital 
from private sources is being at- 
tracted by the indies’ new atten- 
tion to cost-cutting and the trick 
guarantees that have been de- 
vised. 

No difficulty is seen by United 
Artists in obtaining a sufficient 
number of suitable indie packages 
for filming Selmer Chalif, UA’s 
Coast rep, has been sorting through 
literally hundreds of potential 
packages which have been offered 
since the Justman deal became 
public. He has reported to prexy 
Grad Sears that he feels he can 
have four to 12 package deals 
ready for inking within two to 
three weeks of the time the UA 
negotiations with Justman are con- 
cluded. 

Sears arrived in New York over 
the weekend after JO days on the 
Coast huddling with Justman, who 
heads the Motion Picture Centre 
Studio. Sears also hiked up to San 
Francisco one day last week for 
confabs with Mario Giannini of the 
Bank of America in connection 
with the Justman deal. 

Sears is reported seeking to ar- 
range an eventual $500,000 advance 


from the bank on its share of its | 


participation in the profits of the 
Justman-financed pix. Giannini is 
due in New York this week for fur- 


ther discussions with the UA 
topper. 
While the Justman deal is not 


fully set yet and there are definite 
points of difference between the 
parties, UA is hoping that it may 
reach the point of final approval by 
the company’s board next week. 
No directors’ session has been set, 
|but one may be called for next 
|Tuesday (22). Arthur W. Kelly, 
i'exec v.p., who has been in England 
|for the past couple months, is due 
in New York over the weekend and 
presu-nably will also have a report 
to make to the directorate. 

There are persistent reports that 
holding up the Justman deal is 
UA’s refusal to defer any part of 
its distribution fee. That was 
denied this week by a UA exec, 
however. It was also said that a 
factor in delaying the negotiations 
was the fear of the factors putting 
up the financing coin that the 
money would be inactive for a long 
time while suitable production 


Better Indie Product Flow 


Continued from page 3 








many that have been presented. 

From the looks of things, EL may 
find itself product-rich to the point 
,of jamming both its ad-pub and 
sales facilities. Besides the 38 pix 
‘now definitely slated for release. 
fsome eight more have come in 
‘from J. Arthur Rank’s studios. 
These have yet to be inspected by 
the company’s toppers. 


“For the first time in many 
months we have a line of product.” 
McMillen told VARIETY. “More- 
over, from the first of the vear, 
there is no doubt in our minds that 
the company will operate sub- 
stantially in the black. We con- 
sider our product problem ended 

Additional pix from other 
sources are also being tied down. 
McMillen said. “Gates of Hell.’ 
Swedish-made tinter on the atomic 
bomb, has been pacted for release. 
“Goodtime Gal,” British pic from a 
non-Rank source, is being taken on. 
Dickering also continues. with 
American producers, among these 
being negotiations with Joseph 
Justman for “Night Flight.” and 
with the Nat C. Goldstone agency 
on “Johnny Holiday.” 


In all, according to McMillen, 
the company may release as many 
as 76 films before 1950 is over. At 
least, that is the target which he 
and Rathvon are currently aiming 
at. It would represent the top 
number grooved to the theatres by 
the company since its birth in 1946. 

Wooing Bankrolis 

Meanwhile, McMillen is seeking 
te interest outside banks in film 
production enterprises. Two or 


cane deals from among the 


three banking houses which have 
never backed a film before are 
studying propositions which the 


EL topper has laid before them. 


“I have found quite a few banks 
interested in capturing a part of 
the motion picture finance busi- 
ness,” McMillen said. “They seem 
to agree that a business where 
banks have made millions in the 
past cannot have become a com- 
pletely bad investment possibility.” 
Moreover, EL exec added, these 
houses are interested in straight 
banking deals without requiring de- 
ferments or personal guarantees. 


Of its $1,200,000 production 
bankroll which EL raised some 
months back, company still has 
$1,000,000 intact. In an effort to 
keep that cash working without 
dilution, McMillen is trying to lay 
off an investment in a pic once it 
is completed. His system is to seek 
a substitute loan from a bank when 
| the film is in the can, thereby per- 
'mitting EL to recapture its own 


nated via some extensive altera- | ‘deals were being sought for its coin before release. 


tions of the ventilating system. 
Roxy is getting 25c above gen- 
eral admission for loge seats, ex- 


cepting five days weekly on open- 


ing scale when only 10c additional 
is charged. Makes peak price $1.75 
for loges at night. Because the 
section has 980 seats, it is figured 
that it will add several thousand 


dollars to weekly gross figure on 


many bills. 





New House in Brownsville 
re Brownsville, Texas. 
Majestic opened here by Inter- 
state Theatres, with Jimmy McNeil 
as house manager. 


Dellers 





use. 
| Chalif reported that no such delays 
| were necessary and that he had 
Sorted through a sufficient number 
of the deals proffered to know 
that there were quite a few good 
ones among them. There has al- 
/ways been the difficulty in indie 
|production financing of finding 


suitable packages, since many are | 


offered but few, when weighed, 
showed adequate chance of making 
| 4 profit for the investors. N. Peter 
Rathvon and Eagle Lion. who re- 
cently joined in a financing setup, 
| have had similar trouble in finding 
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EL is nearing a deal to sell its 


It was in this connection that | contract on Richard Basehart to 


| RKO for $75,000. It has no plans 
/to cash in on pacts held on June 
|Lockhart, Scott Brady and Lois 
Butler. Studio will continue shut- 
tererd for the time being. ‘But if 
‘something good comes along. we'll 


'do it on see lot,” he said. “Right 
jnow, théfe is nothing on the 
horizon.” 





Goldsmith Producing 3 
Hollywood, Nov. 15 

I. G. Goldsmith, former British 
| producer, reached an agreement 
with Joseph Justman, head of Mo- 
tion Picture Center, to produce 
three pictures on that lot under 
the Gloria Film Productions ban- 
ner for United Artists release. 

Films are “Three Husbands” and 
“Stranger Than Truth,” both writ- 
ten by Vera Caspary, and “The 
Dungeon,” by Edwin Rolfe. 

Rogell‘s Bankroll 

Albert S. Rogell rounded up @ 
bankroll from the Bank of Amer- 
ica to back his first indie produc- 
tion under his recent releasing 
deal with United Artists. 

Picture, still untitled, will star 
Edmond O’Brien, starting about 
Dec. 1 at General Service. 


PIX PIONEERS TO LAUGH 
IT UP TONIGHT (WED.) 


Milton Berle will emcee the Mo- 
tion Picture Pioneers 10th anni- 
versary dinner tonight (Wed.) at 
the Waldorf - Astoria’s Starlight 
Roof, N. Y. He will be flanked by 
comics Henny Youngman, Harvey 
Stone, Allan King, George Kaye 








J 
| 


and Menasha Skulnick. Show 's 
being produced by Leon Leonidoft. 

Jack Cohn, Columbia veepee 
who heads the Pioneers, will be 


saluted along with Cecil B. De- 
} Mille, 
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Par Tops Film Majors With Net 
Of $19,299,000 for First 9 Months 


| Ask Reconsideration 
Of One Oscar Award 





Paramount nailed down its tradi-¢ 


tional hold on the top-earning spot 
in the film business this week 
when the company reported a net 
take of $19,299,000 for the first 


three quarters of the current year. | 


Company, with its giant theatre 
ho'dings, is far and away from all 
other majors, its closest contender 
being 20th-Fox which has showed 
$5.695.679 for the opening half of 
the vear. At the same time, com- 
pany’'s take was substantial enough 
io keep it within reach of the $24.- 
357.102 net of 1948 

Showing a particularly geod 
third quarter, Par came up with 
profits of $5.824,000 for that stanza 
The total was reached after the 
company deducted $500,000 for 
losses on devaluation of all foreign 
currencies. It compares with earn- 
ings of $6.445,000 for the same pe- 
riod of "48. 

Earnings for the entire three 
quarters compare with 1948's to- 
tal of $20,015,000. Approximately 
$600,000 in non-recurring income 
was taken in last year against $4.,- 
729,000, derived chiefly from the 
breakup of partnership circuits, 
during the current year 

For the third quarter, equivalent 


stock earnings came to 90c per 
share on 6.498.257 shares of com 
mon outstanding, compared with 


94c last year on 6,835,839 shares of 
common. For the nine months, 
1949 equivalent earnings are $2.97 
against $2.93 in ‘48 

Of the $500,000 devaluation de- 
duction, most of the writeoff re- 
ferred to Canada. It includes $65.,- 
000 in direct and indirect interests 
as stockholder in Canadian subsids 
and $349,000 in speciai income. 
Latter total refers to capital profits 
made on the splitup of th®atres in 
the Dominion. 

Regular quarterly dividend of 
B0c per share has been declared by 
Par's board. Payment will be 
made Dec. 21 to stockholders of 
record Dec. }. 


Legion Nixes 2 Foreign 
Pix, ‘B’-Rates 10 Others 


National Legion of Decency Jast 
week placed two foreign imports 
on its “condemned” category and 
relegated some 10 other films of 
varied origins to the Class “B” 
bracket. Reiected completely were 
“Just a Big Simple Girl” and “Ger- 
many—yYear Zero.” Distributed by 
Famous Pictures. the French-made 
“Girl” was described by the Le- 
gion as “totally lacking in moral 
compensations contains sug- 
gestive situations and blasphemous 
dialog.” “Germany,” produced by 
Roberto Rossellini. was thumbed- 
down because it “presents offen- 
sively subject matter unfit for gen- 
eral motion picture audiences. .. .” 

Those sluffed in the “B” (mo- 
rally objectionable in part for all) 
groove include “Against the Wind” 


(EL), “Fareweil to Arms” (‘Par 
reissue), “Fighting Man of the 
Plains” (20th). “Flight Into 
France” (Lux), “A Kiss For Cor- 
liss” (UA), “The Reckless Mo- 
ment” (Col), “Silent Dust” 
(Mono). ‘South Sea Sinner” (U), 


“That Forsyte Woman” (M-G) and 
“Tokyo Joe” (Col). Legion's prin- 
cipal objections to the 10 were 
that they either tended to condone 
immoral actions or reflected the 
acceptability of divorce. 


Church Ban 


Continued from page 6 =—— 














erans if Beatty insisted on the 
booking 

Since the town is about &85°, 
Catholic Beatty asked and wre 
ceived permission from the Pru- 
dential h.o. to cancel the pic. He 
substituted Eagle Lion's “Sham 
rock Hill.” figuring he did about 


as much biz as he would have 
done with the WB film anyway 
under the circumstances and also 
avoided much ill-will. “Forest” did 
weak biz in its two-day dates at 
the Amityville and Babvlon houses 
of the circuit following the Church 
nix 

Neidermann,. a zipper salesman, 
in explaining the K. of C. objec- 
tion, quoted the Brooklyn Catholic 
weekly, The Tablet, that the pic- 
ture “is an artistic atrocity .— . in 
which thi woman betrays her hus 
band, murders a loyal’ friend and 
Rets away with it and deliberately 


Kills her unworn child 





, moi). 


| 
Hollywood, Nov. 15. 


Committee of short subject pro- 
ducers drew up a five-point protest 
‘aimed at the recent decision of the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences to award only one 
Oscar for the best live-action short, 


RAY BELL SUCCEEDS TO 
HAL HODE’S COL SPOT 


J. Raymond Bell, public rela- whether it be a one-reeler or a 
tions consultant, is joining Co- two-reeler. Committee, composed 
lumbia Pictures to take over the Of Fred Quimby, Walter Lantz, 
post formerly held by Hal Hode Gordon Hollingshead and George 
who died recently. Bell will be Bilson, asked the Academy board 
Washington rep for both the to reconsider its decision on the 


following grounds: 
“One-reelers can't compete with 


homeoffice and studio and will take 
charge of contacting local censor 


boards in the various states. Bell two-reelers any more than two- 
is closing his own p.r. office in reelers can compete with feature 
Washington. pictures 

Bell, a member of the bar, was “20% of the shorts producers 
formerly associated with Loew's would have an advantage over the 
theatres in Washington and New remaining 80°, inasmuch as more 
York for 10 years before leaving two-reelers than one-reelers are 
to become pub relations director produced. 
for Capitol Airlines in D. C. “Studios will be limited in de- 





Circus Trend Titles, 
‘Helen Morgan,’ Other 
Pix Tags Registered 


Titles registered with the Motion 


veloping new talent through shorts 
if public interest in that field is 
permitted to wane as a result of 
cutting down awards. 

“At a time when public interest 
in shorts has been renewed, fol- 
lowing the vaude_ revival that 
brought increased bookings of the 
subjects, the field needs building 


Picture Assn. of America during and not tearing down. 

the past week indicate the circus “The decision. if allowed to 
trend is not to be confined to stand, will cause bitterness in the 
Paramount's Cecil B. DeMille and shorts branch and cut down reve 
David O. Selznick, both of whom puyes that follow in the wake of the 


have big top yarns cooking. Albert 
Jay Cohen indicated that he has a 
similar theme in mind with reg- 
istrations of “Three Ring Circus.” 
“Under the Big Top,” “" The Clown,” 
“The Lion-Tamer’s a Lady” and 
“The Lion-Tamer and the Doctor 
The late Helen Morgan's life 
was staked out with the MPAA 
as screen material by Howard 
Welsch’'s Fidelity unit. Welsch 
registered “The Great Helen Mor- 
gan,” “The Helen Morgan Story.” 


awards 


Cy Bowed Gets 
New Wallis Contract 


Hollywood, Nov. 15 
Hal Wallis handed Cy Howard a 
writer-director contract as a result 
of his work on “My Friend Irma,” 
which he originated as an airshow 
an-t later translated to the screen. 





Helen Morgan Sings” and a Contract goes into effect when 
number of similar titles. Also in Howard completes his current 
the musical field, Columbia nailed scripting task en “My Friend 


down the rights it bought to the 
currently pop “Mule Train” tune 
the previous week. It registered 
the moniker as a pic title. 
Samuel Goldwyn put the MPAA’s 


Irma Goes West.” 


Little 3 











official fence around two titles, 
“Diamonds Are a Girl's Best Continued from page 7 Goa 
Friend” and “This Is New York.” 


to conform with the Government 


Stanley Kramer i § ; ‘e 
tanley Kramer in 1948 produced proposal on the subject. 


a pic with a similar tag, “So This . 
Is New York.” Question remains unanswered on 
Columbia registered “The Un- Whether the Government will fight 


clean Story of a Leper,” but stands* the separate decree. Little Three 
second in line for the use of the #ttorneys have no inkling as to the 
label. MPAA granted priority to Dept. of Justice attitude. It is be- 
Selznick on its “The Unclean ‘The (8 sought to prevent the non- 
Story of a Leper).” The Selznick theatre companies from being 
title had been staked last Oct, 3, tarred with exhibition monopoly 
while RKO on July 13 laid claim findings in exhib anti-trust actions. 
to “Damien the Leper.” Separate decree ‘would prevent 
Sam Baerwitz registered “The exhibs from introducing these find- 
Great Plane Robbery” and was ‘8S against the smaller com- 
given an okay on it. Columbia P#@!€s. 
released a pic with exactly the Decree recognizes the seven reg- 
same tag in 1940. ulations on selling such as the ban 
against block booking; master 
agreements; unreasonable’ clear- 
ance; discriminatory selling and 
other strictures which have been 
on the books since the first Fed- 
eral court decision. 

















Morros’ Pic 


ish. Swedish, Dutch. Arab. Hebrew,' On roadshows, one attorney put 
Chinese, Japanese, Turkish. Greek, '!: “We've been turned down so 
Flemish, Norwegian, Danish, Por- Often there is no sense in asking 
tuguese, etc. for that right again.” Question of 

Film, titled “Tresor de Cante- #ppeal will wait the final decree 
nac,” is to be handled by Selznick Signed by the lower court. Hearing 
Releasing Organization in U. S. 0n al! decrees will be staged Dec. 6. 
and Canada, and Alexander Kor- 
da’s affiliated companies in other 
English-speaking territories. Con- 
stellation is distributing for France 
and Swenska for Scandinavia. 
Story is tvpically Guitry material, 
showing that life can be just as 
happy in a small town as in a big 
city. 

Since picture is intended to get 
returns in a great many different 
currencies, a special deal has been 
made with the French government 
permitting Morros to retain most 
of it abroad. It is a French pic- number of reissues for 1948 and 
ture both technically well as 49 pretty much on the same leve) 
in idea, having been made with all 20th-Fox released seven this year 





















Continned from page 7 


tures and six westerns while last 
year the company only reissued 
two pix. A dearth of new RKO 
product motivated the tilt. Colum- 
bia released a batch of 48 reissues 
in 1948. continuing to sell the same 
group this year 

Other companies have kept the 


as 


legal requirements, French work- as against six in ‘48, while War- 
ers of all callings. ete. Morros ners put out eight this year 
being the only foreigner to work equalling the ‘48's number and 


on the picture as producer’ He Metro reissued four last year and 
obtained excellent cooperation and one during the current period 
completed his picture under sched- Paramount's 1949 reissue slate in- 
ule and under budget cluded four films against one in 
Score is by Luiguy. composer of ‘48, while Eagle Lion cut its re- 
“Mademoiselle Hortensia” and “La issues from eight last year to six 
Vie en Rose,” two biggest French during the 1949 period. United 
hits. A new song. with lyrics by Artists had two in 1948, none this 
Sacha Guitry, is sung in the film year. 
by his latest wife, Lana Marconi. Realart reissued 42 pix last vear 
“Sing With Me. Sing for Me” and 55 during the current period 
“Chante” avec moi, ‘chante pour Film Classics re-released 15 this 
jear against d in ‘48. 


| * St f Pi | 

| Whether national magazine advertising has any value for either the 
film companies or exhibitors—a question which has been of increasin 
interest to the film industry during the last year—will get its acid test 
starting this week when 20th-Fox launches its mass saturation mag 
‘campaign on its upcoming “Prince of Foxes.” In answer to critics of 
the system who claim the value of such advertising is completely dissj- 
pated by the time the feature plugged reaches the public, 20th is re. 
vising the formula to stress the “point-of-sale” angle. 

With “Foxes” slated for a mass opening during the Christmas holi- 
days, 20th is planting the ads for the next 33 days in 24 different na- 
tional mags. On the basis of a complete city*by-city circulation break- 
down which the company is making available to exhibitors, it claims 
that virtually every family will see the ads from eight to 10 times during 
that period. Then, 20th points out, just as in other industries utilizing 
national mag campaigns. all the dealer ‘exhib) will have to do when 
the picture is booked is to advertise the playdate. In addition to the 
ads themselves, the mags are cooperating via special display material 
for loca! exhib tie-ins. Entire campaign will cost 20th over $350.000, 
the largest in its history. 

Picture was the first given a mass day-and-date opening on the inter- 
national front and, according to 20th International prez Murray Siiver- 
stone, is setting new boxoffice marks in practically each country In 
Sao Paulo, Brazil for example, the film opened last week in four dif- 
ferent houses, each of which ran extra performances the first day to 
accommodate the crowds. Another downtown house at the time was 
playing a 20th reissue, “Belle Star.” and it too set a new b.o. record 
with the overflow from the “Foxes” theatres. Twentieth is turning out 
a record 550 prints for the domestic mass preem, to give as many 
exhibs as possible a chance to tie in on the mag campaign. 

Fastest growing unit in the film industry is undoubtedly the Motion 
Picture Assn. of America’s title registration bureau, presided over by 
Margaret Ann Young in the MPAA's New York headquarters. It has 
acquired 31 new signatories to its registration agreement so far this 
year, bringing the total number of major and indie producers it serves 
to 128. That includes 26 MPAA dues-paying members and 102 outfits 
that voluntarily register their titles and agree to abide by Miss Young's 
decisions on priority of ownership’ Cases of disputes can go either to 
the MPAA board or directly to arbitration 

Each signatory can hold exclusive priority to a list of 100 titles for a 
year and 250 titles permanently The year's right can be extended if 
there are no objections from other signatories or if the producer can 
show he’s actively working on the story to which the tag is to be at- 
tached. Title registration bureau also supervises the morality angle in 
the picture labels. 





“Facts of Love.” British comedy, which was produced by Sydney 
Box, is heading for the longest run of any feature at the Park Avenue 
Embassy. N. Y., since the house switched to feature policy. The pic- 
ture, which had been around N. Y. for months under the original tag 
of “29 Acacia Avenue” without attracting much notice, is proving a real 
sleeper, doing $7.000 the first week at the Embassy and $9,500 in the 
second stanza. Current (3d) week promises to hold above $8,000. House 
normally never tops $5.000. 

“Facts” drew an uneven crix appraisal, with half of reviewers laud- 
ing it as the funniest British farce in months while nearly as many 
merely finding it routine. W. French Githens, head of Embassy News- 
reel Theatres group. saw possibilities of the picture, especially with 
the new title. Oxford Film is releasing in the U. S. 








Special welfare stunt. which plugs 20thFox’s “Oh, You Beautiful 
Doll” and involves the N. Y. Journal-American and Macy's, N. Y. de- 
partment store, was launched last week for the purpose of putting “a 

{ doll in the arms of every orphan for Christmas.” Contest asks N. Y 
moppets to donate dolls to underprivileged children, with prizes offered 
to the dolls judged “Most Beautiful.” 

Illustrating the publicity 20th is getting for the film, current at the 
Broadway Roxy, the Journal announced the contest with a front-page 
streamer and the newspaper's trucks are plugging it via signs. Macy's 
is also advertising it in its regular ads. Dolls are being turned into the 
Roxy, 66 Skouras theatres and the five Macy stores in the metropolitan 
area, where they will be judged and then turned over to city welfare 
agencies for distribution. . 


Students admitted to theatres at a reduced rate must pay the full 
adult admission tax regardless of their special status, according to « 
ruling made by Charles J. Valaer. Deputy Commissioner of Internal 
Revenue. Valaer rendered his opinion to Gael Sullivan, exec director 
of Theatre Owners of America, who quizzed the revenuers at request of 
Walter Reade, Jr.. New Jersey circuit operator. Valaer’s letter declared 
that his dept. had no alternative under the Federal regulations since 
specific exemptions to the full tax do not cover students. Students 
over 12 years, admitted at the same time as adults, are subject to the 
bite. Valaer said, and only a Congressional amendment can change the 
regulation. 


Three Coast writers involved in the hearings on communism in Holly- 
wood held by the House Un-American Activities Committee a couple 
years ago will participate in a forum tonight (Wed.) in New York. They 
are John Howard Lawson, Donald Ogden Stewart and Adrian Scott. 
A fourth speaker at the forum will be scripter Arnold Manoff. The 
powwow is being sponsored by the writing and publishing division of 
the National Council of the Arts. Sciences & Professions. It is labeled 
“Hollywood and the Writer.” A 50c.“contribution” will be asked of 
those who attend the event at the Hotel Sutton. 


Howard Hughes is shelving two Jane- Russell starrers, “It's Only 
Money” and “Montana Belle,” until several months after the national 
release of “The Outlaw.” RKO has not set a final release date 
on “Outlaw,” but will probably turn it loose for genera! distribu- 
tion in January or February with an entirely new promotional! campaign. 
No stills on “Money” or “Belle” will be handed out until next April. 

New line of publicity for “Border Incident” was adopted by Metro 
after a campaign patterned around the phrase, “The shame of two na- 
tions.” was tried out in numerous engagements. That phrase has been 
eliminated from all publicity on the picture. The new catch line is 
“Filmed where it actually happened.” 

Walter Scott's “Ivanhoe” has been in public domain for decades. but 
it took a lot of conniving to acquire the right to show it on the screen 
Before Metro announced it for production it had to obtain clearances 
from Edward Small, David O. Selznick, Edward Alperson, Samuel! Gold- 
wyn, RKO and Paramount. 

VARIETY muggs can usually tell the difference between male and 
female characters in pictures, but those Indian names in “The Ranger 
of Cherokee Strip” (Rep) caused a slip in the film's review in last week's 
‘9) issue. Alice Talton was the femme lead while Neyle Morrow played 
an Indian lad. 

Despite the high cost of musicals, a survey shows that Hollywood will 
turn out 25 of the tunefilms this year compared with only 15 in 1948. 
Heading the 1949 song sweepstakes is Metro with seven of the melodic 
pix due for completion this year. Although musicals are only a small 


percentage ofall “A” films, their boxoffice performances general!y are 
ahead of their straight dramatic competitors. Chief factpr in their pull 
#t the wicket is an invariably “escapist” plot which the public ap 
parently still relishes. 
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Tell I1 to the Jadge 


Columbia release of Buddy Adler pro- 
@uction. Stars Rosalind Russell, Robert 
Cummings; features Gig Young, Marie 
McDonald. Directed by Norman Foster. 
Screenplay. Nat Perrin; additional dialog. 
Roland Kibbee;: story. Devery Freeman: 
camera, Joseph Walker; editor, Charles 


Nelson: score. Werner Heymann; musical , 


Previewed at 


fi tor. Morris Stoloff. 
can Nov. 9, "49. 


Loew's 72d Street. N. Y., 
Running time. 87 MINS. 


Marsha Meredith Rosalind Russell 


Pete Webb Robert Cummings 
Alexander Darvac.. ; Gig Young 
Ginger Simmons . Marie McDonald 


Harry Davenport 
ee Fay Baker 
Katharine Warren 
Douglass Dumbrille 


Judge Meredith 
Valerie Hobson 
Kitty Lawton 


Ceorge Ellerby 
Roogie Clem Bevans 
Ken Craig Grandon Khodes 
Cleo Louise Beevers 
Senator Caswell Thurston Hall 
Ganceltlos Jay Novello 
“Tell It to the Judge” is a flip 
farce with enough gay twists to 
keep the customers chu kling 


through its implausible yarn. Al 
though hampered by an overall 
forcing of the plot machinery, pic 
rolls with bright dialog and sev- 
eral standout comedy situations 
Rosalind Russell and Robert Cum- 
mings add the necessary marquee 


values for good boxoffice pros- 
pects. 
Director Norman Foster has 


tailored the action to the comedic 


talents of the two leads. Out- 
fitted with glamorous garb and 
snappy lines, Miss Russell flavors 


the pic with a sophistication that 
ranges between  brashness and 
sweetness Cummings has one of 
his juiciest parts as a pratt-talling 
hcro who mugs his way 

maze of marital com- 

Miss Russell and Cum- 


romantic 
through a 
plications 


mings make for neat characte 
counterpoint 

Screwball yarn concerns Cum- 
mings’ efforts to win back his 


divorced wite, Miss Russell, who is 
buckine for a Federal court judge 
appointment The cause of the 
origina! splitup is a dumb blonde 
Marie McDonald, who turns up 
as a key witness in a case that 
Jawver Cummings is working on 
Each time Cummings woos back 
Miss Russell, she pops up as 4 
monkey-wrench in the affair 

switches between 


Pic's locale ‘ 
Florida, where Cummings follows 
Mics Russell, to the Adirondac k 


mountains where she escapes after 
being stood up on her remarriage 
night In this spot, Miss Russell 
ywretends to be married to a play- 
i Gig Young, who is stymied 
from exercising his privileges by 


Cummings’ entrance. in the nick 
There's firstrate laugh sequence 
in which duffer Cummings pits 


himself ‘against Young in a skiing 
competition and winds up with 
snow in his mouth. Finale brings 
the couple together in a conven- 
tional! clinch 

Solid support is contributed by 
Young, as a slick heavy; Miss Me 
Donald. as a straight dumbdora, 
end Harry Davenport, as Miss Rus- 
seli's grandfather, whose sole am- 
bition is to put her on the bench 
Rest of the cast backs up com 
petently. 

Production values are topflight 
with fancy interiors and neat out- 
door locations. Ace lensing, 
smooth editing and suitable back- 
ground score add to the laugh im- 
pact Herm. 


Holiday Affair 
Hollywood, Nov. 12. 


KK release of Don Hartman produc 
tien. directed by Hartman. Stars Robert 
Mitchum Janet Leigh, Wendell Corey; 
features Griff Barnett. Esther Dale. Henry 


O'Neill, Henry Morgan, Larry J. Bloke 
Helen Brown. Gordon Gebert Screen 
play Isobel Lennart: based on siory. 
“Christmas Gitt.” by John D. Weaver 
ci mere Milton Krasner; music Roy 
Webb: editor, Harry Marker. Tradeshown 
Nov. 10. “49. Running time. 66 MINS. 
Sieve Robert Mitchum 
Connie Janet Leigh 
dar! Wendell Corey 
a, Ge ....-seseees Griff’ Barnett 
Wee, TD . .ccesceoeese Esther Dale 
Mr. Crowley Henry O'Neill 
Police Lieutenant Henry Moersean 
Pleinclothesmen Larry J. Bike 
Emily Helen Brown 
Timms Gordon Gebert 


“Holiday Affair” is a warm 
Christmas offering It concerns 
jiself charmingly with the antics 
of humans during the Yuletide. de- 
veloping a lot of rich comedy 
drama in doing so. Marquee lincup 
of Robert Mitchum, Janet Leigh 
and Wendell Corey is good and the 
entertainment content is potent 
enough to spread word-of-mouth 
and please all ticket buyers 


Mitchum does somewhat of a 
iype switch and it comes out as 
one of his best aeting stints. How- 
ever, the departure’ isnt fas 


enough to lose the virile personal- 
ity that is his best stock-in-trade 
so his fans will be pleased 

The plot been backed with 
pienty of good writing and smart 
direction. The dialog is real and 
the situations just pixie enough to 
make it all play off in a fast 86 
minutes of amusement Basic 
story line is not too novel. but it 
has been smoothed and polished 
to a fare-the-well. Its basic eon- 
cern is with a war widow, mother 
of # six-year-old son. who's just 


lias 


‘” one is 


about to give up her widow status | 
through marriage to an old friend. 
That is, unti! she runs into a philo- 
sophical department store clerk. 
He moves in on the family, wins | 
over her son and. in a delightful 

finale, gets the mother too. 


From that basis, Isobel Len- | 
nart’s script turns and _ twists | 
amusingly under Don Hartman's" 


direction. Mitchum’s portrayal of | 
the clerk who is saving his money 
to fulfill a life-long ambition is 
expertly valued to develop 
chuckles. Miss Leigh is ok as the 
young mother who gets befuddled 
by love and Wendell Coroy keeps 
his old friend role trom becoming 
too neutral 


Of particular interest to 
audiences, and others, will 
six-year-old played by moppet 
Gordon Gebert. He has been 
given dialog that sparks with 
naturalism and Hartman's direc- 
tion is completely understanding 
of the juvenile mind Footage is 
studded with many scenes that 
smite the _ risibilities mightily 
while tugging at the heart. Such 
young Gebert's long. 
perilous trip to a department store 
to return a Christmas train given 
him by Mitchum, just because his 
friend needs the money. Another 
is the police court sequence, with 
Henry Morgan presiding, in which 
Mitchum and Miss Leigh have to 
explain why the hero likes to eat 
in the park with an _ orphan 
squirrel 

Griff Barnett and Esther 
as Miss Leigh's parents: 
O'Neill, department store 
dent, Larry J. Blake and Helen 
Brown are among the others who 
add importance to their scenes 

Hartman's production guidance 
is as strong as his direction, sup- 
plying the picture with the feeling 
of the hustle and bustle of the 
holiday season and smartly sup- 
porting the warm heartiness of the 
comedy and drama Roy Webb's 
score fits periectly and the lensing 
by Milton Krasner is good. Edit- 
ing is tight Brog. 


family 
be the 


Dale, 
Henry 
presi- 


The Blazing Trail 
(SONGS) 


Columbia release of Colbert Clark pro 


duction. Stars Charles Starrett: features 
Smiley Burnette. Marjorie Stapp. Directed 
by Ray Nazarro. Screenplay. Barry Ship 
man: camera. Ira H. Morgan: editor, Paul 
Borofsky At New York theatre. N. Y¥ 
week of Nov. 8, “49 Running time. 59 
MINS. 

Steve Allan Charles Starrett 
Smiley Burnette Smilev Burnette 
janet Masters Marjorie Stapp 
Luke Masters Fred Sears 
Sam Brady Steve Darrell 


Full House Patterson Jock O Mahoney 
Jess Williams Trevor Bardette 
Kirk Brady Steve Pendleton 


Robert Malcolm 
john Cason 
Hank Penny & Slim Duncan 


Old Mike Brady 


Colton 


“The Blazing Trail” is one of 


the better entries in Columbia's 
Durango Kid series. Low-budg- 
eter is aided by a goud script 


which camouflages the stock ridin’ 


and shootin’ of practically every 
oatuner with a suspenseful who- 
dunit atmosphere. Picture ap- 
pears certain to please in the 
action situations. 

As the marshal of a frontier 
town, Charles Starreft does some 


strenuous sherlocking after 
wealthy ranch owner Robert Mal- 
colm is mysteriously slain. Sus- 
picion points to Malcolm's broth- 
ers, Steve Darrell and Steve Pen- 
dieton, both of whom are named in 


Malcolm's will. 
Before the true killer is un- 
masked, the film unreels a 


combat 
stage- 


hand-to-hand 
along with a time-honored 
coach chase Per usual. Smiley 
Burnette. supplies a fair quota of 
levity as publisher of the local 
gazette. He also joins in with the 
hillbilly combo of Hank Penny and 
Slim Duncan in warbling several 
mesa melodies. 


Starrett is plenty virile both in 
portraying the marshal as well as 
the masked Durango Kid. Mar- 
jorie Stapp is pleasantly decora- 
tive in the lone femme role. Mal- 
colm, Darrell and Pendleton lend 
a realistic touch while supporting 
players measure up. Ray Nazarro’s 
direction is good in this Colbert 
Clark production. as is the camera- 


plethora of 








work of Ira H. Morgan. Gilb. 
Maha 
“Mafia.” Italian - made. 


trade-shown in New York Nov 


10. was reviewed in Variery 
from Genoa April 13, 1949. 
under its original title “In 


Nome Deila Legge.” Reviewer 
Hawk tabbed the, film as “a 


surefire entry for the art 
circuit.” 
Dealing with the “Mafia.” 


the Sicilian mob who live by 
their own law. the picture was 
credited in the review as be- 
ing “clean-cut, tightly knit 
and = well-rounded.” Acting. 
camera work and musical 
score were al) lauded. 


Miniature Reviews 


“Tell It te the Judge” ‘Col). 
Zany romantic comedy with 
Rosalind Russell, Robert Cum- 
mings; good b.o. 

“Holiday Affair” (RKO). 
Warm comedy of human be- 
havior during the Christmas 
season. Good b.o. outlook. 

“The Blazing Trail” (Col). 
Good mystery-actioner in the 
Charles Starrett-Durango Kid 
series. 

“Tough Assignment” ‘(Lip- 
pert). Routine melodrama for 
secondary billings. 








Teugh Assigument 


Hollywood, Nov. 10. 
Lippert release of Carl K. Hittleman 
production Stars Don Barry. Marjorie 


Steele, Steve Brodie; features Marc Law 
rence. Ben Welden, Iris Adrian. Michael 
Whalen. Sid Melton. Frank Richards. Fred 


Kohler, Jr Directed by William Beau 
dine. Screenplay. Milton Luban: original 
story. Hittleman: camera, Benjamin 
Kline: editor. Harry Gerstad. Previewed 
Nov. 7. “49. Running time, 64 MINS. 

Dan Reilly Don Barry 
Margie Marjorie Steele 
Morgan Steve Brodie 
PE <\:abeaeeeees Marc, Lawrence 
A Ben Welden 
Saar: Iris Adrian 
Hutchinson Michael Whalen 
Herman Sid Melton 
Steve Frank Richards 
Grant Fred Kohler. Jr 
Joe John Cason 
Patterson Stanley Andrews 
Ted Hugh Simpson 
Mx. Schultz Leande; de Cordova 
Mrs. Schultz Edit Angold 
Foster Stanley Price 


First Rancher 
Second Rancher 
Customer 


Gayle Kellogg 
Jack Geddes 
Dewev Robinsen 


-“Tough Assignment” is routine 
reporter-crime melodrama for 
lowercase bookings. Plot generates 
a modicum of interest but pace is 
not as fast as it should have been 
to pep up the meller factors. 

Don Barry and Marjorie Steele 
are a man and wife, reporter-pho- 
tographer team, who set out to run 
down a racket dealing in hot beef 
Gang is slugging small shopkeepers 
to buy the rustled beef. and hero 
team is out to find the ringleaders 
and mode of operation. They locate 
the rustling headquarters and join 
gang as helper and cook, respec- 
tively. Windup has their disguise 
penetrated but the police arrive in 
the nick of time. Barry and Miss 
Steele get their story, the crooks 
are jailed. 

Steve Brodie is the chief men- 
ace but has little to do besides sit 
behind a desk and look~ tough 
Mare Lawrence and Ben Welden 
are his main henchmen and others 
in the cast walk through their 
parts under the not very demand- 
ing direction of William Beaudine 
Producer Carl K. Hittleman also 
wrote the original story, scripted 
by Milton Luban. Lensing. editing 
and other production values are 
budget. Brog. 

Rigoletto 
(OPERA) 


Superfilm release of Minerva Films pro- 
duction. Features Tito Gobbi. Mario Filip- 
peschi. Directed by Carmine Galone. 
Music. Giuseppe Verdi: camera. Anchise 
Brizzi; orchestra conductor, Tullio Sera- 
fin. Tradeshown N. Y., Nov. 4, 49. Run- 
ning time, 105 MINS. 

Rigoletto Tito Gobbi 


Duke of Mantua Mario Filippeschi 
Lina Pagliughi 
Gilda | Marcella Govoni 
Sparafucile Giulio Neri 
Maddalena Anna Maria Canali 
Monterone Marcello Giorda 


Conte Di Ceprano Giuseppe Varni 


Embellished with good singing. 
a fine orchestral accompaniment 
and made at the Royal Opera 
House of Rome, the film version 
of Verdi's “Rigoletto” is a cultural 
step torward for the Italian cinema 
industry. Picture is assured of 
patronage from opera devotees as 
well as substantial interest from 
the large Italian-American popula- 
tion in the U. S. 

Although opera in the past dec- 
ade has developed a greater popu- 
lar appeal chiefly due to the ra- 
dio, the commercial pull of the 
medium as yet isn’t broad enough 
to warrant general release for 
“Rigoletto” or any other operatic 
film for that matter. Hence. this 
entry's market primarily will be 
confined to strategically located art 
houses where limited runs will be 
chalked up. 


Filmgoers will find the familiar 
arias and other more noteworthy 
passages of principal interest in 
“Rigoletto.” Unfortunately, in lens- 
ing an actual performance of the 
opera there are many actionless 
scenes which tend to slow the con- 
tinuity. This celluloid version is no 
exception. However, the expert di- 
rection of Carmine Gallone offsets 


the occasional story lags to some 
extent. 
For those ‘unfamilar with the 


libretto, the film reels off a lengthy 
English synopsis before each of 
the four acts are screened. Tito 
Gobbi creditably portrays the title 
role—-that of a jester to the Duke 
of Mantua. The latter, noted for 
his romantic conquests. is capably 
essayed by Mario Filippeschi. 
Jester’s daughter, Gilda, who sacri- 
fices her own life that the Duke 
might live, is performed visually 


by Marcella Govoni 
 Pagiiu 


while Lina 
i sings the part. 

ubbing for the Gilda role is not 
too expert a job as frequently the 
synchronization between voice and 
and lips doesn't match. Balance of 
the cast—singers from the Scala 
di Milano —is competent. Tullio 
Serafin briskly conducts the Royal 


Opera House Orchestra and the 


overall visual spectacle is faithfully 


caught by Anchise Brizzi’s camera. 
Picture, incidentally, is said to be 
the first complete screen version 
of the Verdi opera. Gilb. 


Vautrin. the Thief 
(FRENCH) 


Distinguished Films release of Gaumont 
(Georges Lampin) production Stars 
Michel Simon. Madeleine Sologne Di- 
rected by Pierre Billon. Screenplay. Gil 
bert Sauvajon, based on HMonore de Sal- 


zac’s “Human Comedy”; camera, Paul 
Cotteret; editor. Walter Klee: English 
titles. Klee. At Apollo. N. Y.. week Nov. 
10. "49. Running time, 88 MINS. 

Vautrin Michel Simon 
Esther Madeleine Sologne 


Georges Marchal 
Louis Seigner 
Gisele Casadesus 
Jacques Varennes 
Tony Laurent 


Lucien Chardon 
Baron de Nuncingen 
Clotilde de Grandlieu 
M. de Grandlieu . 
Chief of Police 


Cotenson . bas Georges Colin 
Europe 2: Ubeienne Bogeert 
Asie Line Noro 


(In French: Enalish Titles) 

“Vautrin, the Thief” is a lustre- 
less French import that's shined up 
a bit by Michel Simon's fine por- 
trayal of the title role. Aside from 
the star's performance there's lit- 
tle merit in this confusing film ver- 
sion of Honore de Balzac's “The 
Human Comedy.” Picture appears 
destined as supporting fare for art 
houses employing dual policies. 

While presumably an arch-thief. 
Simon nevertheless takes on a 
Robin Hood quality after a jail- 
break when he attempts to regain 
social prestige for Georges Marchal 
who has dissipated his fortunes. 
But whether his interest in Marchal 
was prompted. by aultruism or by 
more material reasons is never 
clearly defined by the disjointed 
screenplay. 

Since 600.000 francs are required 
to restore Marchal's estate to him. 
Simon capitalizes upon the lech- 
erous desires of wealthy banker 
Louis Seigner, as a means of rais- 
ing the coin Financier takes a 
fancy to reformed strumpet Made- 
leine Sologne and allows himself 
to be swindled out of almost all the 
600.000 francs 

Marchal and Miss Sologne. smit- 
ten with mutual affection, evidently 
weren't apprised by Simon of the 
value of the fund-raising scheme 
The one-time courtesan refuses to 
go through with l'affaire Seigner 
by suiciding, whereupon the grief- 
stricken Marchal takes his life too. 
Final twist has the 
granting Simon his freedom in the 
belief that the tragedy preying on 
his conscience will dissuade him 
from future lawbreaking. 

Other cast members fail to meas- 
ure up to Simon's expert thesping. 
Miss Sologne’s interpretation of 
the cocotte is a mechanical one 
while Marchal is far too stiff as the 
prodigal. Better direction by Paul 
Billon. plus’ improved editing. 
might have partially overcome the 
deficiencies of the Gilbert Sauvajon 
screenplay. Gilb. 


The First Front 
(RUSSIAN) 


Artkino release of Mosfilm production. 





Directed by Viadimir Petrov. Screenplay. 
Nikolai . Virta; camera. Y. Yekelichik: 
music, Aram Khatchaturian. At Stanley. 
N. Y., Nov, 12, ‘49. Running time, 81 
MINS. So 

Commander-in-Chief Stalin Alexei Dieky 
Col. General Vasilievsky Y. Shumsky 
Col. General Voronoy Vv. Merkuryev 
Lt. General Rokossovsky B. Livanoy 
Col. General Yeremenko N. Kolesnikov 


N. Simonoy 
Nikolai Cherkasov 


Lt. General Chuikov 
Franklin D. Roosevelt 


Winston Churchill Stanitsin 
Harriman * K. Mikhailov 
Hitler ee M. Astangov 
Paulus he hk tel haw V. Gaidarov 





(‘In Russian; Enalish Titles) 

The ultimate dectine of Russian 
films into frank vehicles for the 
Soviet propaganda ministry is 
made unmistakably evident in “The 
First Front.” which purportedly 
tells of the defense of Sjalingrad. 
Although enormous resources were 
obviously placed at the disposal of 
the producers, the “finished result 
is a crude poster far beneath the 
class of the great war films of the 
early Soviet days and distinctly in- 
ferior even to the less meritorious 
pix of the past 15 or 20 vears. 

In this film, there are flashes of 
the Russian talent for manipulat- 
ing tremendous masses of people 














Adam and Evelyne 

“Adam and Evelyne” (Rank). 
being tradeshown in New York 
tomorrow (Thurs.), was re- 
viewed in Varirry from Lon- 
don June 8, 1949 by Myro who 
rated it as an “agreeable light- 
weight entertainment offering, 
capable of earning modest 
grosses in the U.S.” Revolving 
around a gambler and an or- 
phan girl, film was noted for 
its “crisp direction and some 
snappy bits of dialog.”’ Stewart 
Granger and Jean Simmons 
star. It's being released in the 
U. S. by Universal. 


gendarmes | 


on a vast pictorial canvas. Se. 
quences showing the German 
army assaulting the flaming city of 
Stalingrad and the Russian soldiers 
digging in for the heroic stand are 

rojected with powerful impact, 
, Unfortunately, these portions are 
nullified by the hand of the politi- 
cal commissars supervising the 
“line” of the film. 

This fiim designs the historical 
‘data into a ttern of fierce na- 
tionalism. e soldiers, partic. 
ularly the officers, get a full meas- 
ure of glorification. But the main 
intent of the pic lies in the deifica- 
tion of Marshai Stalin as the ail- 
wise, all-powerful and all-benevy- 
olent ruler of his people. Like most 
paeans, this film exaggerates where 
is doesn't falsify and wearies where 
it aoesn’t irritate. The uncritical 
Russophiles may lap it up as gos- 

el. 

Virtually half of the film focuses 
on Stalin in the Kremlin in a va- 
riety of postures ranging from in- 
timate friendliness to _ strategic 
brilliance. His idealized portrait 
by Alexei Dieky is drawn to con- 
trast the leader's confidence against 
the chaos and uncertainty of the 
front. Other historical figures, 
such as Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
Winston Churchill and Hitler, also 
stalk the screen, each caricatured 
in accordance with the Soviet's 
diplomatic requirements. 

Except for the kaleidoscopic war 
scenes, the film unfolds with mo- 
notonous slowness. With Stalin as 
the*central character, the director 
played it safe by not cutting away 
from his image until absolutely 
necessary. As a result, the Stalin- 
grad battle is submerged in the 
footage devoted to Stalin. 

_ Khatchaturian’s background mu- 
sic is a stirring but conventional 
score, Camera work is excellent. 
especially in the sweeping shots of 


the fighting. But what this film 
needed most of all was an editor 
with courage enough to. scissor 
many of the sequences devoted to 
Stalin. Herm 
Vagabunden 
(Vagabonds) 
(AUSTRIAN) 
Zurich, Oct. 22 
Emelka Film release of Rolf Hansen- 
Oefa preduction Directed by Hansen 


Screenplay by Hansen. Juliane Kay and 
Tibor Yost. based on play by Miss Kay 
Camera, Oskar Schnirch: music. Anton 
Profes Associate producer. Friedrich 
Erban. At Scala, Zurich. Running time, 
100 MINS. 

Dr. Elisabeth Gamma Paula Wessely 
Dr. Peter Gamma Attila Hoerbiger 
Gaby Elder Elfe Gerhart 


Mademoiselle Belet Adrienne Gessner 


Dr. Christian Hessler Eric Frey 
Andy Carr Siegfried Brever 
Ulmansky Kurt Heinpel 
| Freulein Fuchs Helli Servi 


Lensed in Salzburg and Vienna. 
this new Austrian pic is a definite 
b.o. winner here, due to its femme 
appeal. Artistic qualities, how- 
ever, are rather inferior. Cutting 
and camera work are conventional 
and clumsy, and the cast is aver- 
age, with the exception of Paula 
Wessely in the lead, who has some 
great moments. U. S. chances are 
slim. 

Plot concerns a married couple, 
both doctors. The husband falls 
in love with a singer and leaves 
his wife who, without his knowing. 
is expecting a baby. The singer 
soon finds a new romance and the 
husband, after various complica- 
tions, returns repentantiv to his 
wife, who has never stopped lov- 
ing him. The play by Juliane 
Kay. on which the film is based, 
was more on the light. comic side, 
whereas the film version tries to 
make a tragedy out of it. which 
apparently will help the b.o. a lot, 
but doesn't do justice to the ot 
an 


Some scenes are overlong 
could stand cutting. Alezo. 
Dolores 
(La Cepla de la Dolores) 
(SPANISH) 
Lux Film release of Ricardo Nunez 


production. Stars Imperio Argentine 
rected by Benito Perojo. Screenplay by 
Francesco Madrid, based on Manuei Ace 
vedo's play. “The Story of Dolores’: cam- 
era. Antonio Merayo: music. Maestro Bre- 
ton: English adaptation and titles Clare 
Catalano. Tradeshown WN. Y., Nov 2. ‘49 
Running time. 85 MINS. 


Dolores . Imperio Argentina 
Melchoir and Flaco Enrique Diosdede 
Cirilo Amadeo Novoa 
Mariano Ricardo Canales 
Lazaro Manolite Diaz 


(In Spanish: English Titles) 

Except for an occasional over- 
bearing display of histronics. this 
importation shows up to good ad- 
vantage and should be solid for 
Spanish-language houses, though it 
has a tendency to drag during its 
85 minutes. 

However, story is essentially 
gripping in telling of a gal tor- 
mented by a ballad written to de- 
fame her. Composed bv her se- 
ducer in retaliation for her sham- 
ing him before his friends. the 
song follows the girl as she runs 
from town to town trying to escape 
from it. Settling in a hamlet. the 
girl marries an innkeeper who 
took her in despite his knowineé 
the story behind the ballad. Mean- 
while. the gal’s true lover. re 
leased from prison after serving 


five vears of a life sentence for 
(Continued on page 29) 
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LA Still Limps Albeit ‘By Night 
Bright $28,000; Everybody’ NSH 486, 
Forest’ $42,000, ‘Columbus’ Only 246 


Los Angeles, Nov. 15. #4 

Long pared weekend and five 
new bills are failing to brighten B d ¢ 
local firstrun biz as much as had) roa way rosses 
been anticipated Despite good —- 
crix appraisal and word-of-mouth, Estimated Total Gross 
“Everybody Does It,”’ in five the- This Week 
atres,. is not forte at $48,000. “Be- (Based on 17 
yond Forest shapes okay $42,000 Last Year 
in three sites while “Christopher (Based on 17 
Columbus” is not big with $24,000 )——— 


“Live By Night,” in contrast, is Wheel Rolling 
In Indpls., $15, 00 


heading for pleasing $28,000 in 
Indianapolis, Nov 


four small-seaters “Intruder in 
Dust” looks disappointing $5,000 in 
Film biz is a bit spotty at +" 
luxers here this week, “Big Wheel,” 


one house despite hypo for launch- 
auto racing film made partly at 





$628 ,000 
fheatres} 
$711,000 
theatres.) 


—— ——— 





Hollywood, Wiltern 


ing “Prison Warden” is being | 
boosted by vaude to okay a] 
at Orpheum 
Estimates for This Week 
Beverly Hills, Downtown, Hawaii, | 
Hollywood Music Halls (Prin-Cor) 
(834: 902: 1,106; 512; 55-$1)— 
“Live By Night” (RKO) and “Proj- 
ect X"” (FC). Pleasing $28,000; Indianapolis Speedway, is stout at 
Last week, “Deputy Marshal” ps Loew's to lead town, while “Lost 
‘ed a at Oo Gong. Cae Boundaries” is extra good at Circle. 
Chinese, Los Angeles, Loyola, But “Everybody Does It” failed to 
Uptown, Wilshire (FWC) (2,048; catch at Indiana. 
2.097; 1,248; 1,719; 2,296; 60-$i)— Estimates for This Week | 
Everybody Does it” (2cii) and Circle ‘Gamble-Dolle) (2,600; 4 | 
“Masked Raiders’ (RKO). Okay ‘ cata dG | 
$48.000 but not up to hopes. Last 2) — Lost, Boundaries” (FC) and | 
week. “Pinky” (20th) (3d wk). four Make Mine Laughs (RKO). 
situations, including Loew’s State, a ee Last week. ' Seabis- | 
$31 500 + yt B) and “Sky Liner” (Indie), | 
Downtown, $11,000. . , 
(WB) (1,757; 2.756; 2,344; 60-$1)— |, Indiana (C-D) (3.300; 44-65)— | 
“Beyond Forest” (WB). Good $42.- “Everybody Does It” (20th) and 
000. Last week. “Yellow Ribbon” | “Project X Indie’. Mild $8,000. 
(RKO) (2d wk), fine $24,900. Last week, “Wore Yellow Ribbon” 
Egyptian, Los Angeles, Wilshire ‘RKO), big $13,500. . 
(FWC) (1,538; 2.096: 2,296: 60-$1)— Loew's (Loew s) 2.427: 44-65)— 
“Scene of Crime” (M-G) and “Big Wheel ‘UA) and “Impact” 
“Border Incident” (M-G) (2d wk). | [UA). Strong $15,000 and possible 
Oke $22,000 Bill holds added holdover. Last week. “Jolson Sings 
5 days at Egyptian, then house Again” ‘Col) ‘3d wk), nice $7,500 
goes dak for remodelling for re- i2 5 days, swelling 19-day take to 
opening day-date with Loew’s &reat $42,000 at 55-90¢ scale. 
Siate as Metro showcase. L. A. and, Lyrie (G-D) 1,600; 55-85)— 
Wilshire are now 20th-Fox show- “Deputy Marshal Indie) with 
cases Tiny Hill orch, others, onstage. Oke 
Pantages Hillstreet (RKO) (2,812; $13,000. Last week. “Roughshod” 


2.290: 60-$1.10) — “Jolson Sings ‘RKO) with Ted Mack unit onstage, 
Again” ‘Col) (4th wk). Nice $24,- | modest $11,500 
000. Last week, $28.400. — 

los Angeles, Hollywood Para- 
mounts (F&M) (3.398: 1,451: 50- | 
mounts F&M) (3.308; 1.451: | 50- Hellfire -Vaude Hot 166, 
in’ Rhythm” (Col) (L.A. only) (2d 


Buff; ‘Biscuit’ Slow 9G 


wk-6 days’. Oke $22,000. Last week, 


37.000 
- United Artists, Ritz, Studio City, Sate. Mov. Ue. 
Vogue ‘UA-FWC) (2.36 1,370; Vaude at Century is pushing 
880; 885; 60-$1) — “Christopher | “Hellfire” to nice week but else- 
Columbus” ‘U) and “Tough Assign- | where it is unexciting. ‘“Seabis- | 
Deen re ee Okay $24,000. ' cuit” looks very mild at Center 
tl and “Mysterious Desperado” while “Everybody Does It looms | 
(RKO) (2d wk-4 days), $7,200. j}trim at Paramount. 


Million Dollar, El Rey, Iris, Bel- 
mont, Culver ‘D’town-FWC) (2,093; 
‘Continued on page 31) 


Estimates for This Week 


“Pinky” (20th) (2d wk). 


“Everybody Does It” (20th) and 
“Deputy Marshal” ‘Indie). Nice 
$14,000 Last week, “Red, Hot, 
| Blue” 'Par) and “Song Surrender” 
(Par), same 

Center (‘Par) (2,100: 
“Seabiscuit” (WB). Mild 
| wast week, “Friend Irma” 
(2d wk), big $10,500 
Lafayette (Basil) (3.000: 40-70)— 
“Abandoned” (‘U) and “Blanche 
Fury” ‘EL). Oke $12,000 Last 
week. “Jolson Sings Again” (Col) 
(3d wk), fine $10,000 

Century (20th Cent.) (3.000: 40- 
70)—* Hellfire” (Rep) and vaude. 


¥ ties Man’-Mooney 
Big $45,000 Tops Det.; 
‘Wheel’ Smooth $18, 000 


Detroit, Nov. 
Stageshow headed b ad 
Mooney band is pushing yt 
Man” to solid session at the Fox. 
Next best looks to be “Big Wheel” 
which is rolling to big round at 
the United Artists. Elsewhere it 
is strictly holdover, with “Jolson 
Sings Again” still steady in fifth 
week at the Madison. 





40-70)— 
$9,000. 
(Par) 


| Nice $16,000. Last week, “Mourn- 

Estimates for This Week |ing Becomes Electra” (RKO) and 

Fox ‘Fox-Mich) (5,000; 70-95)— | “The Pearl” (RKO), light $6,500 
“Fighting Man” (20th) plus cage | in 4 days. 


show headed by Art Mooney orch. 
Big $45.000. Last week, “Beauti- 
ful Doll” (20th) and “Skyliner” | 
(Indie) (2d wk). thin $18,000. 
Michigan ‘United Detroit) (4,000; 
70-95)—""Tokyo Joe” (Col) and 
“Blondie Hits Jackpot” (Col) (2d | 
wk) Fair $16,000. Last week, | 
strong $23.000 | 
Palms ‘UD) ‘2.900: 70-95)—“Yel- 
low Ribbon” ‘RKO) and “Dan 
Patch” (UA) (3d wk). Down to 
$10,000. Last week, solid $16,000. | 
United Artists (UD) (2,000: 70- 
95'\—""Big Wheel” ‘UA) and “Arc- 
tic Fury” (RKO). Swell $18,000. 
Last week. “Johnny Eager” (M-G) 
and “Rhythm Hits Ice” (M-G) (re- 


issues). $12.000 

Madison (UD) (1,800: 95-$1.20)— 
“Jolson Sings Again” (Col) (5th 
wk). Steady $10,000. Last week, 
$12,000 

ll ‘Balaban) (1,700; 70-95)— 
*“Midnight Kiss” (M-G) and “Secret 
Garden” (M-G) (2d wk). Fading to 
$7,500. Last week. nice $9,000. 

Downtown (Balaban) (2,900; 70- 
i ‘Red Danube” (M-G) and 

ale of Navajos” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Drab $6.000. Last week, $8,000. 


Cincinnati. Nov 

“Yellow Ribbon” en * 
brightly this round and is giving 
lift to all downtown stands. Arm- 
istice Day extension of week end 
holiday aided in offsetting outdoor 
lure of autumn summer and an- 
nual visit of “Ice Follies of 1950” 
in mammoth Ciney Garden arena. 
Other first runs “Big Wheel” and 

Savage Splendor” are shaping 
nice. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO: (3.100: 55-75) — 
“Yellow Ribbon” (RKO). Robust 
$17,000. Last week, “Seabiscuit” 
(WB), breezy $14.000 

Capitol (RKO) (2.000. 60-94)— 
“Jolson Sings Again” ‘Col: ‘6th 
wk). Exiting great run with melo- 


? ‘ ‘ peut 


— 


Buffalo ‘Loew’'s) (3,500; 40-70)— 


L’ville Lags Again But 
‘Everybody’ Oke $11,000 


Louisville, Nov. 15. 
Downtown houses are not doing | 
_— this week. Armistice Day | 
= helped a little, but a pa- 
be through the downtown area, 
with large groups of Army person- 
pene from Fort Knox, kept potential | 
cket buyers on the curb. Warm 
cS. grid games, and the gen- | 
| eral outdoor lure all are factors in | 
sluggish pace. “Every ry! Does It” 
ialto and “Sword in Desert” at | 
State- look like the leaders but 
both are about average. 
Estimates for This Week 
Mary Anderson ‘People’s) (1,400; 
45-65)—"“‘Seabiscuit” (WB) (2d wk) 
Neat $6,500 after last week’s solid 


$10,000. 

Rialto ‘Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 
45-65)—“‘Everybody Does It” (20th) 
and “Forbidden Street” (20th). 
Average $11,000. Last week, “Chi- 
cago Deadline” (Par) and “C ed 
Punch” (Mono), sturdy $14,00 

State (Loew's) (3,000; 45- ¢s)— 
“Sword in Desert” (U) and “House | 


Across § Street” (WB). Medium $10,- | 
000. Last week, “Jolson Sings | 
Again” (Col) (2d wk), sock $17,000. | 

Strand (FA) (1,000; 45-65)—| 
“Song of Surrender” (Par) and 
“Forgotten Women” (Mono). Mild 
$3,500. Last week, “Slattery’s Hur- 
ricane” (20th) and “Arson, Inc.” 
(Mono), $5,000. 


Forsyte Pacing 
D.C., Fat $26,000 


Washington, Nov. 

Even with holiday prices in 
stice Day pilus the three-day week- 
end for government workers, biz 
is not impressive here this round. 
Holdovers will keep average down, 
and newcomers showed up weak. 
Sole exception is “That Forsyte 
Woman” at Palace which looms gi- 
gantic. “Seabiscuit” at Warner dis- 
appointing. “Yellow Ribbon” stili 
fine in third Keith week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitel (Loew's) (2,434; 44-85)— 
“Red Light” (UA) plus vaude. Slim 
$18,000 for holiday week, despite 
Will Mahoney on stage. Last week, 
“Midnight Kiss” ‘(M-G) plus Peter 
Lawford-Joey Adams on _ stage, 
mighty $29,000, best here in weeks. 

Dupont ‘Lopert) (385; 50-85)— 
“Lost Boundaries” (FC) (3d wk). 
Very steady $5,400 after $4,800 
last week. Holds on. 

Columbia (Loew’s) (1,200; 44-74) 
—‘Song Surrender” (Par). Dull 
$5.000 for firstrun. Last week, 
“Friend Irma” (Par) (2d run), okay 


$6,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1.939: 44-80)— 
“Wore Yellow Ribbon” (RKO) (3d 
wk). Fine $10,000 after strong 
$14,000 last week. Season's rec- 
ord-breaker for this house. 

Palace (Loew's) (2,370; 44-74)— 
“Forsyte Woman” (M-G). Tops in 
| town with loud $26,000. Last week, 
“Everybody Does It” (20th), lively 


Playhouse (Lopert) (432; 50-85) 
—"“Passage Pimlico” (4th wk). 
| Sease $5,000 after $4,500 last | 
week. 





Down to $17,000 
$13,000 after smash $26,000 opener. 
Paramount ‘Par) (3,000; 40-70)— | 


| Metropolitan (Warner) ‘1,163: 44- 
74)—“Reckless Moment” (Col). 
Nice $7,000. Last week. “Jolson | 


Sings Again” (Col) (4th wk), 
$7,500 at upped scale. 
National (Heiman) (1.600; 44-74) 
—“Red Danube” (M-G) (2d _ wk). 
Surprisingly firm $9,000 after fine 


$0-SO | 


$11,000 opener. 
Warner (WB) (2,164; 44-74)— 
“Seabiscuit” (WB). Okay $16,000 


for 9 days, but not up to hopes in 

luring holiday crowds. Last week, 

“Beyond Forest” (WB) (2d wk), 

| okay $9,000 in final 5 days. 

| Trans-Lux (T-L) (654; 44-80)— | 
“Fallen Idol” (SRO) ‘8th’ wk). Nice | 
a 500 after $4,500 last week. 








Ribbon’ Rich $17,000, Cincy Standout: 
‘Wheel’ Fast % Splendor’ Nice 7156 


dious $6,000 after 
fifth stanza. 

Grand (RKO) 
“Savage Splendor” 
$7500. Last week, 
(Mono), six days, $6,000. 

Keith's (City Inv.) (1.542: 55-75) 


sturdy $7,500 


‘1.400: 55-75)-— 
(RKO) Nice 
“Stampede” 


“Big Wheel” (UA). Fine $9.000 or 
over, bolstered by p.a. of Jack 
Dempsey before preem which 


landed sock press and radio puffs. 
Last week, “Sword in Desert” ‘U). 


$6,500. 
Palace (RKO) (2.600: 55-75)— 


“Live By Night” (RKO). Fairish 
$10.000. Last week. “Red Light” 
(UA), $9,500. 

Shubert (RKO) (2.100: 55-75)— 
“Seabiscuit” (WB) (1.0. ). Pleasing 
$5.500. Last week, es Joe” 
(Col) (m.o.), slow $4,500 

‘Se ’ ha 


_ $17,000 after big $25,000 opener. 


, big $15,800 preem. Holds a 


Armistice Ups Hub; Forsyte’ Average 


$32,000, ‘Chicago’ UG, Tdol Nice 156 


Key City Grosses , 


' Two Armistice Day onaien in 
Hub helped to hypo takes slightly 
in downtown ouses but not 
Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $2.738.000 
(Based on 25 cities, 





enough to take up slack in general 
downward trend. “Forsyte 
Woman,” one of newcomers, at 
State and Orpheum, shapes about 











theatres, chiefly first runs, in average. “Chicago Deadline” at 
‘luding N. Paramount and Fenway looms 
Total Gross Same Week fair. “Fallen Idol” at Mayflower 
Last Year $2,939,000 and Esquire opened slow but looks 
(Based on 23 cities and 221 to land nice to big totals. 
theatres. Estimates for This Week 
on Astor (Jaycox) (1,200; 50-95)— 
‘re ’ P “Pinky” (20th) (6th wk) Oke 
$8,000. Last week, $8,700 for 5th 
Light Brightens “=: 
Boston (RKO) (3,200; 55-5) 
“Reckless Moment” ‘Col! plus 


° vaude. Heavy holiday biz wil! help 
at to okay $22,000. Last week, 
9 “Abandoned” (U) plus vaude, $20.- 

500. 
Esquire (ATC) (960; 35-95)— 
“Fallen Idol” (SRO). Class up- 
town house opened for run of pic 


with big $7,000 or near in view. 
Fenway (NET) (1,373; 40-85) — 


Philadelphia, Nov. 15. 
Biz backslide continues with Sat- 
urday virtually only bright spot 
because of Army & Penn football 


game. Rain plummeted Sunday “Chicago Deadline” (Par) and 
grosses in firstruns and weak new- “Golden Stallion” (Rep). Not bad 
comers, plus played-out holdover $6,500. Last week, “Seabiscuit” 


fare, did the damage. “Red Light.” (WB) and “Song Surrender” ‘Par), 
best of new arrivals, is bright at) $5.000. 
Stanton. “Seabiscuit” is sluggish Mayflower (ATC) (700; 35-95)—~ 
at Mastbaum. “Border Incident” “Fallen Idol” (SRO). Expected to 
with tab musical “Make Mine Man- build to sock $8,000 or close. Last 
hattan” onstage, looks fair at week, subsequent-run. 
Earle. a (3,500; 40-85)--- 
7 “Beautiful ‘Doll’ (20th). (2d wk). 
Retjmates Sor Tees Ween Nice $18,000 after $22,000 for first. 


Aldine (WB) (1,303; 60-$1.25)— ana. 
“Jolson Sings Again” ‘Col) (7th si ectety Bose pan Mg 
wk). Holding up strongly at $13. 244 “Deputy Marshal” (Indie) (2d 
500. Last week, $14,500. wk). 


Down to $16,000 after modest 
$19,500 first. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-85)— 
“Forsyte Woman” (M-G). Average 
$20,000. Last week, “Jolson Sings 


Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99)—‘‘Baby 
Makes Three” (Col). Mild $15.000. 
Last week, “Lost Boundaries” (FC) 
(3d wk), okay $14,000. 


Earle (WB) (2.700: 50-99)—‘Bor- Again” ‘Col) (3d wk), solid $15,000. 
der Incident” (M-G). With “Make Paramount (NET) (1,700; 40-85) 
Mine Manhattan” unit onstage, —‘“Chicago Deadline” (Par) and 
about par at $20,000. Last week, “Golden Stallion” (Rep). Average 
“Brimstone” (Rep) with “Grand $15,500. Last week, “Seabiscuit 
Ole Opry” onstage, $18,000. —- Fs Surrender” ‘Par), 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99)-—“Every- Mild $11,000. | 
body Does It” (20th) (2d wk-5 days). ,,_ State (Loew) (3,500; 40-85)- - 
Mild $12,000. Last week, trim “Forsyte Woman” (M-G). Upexcit- 
$21,000. — ing $12,000. Last week. “Grant 

lle Takes Richmond” (Col) and 
Pee me pees Aly = “Border Incident” (M-G), $10.000. 
99)—"*Re anube” (M-G) (3d wk). 





Down to $10,000. Last week, nice 
$13,000. 

Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-99) 
—*Doctor and Girl” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Slim $4,500. Last week, $6.000. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-99)— 
“Seabiscuit” (WB). Very slow $13.- 
000. Last week, “Beyond Forest” 
(WB) (2d wk-11 days), $20,000. 

Stanley (WB) (2,950: 50-99)— 
“Tokyo Joe” (Col) (2d wk). Good 


End of Steel Walkout 
Lifts Cleve; ‘Doll’ Fine 
$15,000, ‘Everybody’ 136 


Cleveland, Nov. 15. 
Settling of steel strike in local 
plants, is taking the whammy off 
2!l houses which are visibly perking 
up here. Improved economic con- 
ditions are most aptly refiected by 
strong showings ing made by 


Stanton (WB) 
“Red Light” (UA). 


(1478; 50-05)— 
Bright $15,000. 


Last week, “Reckless Moment” “Everybody Does It” at Palace, 
(Col), drab $8,500. “Doctor and Girl” at State and 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 50-99)— “Beautiful Doll” at Hipp. “Jolson 
“Blanche Fury” (EL) (2d wk). Sings Again” on third round shapes 


stoutly at Esquire. 
Estimates for This Week 

Allen (Warners) (2,000; 55-70)— 
“Reckless Moment” (Col). Weak 
$9.500. Last week, “Abandoned” 
(U), $9,200 

Esquire «Community) (704: 60- 
$1)— “Jolson Sings Again” ‘Col) 
(3d wk). Husky $13,000 following 
$14.000 last week. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 55-70)— 
“Beautiful Doll” (20th). Healthy 
$15,000. Last week, “Seabiscuit” 
(20th), $14,000. 

Palace (RKO) (3,300; 55-70) — 


Trim $7,°00 after $6,500 opener. 


‘Doll’ Sultry $13,000 In 
Balto; ‘Forsyte’ Hep 156 


Baltimore, Nov. 

Biz here is perking a bit. with 
best current activity reported by 
“Forsyte Woman,” at Loew's Cen- 
tury, and “Beautiful Doll,” at the 
New. Also in good position is 
“Fighting Man” which is lifting the 
Mayfair's take to one of its best 





|“Everybody Does It” (20th). Swell 
figures in moons. $13,000. Last week, ‘Strange 
Estimates for This Week Bargain” (RKO) plus stage unit 


Century (Loew’s-UA) (3.000: 20- 
60) — “Forsyte Woman” (M-G) 
Pointing to fine $15,000. Last week, 
‘ “Johnny Eager” (M-G) (reissue), 
$6.400. 


with Pat Henning and Charles 
Timblin, big $23,000 one of best 
grossers from N, Y. Palace. 

State ‘Lotw’s) (3,450; 55-70) —- 
“Doctor and Girl” (M-G). Big, $15.- 
000. Last were om Ken- 
tuckian” (Rep) | $16, 

Stillman (Loew's) nx 700: 55-70) 


Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2.240: 
20-89) — “Live By Night” (RKO) 
plus vaude headed by Dave Apol- : 


lon. Fairish $14,000. Last week, —Red, Hot, Blue” (Par). Satisfac- 
“Strange Bargain” (RKO) and big ‘ory $7,000. Last week, “Gal Took 
stageshow headed by Jerry Col- West” (U), $5,000. 





onna, Jan August and Eileen 
Barton, all right $15,200. 


Keith’s (Schanberger) (2.460; 20- 
60\—"That’s My Baby” ‘ UI). Opens 
tomorrow (Wed.) after “Red. Hot. 
Biue” (Par) hung up $9,300. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980: 20-65) — 
“Fighting Man” (20th). Sélid $8.- 
000, and holds. 

New (Mechanic) (1,800: 20-60)— 
“Beautiful Doll” (20th). Fine $13.- 
- Last week, “Everybody Does 

(20th) (2d wk), $7,300. 
m " (WB) (3,280; 25-75) — | 
‘Chicago Deadline” (Par). Opened | 
+ go dR Y ite after 10 days of 
eabiscuit” ( ) faile 
at $9800 ailed to excite 
Town (Rappaport) (1.500: 35-65) 
“Wore Yellow Ribbon” (RKO) 
‘2d wk). Trim $11,000 on heels of 
third. 


© Oe: @O hr ignwiree , 


Seattle Still Spotty, 
Albeit ‘Chicago’ $13,000 


Seattle, Nov. i5 

Partial holiday is no help to 
most houses here this week. “Chi- 
cago Deadline” is best. “Yellow 
Ribbon” is at the Blue Mouse for 
extended-run, moving from Para- 
mount. “Jolson” is hefty in third 
stanza at Liberty. 

Estimates for This Week 

Coliseum (H-E) (1,877: 59-84)— 
“Chicago Deadline” (Par) and 
“Zamba” (EL). Great $13,000. Last 
week, “Gal Took West” ‘(U) and 


“Riders in Sky” (Col), mild $5,000 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 59- 

84)—“Seabiscuit” (WB) and “Wolf 
(Continued on page 31) 


Atle 





with sit 
Holdo 
Wore 
week ; 
“Come 
chips w 
United . 
Again” 
engagen 
Esti 
Chica; 
“Beyond 
Marilyn 
Jerry Li 
000. La 
line” (P 
(2d wk), 
Garric 
“Animal 
Soup” | 
Fine $6. 
Grand 
“Wore ; 
(3d wk). 
week, so 
Orient 
—"Big | 
Button 
Sock $6 
Joe” (Co 
stagesho 
Palace 
“The Tl 
vaude. | 
$17,500. 
(Ui and 
$12,000. 
Rialto 
“Because 
Should 
week, $1 
Roose v 
“Song o! 
13,000 « 
‘ook We 
Selwyr 
$2.40)—" 
wk). Stil 
week, $4 
State-l 
—"Red 
moderate 
“Every be 
wk), $14. 
United 
98)—"‘Co 
wk). Bri 
$13,500. 
Woods 
1.25)—" 


WELK 
WO" 


*Lawre 
Judge | 
sion at C 
tago D 
shapes j 
Night” 
Brandeis 
Esti 
Orphe: 
80)-—" Ju 
with La 
Btlage 
“Black 
Bandit” 
Brand 
“Live fF 
“Arctic 


000. 
(Col) an 
(RKO), ¢ 

Param 
So-so $1( 

y Do 
emory 
. State | 
Home RB 

$4,200 

Omaha 
= “Chri 
and “Bl 
“ 8’ ( 

ick Be 


i 











Wednesday, November 16, 1949 


PICTURE GROSSES 19 





Armistice Beats Chi Heat: ‘Forest’ 
Upped by Maxwell-Lawford-Lester 
$65,000, ‘Wheel’- Shoes’ 606, Both Big: 


,% 
. 4 


Chicago, Nov. 15. 
hile the Loop boxoffice wilted 
oa part of week because of un- 
seasonal temperatures, latter part 
jis being boosted by Armistice Day 








crowds and strong new product. | 


“Reyond Forest” backed by Mari- 
a.” Maxwell, Peter Lawford and 
Jerry Lester onstage at the Chi- 
cago shapes great $65,000. Orien- 
tal, with a tab version of “High 
Button Shoes” and “Big Wheel, 
is being helped by personals of 
Mickey Rooney and Thomas Mitch- 
ell. May hit sock $60,000. Palace 
with eight acts of vaudeville and 
“The Threat” is headed for tidy 
$17,500. 

“Song of Surrender” at Roose- 
yelt is moderate $13,000 or less. 
“Red Danube” appears barely okay 
with $16,500 at State-Lake. 

Holdovers are topped by “She 
Wore Yellow Ribbon,” in third 
week at Grand with $11,000. 
“Come to Stable” still is in the 
chips with lusty $12,000 for fifth 
United Artists week. “Jolson Sings 
Again” at Woods on 10th session 
engagement is loud $14,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago ‘B&K) (3,900; 50-98)— 
“Beyond the Forest” (WB) with 
Marilyn Maxwell, Peter Lawford, 
Jerry Lester on stage. Great $65,- 
000. Last week, “Chicago Dead- 
line” (Par) with Celeste Holm p.a. 
(2d wk), $45,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 
“Animal Crackers” (Par) “Duck 
Soup” (Par) (reissues) (2d wk). 
Fine $6,000. Last week, $8,000 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 50-98) — 
“Wore a Yellow Ribbon” (RKO) 
(3d wk). Still five at $11,000. Last 
week, solid $13,000. 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 50-98) 
—"Big Wheel” (UA) with “High 
Button Shoes” tab unit onstage. 
Sock $60,000. Last week, “Tokyo 
Joe" (Col) with Desi Arnez topping 
stageshow (3d wk), $34,000. 

Palace ‘RKO) (2,500; 50-98)— 
“The Threat” (RKO) backed by 
vaude. Combination looks brisk 
$17,500. Last week, “Abandoned” 
(Ui and “Rusty's Birthday” (Col), 
$12,000. 

Rialto (Indie) (1,700; 50-98) — 
“Because of Eve” (Indie) (2d wk). 
Should grab trim $9,000. Last 
week, $11,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98)— 
“Song of Surrender” (Par). Fair 
13,000 or less. Last week, “Gal 
ook West” ‘U), $10,000. 

Selwyn (Shubert) (1,000; $1.20- 
$240'\—““Red Shoes” (EL) (49th 
wk). Still solid at $3,700. Last 
week, $4.000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2.700; 50-98) 


50-98) — 


—"Red Danube” (M-G'. Looks 
moderate $16,500. Last week, 
“Everybody Does It” (20th) (2d 
wk), $14.000. 


United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50- 
98\—"‘Come to Stable” (20th) (5th 
wk). Bright $12,000. Last week, 
$13,500. 

Woods (Essaness) (1.073: 98- 
1.25'\—"Jolson Sings Again” (Col) 
10th wk’. Final stint should hit 
$14.000. Last week stout $17,500. 

World (Indie) (587; 80)—‘“Affair 
Blum” (Indie). Terrif $4,000. Last 
week, “Life, Loves Napoleon” (In- 
die), $2,000. 


WELK LIFTS ‘JUDGE’ 
WOW $22,000, OMAHA 


Omaha, Nov. 15. 
‘Lawrence Welk band is boosting 
Judge Steps Out" to smash ses- 
sion at Orpheum this week. “Chi- 





cago Deadline” at Paramount 
shapes just fair. “They Live By 
Night” and “Arctic Fury” at 


Brandeis is fairish. 
Estimates for This Week 
Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000: 20- 
80)-—"Judge Steps Out” (RKO) 
with Lawrence Welk orch on- 
stage Socko $22,000. Last week, 
Black Magic” (UA) and “Last 
Bandit” (Rep), mild $10,000. 


., Brandejs (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— 
vive BY Night” (RKO) and 
Arctic Fury” (RKO).  Fairish 


$6,000. Last week, “Tokyo Joe” 
(Col) and “Make ‘Mine Laughs” 
(RKO), okay $8,000. 

Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 16- 
») — “Chicago Deadline” Par), 

“80 $10,000. Last week, “Every- 

y Does It” (20th) and “Down 
Memory Lane” (EL), $9,500. 
«pdtate (Goldberg) (865; 16-65) — 

Home Brave” (UA) (2d wk). Fine 

200. Last week, $6,500. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 16-65) 
_ Christopher Columbus” (U) 
~ Black Eagle” (Col) (four 
a =a Okay $7,000. Last week, 

ick Beal (Par), light $8,000. 


| 


Estimates Are Net 

Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, ie. 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
piaying percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come, 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
a the U. S. amusement 
ax. 


Ribbon Prov. Ace, 
Sockeroo $19,000 


Providence, Nov. 15. 

Wow is the sentiment here- 
abouts with all stands reporting 
hefty biz. RKO Albee with “She 
Wore a Yellow Ribbon” is topping 
the list. Loew's State’s “Forsyte 
Woman” is only okay. Majestic’s 
“Beautiful Doll” shapes nice. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200: 44-65)— 
“Wore Yellow Ribbon” (RKO) and 
“Arctic Fury” (RKO). Socko $19,- 
000. Last week, “Christopher Co- | 
lumbus” (U) and “Mysterious Des- | 
erado” (RKO), fair $10,000. 

Fay’s ‘Fay! (1,400; 44-65) —| 
“House Across Street” (WB) and 
vaude. Snappy $8,500. Last week, 
“Joe Palooka Counterpunch (Mono) 
and vaude, $8,000. 

Majestic ‘Fay’ (2,200: 44-65)— 
“Beautiful Doll” (20th). Nice $16,- 
000. Last week. “Everybody Does 
It’ (20th) and “Grand Canyon” 
(Rep), $17,000. 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 60- 
85\—‘Jolson Sings Again” (Col) (2d 
wk). Still sock $17,000 in this nor- 
mally weak house. First week was 
terrific. $26,000 

State (‘Loew’) (3,200: 44-65)— 
“Forsyte Woman" (M-G). Okay 
$19,000. Last week, “Doctor and 
Girl” (M-G) and “Rusty's Birth- 
day” (Col), $15,500. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
—“Red, Hot, Blue” (Par). Opened 
Monday (14). Last week, “Chicago 
Deadline” (Par), mildish $14,000 in 
10 days. 


Pitt Still Very Spotty; 
‘Seabiscuit’ NG $12,000, 
‘Ribbon’ Strong 96, 2d: 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 15. | 

“Story of Seabiscuit” started | 
fairly well at Stanley but week is | 
shaping very mild. Advanced | 
prices on Armistice Day got every- | 
thing off fast but depression 
settled in immediately after that | 











although “She Wore a Yellow 
Ribbon” is still big in Warner 
holdover. 


Estimates for This Week 
Fulton ‘Shea: (1,700; 45-80)— 
“Abandoned” ‘U). Another also- 
ran for this spot; won't do much 
more than $5,000. Last week, “Gal 


| Who Took West" (U), same. 


Harris (Harris) (2,200; 45-80) — 
“Reckless Moment” (Col). James 
Mason-Joan Bennett on marquee 
doesn't mean much here; modest 
$8,000 looks all. Last week, 
“Everybody Does It” (20th), weak 
$8,000 in 8 days 

Penn ‘Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 45-80) 
— “Forsyte Woman” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Away fast on h.o. but is slip- 


ping to $12,000 or near. Last 
week, nice $19,000. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 45-80)— 
“Seabiscuit” (WB) Not getting 


far at drab $12,000. Last week, 
“Friend Irma” ‘Par’. $15,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 45-80)— 
“Wore Yellow Ribbon” (RKO) (2d 
wk). Has been doing thumping 
biz here with $9,000 after last 
week's rousing $15,000. Holds a 
third. 


‘Chicago’ Robust $22,000, 


4 , o 
Mont’l; ‘Boundaries’ 11G 
Montrea!, Nov. 15. 
“Chicago Deadline” is the big 
news here this week at Capitol. 
“Come to Stabie” is strong in sec- 
ond Loew's week. “Lost Boundar- 
ies” looms smash at Imperial. 
Estimates for This Week 
Loew's ‘C. T.) (2,855; 40-65)— 
“Stable” (20th) (2d wk’. Holding 
big at $16.000 after sock opener 
at $19,000. 
Capitol ‘C. T.) (2,412; 3460)— 
(Continued on page 31) 





torrid $10,000 


| “Grant 


| Sings 


jand “Deputy 


VARIETY 
‘Pinky’ Perky $18,000, 
Port.; ‘Danube’ OK 7G 


Portland, Ore., Nov. 15. 
Biz is up this week at most 
downtown hotses. “Pinky” looks 
big at Paraamount and but only 
good at Oriental. 
looks okay at Broadway. 


Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (1,832: 50- 
85)—"‘Black Magic” (U) and “Post- 
office Investigator” (Rep). Okay 
$7,500. Last week, “Sword in 
Desert” (U) and “Kid From Cleve- 
land” (Rep), good $10,500. 

Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 65-$1)— 
“Jolson Sings Again” (Col) (3d 
wk). Sock $8,000. Last week, 


Oriextal 
“Pinky” 


(H-E) (2,000; 50-85)— 
(20th) and “Holiday in 


| Havana” (Col), day-date with Para- 
| mount. 
|“Tokyo Joe” (Col) and “The Big 


Good $6,000. Last week, 
Fight” (Mono), $5,000. 

Orpheum (H-E) (1,750; 50-85)— 
Takes Richmond” 
and “Barbary Pirate’’ (Mono). 
Okay $8,000. Last week, “Tokyo 
Joe” (Col) and “The Big Fight” 
(Mono), fine $7,000. 


Paramount (H-E) (3,400: 50-85) 


|“Pinky” (20th) and “Holiday 
Havana” (Col), also Oriental. Big 
$12,000. Last week, “Beyond 


| Forest” (WB) and “Strange Bar- 


gain” (Mone), $8,000. 

United Artists (Parker) (895; 50- 
85)—“‘Red Danube” (M-G). Oke 
$7,000. Last week, “Under Capri- 
corn” (WB) (2d wk), drab $3,000. 


Honor Lusty 156 
In Damp Frisco 


San Francisco, Nov. 15. 

Heavy rains here are slowing up 
biz currently. Preem of “Without 
Honor” was hypoed opening day 
by personals of Dane Clark and 
Laraine Day, landing big total on 
week. “Seabiscuit” is fairly fast 
at Paramount while “Beyond For- 
est” is modest at Fox. “Jolson 
Again” shapes socko at 
United Artists. “Hamlet” is fine 
on pop-price return date at Larkin. 

Estimates for This Week 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2.844: 60- 
85)—“Trapped” (EL) and “Memory 
Lane” (EL) Colorless $13,000. 
Last week, “Live By Night” (RKO) 
and “Stagecoach Kiss” (RKO), 
$14,500 

Fox (FWC) (4,651: 60-95)—“Be- 
yond Forest” (WB) and “Alias 
Champ” (Rep). Modest $18,000 or 
less. Last week, “Pinky” (20th) 
Marshal” (SG) (2d 





wk), $14,500. 


“Black Magic” | 


Bway Soars; Battlesround’ Hits New 
High $68,000, Forsyte’ Terrif $150,000, 


Doll’ -Martin $100,000, ‘Men’ Big 406 


(Col) | 


Warfield (FWC) (2,656; 60-85)— | 


“Midnight Kiss” (M-G) and “Black 
Midnight” (Mono) (2d wk). Only 
$8,500. Last week, nice $17,500. 
Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— 
“Seabiscuit” (WB) and “Project X” 
(FC). Fairly fast $17,000. Last 
week, “Red, Hot, Blue” (Par) and 
“Dalton Gang” (Indie), $18,000. 
St. Francis (Par) (1,400: 60-85)— 
“Without Honor” (UA). Big $15,- 
000. Last week, “Under Capri- 
corn” (WB) (3d wk), $7,500. 
Orpheum (No. Coast) (2,448; 55- 
85)—"“‘Reckless Moment” (Col) and 
“Chinatown Midnight” (Col). Thin 


(Continued on page 31) 


‘Brimstone’ Torrid 146 
In Toronto; ‘Doctor’ 116 


Toronto, Nov. 15. 
Heavy list of holdovers sees 
business on mild side here, new 
product getting mediocre returns 
for most part.* “Brimstone” in 
four houses looms big and “Doctor 

and Girl” looks okay at Loew's. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capital, Nortown Shea’s (FP) 
(1,079. 959, 2.386; 40-70)\—‘Every- 
body Does It” (20th) (2d wk). Slim 

$8,500 after last week's $11,000 
Downtown, Glendale, Scarboro, 
State (20th) (1,059, 955, 698, 694; 
35-60) — “Brimstone” ‘Rep’ and 





“Angels Disguise’ (Mono) Big 
$14,000. Last week, “Gal Sal” 
(20th) and “Submarine Patrol” 


(20th) (reissues), $9,000. 

Fglinton, University (FP) (1,080. 
1.556; 40-70) — “Pinky” (20th) (2d 
wk). Fine $9,500 after last week's 
big $13,000. 

Imperial (FP) (3,373: 49-70) — 
“Male War Bride” (20th) ‘5th wk). 
Still hefty $10,500 after last 
week's $13.500 

Loew's ‘Loew) (2,096; 40-70:'— 
“Doctor and Girl” (M-G) Okay 
$11,000. Last week, “Midnight 
Kiss” (M-G) (2d wk), $6,500. 

Odeon ‘Rank: (2.390; 35- $1.20) 
—“Adam & Evelyne” ‘EL). Fair 
$11,500. Last week, “Easy Living” 
(RKO), $12,000 

Uptown ‘Loew: (2,743; 40-70)— 
“Wizard of Oz" (M-G) (reissue) 
(2d wk). Okay $6,500 after last 
week's $9,000. 


Armistice Day, influx of out-of- 
towners for Notre Demie-North 
Carolina football game and seven 
new bills are combining to give 
Broadway ace picture theatres 
their strongest week this fall. 
Overall total likely will reach the 
highest figure since last Easter. 
With more than $6,000 visitors in 
for the grid classic and holiday 
scales in force starting Friday, 
soaring grosses resulted, four 
houses rolling up smash sessions 
Rain Sunday (13) night cut in 
somewhat 


“Battleground” is 
$68,000 at Astor, which would 
mean a new record here. War pic 
seems sure of ending near the high 
held by “Kid From _ Brooklyn,” 
made in 1946, which is all the 
more sensational since “Kid" had 
the benefit of Easter Week holiday 
scale and made when business con- 
ditions were better. 


Music Hall is soaring to one of 
its biggest weeks with “Forsyte 
Woman,” with giant $150,000 or 
over, appeal of the Hall being 
a sure draw for out-of-town folks. 

“Beautiful Doll” with Tony Mar- 
tin heading stageshow also is sock 
at $100,000 or close at Roxy, after 
breaking house mark for holiday 
opening day last Friday (11). “Sea- 
biscuit” and “Laffz-a-Poppin’”’ unit 
is lagging with less than $40,000, 
very mild, at Strand 

“All King’s Men,” with high 
crix appraisal, wound up first week 
at Victoria with huge $40,000, one 
of greatest weeks at house since 
revamped. “Joan of Arc” holds 
record here but had benefit of 
$2.40 top while theatre now is get- 
ting $1.50. “That's My Baby” looms 
very slim $10,000, staying only two 
extra days at Criterion. “Deputy 
Marshal” with vaude never caught 
on at Palace with only $18,000, a 
lesser gross there. 

Second week of “Chicago Dead- 
line” with Jo Stafford, Paul 
Weston band onstage is holding 
nicely with $62,000 at Paramount, 
and goes a third. “Red Shoes,” 
showing smart pickup in recent 
weeks, looks big $12,300 for 56th 
week at Bijou. 

“Wore Yellow Ribbon” with Dick 
Contino unit onstage opens tomor- 
row (Thurs.) at Capitol after three 
solid weeks of “Tokyo Joe" and 
Lena Horne, Skitch Henderson 
band topping stage bill. Final eight 
days shapes okay $49,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 60-$1.80) 
— “Battleground” (M-G). Soaring 
to terrific $68,000 or near, which 
would mean new house high after 
breaking old 3-day opening week 
mark. Pic drew mostly strong 
reviews and got off big on Armi- 


heading for 


| stice Day following smartly bally- 


hooed preem Thursday (10) night 
with celebs, stars of film and 
Metro toppers. Upped scale, with 
higher earlier prices and $1.80 top 
at night, is giving this an added 
lift. Ran till 5 a.m. Sunday morn- 


ing. 

Bijou (‘City Inv.) (589; $1.20- 
$2.40) — “Red Shoes” (EL) (56th 
wk). Pushing up in remarkable 
fashion to $12,300 after great $11,- 
500 last week. Stays on, pic having 
perked in recent weeks on pub- 
licity anent going into second year 
and recent visit of Sadler's Wells 
ballet to N. Y. 

Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 55-$1.50) 
— “Tokyo Joe” -(Col) and Lena 
Horne, Skitch Henderson orch 
heading stageshow (3d-final wk). 
Holding eight days in final session 
to get $49,000 with extra previews 
of next film helping on final day; 
second week nice $60,000. “Wore 
Yellow Ribbon” (RKO) with Dick 
Contino unit onstage opens tomor- 
row (Thurs.), 

Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.75) 
— “That’s My Baby” (U). Very 
slim $10,000, and stays over only 
two extra days, “Bride For Sale” 
(RKO) opening Saturday (19). In 
ahead, “Live By Night” (RKO), 
$14,000. 

Globe (Brandt: (1,500; 50-$1.20) 
—‘“Johnny Eager” (M-G) (reissues) 
(‘3d final wk). Down to about $10,- 
000 this round after nice $14,000 
in second. “Border Incident” (M- 
G) opens Saturday (19). 

Mayfair ‘Brandt: ‘1,736; 50-$1.20) 
—*‘Doetor and Girl" (M-G) (3d wk- 
10 days’. Slipping off to $10,500 
after okay $13,000 in second round. 
“Intruder in Dust” (M-G) opens 
Nov. 22 

Palace ‘RKO? (1.700: 55-$1.20)— 
“Deputy Marshal” (Indie) and 
vaude. Not creating much excite- 
ment ai $18,000. Last week, “Mary 
Ryan” (Col) plus vaude, nice $19.,- 
500. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) 
—'Chicago Deadline” (Par) with 


Jo Stafford, Paul Weston orch top- 
ping stage bill (3d-final wk). Initial 
holdover stanza finished at okay 
$62,000 after $73,900 opener. “Great 
Lover” (Par) comes in next. 

Park Avenue (U) (583; $1.20-$2.40) 
—‘‘Hamlet” (U) (60th wk). The 
59th frame ended last night (Tues.) 
off a bit at $6,700 after fancy $7,- 
300 for week ahead. Stays on. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
lers) (5,945: 80-$2.40) — “Forsyte 
Woman” (M-G) and _ stageshow. 
Roaring ahead to terrific $150,000, 
one of big weeks here. Holds, 
natch! Last week, “Heiress” (Par) 
with stageshow (5th wk), slipped to 
$114,500, bit below hopes. 


Rialto (Mage) (594; 44-98)— 
“Fighting Man” (20th). Opens to- 
day (Wed.). Last week, “Savage 


Splendor” (RKO) (2d wk), slipped 
te $7,000 after fine $9,000 in first. 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 60-$1.25) 
—‘Pinky” (20th) (7th wk). Still do- 
ing strong biz with $19,000 after 
$23,000 last week. Stays on 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.75)— 
“Beautiful Doll” (20th) with Tony 
Martin topping stage bill. Hittin 
sockeroo $100,000 or near, wit 
new upped price for loge seats 
helping. Naturally holding. In 
ahead, “Everybody Does It” (20th) 
with Ethel Waters heading stage- 
show (2d wk-10 days), $81,000. 

State (Loew) (3,450; 50-$1.80)— 
“Jolson” (Col) (14th-final wk). Hold- 
ing very well near end of run with 
about $19,000 in view for 13th week 
after $20,000 in last frame. “Holl- 
day Affair’ (RKO) opens Nov. 23. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 55-$2) 
“Seabiscuit” (WB) and “Laffz-A- 
Poppin’ unit onstage. Not catch- 
ing on as hoped, with barely oka 
$40,000 or less. Holds. In ahead, 
“Beyond Forest” (WB) with con- 
densed version of “Make Mine 
Manhattan” onstage (3d wk), light 
$26,000. 

Sutton (R&B) (561; 70-$1.20) — 
|“Fallen Idol” (SRO). Opened yes- 
terday (Tues.) to solid biz after 
invitational preview Monday (14! 
night. Last week, “Quartet” (EL) 
(34th wk-6 days), strong $5,500. 

Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 
$1.50)—“‘All King's Men” (Coil) (2d 
wk). First week ended last Monday 
(14) soared to smash $40,000. Looks 
in for run. In ahead, “Christopher 
Columbus” (U) (4th wk-6 days), 
$6,000. 


Pinky’ Paces K.C. With 
Fancy $17,000; ‘Red, Hot’ 
Warm 136, ‘Ichabod’ 106 


Kansas City, Nov. 15. 

Two strong newcomers in 
“Pinky” at Orpheum and “Red, 
Hot and Blue” at Paramount 
will help biz here this week. 
“Pinky” shapes solid $17,000. “Red, 
Hot” looks rae . “Ichabod” at 
Missouri and “Gal Who Took West” 
at Tower-Uptown-Fairway trio are 
‘fairish, Record warm weather 
early in week is hurting 


Estimates for This Week 


Esquire ‘Fox Midwest) (820; 55- 
75)—"‘Male 








War Bride” (20th) 
(m.o.). After four weeks at Or- 
pheum, goes into this house at 


same extra fare for good $4,000. 
Last week, “Big Cat” (EL) and 
“Roll Thunder Roll” (EL), mod- 
erate $3,000, at 65c scale. 

Kimo (Dickinson) (550; 61-75-$1) 
—‘‘Quartet” (EL) (4th wk). Holding 
good pace at $2,500, and may go a 
fifth. Last week, nice $3,000. 

Midland (Loew's: (3,500; 45-65)— 
“Doctor and Girl” (M-G) and 
“Holiday in Havana” (Col). Ordi- 
nary $12,000. Last week. “Red 
Danube” (M-G) and “Blondie Hits 
Jackpot” (Col), $11,000. 

Missouri (RKO) (2,650. 45-65)— 


“Ichabod” (RKO) and “Winner 
Take All” (Mono’. Okay $10,000 
Last week, “Strange Bargain” 


(RKO) and third vaude unit on- 
stage, fat $19,000 at 75c top. 

Orpheum (Fox Midwest) (1.847 
55-75) —“Pirkky” (20th). Fast $17,- 
000 near and holds. Last week 
“Male War Bride” (20th) (4th wk), 
fine $8,000 in 6 days 

Paramount (Par: ‘1.900; 45-65)— 
“Red. Hot, Blue” (Par). Pleasant 
$13.000. Holds. Last week, “Sea- 
biscuit” (WB), moderate $11,000 in 
9 days 

Roxy (‘Durwood) (900; 45-65)— 
“Red Light” (UA) and “Mississippl 
Rhythm” (Mono). Bettering usual 
pace at $4,200. Last week, “Crook- 


ed Way" ‘UA: and “Forgotten 
Women” (Mono), $3.000 
Tower - Uptown -Fairway ‘Fox 


Midwest) (2,100, 2.043, 700; 45-65) 
—"Gal Who Took West” (U). Light 
$12,000. Last week, “That’s 
Baby” (U), same. 
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* For all the facts see issue of Oct. 22, 
with product lists showing that Para- 
mount has more laugh hits—current 
and coming—than any other company. 
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Holds 256 US. Royalties In 
Vienna; Austria Legit Biz Shaky 


a 





Vienna, Nov. 8 


There's about $25,000 in Aus-| 
trian schillings waiting here for 
U. S. playwrights. That's reck- 
ened at the official exchange rate 
of 10 schillings to $1.. But the’ 
coin «an't be exported at present, 
and Edward Hogan, chief of the 
U. S. Forces in Austria Theatre 
Section here, suggests that scribes 
who'd like to have a good time and 
taste Austrian culture come here 
and spend their schillings. They 
can buy exportable valuables, or 
dollars in the black market, too, 
if they want to. That's their own 
biz once theyve _ coliected the 
schillings. But since there’s plenty 
of both necessities and luxuries in 
Vienna and a flock of classy sum- 
mer and winter resorts here, best 
deal for the playwrights may be 
a trip to Austria 


Sum mentioned covers only 
plays brought into Austrian the- 
atres under army's aegis. Other 
U. S. works have been privately 


imported, and in some cases coin 
has been peid out through private 
sources or in special barter deals. 
U. S. theatre section was handled 
about 100 titles. Hogan, a former 
Metroite in Hollywood, London 


and Paric ic naw nucshing for local 


productions of “Streetcar,” “Mr. 
& Mrs. North,” “Jason,” “My 
Heart's in the Highlands” and 


“Saturday's Children.” 

Recent socks on Austrian stages 
have included “Voice of the Tur- 
tle” and “Harvey,” the latter star- 
ring Oscar Karlweiss, who’s now 
doing big biz at the Josefstadt the- 
atre in Noel Coward's “Present 
Laughter.” 

Legit biz 
shaky, with 


here is generally 
only individual hits 
holding up well. Effects of the 
war are showing up in the fact 
that there's scarcely any new tal- 
ent in writing, acting or directing 
to speak of in a part of Europe 
that formerly supplied the world. 
State-supported theatres still bear 
(Continued on page 26) 


All Brit Pix ‘Non-Profit’ 
Sez De Grunwald; Wants 


Entertainment Tax Ease 


London, Nov. 15. 
Anatole de Grunwald, independ- 
ent producer, who recently con- 
cluded a seven-picture deal with 
U-A, has made a public suggestion 
in regard to 





French principle of returning part 


of the impost to be reinvested in| 


future production. 

In a comment on the decision 
of the Arts’ Council to exempt the 
legiter, “Streetcar Named Desire” 


from the tax, de Grunwald said: | 


“It is a purely cultural subject, 


of course, and as such entitled to | 


exemption,” but he thought it a 
pity that a film directed by the 
same director, “Hamlet,” shouldn't 
be considered sufficiently cultural 
to be allowed exemption. 

De Grunwald revealed that he 
is applying to the Arts Council 
for exemption on his next film. 
“If I am told that exemption is 
granted only to non-profit con- 
cerns, I can safely say all British 
films qualify.” De Grunwald, who 
advocates complete divorcement of 
production, distribution and ex- 
hibition, ig applying to the gov- 
ernment’s Film Finance Corp. for 
the money for his U-A production 
lineup. 


BBC Gets Shepherd’s Bush 





For 5006, Nixing Films 


London, Nov. 15. 

Acquisition by the_ British 
Broadcasting Corp. of the Shep- 
herd’s Bush studios, puts an end to 
any hope that the outfit might 
have been retained for filmmaking 
purposes. Price paid is not dis- 
closed, but is reportedly in the 
neighborhood of $500,000. 

The Gainsborough studios will 
give the BBC adequate stopgap ac- 
commodation until their projected 
TV centre at the adjacent White 
City is ready te function in 1956. 
Large sound stages will give am- 
ple scope for more lavish produc- 
tion and will end many of the re- 
strictions that have hampered prog- 
ress in the limited space available 
at Aiexandra Palace. It may also 
permit an early extension of 
screen time. 


entertainment tax, | 
urging: that @ritain follows the 


| 


Welles ‘Othello’ Done | 


Rome, Nov. 8. 
Orson Welles is in Venice now, 
and unless there is some serious, | 
unforeseen setback, “Othello” | 
should be completed before the 
end of this week. He plans to re- 


turn to Rome to do the editing, 
octting ana ane nangaecar “ash. | 
© teat eas eteete . ~ & Saher eee | a” 
bing. “Othello” was started in 
Northern Africa last spring, and 


number of 
various reasons. 
arrived in Rome 
work on the 
Lindsay 
Welles 


has been halted on a 
occasions for 
Louis Lindsay 
from Hollywood to 
technical parts of the film 
has been associated with 
for many years. 

Upon the completion of “Othel- 
lo.” Welles journeys to Cairo for 
his next picture, “Ulysses.” 
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Legit-Pix Tie 

Nav 15 
Hierbert Wilcox is proposing an 
early trip to the U. S. to finalize 
tieups for his new production out- 
fit, Artistes Alliance Corp. an- 
nounced last Thursday (10) with 
Anna Neagle and Michael Wilding 
as co-directors. Wilcox says his 
new company will be free of con- 
trol of any distribution or exhibi- 


tion organization, and individual 
picture deals will be made on the 


Londen 


‘best possible terms. 


Planning a program of five pix 
in the next two years, which will | 
be aimed for world markets in co- | 
operation with American  asso- 
cites, Wilcox envisages calling on 
the services of Hollywood stars 
and, if necessary, scripters and 
others. Films will be planned, 
produced and completed under the 
exclusive charge of Wilcox and his 


| co-partners. 


Artistes Alliance will also launch 
into legit production in London 
and New York, and its initial sub- 
ject will "st be staged in Amer- 
ica and telecast before lensing 
starts. Wilcox also claims a TV 
tieup with one of America's best- 
known radio chains. 

Wilcox has one more picture to | 


make under his existing British. . 


contract. It is “Odette, 
with Anna Neagle starred. 


Lion 
Se...” 


ITALO-FRENCH TREATY 
SPECIAL AID TO PI 


Paris, Nov. 15. 

Existence of an _ Italo-French 
treaty which embodies 
clauses that accord reciprocal privi- 
leges to filmmakers of both coun- 
tries, has come to light. Agree- 
ment hands concessions to French 
films in Italy and in turn Italian 
product is exempted from certain 
taxation in France. 

Exact text of the clauses is not 
immediately available. But on the 
basis of first reports, it’s felt that 
the pact is discriminatory toward 
producers of other countries. 
Trade circles maintain that the 
nature of the two-way deal un- 
doubtedly justifies diplomatic in- 
tervention. 








Szekely Skeds Two-Cast 
| Italian-German Film 
Rome, Nov. 8. 
Szekely is to produce 
“City of Violence,” in 


William 
the film, 
Italy. 
rischka 
Lasky, Jr 


Yinsdi Santis and Jesse 

Geza von Bolvary will 
direct. The film will be made in 
Italian and German, but will use 
two sets of casts, both filming at 
the same time. Hans Albers will 
head the German cast, and the 
Italian lineup has not been made 
yet. 


A deal for an English version | 


for the American market was be- 
ing considered by some American 
financiers in Paris last week, but 
deal was felt to be impractical, as 
it would take the better part of a 
year to complete it under such ar- 
rangements. Instead, a four months’ 
schedule is set, all locations to be 
in Naples, and on month in Ger- 
many. 


it's written by Ernst Ma- | 


Arg.-French Pix Deal 


Buenos Aires, Nov. 15. 
A deal made by Argentina's En- 
tertainment Director Claudio Mar- 
tinez Paiva with the French pix 
industry in Paris, allows for 


_French acceptance of eight Argen- 


tine pix yearly (‘dubbed into 
French), in return for free imports 
of French pix in Argentina. 

This is the sort of deal the Ar- 
gentine Treasury would like to 
line up with U. S. distributors. 


Dilly-Dali With ‘Don’ 
Startles Madrilenos; 
London Is Baffled, Too 


Madrid, Nov. 15. 

Surrealist scenery conceived by 
Salvador Dali for Zorilla’s dra- 
matie classic, “‘Don Juan Tenorio,” 
at the Maria Guerrero theatre, 
Madrid, started a small revolution 
among critics and public. Audi- 
ences have taken little notice of 
the play or performances, but 
have discussed, applauded or 
howled down the scenery or cos- 
tumes. 

Unfavorable reactions of Madri- 
lenos to his scenic creations, ac- 
cording to Dali, were merely due 
to their inability to understand 
modern art. “I have never done 
anything so absolutely my own as 
this,”” he said. Despite ‘““Tenorio’s” 
mixed reception, Dali disclosed 
that an unidentified American 
agent has made him an offer to 
bring the piece to Broadway 
shortly after Easter. Proposal to 
Dali, who is also “Tenorio’s” pro- 
ducer, calls for a road tour follow- 
ing the New York engagement. 
Play’s stars, Elvira Noriega and 
Luis Prendes, would recite in 
Spanish while the balance of the 
cast would be composed of Amer- 
ican actors. 





‘Salome’ Stirs London 
London, Nov. 15. 

First-nighters at the opening of 
Richard Strauss’ opera “Salome,” 
at the Covent yarden Opera 
House Friday (11). were astound- 
ed by bizarre sets and costumes 
designed by Salvador Dali. Weird 
color harmonies in the modernis- 
tic idiom temporarily floored the 


audience. 
It recovered sufficiently to ac- 
cord strong applause to Ljuba 


Welitsch, who sang the title role. 


New Dutch Invention On 


Tri-Dimensional Films 
Washington, Nov. 15. 


New process for shooting tri- 
dimensional films is claimed by a 
Netherlands inventor, F. H. Reijin- 
ders, but the problem of projection 

| is still to be licked, reports the U.S. 
Dept. of Commerce in a current re- 
port. 


| Commerce explains that Dr. Rei- 





‘Arg. Pix Exhis, Unions on Opposite 
Sides on Govt. Aid; One Distrib Bureau 


Buenos Aires, Nov. 8. 





vv 


Americans in Paris | 


Paris, Nov. 15. 
Paul Creston’s piano concerto 


will have its world premiere in 


Lille, with the Radiodiffusion 
Francaise Orchestra, and two 
Americans, Earl Wild as pianist 


and Chauncey Kelley as conductor, 
participating 

Duo was also featured yesterday 
(14) in an all-Gershwin program 
with the Pasdeloup Concerts Assn. 
in the Salle Pleyel here. Wild 
and Kelley will also give concerts 
in Lyon and over Radio Luxem- 
bourg before returning to the U. Ss. 
in December. 


Aussie § Cut To 
Hit Pix Rawstock 


Sydney, Nov. 8. 

Looks pretty certain that the 
Aussie rawstock vaults will be very 
low next year unless the govern- 
ment unbends on the dollar freeze 
and gives its okay for continued 
rawstock flow despite devaluation 
of Aussie pound. Majority of poli- 
ticians are in favor of the dollar 
shutdown policy. 

Rawstock importation nix would 
be a terrific blow to local newsreel 
units and film processing labora- 
tories. Devaluation will zoom the 
cost of rawstock. here, meaning 
that the price of all processing 
work will go up in the year ahead, 
with newsreel units—Fox and Cine- 
sound—no doubt being forced to 
up rental ante to exhibs on weekly 
playdates. 

There’s possibility that rawstock 
may be routed through non-dollar 
areas to beat the dollar ban. Hud- 
dies are now going on between pic 
execs and government treasury 
officials covering the span ahead. 
General feeling is that the govern- 
ment will aot unbend on an un- 
limited flow of rawstock costing 
dollars for here. So, it’s unoffi- 
cially felt, agreement may be 
reached for importation on a strict- 
ly limited basis. Either way, the 
cost in the future, because of de- 
valuation, must tremendously up- 
beat newsreei, production and lab- 
| oratory costs locally. 


SPANISH LEGIT ‘BESTS’ 
PICKED FOR’ 1948-49 


| Madrid, Nov. 8. | 
The Ministry of Education has 








jinders uses two synchronous 16m announced its “bests,” with the an- | 


cameras, mounted on a special tri- 


fects. “It should be emphasized,” 
continued the report, “that this in- 
vention involves only the taking of 
the picture, not the projection. The 
latter problem has not yet been 
solved completely, so that for see- 
ing the moving pictures, the wear- 
ing of a pair of polaroid glasses is 
still necessary.” 


Current London Shows 


| (Figures show weeks of run) 

London, Nov. 15. 
“Annie Get Gun,” Col’s’m (128). 
“Beau Strategem,” Lyric (29). 
“Before Party,” St. Mart (3). 
“Big Show 1949,” Palladium (4) 
“Brigadoon,” Majestic (31). 











nual prizes, for the 1948-1949 the- | 


secret pod to achieve his stereoscopic ef- | atre season as follows: playwright, | 


Juan Inacio Luca de Tena, who) 
in the fall had four plays pro-. 
duced in Madrid alone. Best. 
operetta: “La Duqueza del Candil” | 
(“The Duchess with the lamp”), 
with book by Fernandez Shaw | 
and music by Jose Lehor. Best 
actor: Antonio Vico, now starring 
in “Dos Mujeres a las nueves” 
(“Two ladies at 9 p.m.”) by Cuesta 
and Luca de Tena, at the Reina Vic- | 
toria theatre, Madrid. Best actress: | 
Mary Carillo. Best singers: bari- | 
tone Jose Torres and soprano Con- 
suelo Rubio. 

The prizes consists of a sum of 
money and inscribed objects dart. 





“Black Chiffon,” Westm’ster —, Denmark’s Costliest Pic 


“Daphne Laurola,” Wynd'm (34). 
“Death of Salesman,” Phnx. (16). 
“Edwina Black,” Ambas. (18). 
“Eliz. Slept.” Strand (3). 
“Folies Bergere,” Hipp. (6). 
“Harvey,” Prince of Wales (46). 
“Heiress,” Haymarket (42). 

“Her Excellency,” Saville (21), 
“Ice Vogues,” Stoll (18). 

“King’s Rhapsody,” Palace (£). 
“Lady’s Not Burning,” Globe (28). 
“Latin Qt. Revue,” Casino (34). 
“Liz Slept Here,” Strand (2). 
“Master of Arts,” Vaude (11). 
“Oklahoma!” Drury Lane (128) 
“Old Vic Rep.” New (5) 

“On Monday Next,” Comedy (24) 
“One Wild Oat,” Garrick (50). 
“Sauce Tartare,” Cambridge (26) 
“Streetcar,” Aldwych (5). 

“Tess & Bill,” Vic. Pal. (3). 
“Third Visitor,” York's (23) 
“Tobacco Road,” Playhouse (14) 
“Tough at Top,” Adelphi (18). 
“Treasure Hunt.” Apollo (9). 
“Traveller's Joy,” Criterion (75) 
“Worm’s View,” Whitehall (134) 
“Young Wives Tale,” Savoy (18) 


Makes a Record Flop 


| Copenhagen, Nov. 8. 
The costliest film ever made in 
Denmark, “For Frihed og Ret,” 
commemorating the 100 years an- 
niversary of the Danish Constitu- 
tion, was so severely panned by 
the critics, that it ran only one 
week at the Paladsteatret here. 
Directed by Svend Methling and 
with most of Denmark's leading 
actors in the cast, the film was. 
panned as very dull. Many first- 
nighters walked out during the 
middle of the first performance. 
“For Frihed og Ret,” which 
should have been ready for the 
anniversary in June, was made by 
the state-supported Dansk Kultur 
Film. The press wanis an official | 
explanation as to how this picture 
could cost 800,000 kroner 
‘$115.000), when most Danish pix, 
privately made, only cost about 
$50,000, 


jue et ‘ > efre 


‘off to Milan engagement. 


“The Argentine government has 
no intention of stymieing, foreign 
film imports, and we hope that film 
producing countries, whose pic- 
tures are made so welcome, will 
grant the same treatment to our 
picture material.” That is how 
deputy entertainment’ director 
Ernesto Oliveira (who is substitut- 
ing for Ciaudio Martinez Payva, 
currently in Europe) sums up the 
Argentine attitude to permits, 
which some believe will not be 
forthcoming once the regime has 
completed its plans to reorganize 
protectionist law 12,999, increasing 
the number of weeks during which 
Argentine material must be ex- 
hibited in all Argentine pix the- 
atres. 

On this vexed question of pro- 


‘tection, the week has highlighted 


two opposing opinions, those of the 
Film Workers Union (SICA), and 
those of the Exhibitors Assn. Julio 
Alcaraz, formerly a radio actor. and 
now SICA president, made a state- 
ment supporting the increase in 
protection, which he believes will 
“stabilize” production, and once it 
has been obtained his union will 
submit demands for increases in 
wages on sliding scales for all film 
workers. 

On the other hand, the Exhib- 
itors Assn. published their recom- 
mendations for any reform of the 
protectionist law. Pointing out 
that the producers have never 
turned out enough material to ai- 
low them to comply with the pro- 
tectionist law as it stands, they 
stress the fact that any increased 
protectionism will force them to 
exhibit all material indiscriminate- 
ly, regardless of quality. The exhibs 
make a great deal of the fact that 
protectionism, far from stimulating 
producers to improve quality, has 
induced them to neglect it with 
disastrous results. 

Far from increasing the number 
of weeks during which national pix 
must be shown, the exhibs recom- 
mend limiting them to one pic 
every three months for firstrun 
houses, and two weeks out ef six 
in other theatres. 

From what can be gathered, now 
that the state controls film mat- 
ters, distribution of all Argentine 
pix is to be centralized in one bu- 
reau, possibly with one covering 
the home territory and another 
overseas distribution. Cinemato- 
grafica Interamericana (Guthmann) 
seems slated to get the overseas 
chore, as it already has distribu- 
tion of. Emelco and San Miguel 
(both in Central Bank hands). The 
state distribution bureau would fi- 
nance producers by advancing 
them the estimated foreign earn- 
ings of their pix, but giving them 
national currency, itself taking 
over any foreign coin brought in. 
The ostensible reason for this is 
that it would obviate any frozen 
coin problems for producers, but 
actually Argentina’s shortage of 
foreign exchange is so acute that 
the government snatches at any 
straw that will relieve the burden 


Ealing Studios Sets 9 
Pic Schedule Despite 
Rank Production Ebb 


London, Nov. 15 
Unaffected by the Rank curtail- 
ment of production, Ealing Stu- 
dios, whose product is distributed 
through the Rank group, announces 
a new program of nine produc- 
tions. 


First, planned to start in the 
new year, is tentatively titled “Sac- 
rifice” and is based on an original 
by Jack Whittingham and Paul 
Stein. Next will be “The Magnet.” 
which will follow the formula of 
“Hue and Cry,” and the third is @ 
Charles Crichton picture, “The 
Man Who Dropped His Rifle on 
Parade.” Alec Guiness wil! star 


The fourth subject will be for 
Robert Hamer and the fifth will 
either be “Back Stage,” to be di- 
rected by Basil Dearden, or a story 
of long distance drivers directed 
by Alexander Mackendrick. Er 
tire program will be produced by 
Sir Michael Balcon. 

In addition, Ealing will make 
“Rebbery Under Arms” in Aussie. 








Jean Bartel, American soneg- 
stress, doing o.k. Recently closed at 
Club des Champs Elysees and then 
Expects 
in Europe another »* 


sefets ee “is 


to be 
months. 


’ 











Venere oat 





‘VARIETY’S LONDON OFFICE 
8 St. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Sq 





INTERNATIONAL 





British Films Council to Meet Nov. 30 
On Film Quota; Wilson Backs Rank 


Londun, Nov. 15. + 

First government measures to ,,. . 

examine the British film produc- Eire Can Now Do Own Pix 

crisis include the convening ; : 

tion Ssuing waning cf te | Processing With New Gear 
Films Council Nov. = | Dublin, Nov. 1. 

was called in response to a request’ (Cameras, recording gear, studio 

of Tom O’Brien, general secretary jighting equipment ms Seiecehaee 

of the National Assn. of Theatrical | processing plant have been pur- 

& Kinematograph Employees, tO chased by First National Irish 





Board of Trade prez Harold Fijms at the auction sale of equip- 
Wilson. ; ment at J. Arthur Rank’s Shep- 

Films Council, which recom- herd’s Bush (London) | studios. 
mends the quota, will study pros- pjant is being shipped here to 


pects for fulfilling the 40% quota) equip studios now being readied 
for the current year. It’s under- | py Jrish company at Ballycorus, 





stood that _—_ is ~ yo y~ about 10 miles out of town 
reducing the percentage an e ee al ‘ Pogo 

council may suggest that extended oa" oneh the . * Sime com- | 
quota life be given to oldies that P sing facilities have 


! ened been provided in Ireland. Pre- 
, i ts d lead-| |; 
will =, — ‘alfill , 4 viously anything shot here has 
ing indep : been sent to England for pr 
major part of their quota obliga- ; Slane sor process 
one : ing and sound dubbing. Company 


is currently producing “Pictorial 
Magazine,” with Tony Houssett as | 
; Cameraman-director, but expects | 
to extend activities when studios 
are ready. 


PR Latest to Get 
Fancy Pix Tax Yen 


Emergency meeting of the Mo- 
tion Picture Export Assn. was 
summoned last week in the face 
of an unexpected demand by the 
Puerto Rico government for a re- 
vised interpretation of that island’s 
tax laws and a consequent penalty 
of $1,500,000 from the eight ma- 
jors. Demand is seen as prelud- 
ing possible court action to test 
the move by the PR tax wing. 


vealed that he doesn’t regard the C°™panies were given only a few 
facts disclosed in the Odeon ac- “@ys either to pay the substantial 
counts as implying that the British | Tetroactive tax bite, running back 
film industry has collapsed. In fact, years, or post bonds which 
he was loudly cheered in the House | WOU/d guarantee compliance with 
of Commons last Thursday (10) ‘he, ruling. | 
when in reply to Labor M.P. Ray- Company controllers and treas- 
mond Blackburn, he flatly rejected UeTs staged the hurried huddle 
the suggestion. He regretted, how- ‘¢Veral days after the demand was 
ever, the embarrassment which had “ited. James Beverly, industry 
overtaken Rank’s companies, “a #ttorney in San Juan, capital of 
group which has in the past made the island, is currently meeting 


: ibuti he high with PR reps in a move to obtain 
cic a tb y A. nm further time. Meanwhile, control- 


erally.” ~~ ~~ cmaae wiil meet again 
ae : : | this week. 
Pointing out that something like “et , 
70% of the films shown in Britain ae nant. which is under U. S. 
were of American origin, Black- control, cannot establish its own 
burn asked Wilson to bear in mind ‘riff regulations, but does have the 
that whatever happened we “don’t os _ ~ —— taxes. Big 
want to have any more American °°!" /nvolive nges on an inter- 
films imported than are being im- pretation of the inland regulations. 
rted at present.” He thought | If the PR government sticks to its 
ritain a ast te prepared | Tuling, American distribs will be 
either in direct dollar payments or | ys Ys ~ P ae high- 
frozen sterling, to continue to pay ;,, the ‘$1 300 000 d . = meet- 
even on the scale it has been pay- yt ame me. distribe by b 
ing out in the past. arate units ~ rati y “th = 4 
Wilson bluntly pointed out that j44q In ay Z , ra 
his views on:this matter were well- ti | th i pas 
known and he adhered to his pre- | “°"'0nS: these units have appor- 


The government is unlikely to 
provide facilities for an industry 
debate on a Labor motion spon- 
sored by M.P.’s Michael Foot and 
Woodrow Wyatt, but it’s antici- 
pated that a fulldress discussion 
will be held in the House of Com- 
mons early in December, probably 
on a government proposal to aid the 
industry. 

The Foot-Wyatt motion, which 
calls for “an overhaul of the sys- 
tem of ownership,” seeks liberation 
for the independent producer and 
director and wants to lay the 
foundation for “a genuine British 
film industry which can supply a 
high quota of films for the Bhitish 
screen.” 

It is understood in Parliament- 
ary circles here, that before the 
motion is called, many other prom 
inent Labor M.P.’s will add their 
names in support. 

Meantime, Wilson himself has re- 

















sider methods that may be neces- 
/sary to insure a greater degree of 
|umfermity in film valuations pub- 


| Rome. 


on lished in balance sheets. The in- | 


VARIETY 
Getting Even 


London, Nov. 8. 

Charles P. Skouras spent his 
first day in London Sunday 
(6) on the telephone telling 
newspapermen that his visit 
was purely vacaticnal. He got 
tired of repeating the state- 
ment and called a press con- 
ference for the unusually early 
hour of 10 a.m. the following 
morning. More than 30 news~ 
hawks foregathered in his suite 
at Claridges to hear the Fox 
theatre chief explain that he'd 
called the conference solely 
because he wanted to be left 





in peace for the duration of 
his stay. 

Newspapermen retaliated by | 
publishing question and an- | 
swer interviews which illus- | 
trated how hard they'd tried | 
to extract a story. 


Jap Crix Smear 


Against US. Pix 
‘Red -Inspired? 


Tokyo, Nov. 8. 


Consistent panning of American 
films by a group of motion picture 
critics from Tokyo’s largest news- 
papeis has prompted the Central 
Motion Picture Exchange, local 
U. S. film distrib outfit, to dis- 
continue its free previews which | 
it has held weekly for pie critics 
since early in tha occupation. 

Charles Mayer, CMPE chief, 
charged that for the past couple of 
years all reviews in the city’s top 
dailies were not only consistently 
critical of U. S. pix, but showed a 
marked uniformity which bore all 
the earmarks of an organized 
smear campaign. . He said individ- 
ual reviews often contain almost 
identical language, indicating that 
the critics conferred before com- 
posing their pieces either to adopt 
a common attitude or to receive 
instruction from some source on 














| what line to follow in treating each 


new American release. 
“I’m tired of giving these guys 


free screenings and then being 
stabbed in the back,” Mayer de- 
clared. “From now on if they 


want to see our pictures they can 
go to a theatre and buy a ticket 
like everybody else.” 

The CMPE chief refused to hang 
the Communist label on the activi- 
ties of the Tokyo critics circle, 
since he said he had no proof of 


Red influence. The campaign is 
consistent, however, with a gen- 
eral anti-American policy which 


the Japan Communist Party fol- 
lows in its propaganda efforts. 
Speculation is that the reviewers in- 
volved receive their instructions 
from the Commie headquarters in 
Tokyo. 


MONTY BANKS PLANS 3 
PIX NEXT YEAR IN ITALY 


In association with British inter- 
ests, Monty Banks is readying pro- 
duction of three pictures to be 
made in Italy next year. All Eng- 
lish-language pix, the trio would 
be turned out by Monty Banks 
Enterprises. Intiial venture will be 
based on the life of St. Francis. 

Banks, who left for Britain over 
the weekend, revealed that he re- 
cently sold his Union Film Dis- 
tributing Co. in Italy which has ex- 
changes in some 14 cities. Pur- 
chaser was the Genesi organization, 
operator of a large laboratory in 








In New York for only four days, 


Banks previously planed in from 


the Coast. He will spend a week | 
in London, then go to Rome. Pro- 
ducer, who is the husband of 
Gracie Fields, said the comedienne 
will return to North America next 
January or February for a Cana- 


. dian concert tour. 
| nies Act is being arranged to con- ; 





Swedes Sharp on Pix 


Stockholm, Nov. 8 | 

During the third quarter of this 
year, Swedish censors okayed 96 
features but marked 71 of them 


|“ehildren prohibited.” 


Four American features were 


. tioned film revenues on an ap- 
vious statements. proximately 65%-35% basis with 
INDIA Y CHOP FILM the larger amount sent to the 
MA tained to pay the operating nut. 
IMPORT QUOTA FURTH So far, tax has only been Jevied 
against the 35° which has been 
To conserve further all available cumulated by the local distrib 
dollar facilities for national build- 8S. 
ing expenses, the Government of However, island government is 
ther reduction on the import quota Subject to the inland tax. Distribs 
of films into India. Presently, for- counter with the argument that 
eign film distributors are allowed the 65° is properly chargeable as 
war quota. While rumor has it Latter, of course, operates outside 
that only 10% of this reduced the island and is not subject to 
quota would be allowed, it is be- !ocal imposts. 
on the present quota. Wilson Launches Inqui 
There is, however, the possibil- ° mand 
ity that film would be treated as 7T0 Better Pix Statements 
imposed, considering India’s de- Harold Wilson, president of the 
Pendence on foreign sources for Board of Trade, stated in the 
raw material, and other trade rep- House of Commons today (Tues.) 
b ] . ° 
Gater’s Brit. Pix Survey 
London, Nov. 15. 
Sir George Gater’s survey 
the month, will urge advance co- | sultative committee which was ap- 
operation by producers in order to pointed last year. ; 
avoid dupiication and insure eco- On the other hand, an inquiry 
artists and technicians. 
Gater’s study is also recommend- 
ing a production speedup to pro- 
of finished film in the can daily, 
but no proposals have been made 
in the survey which would cut star 


/homeoffice and the smaller re- 

Madras, Nov. 8. construed as the only revenues ac- 
India is expected to impose a fur- "OW claiming that the 100° is 
to import only 3344°% of the pre- the royalty due to the producer. 
lieved a 10% cut may be imposed 
an essential commodity and no cut London, Nov. 15. 
ercussions. that an iquiry under the Compa- 
film production costs, due end of | vestigation will be made by a con- 
nomical use of studio resources, 
vide a minimum of two minutes 
@ technicians’ salaries. 


| into the affairs of J. Arthur Rank’'s 
| Odeon Theatres, Ltd., urged by La- 
| bor M. P. Michael Foot, was re- 
| fused by Wilson. Board of Trade 
rejected such a proposal two years 
ago and Wilson reportedly won't 
take any action on the matter un- 
til he has studied the soon-to-be- | 
jxelased Portal report. 


‘completely rejected during the 
period, because of scenes of gang- 
ster life and murder stories. 





Other Foreign News 
On Page 26 











Maas Denies MPEA Pullout in Austria: 
Trend to Statism Seen in Pic Industry 





British See U.S. Demard | 


For More Pix Equipment 
Washington, Nov. 15. 

British manufacturers of motion 

picture equipment are hopeful that 

the recent devaluation of the 

pound will help to develop a sub- 

stantial export market in the U. S. 


|and Canada, according to Nathan 


D. Goiden, chief of the motion 
picture-photographicwranch of the 
U. S. Dept. of Commerce. 

Aside from this, Golden said in 
a report today (15), devaluation 
may have a harmful effect upon the 
British motion picture industry. He 
said producers may suffer from 
higher costs on raw stock and de- 
mands for upped wages by studio 
workers. He added that no change 
could be expected this year in the 
entertainment tax, although the 
British Film Producers Assn. and 
the Cinematographic Exhibitors 
Assn. are both seeking a reduction 
to counteract effects of deflation 
They believe a lower tax bite would 
help to fill the theatres. 


Aleman Pic Bill 
Stuns Mex Trade 


Mexico City, Nov. 8. 

Pic trade was stunned by the 
bill President Miguel Aleman pre- 
sented to Congress for a law to 
rule the biz and create the Na- 
tional Council of Cinematographic 
Art to replace the National Cine- 
matographic Commission that was 
founded in 1947. Council will 
function under the Ministry of the 
Interior. President Aleman, esti- 
mating the Mexican pic industry to 





represent an investment of more | 


than $30,000,000, said the law and 
council are intended to erase all 
the trade's irregularities and 
guarantee its success, financially 
and morally. He views pix as a 
major contribution to the export 
biz his government is striving to 
improve. 

Council will have 13 members, 
with the interior secretary its 
chairman. Members will represent 
the federal and local municipal 
government and all branches of 
the film trade. Council will be gov- 
ernment-financed, with the federal 
administration providing 10° from 
revenues from pic exhibitions in 
this zone. 

Highlight of the law is the recip- 
rocity rule okaying pic imports 


and exports, permitting such only 


for countries friendly to Mexican 
pix but nixing it for those that 
block Mexican films in any way, 
with fines for violatigns of this 
rule. Producers, distributors and 
exhibitors will be fined for dis- | 
tributing or exhibiting any pic 
without Council's okay. } 

President's move took the trade’s | 
breath away. Biggest surprise was | 
at suppression of the commission, 
which had barely begun. Some film 
men brand the move as dictatorial, 
amounting to the government run- 
ning the pic industry. Much 
squawking is heard that the 10% 
divvies by the federal and local 
governments allows far too much 
coin just to supervise the pic busi- | 
ness. There is more wonder about 
how pic censorship will go. Pro-| 
ducers are holding emergency 
meets to discuss the case. 


British Won’t Go to Dogs | 
For ‘Earth’; Pic May Shift 
London, Nov. 15. 

The Michael Powell - Emeric 
Pressburger $700,000 Technicolor 
opus, “Gone to Earth,” starring 
Jennifer Jones, has run_ into 
trouble from two different direc- 
tions. 

First, they were refused import 
licenses for gelatine color filters 
and had to seek the urgent inter- 
vention of several government de- | 
partments before replacements 
could be flown from New York. 

Then the hunting gentry, organ- 
ized in the British Field Sports So- | 
ciety, thought the film would not 
help their cause and advised Mas- 
ters of Foxhounds throughout the 
country to refuse to lend a pack of 
hounds required for final se- 
quences. If the impasse is not re- 
solved, it may be necessary to shoot 
these sequences either in Ireland 
or America. \ 





| from his Prague headquarters. 


|ernment, 


Vienna, Nov. 8. 
Irving Maas, Motion Picture Ex 
port Assn. general manager, 
paused here en route from Ger 
many to Jugoslavia for discussions 


'with Wolfgang Wolf, MPEA rep 
for Austria, and Louis Kanturek, 


who planed in 
He 
denied reports, current in indus- 
try here, that MPEA would dis- 
band its Austrian operation early 
in 1950 in favor of individual sales 
by distribs. 


He also reported with satisfac 
tion that despite intensification of 
anti-U. S. propaganda in Czecho- 
slovakia, government ministries 
there have indicated a continuation 
of approximately the same film 
policies as in the past year, with 
only a slight reduction in total 
number of U. S. titles shown. Hun- 


European chief, 


gary, on the contrary, is almost 
closed out as a U. S. market, and 
MPEA has been waiting for a 
long time for appointment of a 
new film monopoly chief there 


with whom they could at least ne- 
gotiate. Post has been vacant since 
the latest set of Budapest political 
upheavals. 


Wolf reported American book- 
| ings and total income in Austria at 
en all-time high (‘inclrdcing pre 
war) with conclusion of five-week 
sales drive which has deepened 
MPEA penetration for both fea- 
tures and newsreels into all Aus- 
trian zones and almost 100° of 


With withdrawal 
Information Services 


playable houses. 
of Army’s 


(Branch and French propaganda 
section from the newsreel fiel2, 
the MPEA reel has had Austria 


to itself for a few weeks. But next 
week a new Austrian reel will be 
released, automatically cutting off 
MPEA bookings in large number 
of houses controlled by KIBA, 
state and Socialist party-owned ex- 
hibition company. 

Tendency toward statism is most 
evident here in the pie industry. 
KIBA is growing by leaps and 
bounds with federal and mu- 
nicipal government backing. News- 
reel company, known as Oecester- 
reichische Wochenschau, is owned 
52% directly by the federal gov- 
42% by Sascha, a dis- 
tributing company which is in turn 
government-owned, and baiance by 
KIBA. It’s staffed mostly by per 
sonnel who formerly produced the 
French newsreel. One thing that's 
burning MPEA is the fact that the 
new local reel will shoot on 1, 
590,000 feet of Marshall Plan raw 
Stock, iargest film allocation the 
FCA has made here. This puts 
U. S. taxpayers’ coin in competi- 
tion with MPEA’s private enter- 
prise. Furthermore, ECA turned 
down MPEA’s application for raw 
stock despite the fact their reel is 
produced as an Austrian enter- 
prise and paid for in local cur 
rency. , 


RANK PLANS PRUNING 
WEST END THEATRES 


London, Nov. 15. 


The Rank Organization is con- 
templating pruning its West End , 
theatre control. In the last few 
days it has disposed of the Tatler 
theatre in Charing Cross Road and 





is now looking for buyers for the 


Marble Arch Pavilion and the 


, Tivoli, Strand. 


With the disposal of the Tatler, 
Rank’s West End theatre-holding 
is reduced to 12, including a num- 
ber of second-run houses. The 
Marble Arch Pavilion is one of the 
oldest West End houses and is in 
a competing situation with the 
modern Odeon on the other side 
of the road. The Tivoli, recently 
Switched to second-run position, 
was modernized some years back, 
but is very close to other Rank 
houses in Leicester Square. 

Reports that Rank would con 
sider disposing of the Odeon, Mar- 
ble Arch, are denied by the organt 
zation. 





Honduras Film Imports 
Truxillo, Honduras, Nov. 8. 

Total of 461 films were im- 
ported during 1948. Of these 372 
came from the U. S., 49 from Ar 
gentina, 34 from Mexico, three 
from Spain, two from France and 
one from Cuba. 

Practically all shorts came from 
the U. S. and 156 of the 208 news- 
reels released were also American 
product. 
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Hitler's ‘Hot’ Houses, Mountain Go 
Begging: U.S. Fears to Set Shrine 


Berchtesgaden, Nov. 8. # 
Bavarian Minister or Agriculture 
has reported Obersalzberg, which 
includes Kehistein mountain, where 
Hitler’s houses were located, “ab- 


solutely unrentable” for tourist | 
purposes. He wants to give re- 
sponsibility back to the finance 
minister, who doesn’t want it, 
either. 

Despite fact that the Fuehrer 
sunk millions of taxpayers’ marks 


into roads, a complex of tunnels 
and the famous “Eagle’s Nest” atop 
the summit, there isn’t much an 
one can do with Obersalzberg 


U. S. occupation authorities defi- 
nitely frown on proposals to ex 
ploit it as tourist spot. They know 
millions of Germans would gladly 
pay to see ruins of famous Berghof 
where Adolf bullied foreign vis- 
fiors. But that opens prospect of 
place becoming something of a 


shrine to a Nazism already re- 
surgent here. U. S. personnel vis- 
iting Army Recreation Center here 
and their families may visit Hitler 
houses on bus tours. 

Eagie’s Nest is undamaged, and 
state dining room there now con- 
tains a U. S.-operated snack bar 
serving hamburgers, hot dogs and 
coke. House is an unimpressive, 
middleclass structure exceptional 
only tor its location, reachable only 
by elevator (U. S.-built, incidental- 
ly) installed in solid rock beneath. 
Locals say 4,000 men worked 10 
years on the mountain, right up 
to the end of the war, when U. S. 
bombers pulverized Berghof and 
surrounding houses of Nazi big- 
shots and SS guard. 


Johnston Sees Anglo-U.S. 
Film Council as Just A 


Forum for Brit. Prods. 


London, Nov. 15. 

First report on the informal 
talks between officers of the Cine- 
matograph Exhibitors Assn. with 
Eric Johnston during his recent 
London stint are recorded in the 
report of the general council of 
the CEA for its monthly meeting | 
last Wednesday (9). It was point- 
ed out that an extension of the 
Anglo-American Council was hard- 
ly appropriate because “apart from 
its grandiloquent title,” it was a 
committee of the British Film 
Producers Assn. and as such an 
admiral body for discussion of pro- 
duction matters. 


“The suggestions made to Eric 
Johnston,” states the report, “was 
that when council members next | 
come over, they would no doubt 
want to see the BFPA and it would 
be natural for them to see repre- 
sentatives of the CEA and labor. 
Johnston could himself point out 
how convenient it would be to 
all concerned if, following these 
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Yanks Would Chop-Chop 
Out of China Market 


For the ’steenth time, foreign 


managers attending a Motion Pic- . 


ture Export Assn. meet last week 
weighed a preposal to pull out en- 
tirely from China Proposal was 
again tabled after considerable 
pro-and-con talk American dis- 
tribs are still operating in Shang- 
hai with native managers although 
no product has been shipped into 
the country for over one year 
Freeze on remittances has held 
ever since the war 

Distribution in the Communist- 
held interior recently came to a 
dead halt. In Tientsin, focal point | 
for inland distribution, all selling 
has ceased following a demand by 
the Communists that prints be re- 
called for re-censorship. 


Gen. Keyes Makes Plea To 
Austria-Born Show Folk 
For Kids’ Xmas Packages 


Vienna, Nov. 8. 

Lt. Gen. Geoffrey Keyes, U. S. 
High Commissioner in Austria and 
commander of occupation troops 
here, has addressed a special ap- 
peal to show biz people in New 
York and Hollywood who originat- 
ed in this part of the world, to 
help his troops stage a merry 
Christmas for some 10,000 orphans, 
destitute children and old people 
in Austria. Soldiers stationed here 
are writing friends and relatives 
in the States asking for food, cloth- 
ing or money to make this year’s 
Christmas charity program the big- 
gest since the war. Troops and 
their families in Austria have al- 
ready raised $6,000 through bene- 
fits and athletic events for the 
Christmas fund. Gen. Keyes is ad- 
dressing letters to stage and screen 
people who emigrated from here 
to ask for help in carrying out the 
program. 


Christmas parties with distribu- 
tion of toys, clothgs and other 
gifts will be held in 35 childrens’ 
institutions in Vienna alone. Kids 
and old people in the Soviet zone 
are not excepted. Nine homes for 
the aged will be given money and 
materials for full-scale Christmas 
dinners with presents for all. U. S. 
welfare agencies here, including 
CARE, are helping considerably. 


Gen. Keyes asks especially these 
who know Europe to remember 
that although Austria has made 
vast progress in the past two years, 
there are still many hungry and 
cold who will be thrilled by a pres- 
ent from Uncle Sam. 


| Checks, clothing or food parcels 








Chairmen of Australia's 
Greater Union Theatres 


Norman B. Rydge 
Thinks There's a 


| Need for New Film 
Advances to Keep Apace 
with Changing World 


* * * 


one of the many editorial features 
in the 


44th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 


State Aid for Dane 
Film Producers 


Copenhagen, Nov 

Danish film’ producers, who've 
had tough times since the war 
years, will get important support 
from the state, when the new 
cinema law is passed. Producers 
will get 15 ore (about 2c.)—equal 
to 14 of the entertainment tax 
on each ticket sold in cinemas, 
showing Danish-made pix, old or 
new. The law will probably come 
into force Jan. 1. 

The 38 Danish films made since 
1945 resulted in a loss of over 
$300,000. Under the new law they 
would have made a profit of about 
$250,000. 

Promise of state support has 
made Danish film producers busy. 
The four major film companies all 
are readying pix for preem after 
the New Year. Nordisk has “KI'‘t 
Per,” filmed from a popular chil- 
dren’s book. Palladium has an 
Arhoff farce about life on a pic- 
ture magazine. Asa is making 
“The Red Horses,” after Morten 
Korch’s bestseller—and Saga is 
making a farce. The new producer, 
Preben Philipsen, of Constantin 
Film, is making a picture about 
the Danish police at work. 

The new law says that only 
Danish capital must be used in fi- 
nancing the pictures and the ma- 
jority of actors and technicians 
|must be Danish. 


| Yank In Paris 


_——— By MEL MARTIN 
Paris, Nov. 10. 























A number of top musicians in 


|various clubs recently gave in 
|their notices so they could join 
'the newly planned house bands for 
the tremendous Normandie and 
'Rex theatres here. The day be- 
fore the scheduled openings the 
stage presentations were mysteri- 
ousiy cancelled. With no imme- 
diate signs of vaude in these two 
houses, the men are sadly out of 
| jobs now. 


| Mistinguette, who admits to 72. 


next visits, there was a further May be sent to Y. S. High Com-| still a favorite as she sings and 


meeting of these sections and of 
the Kinematograph Renters Soci- 


missioner for Austria, APO 1777 
Care Postmaster New York: at- 


| dances her way through the A.B.C. 
| show, “Paris S’'Amuse.” You buy 


ety, which would constitute a suit- tention Christmas Program Com- a ticket out of curiosity and then 


able industry body to be available 
for consolidation and discussion 
either here or in America as and 
when problems arose.” 


It is emphasized in the report 
that the settlement of the dollar 
problem is not a matter which falls 
within the jurisdiction of such a 
body, but is reserved by the gov- 
ernment for discussion with its ap- 


mittee. 





Al Cornfield Succeeds 


Albert Cornfield, now foreign 
sales supervisor for 20th-Fox Inter- 
/national, has been tapped to suc- 





join the mobs who whack their 
palms after each number she does. 

“Streetcar Named Desire,” ca- 
pacity houses, especially a feather 
in the cap of Arletty, who has 


. i f 0 
Bob Harley on Continent Pec", “et sest kina nse” was 


| “Les Enfants de Paradise.” 


“Annie Get Your Gun” goes 
into rehearsal shortly with Lily 


propriate American counterpart in ceed Francis L. (Bob) Harley as Fayol as the Gallic Ethel Merman. 


due course. 


It is contended, however, that 
the setting up of such a body might 


managing director of the company 
in charge of Europe, Scandinavia, 
the Near East and North Africa. 


j 


submit views to the government | #arley, who is also a veepee, will 


The Berlin musical will replace 
‘the long-running “White Horse 
|Inn” at the Theatre Chatelet. 

| Daisy Daix, French soubret, who 





which would be of considerable 


return to the homeoffice immedi- | was brought over to the States by 


value. | ately after the first of the year to 


/Lou Walters a few years ago, will | 





considerable bad publicity by be- 
coming a Nazi party member. A 
local denazification court eventual- 
ly fined him 500 marks for this, 
but it’s a matter the townspeople 
would rather not mention now 
when they are figuring on a big 
Holy Year trade in tourists who 
ean make Oberammergau in a 
sleeper jump from Rome. 

Preisinger Chosen As Christ 

The village elders today (8) 
chose Anton Preisinger, 37-year- 
old innkeeper and father of five 
children, for the role of Christ, 
rejecting Lang because of his age 
He was selected, however, to read 
the prolog 

Elders also chose Annemi Mayr 
20. to play the Virgin Mary; Hugo 


Rutz. 80-year-old blacksmith. as 
St. Peter: Melchior Brietsamter. 
50. sawmill employe, as Pontius 


Pilate: Hans Schwaighofer, 29. 
sculptor and former prisoner of 
war of the British, Judas; Gabrielle 
Gropper, 24, Mary Magdalen. 

The Lang family is all over 
Oberammergau. Director of the 
Passion Play is Georg Lang, an ex- 
pert woodcarver of world renown. 
Anton Lang, who played the lead 
three times from 1900 to 1922 (lat- 
ter date was pushed back two 
vears by World War I) visited the 
U. S. for lectures and personal ap- 
pearances. I found Georg Lang in 
his wood carving studio, a tall 
gaunt man with huge hands that 
one would not think could produce 
the exquisite wood sculpture on 
his work bench. Like many Ober- 
ammergauers he was clad in a 
GI jacket. The town got in on 
some Marshall Plan distributions 
of surplus clothing. 


Cast includes 726 men, 138 wom- 
en and 700 children. “The man 
who plays Christ,” said Lang, “is 
in a sense chosen by fate. He will 
have no private life thereafter. 
The village will expect him not to 
drink, smoke or dance. His whole 
family will be expected to adopt 
saintly behavior, too.” The same 
goes, to a lesser extent, for other 
members of the cast almost all of 
which are new this year because of 
advanced age of players in the last 
(1934) production. All actors work 
without makeup, in magnificent 
handmade costumes of costly ma- 
terial and without artificial light 
or sound equipment. Only con- 
cession to modernity on big stage, 
which represents streets of Jerusa- 
lem, is electrical elevators to alter 
stage levels. 

In essence the Passion Play de- 
picts life of Christ. Added are an 
elaborate prologue and a series ot 
“Living Pictures” of high spots in 


New Testament. Book has been re- | 
worked several times since the be- | 


ginning of the play in 17th cen- 
tury. Musical score, played and 
sung by symphony-sized orchestra 
and choir, was composed by a lo- 
cal school teacher who had to do it 
all over again in 1811 when his 
handwritten copies were all de- 
stroyed in a fire. 
Athlete and Actor, Too 

The Christ must be something of 
an athlete as well as a top actor. 
He's on stage for most of play’s 
seven and a half hours. Cross he 
carries through streets of the Holy 
City weighs 80 pounds and he real- 
\ly sweats in agony toting this on 
|a naked shoulder for close to half 
/an hour. In crucifixion scene he 
| Stands clad only in loin cloth on 
open stage, sometimes in rain, cold 


winds or snow for half an hour. 


| supported only by trick nails 
| through hands and toes while a 
| specially-built device trickles re- 
| alistic “blood” from his wounds. 
|Director Lang explained that 
Christ’s arms always go numb in 
this scene, increasing difficulties 


Passion Play Preems 


Continued from page 2 





‘Duel’ Shooting in Venice 
With Cortese as Its Star 


Rome, Nov. 8. 


Producer Dario Sabatello in eol- 
laboration with Tuscania-Scalera of 
Rome and Valiant of London, 
repped by Anthony Havelock-Allen, 
is ready to start shooting “Duel in 
Venice” in Venice. Edgar Ulmer. 
who directed “Pirates of Capri” in 


Italy last year, came from Holly- | 


wood to direct this one, but five 
days before the starting date, re- 
signed. Picture will continue with 
Sidney Salkow as director. 
Valentine Cortese will star in 
“Duel,” with Richard Greene, 
Charles Gardner, Margot Grahame, 
Greta Gynt, Hugh French, Isa Pola, 
Walter Riller and Massimo Serrato. 


|take over new duties out of New 
York. 

With the company since 1926, 
when it was still the old Fox Film 
Corp., Harley has operated out of 
Europe almost continuously since 
that time. Following World War 
II, he took over supervision of re- 
organizing 20th’s branch offices 
abroad throughout the territory 
and only recently completed that 
work for Germany. He has most 
recently headquartered in Paris. 





was disclosed this week by 20th In- 


ternational prez Murray Silver- 
_ Stone. 





Morris Safier inked deal with 
Four Continents Films to handle 
distribution of the latter's “The 
Agitator” and “Lisbon Story” on 
| the Coast, 


Return of Harley to the U. Ss. 


play an American heiress in the 
new Luis Mariano show. A new 
version of “La Belle de Cadix,” 
| she will repeat her roie in the film 
| version planned during the show’s 
run. 

Ted Laurie, who made a hit in 
New York in “Ballet Ballads” and 
has been appearing locally, has 
been cutting radio transcriptions 
with Paul Barron and his orches- 
tra. He is also slated for some TV 
shots here. 

Bernard Bros. close shortly at 
the Club Des Champs Elysees to 
head for the London Palladium 
and the annual Xmas pantomime. 

The 3 Peters Sisters are now 
| five. The two new additions to the 
Paris scene will not join the al- 
ready established trio, but are 
busy rehearsing an act of their 
own. New two Peters gals are 
‘slender and real lookers. 


of following sequence when he’s 
removed, apparently lifeless from 
the cross. 

Practically the whole town is in- 


volved in the Passion Play, on or | 
Only native born, or | 


| back stage. 
| those who've lived here 20 years, 
may take part. Though unplagued 
|by unions, committee doubts 
whether production itself can come 
out in the black next year because 
of currently high costs. Actors 
and ail others involved are paid ac- 
cording to personal needs in rela- 
tion to what they lose by neglect- 
ing regular occupations during re- 
hearsal and playing time which 
stretch from November, 1949, 
through September, 1950. Thus a 
player in top spot may get less 


than an extra who needs the dough | 


more. 
Top money in any case is 1,000 
marks ($200) a month. Town fig- 


ures to really get off the nut 
through tourist biz which should 
fill every hotel and private house 
bed here and in nearby towns from 
May to September. All inclu- 
sive deals will be offered covering 
transportation, meals, beds and 
play tix. Profits from previous 
years’ plays have been used for 
community improvements like 
flood control and new power lines. 
Orders went out to all men to let 
beards and hair grow starting last 
July. Result is already fairly 
startling to visitors. 

In previous years, committee has 
nixed all offers to film spectacle. 
In 1922, they say a Holiywood of- 
fer of “close to a million dollars” 
was turned down. Brief shots for 
newsreels are allowed (they under- 
stand promofion here) and maybe 
radio will be allowed to record 


some highspots. There have 
already been feelers from video 
filmers and religious pic outfits 


who can readily visualize a gold- 
mine in church showings. Locals 
say the word will probably be “no” 
despite Germany’s need for dollars. 

Aside from casting a benevolent 
eye on anything that will bring 
tourists the U. S. Military Gov- 
ernment is keeping hands off the 
Passion Play. Nearby Garmisch 
Recreation Center of U. S. Army 
will vesist atieuspis by Germans iv 
get back the 1,000 requisitioned 
hotel beds its U. S. guests occupy 
and is insisting on allotment of 
minimum of 500 seats for army 
personnel at all performances at 
straight b.o. price of 5 to 15 marks 
($1-$3). 














Army Holds 


“names Continued from page 22 








down heavily on the classics. Their 
draw is getting as worn as the 
scripts—but it’s the tradition. Re- 
turn of various Nazi favorites. 
barred for a while, but now freed 
of taint, has engendered minor 
flurries, but these have quickly 
died out. In all, the stage doesn't 
show the vitality it had in 1945- 
46 when producers and public 
alike rushed to do the American, 
English and French plays they'd 
been denied during the Hitler era. 

Russians keep one legiter busy 
with plays and pix along the party 
line. They put on Clifford Odets’ 
“Golden Boy” at the Scala (they 
don't pay royalties, incidentally) 
with copious rewriting to prove 
the pug’s plight was due to im- 
perialist Wall Street machinations. 


There's more life, financially 
_and artistically, in the operetta 


field. Hubert Marischka, an old- 
timer whose name dates back to 
World War I, put on “Waltz 
Queen” and “Farewell Waltz.” 
both three-quarter timers in the 
best old tradition. Former has 
been booked for Parisian produc- 
tion in December, with London 
probably to follow. Meanwhile, 
Marischka himself is producer- 
star-director of “Farewell Waltz” 
at Burger theatre here and doing 
sock business, while heavier stuff 
like Ibsen’s “Lady from the Sea” 
is dying, despite presence of Paula 
|Wessely and her husband, Attila 
| Horbiger, in leads. 


Marischka, his brothex Ernst, 
and Robert Stolz are starting re- 
hearsals of a new operetta with 
a Stolz score titled “Prater.” Rai- 
_mund theatre, best-known operet- 
| ta house, is just emerging from 
a complicated financial and artis- 
tie scandal involving big-time di- 
versions of house and state funds 
by director Gustav Marik. House 
will be leased to some new group, 
but takers are wary until debts of 
ever 1,000,000  schillings are 
cleared up. 


This will be the first winter 
since the war that all theatres are 
sure to be heated and lighted 
properly and equipped with beer 
and wienerwurst buffets in the 


| lobbies. 





Merlet’s Europe Trek 


Paris, Nov. 8. 


Alfonso Merlet, Chilean pro- 
ducer-director, has arrived here on 


'a survey of Western European 


countries On a special commission 
from the Chile government. 


Following his European survey, 


|Merlet is due to head for New 


York. He will thereafter arrive in 
Hollywood early next year. 
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Geo. Skouras’ Anti-Truster vs. RKO | 
And Reade Threatens to File Ditto 


RKO’s tug-of-war .with its chief+ 


theatre partners appeared this 
week to be heading for the courts 
on all counts as a series of anti- 
trust actions were stacked up 
against the major company. Long 
stalemate with George Skouras, 
head of both Metropolitan Play- 
houses and Skouras Theatres, over 
the who-buys-who-out negotiations 
necessitated by RKO’s consent de 
cree, has already been broken by 
a $9,000,000 anti-truster brought in 
the N. Y. federal district court 
Walter Reade, company’s other big 
partner, simultaneously told VA 
RiETY that he is bringing an action 
“for three times what Skouras is 
asking” within the next few days 

Reade, who is co-venturer with 
the major in 14 theatres of the 
Trenton-New Brunswick circuit, de- 
clared that his attorneys are al- 
ready drafting a complaint which 
would ask for the appointment of 
a receiver in addition to the money 
damages. His action will also be 
brought in the N. Y. federal court, 
circuit head said. 

Both the existing and promised 
around a clause 


actions revolve 

in the partnership pact which sets 
the price at book vaiue in the 
event one of the partners evi- 
dences a desire to pull out. In the 
case of Reade, RKO is insisting 


that this particular clause was nul- 
liied by the courts in litigation 
which ended several years ago. 


Affects Four Situations 


Skouras’ action affects four 
houses, two Springio houses in the 
Bronx: Midway in Forest Hills and 
RKO Proctor, Newark. Aside from 
these. duo along with United Art 
ists circuit are pards in the other 
theatres of Metropolitan Play- 
houses, but no action has yet re- 
sulted from that tieup. Court is 
asked to declare that RKO’s in- 
terests in the four theatres are 
the property of the plaintiff and 
held by the major as trustee for 
it. Injunction is sought to bar RKO 
from disposing of its interest in 
the theatres to an outside party. 

Both Skouras in his suit and 
Reade in his declaration of inten- 
tions charge RKO with forcing a 
50-50 partnership in years past. 
Skouras suit also asserts that RKO 
was not leveling with the Govern- 
ment when it said it would not 
acquire an interest from partners 
in any theatre which would tend 
to perpetuate a monopoly. Book 
value clause, Skouras action de- 
clared. was included on RKO's in- 
sistence and now the company is 
attempting to back out of that 
deal. 

His upcoming suit, Reade said, 
would demand that RKO be com- 
pelled to sell its interest to its 
partner. As for the book value 
clause, Reade said: “I tried to 
have that clause removed five 
years ago but RKO refused. Now 
it has bounced back at them.” 


“We have a stronger case than 
George Skouras.” Reade declared. 
“RKO never paid $5 for their in- 
terest in those theatres. We were 
compelled to give up a share be- 
cause they threatened to build. We 
are going to sue on those grounds 
and that action will be brought 
as rapidly as we can file our case.” 

Malcolm Kingsberg, RKO thea- 
tre chief, has withheld all com- 
ment preparatory to battling the 
current suit and any that Reade 
may throw at his company. 
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Matty Fox 
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As for Dutch recognition of Indo- 
nesia, it is described as the best 
possible break for the Universal 
exec who has been working for the 
republic since January, 1948, with- 
out much compensation. 


Officials he has been working 
with are now running the country, 
Fox said, hence he expects to get 
going without delay. As his setup 
now operates, Fox and the Indo- 
nesian government are equal part- 
ners in American-Indonesian Corp. 
which exclusively carries out the 
procurement requirements of the 
republic in this country. It also 
handles all commodities shipped by 
the government to the U. S. 

In the past there was very little 
he could do, Fox said, because of 
the Dutch blockade. 





REAGAN REELECTED 
PRESIDENT OF SAG 


Hollywood, Nov. 15. 


Ronald Reagan was reelected 


president of the Screen Actors 
Guild without opposition. Other 
unopposed officers were William 
Holden. first veepee: George Mur 
phy. second veepee: Paul Harvey 
third veepee; Walter Pidgeon. re 
cording secretary and George 
Chandler. treasurer 

Only contests in the election 
were for membership on the board 
of directors. Winners were: Leon 
Ames Warner Anderson, Joan 
Caulfield William Demarest, 
Stephen McNally, Agnes Moore- 
head, Kent Taylor, Audrey Totter, 


Robert 
son. 


Schwarz to Do 28 


During Coming Year 


Hollywood, Nov. 15 

Jack Schwarz Productions, Inc., 
has announced a slate of 28 pic- 
tures for the coming year. Two of 
have already been com- 
pleted. Indie producer's schedule 
calls for 12 of general content, 
eight outdoor action features based 
on James Oliver Curwood stories 
and eight westerns 

Those completed by Schwarz are 
“Forbidden Jungle,’ featuring 
Don Harvey and Alyce Louis, and 
“The Fighting Stallion,” starring 
Bill Edwards and Doris Merrick. 
Schwarz has signed Seymour Fish- 
er as general sales manager. Fish- 
er, for the past 10 years. has been 
a Columbia distribution executive. 
He lett Thursday (10) for Chicago 
to set franchise deals for the com- 
pany’s upcoming product. 


Walker and Richard Car!l- 





tnese 








| from 
i merit 





Skouras Avers 
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ment to Skouras yesterday (Tues- 
day’, “but that company is not the 
first nor is it the only production 
company that has been victimized 
by FWC—it may not be the last. 

“The complaint filed with the 
Attorney General and _ directed 
against FWC is based on historic 
and present fact,” Arnall added. 
“It is an excellent focal point for 
starting investigations into the 
misuse of exhibition monopoly and 
should fit into the Dept. of Justice 
program to develop evidence as 
suggested by the statutory court 
in the Paramount case.” 

Goldwvyn's office said that 
whether a pic was good or bad was 
by no means the determining factor 
in FWC’'s purchase of it—it was all 
a matter ef the willingness of the 
producer ito beckle under to 
Skouras’ terms. FWC was said to 
have bought every Goldwyn pic up 
to the last one, and was willing to 
take “Roseanna”™ if Goldwyn would 
accept the terms offered. 

The dispute on the film is not 
over price—which hasn't’ been 
talked yvet—but on playing time. 
Goldwyn wants the number of days 
that FWC will play the pic speci- 
fied in the contract. Skouras web 
will buy it only on the understand- 
ing it can pull the film whenever 
it desires 

Goldwyn won't accept a deal on 
that basis and “‘Roseanna” is being 
sold away from FWC. In many 
spots the FWC balk is not too seri- 
ous since equal or more money can 
be obtained from the opposition. 
In other places, however, FWC 
controls closed situations or— 
SIMPP charges—is in collusion 
with indie exhibs so that a pic can't 
play and a serious loss is involved. 

SIMPP maintains that the prob- 
lem isn’t confined to the indies, but 
that the majors suffer equally un- 
der FWC dominance. Majors don't 
squawk, however, according to the 
indie organization, because of an 
implicit “you-scratch-my-back-and- 
I'll - scratch - yours” understanding 
with 20th-Fox, of which FWC is a 
whoilv-owned subsid. 

SIMPP feels that despite 
Skouras’ statement in London, the 
issue is not now one between Gold- 
wyn and FWC, but between the 
Justice Dept. and the circuit. D. of 
J. has given no indication since the 
complaint was filed as to whether 
it would take any action, or what 
| form such action might assume. 





Legal Action 


chose to circumvent the two webs 
and go immediately into what 
ordinary would have been sub- 
|sequent-run houses. Every distrib 
jand every chain has been eyeing 
the experiment carefully. 

With Fred Schwartz's Century 
Circuit in New York reportedly 
preparing a much broader suit 
against the RKO and Loew chains, 


the current legal battles between 
the Skouras and Reade webs and 
RKO are seen by industry ob 
servers as facets of a major threat 
to the supremacy of the two af 
filiated circuits in the metropolitan 
area Combined with the divorce- 
ment and divestiture ordered by 
the courts. the legal maneuvers of 
the indie chains are viewed as a 
further wedge toward reducing the 


predominance of Loew's and RKO 
in the area. 

Brandt yesterday asserted 
“The statement made by Malcolm 

Kingsberg that RKO pictures are 
shown in RKO theatres because 
RKO theatres are the best theatres 
standpoint of competitive 
completely erroneous 
Our Beacon theatre, one of the 
finest neighborhood theatres in 
America, has offered considerably 
more for product than the RKO 
8lst street, which is its oppositien. 
We are now in the courts of law 
trving to remedy this situation 
This condition holds true in many 
other situations in New York In 
my opinion, RKO does not have the 
finest theatres nor do they obtain 
the best results. It is safe to as- 
sume that RKO will soon be forced 
through court action to relinquish 
product in these theatres, wherever 
it has been obtained by virtue their 
monopolistic control.” 

Technically, the suit filed in N. Y. 
federal court last week by Skouras 
Theatres and its affiliated Metro- 
politan Playhouses against RKO is 
on the narrow point of a contract 
dispute over disposal of four 
houses that Skouras and RKO own 
in partnership. Action wh.ch 
Walter Reade, Jr., of the Reade 
circuit, promises to file shortly is 
similar. 

Despite the limited nature of 
these litigations, industry legalites 
see much ‘broader meaning in them 
in that the background they are 
airing will give further ammuni- 
tion to the Dept. of Justice in its 
divorcement and divestiture de- 
mands. What came as something 
of a surprise in the action was the 
beef by George Skouras, despite 
his own considerable strength in 
the exhibition field, that he was 
forced to sell to RKO in 1933, 1940 
and 1941 a 50° interest in the 
houses in dispute. 

Skouras is squawking that RKO 
acquired the interest in the the- 
atres as result of monopoly prac- 
.tices and then forced subordina- 
tion of other Skouras-Metropolitan 
theatres to the first-run position of 
the houses. Other such charges are 
expected to be aired in the Reade 
suit. 

They will have to be proved in 
court, of course. But whether 
proved or not, they are seen as 
jamming further high explosive 
powder into the big guns of the 
Dept. of Justice. D. of J. officials 
last week admitted that they are 
closely watching these private ac- 
tions, particularly since the plain- 
tiffs themselves wield such heavy 
power and are not in the nature of 
a minor indie easily browbeaten or 
controlled. 

Century Circuit admittedly has 
been preparing its suit for many 
months. Its officials are very close- 
mouthed about it, however, on the 
possibility that if certain conces- 
sions cun be won it may never be 
filed. It also involves specific the- 
atres over which it is hassling with 
Loew's, but may well go beyond 
that into a general attack on the 
New York booking arrangement 
Under the latter setup—until UA 
balked last week—the RKO and 
Loew’s chains play pix first and all 
the other circuits in the area play 
subsequent to them as the films 
come off the two affiliated circuits. 

>. 
Col. Sets Laine 
Hollywood, Nov. 15 

Columbia has signed Frankie 
Laine to a featured singing-acting 
role in “Platter Parade.” He'll 
chirp three songs. Jonie Taps will 
be executive producer. Filming 
starts April 8 

Laine will get $27,500 for the 
chore. Evelyn Keyes, although not 
set, may be the femme lead. Kay 
Starr and the Mills Bros. will do 
j musical routines, 


is 





Black Magic,’ Booked Into N. Y. Indies 
Away from RKO, Loew, Does Good Biz 


> 
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LIGGETT WINS AGAIN 
AGAINST EX-EMPLOYER 


Appellate Division of the N. Y. 
supreme court last week unanl- 
rul- 


mously upheld a lower court 
ing which dismissed a suit brought 
against the Liggett-Stiefel Book- 
ing Corp. by Island Theatre Ci 
cuit Corp. Latter had charged 
that its former manager, Jules 
Liggett had unfairly taken cus- 
tomers from it when he left to set 
up his own buying and booking 
combine 

Five-judge tribunal, in denying 
Island's appeal, decreed that Lig 
gett and two other former Island 
employees had committed no 
breach of fiduciary obligation to 


Wilde Another Filmer 
Questing a B’way Play 


Cornel Wilde read a great many 


scripts in quest of a Broadway 
vehicle, but he’s still looking, the 
star declared in New York last 
week One possibility, however is 
tnat he may appear in a cwo-week 
stint for Maurice Evans’ City 
Center, N. Y., early next year if the 
latter’s limited season extends be 
yond Feb. 1 

Wilde's chief difficulty in = ar- 


ranging a Broadway thesping chore 


is a commitment to RKO for “Sons 
of the Musketeers.” Originally 
scheduled to roll Nov. 1, the pic 


ture is now slated to go before the 
cameras Dec. 5. Although under 
contract to 20th for one pic a year, 
his deal permits him to make out 
side films 

Actor left for the Coast over the 
weekend. In a leisurely trip west, 
he'll p.a. at a number of veterans’ 
hospitals. 


4 


Team O’Hara-Wilde 
For RKO Dumas Pic 


Hollywood, Nov. 15 
Maureen O'Hara drew the co- 
star role opposite Cornel Wilde in 
“Sons of the Musketeers,” based 
on the old Dumas swordplay series 
Jerry Brandt will produce for 
RKO, in Technicolor. 


- 








| Parole Battle 


Continued from page 6 





one third of their term and were 
paroled Aug. 13, 1947. 

The opinion of the circuit court 
states that unfavorable newspaper 
publicity followed, and an inves- 
tigation was made by a committee 
of Congress into the workings of 
the parole board in the case. On 
the request of the committee the 
parole was revoked on July 21, 
1944. and both men were arrested 
and taken to the Atlanta peniten- 
tiary. 

Subsequently they each filed 
writs of habeas corpus attacking 
the warrants on which they had 
been arrested, and the records 
show that on Dec. 4, 1948, District 
Judge E. Marvin Underwood sus- 
tained the writ of habeas corpus 
and ordered the men released from 
the penitentiary. 

The court of appeals action re- 
versing the action of Judge Under- 
wood was on an appeal by the peni- 
tentiary warden. The majority 
opinion was by Judges Samuel! L. 
Sibley and Edwin R. Holmes. 
Judge Curtis L. Waller wrote a dis- 
senting opinion. 

Other defendants in the case in- 
cluded Frank Nitto, alias Frank 
Nitti; Paul DeLucia. alias Paul 
Rieca: Phil D'Andrea, Francis 
Maritote, alias Frank Diamond; 
Ralph Pierce, John Rosselli and 
Louis Kaufman. 

Alleged victims of the conspiracy 
were Loew’s, Inc., Paramount, 20th- 
Fox Corp., Warner Bros. and other 
film firms. The defendants al- 
legediy used threats of labor 
trouble to attempt to obtain huge 
sums of money. 

The record states that two con- 
spirators who were not indicted at 
the time, Willie Bioff and George 
Browne, were connected with the 
theatrical union in the capacities 
as president and personal repre 
sentative of the president. respec- 
tively Bioff and Browne were 
later imprisoned for complicity. 





United Artists’ experiment last 
/week in skirtipg the Loew's and 


| RKO webs in metropolitan New 
York in favor of a rump circuit of 
indie houses for the preem of 


“Black Magic” was viewed in the 
trade as moderately § successful. 
Grosses were good, but results were 
seen as not sufficiently outstanding 


as to provide more than a token 
threat to the continued dominance 
of the two affiliated chains 

As far as UA and producer Ed- 
ward Small are concerned, they 
were well pleased with results, 
since the take definitely exceeded 
what they could have gotten under 
the deal offered by Loew's, which 
would have been as second feature 
on a flat rental. They had been 
battling with the circuit for co- 
feature billing. They did not get 


as much from the indies, however, 
as they would have from Loew's 
if they had won the desired book- 
ing. 

“Black Magic” with another 
pic, “Dan Patch.” as second fea- 
ture, played about 60 houses of 
the Skouras, Century. Randforce, 
Brandt and Joelson circuits in all 
five boroughs of New York and 
in Nassau and Westchester coun- 
ties 

Distribs 
inn 
ot 


UA 


exhibs were keep- 
on the experiment 
ducking a Broadway firstrun 
altogether and then giving a pie 
to houses which moved up their 
run to compete with Loew's and 
RKO. Scheme was viewed in light 
of the constant talk of the posst- 
bility of building up a third circuit 
in New York 

From the 
onlookers, the 
ing proved very 
see a third 
Bets major 


and 


ariose eve 


view of unbiased 
Black Magic” book- 
little. They don't 
circuit likely until it 
company backing that 
would insure it a flow of product 
It couldn't be established with 
intermittent bookings. The “Magic” 
deal is seen as something of a 
freak, growing out of a battle that 
the Skouras chain had with Co- 
lumbia, leaving a vacant date to be 
filled and the fact that two holidays 


‘Election and Armistice Day) fell 
during the week. 
There are many angles in con- 


sidering the success of the “Magic” 
booking. One is that it raised the 
status of the pic from second fea- 
ture to first in bookings in houses 
in areas adjoining New York that 
are influenced by the metropolitan 
territory. On the other hand, by 
skipping right into the subse- 
quents, UA lost a number of New 
York dates that it might have had 
had it played Loew’s first. It is also 
finding that some of its subsequent 
bookings are being abbreviated by 
the fact that the houses have three 
sources of product for one week-— 
the usual Loew's and RKO splits, 
plus the “Black Magic” combo. 

There are no immediate pros- 
pects of a repeat on the “Magic” 
type bookings, s'though it is sees 
as a possibility for Samuel Gold- 
wyn’s “Roseanna McCoy.” Gold- 
wyn forces are now battling with 
the RKO circuit over terms, and 
if they fail to achieve what they 
desire may repeat the UA pattern, 
which Goldwyn prexy James A. 
Mulvey has used in other towns. 
“Roseanna” did have a date on 
Broadway, however, playing the 
Capitol. 





TOA Kicks Off 
Continued from page 6 
Federal admission tax. 





20°% 


Her- 
man Levy, TOA’s general counsel, 
will report on competitive bidding 


and the attempt to restrict that 

technique for selling product. 
Another subject up for discus- 

sion is a proposal to cooperate in 


a mid-century children and youth 


conference set for Washington 
next year. President Harry ru- 
man, it has been learned, has in- 


vited TOA to cooperate in the big 
meet which he is summoning at 
the capitol. TOA’s last all-out col- 
laboration with the Government 
was undertaken last year on a 
Youth Month which the then U. S. 
Atiorney General Tom Clark spon- 
sored 

J.J. O'Leary will chairman the 
meet. Others participating are 
Leonard Goldenson, Sam Pinanski, 
Si Fabian, Ted Gamble, Robert J. 
O'Donnell. Robert Wilby, Robert 
Coyne, Morris Lowenstein, Arthur 
Lockwood. Robert Livingston, Max 
Connett. B. D. Cockrill, William 
Ruffin, Nat Williams, Stanley Pre 
, nosil and Sullivan. 
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‘VICTORY 4 


“BATTLEGROUND 


shouts for an 
Academy Award.” 


—NY. Daily Mirror 


“The only rival 
that threatens ¢ 
to break the Y= 
record of ‘The . 
Big Parade’ at \e 
the Astor.” \ 


—WN.Y. World-Telegram 


~PRESS-TIME 


FLASH! 


EVERY RECORD IN 
ASTOR HISTORY . 
SMASHED! 


Congratulations to all who helped make 
possible the sensational success of M-G-M’s 
finest picture at the Astor, N.Y. 
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starring 


VAN JOHNSON: JOnN HODIAK:RICARDO MONTALBAN-GEORGE MURPHY 


with MARSHALL THOMPSON - JEROME COURTLAND - DON TAYLOR - BRUCE COWLING 
JAMES WHITMORE + DOUGLAS FOWLEY~- LEON AMES - GUY ANDERSON - THOMAS E. BREEN 
DENISE DARCEL + RICHARD JAECKEL + JIM ARNESS + SCOTTY BECKETT +» BRETT KING 


Story and Screenplay by ROBERT PIROSH, Associate Producer 
Directed by WILLIAM A. WELLMAN - Produced by DORE SCHARY 


A METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER PICTURE 
: 
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Dolores 
killing the seducer, finds her, but 
they decide to remain apart. 

Film presents an interesting ar- 
ray of characters, from Enrique 
Diosdade’s double role of the se- 
ducer and his twin brother, to 
Ricardo Canales’ excellent r- 
trayal of the kinc innkeeper. Sup- 
porting roles are filled capably, 
namely among the townspeople. 
imperio Argentina, in the starring 
spot, occasionally goes overboard 
trving to get across the character 
ef the harassed girl. 

Ricardo Nunez has given the pro- 
duction an authentic fiavor while 
Benito Perosjo’s direction, for the 
most part, is effective Antonio 
Merayo’s camera presents a real- 
istic background. 


Flickan Fran Tredje 


Raden 
(The Girl From the Dress Circle) 
(SWEDISH) 
Stockholm, Oct. 25 
Terra Film release of Hasse Ekman 
reduction. Produced and written by 
jasse Ekman, who stars. Features Fva 


Henning, Hilda Borgstrom, Maj-Britt Nils 


son. Sven Lindberg, Sigge Fryst. Siv 
Thulin, Stig Olin, Ingrid Backlin. Gunna: 
Biornstrand. Hilding Gavle, Barbro Hior 
taf Ornaes, Erik Berglund. Camera. Go 
ran Strindberg; music, Sune Waldimi:. At 
astoria. Stockholm. Running time. 87 
MINS. 


A variation of “Tales of Man 
this film 


hattan,” should go ove! 
in the U. S. Following a ring as 
it goes itumi~tand to hand aiices 


being sold by a poverty-stricken 
woman, the story introduces an in 





teresting collection of characters 
Pic rates high among Hass: 
Ekman’s productions, with the cast 
headed by Ekman and his ife 
Eva Henning, doing a good job 
Wing 
Greven Fran Granden 
(The Lord From the Lane) 
(SWEDISH) 
Stockholm. Oct. 20 
Svenska Filmindustri & Komiska Tea 
tern production and release Stars Nils 
Poppe. Annalisa Ericsson: features Dag 
mar Ebbesen, Sigge Fyrst. Join Rotvid 
Julia Caesar, Gosta Cederlund. Cai! Hag 
man. Jan Molander, Mimi Nelson. Sven 
Bergwall. Directed by Lars-Eric Kiel! 
gren Screenplay by Poppe and Ails 
Ss hytte., based on L Arthur Rose's and 
Douglas Furber’s operetta Me and My 
Gal.” Camera, Martin Bodin: mus Noel 
Gray. Albert Harris, Eric Johnsen. At 
Specgeln, Stockholm. 
4 remake of the 19328 British 


film based on the operetta “Me 
and My Gal,” this picture is sure- 
fire b.o. here and might go over in 
some U. §. situations. Comedy 
about a street photog, who turns 
out to be the son of a noble fam- 
ily, is firstrate burlesque and a 
credit to the thesping talents of 
Nils Poppe. 

Supporting cast also turn in top- 
notch performances. 





ind. 
Rise Amare 
(Bitter Rice) 
(ITALIAN) 
Genoa, Oct. 22. 


Lux Film release of Dino de lLaurentis 
reduction. Stars Vittorio Gassmann. 
Joris Dowling, Silvana Mangano, Rat Val 
lone. features Checco Rissone. Nico Pepe. 
Adriana Sivieri. Directed by Giuseppe de 


Santis. Screenplay. Corrado Alvaro, de 
Santis. Carts Lizzani, Carlo Musso. Ivo 
Perilli, Gianni Puccini; from story by de 
Sentis. Lizzani, Puccini; camera. Otello 
Martelli; music, Goffredo Petrassi. Pre 
awe Oct. 21, *49. Running time, 109 





A good and well-exploitable en- 


try. In an attempt to outdo pre- 


vious “realistic” Italian filuns, di- 
rector Giuseppe de Santis has 
come up with an extremely un- 
even picture, ranging from mo- 


ments of sweeping grandeur and 
beauty, to others bordering on old- 
fashioned corn. Too much of 

Riso Amaro” is just effect for 
etfect’s sake, trving to smack the 
Spectator right between the eyes. 
and it’s overdone. It’s a film 
which will cause no end of con- 
troversy as to artistic worth, etc; 
but there'll be little argument 
about its exploitation value, repre- 
sented principally by the gener- 
ously displayed physical assets of 
newcomer Silvana Mangano. 

Audiences will be treated to 
glimpses of still another new and 
interesting Italian locale: the rice 
fields of the Po valley and the 
women laborers who work them. 
On the other hand, the story it- 
Self is no novelty, dealing with a 
gangster couple who hide among 
the rice workers. She (Doris 
Dowling) goes straight, while he 
(Vittorio Gassman) takes up with 
one of the workers (Silvano Man- 
8ano), who helps him steal the rice 
crop, but ends up By killing him 
out of remorse, before coimmiutting 
suicide. 

Che director successfully. if 
somewhat superficially, renders 
the hard life of the rice fields. 
ably seconded by cameraman 
Otello Martelli. He's less success- 
ful in putting over the melo- 
dramatic story which culminates 


Film Reviews 
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,in a scene of questionable taste 


the shooting in the slaughter- 
house, in which the crook, shot to 


death, falls on a meathook and is 


dragged across the floor 
Performances, with the *xcep- 
tion of Gassman, who overacts his 
gangster role, are good. though 
hampered by over-literary dialog. 
Miss Dowling impresses as the re- 
formed moll, while Miss Mangano 


is more eye-filling then convine- 

ing Large cast backs pic ab! 

Other credits shine in the im 

pressively mounted production 
Ha 


——___. 


La Mano Della Moria 
(“The Dead Woman's Hand") 


(ITALIAN) 
Genoa. Oct. 30 

ICET release of Giorgio Venturini pro 
duction. Siars Mery Martin. Adriano ki 
moldi. Germana Paolieri. Carlo Ninchi 
features Marisa Mari, Renato del (a: 
mine. Saro Urzi. Directed by Carto Cam 
pogalliani. Screenplay, Paola Ojetti. G. Vi 
Bistolfi, Nino Novarese. from novel bi 
Carolina’ Invernizio camera Dellicol! 
editor Luigi Giachino At Moderno 
Genoa. Running time. 90 MINS 





This costumer is only for Italian- 
language situations. Here its pop 
ular novel origin will help pay its 
expenses. Cliche-ridden piot, of a 
gir! revenging her mother’s mui 
der. includes blackmail, murders 
secret chambers, suicides, burned 
messages, and al! the usual clap- 
trap of the genre. 


Actors. unchecked by direction 
overdo their roles rechnicalis 
only fair to good. Hawk. 








“Dearth of Bs 


—- Continued from page 7 


———— 

brought out 16 pix in 
season aimed solely for the flat- 
rental market, its 1949-50 output 
will be limited to eight-to-ten 

In a number of situations. 1! 
said. dualer subsequent-runs have 
already been resorting to booking 
shorts in block to make up for the 
deficiency in cheap second fea- 
tures. One prominent midwest cir- 
cuit operator declared that he will 
swing into that form of operation 
increasingly in an attempt to wean 
his patrons away from double bills 

Situation has grown more diffi- 
cult because of the decline in low- 
budgeters from such outfits as 
Eagle Lion and Film Classics. EL 
has been hamstrung by product 
troubles during the current yea: 
and has turned increasing!, 
British product. Imports are not 
generally acceptable to the nabe 
trade. 

FC has been attempting to hoist 
its rentals along with an improve- 
ment in the quality of its releases 
Because of this, its lineup of like- 
ly celluloid has alse been reduced 
Universal, which in the past was 
good for a steady supply. has been 
concentrating on exploitation pix 
intended to head _ double-bills 
rather than pad that needed exira 
60 minutes. 

While divorcement is figured in 
some quarters as tending to boost 
the number of releases, it will not 
serve as an answer to doublie-bill 
houses Majors are aiming for 
more strictly percentage A's rather 
than the cheapies that fill the tail- 
end of the bill. 


viously 
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Rank’s $3,000,000 
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to a minimum until a picture 
proves itself and then expansion is 
mapped super-slowly. 

On the general run of pix. ad 
budget of $25,000 represents the 
top with a $5,000 appropriation 
more likely than not. Rank’s U.S 
distribs seek extended runs in art 
houses or small first-runs rather 
than push for outright competition 
with big American releases on the 
circuits or “A” houses. 

Previous policy of treating Brit- 
ish pix similarly to American prod- 
uct proved disastrous. “Great Ex- 
pectations,” for instance, grossed 
$800,000 but resulted in less than a 
$100,000 profit for Rank. “Black 
Narcissus,” expensive Technicolor 
film released several years ago by 
U, grossed $600,000 but gave Rank 
no dollars at all 

Both “Hamlet” and “Shoes” have 
now grossed over $1,500,000 with 
expenditures held to the bone 
“Quartet” has brought distrib ren- 
tals of $127,000 to EL from its first- 
run in New York alone Film 
moves from the Sutton this week 
to the Embassy for a continued 
run Film may gross as high as 
$1.000,000 in the U. S. market. 





Haskin to Form Own 
Company in H’wood 
Hollywood, Noy. 15. 

Byron Haskin, currently winding 
up his director job on Walt Dis- 
ney'’s “Treasure Island,” in Eng- 
land, will organize his own produc- 
tion unit when he returns. 

Currently Haskin is negotiating 
with the Abbey Players of Dublin 
for three story properties to be 
produced in Hollywood. 


U.S. Boycott Held 
Key to Brit. Lag 


London, Nov. 15 
the J. Arthur Rank finan 
continuing to throw a 
over all British produ 
tion. Sir Alexander Korda during 
the past week reflected some 
the reasoning on losses of his chiet 





With 
cial report 


shadow 


ol 


competitor in stating that the 
boycott on British films in Amer 
ica, following the 75°) tax, accen 


tuated English production failures 
Nevertheless, Korda stated, he has 
complete faith in the future of the 


British industry, but lasting suc 
cess must come from quality, not 
quantity, production. 

In a 1,000-word statement fol 
lowing the Rank report, Korda 
gave no hint of his own production 
plans He disclosed, howeve 


that his London Films last year ac 
Quited a substantial share so ding 
Laurence Olivier Productions 
He also asked that the British gov 
ernment give the industry help in 
untreezing some of its iced coin 
in France and other territories 
Although Korda’s setup falls 
within the category of exempt pri 
vate companies, the accounts for 
1947 leaked out during the week 
They showed a profit for 1946-47 
of $793,760 Report added, how 
ever. that this sum was used for 
amortizing production. There has 
been no hint of 1947-48 or 1948-49 
results 
in the consolidated account tor 
1946-47, it is stated that “present 
indications are that a substantial 
portion of the expenditures carried 


forward on story rights, produc- 
tion charges and contract person- 
nel. amounting to $4,.462.172 may 
not be recovered.” 
Korda’s Production Plans 
Sir Alexander Korda's associat 


ed units will send at least six films 
into production early in 1950 
Morris Helprin, Korda’'s U. S. rep, 
said in a statement in New York 
following the Rank financial re- 
port last week. Helprin stated 
that Zoltan Korda was prepping 
“Cry the Beloved Country,” from 
the Alan Paton novel, and “The 
Heart of the Matter.” from the 
Graham Greene best-seller. An- 
thony Kimmins is readying “The 
Saint Who Lost Miss Hale.” 

Other producers preparing pix 
under the Korda banner are Carol 
Reed. Michael Powell & Emeric 
Pressburger, Herbert Wilcox. Sid 
nev Gilliat & Frank Launde: 
Gregory Ratoff, Robert Donat and 
the Boulting brothers. 


No. Central ‘Warns’ 
Vs. ‘Jolson’ 607, 


Minneapolis, Nov. 15 

North Central Allied “warns” 
the territory's independent exhibi- 
tors in its current bulletin that 
“if other distributors discover that 
Columbia can get away with its 
60°, demand for ‘Jolson Sings 
Again.’ you will be faced with a 
rash of 60° > pictures.” 

The bulletin urges exhibitors 
“for your own welfare and protec- 
tion” not to agree to “this new 
Columbia experiment” and states 
“otherwise, if this new policy 
should become common in the in- 
dustry. you will have only your- 
se'ves to blame.” 

North Central Allied also calls 
upon the territory's independent 
exhibitors to refuse to go along 
with what it calls a new distributor 
“gimmick —substituting for com- 
pulsory percentage in the smaller 
grossing situations a demand for a 
guarantee plus a 50-50 split over 
3‘ times the amount of the guar- 
antee 








Henreid to Eurone 


Hollywood, Nov. 15 
Actor Paul Henreid planed to 
N.Y. with his wife and two chil- 
dren, enroute to Paris. They sail 


Saturday 

He stars there in “The Charmed 
Circle,” Andre Sarrut production 
for Sagitta Fims. 
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Too, Too British 


J Arthur Rank’s difficulties 
with his 1948 crop of 40 pix, 


detailed in the British film- 
maker's financial report last 
week. were not made any 
easier by their reception in 
America At least 15 of these 
films it has been learned 


turned down by Unive! 
Eagle Lion, Rank’'s 
distribs, under then 
which give them the 


vere 
ind 
two | > 


sal 


contracts 


right to aecept or reject films 
for American releast Hence 
the 15 never saw the projec 
tion light in the U.S 


Rejected films, an exec here 
said were either generally 
bad features or too localized 
in their plots or speech In 
some. cockney accent was so 
thick that it wouldn't pay to 
attempt a re-dubbing 


DeMille Personally 
Plays Cozy on Par’s 
Upped B.0. for ‘Samson’ 





Cecil B. DeMille, currently in 
New York io beat the Uriiiiis Toi 
Samson and Delilah,” was cau 
tious this week on the pros-and- 
cons of upped admissions. Al 
though his pic is one on which his 
home company thinks the publi 


would go for a tilted scale, queries 


won the subject elicited from De 
Mille the parrying reply: “I'm as 
innocent as a little boy when it 


comes to exhibition.” 

Before that, DeMille hinted that 
his inclination ran counte! to 
boosted prices when he said that 
he was “interested in the number 
of people that see the picture ra 
ther than the price they pay.” I 
vould certainly prefer 80,000,000 


at regular scales than 
meant that—al a 


people going 
20.000,000-—-1f ul 


higher one,” he then remarked 

As for any rising prices. ‘lt 
hasn't deterred people from eating 
bacon" DeMille opined And the 
price of bacon is going up How 
ever, the principal thing is to get 

many people to see it as po 
sible That's what I'm really in 
terested in 

Producer was considerably more 
forthright on studio economies. He 
recognizes waste-cutting as a ne- 


cessity and cited the savings in the 
negative cost of “Samson” agzinst 
“Unconquered.” his last opus, to 
point up the recognition While 
“Unconquered” cracked most budg- 
ets at $4,200,000. “Samson” was 
made for $1.000,000 hess, DeMille 
said. “! don't believe 200 feet of 
‘Samson and Delilah’ landed on 
the cutting floor.” he added 
“That's how close it was watched.’ 


“Duplication of material, labor 
and time must be avoided.”’ Para 
mounter then said “Discharging 
three secretaries is not the econ- 
omy needed in the picture busi- 
ness or any other business. Econ- 


omies must be intelligently applied 
and the basic economy is in the 
method of shooting and writing.’ 
“There is a sanity coming back 
to the industry so far as work is 
concerned.” DeMille stated. “Peo- 
ple in Hollywood are now bending 
their backs to a common cause.” 


DeMille has no production plans 


past his next project, the circus 
pic built around Ringling Bros.- 
Barnum & Bailey. He will make 


the rouncés with the big top next 
summer and start his actual shoot- 
ing at that time. He expects it to 
cost in the neighborhood of $3.- 
000 000 

Producer will be in Gotham for 
the next three weeks before re- 
turning to the Coast. 


Daylight Saving 

Wins in California 
Hollywood, Nov. 15 

California voters added a new 


threat to the motion picture box 
oftice with the adoption of a day- 


light saving law, which goes into 
effect in April, covering five 
months 

Fight over the proposition split 
the exhibitors for the first time 
Drive-in theatres fought bitter!) 
against it but Fox West Coast, 
without open air houses, fought 
harder for it ‘ 


| piece of J 


Key to Any Skouras Buy-In on Rank’s 
Odeon (Canada) Lies in More 20th Pix 


London, Nov. 15 

Chances of Charles P. Skouras, 
National Theatres head, win- 
ning a deal for 20th-Fox to buy a 
Arthur Rank’s 117-the- 
atre Odeon circuit of Canada are 
reported substantially bettered by 
the drastic cut in production an- 
nounced last week by Rank. Key 
the present talks of Skouras 
Rank. it is reported, is not the 
cash which 20th ready to 
slice of Odeon, but 
American distrib can 
delivery of its en- 
Odeon on an e€x- 


to 
and 
hard is 
for a 
whether the 
guarantee the 
tire product 
clusive 


pay 


to 
basis 

of its limited supply of 
American product, Odeon has had 
hard going in its rivalry with Fa- 
mous Plavyers-Canadian, Para- 
mount subsid in the Dominion. 
Odeon has had to depend for 
American films mainly on Univer- 
sal pix. a scattering of product 
from Columbia and United Artists 
and whatever Eagle Lion can turn 
up Recently, it managed to get 
a couple of RKO films However, 
of its product has been 


Because 


backbone 
British 
Canadian chain now 
ous dip in its supply 
With Rank only making 
f-10 films in the next six months, 
the product situation for Odeon 
becomes even tougher FP-C 
the American distribs tied 
longterm franchises. 


20th Tied to FP-C 
It is problematical whether 


can deliver the celluloid 
has a deal with 


faces a seri- 
of British 
films 


has 
most ol 


up on 


20th 
Company 
FP-C which is said 


to run until the end of 1950. Re 
ported! it is prepared to swing 
to Odeon at that time if it can 
buy a minority interest in the 
ftank-operated = chain It is felt 
that Rank will be much more in 
clined to go for that sort of deal 
now that his own output of pix has 
become so uncertain 

Skouras is in England, osten 


sibly on a pheasant-hunting expe 
dition with Rank But there is no 
doubt that his primary purpose is 
to talk Odeon. NT topper is pick 
ing up where his brother, Spyros, 
20th's pre left off in discussions 
some months back At that time, 
it isssaid, Rank was not interested 
in a sale unless with that transac- 
lion went a longterm franchise 
trom 20th to Odeon which would 
solve its product problems 


Indicating how unsatisfactory is 
its supply of American films, 
while Odeon gets a considerable 
number of Columbia releases. FP- 
( was handed “Jolson Sings 
Again.” Col's current top offering. 








/ TOA-‘Jelson’ 


Continued from page 6 ——— 





of complaints pouring into national 
TOA headquarters some inquiry 
ryrevet made. TOA membership 
will be requested, it was an- 
nounced, “to submit all experience 
tending to support the existence of 
this marketing policy.” 

At his Monday huddle with 
TOAers, Montague declared: “We 
have never demanded nor have we 
ever authorized any employee of 
Columbia to remotely suggest that 
exhibitors advance their prices and 
| vigorously deny any reports to 
the contrary and invite any appro- 
priate evidence available concern- 
ing such representations.” Mon- 
tague insisted that the terms asked 
had no relationship to the admis- 
sion price 

In response, Herman M._ Levy 
TOA general counsel, advised TOA 
that “the exaction of terms in any 
given situation which fix minimum 
admissions is a violation of the de- 


he 


cree. Levy was apparently re 
ferring to reports that some of 
Cols contracts charge rentals on 
the basis of a certain amount per 
ticket going to the distrib 

TOA's declaration swiped at 
tilted prices because of their al! 
leged bad public relations effect 


The additional cost imposed on the 
public. group said, was creating 
reseniment among patrons 


Taurog’s Hotter ‘Kiss’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 15 
Norman Taurog was assigned by 
Metro to direct “Kiss of Fire,” co- 
starring Kathryn Grayson and 
Mario Lanza 
Same three worked together ia 
That Midnight Kiss.” 
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‘Chicago’ Bangup $12,000, 
Best; ‘Force’ 156, 
Boundaries’ Oke $11,000 


Minneapolis, Nov. 15. 

An unusually long list of hold- 
overs leaves room 
major newcomers currently. Lead- 
ing the list in actual coin is “Task 
Force,” at Radio City but “Chi- 
cago Deadline” is comparatively 
stronger at State. “Lost Bound- 
aries” is fairly good at Orpheum 
Third week for “Wore Yellow 
Ribbon” is still nice at RKO-Pan 
Bad weather over weekend was a 
boxoffice deterrent. 

Estimates for This Week 


Lyceum (Nederlander) (1.900; 
90) “Quartet” (EL) (2d wk) 
Gaining momentum via crix and 
columnists’ raves and favorable 
word-of-month. Solid $6,000 de- 
spite only matinees Saturday and 
Sunday. Last week, $6,500. 

Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70)— 
“Task Force” (WB). Good $15,000. 
Last week, “Beautiful Doll” (20th), 
$14,000. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 50- 
70'\—“‘Lost Boundaries” (FC). Unan- 
imous approval for this one, but 








lack of cast names apparently is 
hurting some. Good $11,000. Last 
week. “Under Capricon” (WB 


(2d wk), $9,500. 

“RKO-Pan (KKU) (1,600; 50-7uU'— 
“Wore Yellow Ribbon” (RKO) (3d 
wk’. Has caught on nicely and 
continues in money at $7,500. Last 
week. hefty $8,000. 

State (Par) (2,300: 50-70)\—‘Chi- 
cago Deadline” (Par). Nice $12,000 


or near. Last week, “Everybodys 
Does It” (20th), $11,000. 

World (Mann) (400; 50-70) — 
“Under Capricorn” (WB) (m.o 


Mild $2.000. Last week, “Male War 
Bride” (20th) (4th wk), good $3,000. 


Forsyte’ Smart $18,000, 
St. Loo; ‘Ribbon’ 106, 2d 


St. Louis, Nov. 15 

Trade is slowly recovering here 
from sloughing taken last week 
from continued rain but there are 
few outstanding grossers. There 
is a dearth of people in downtown 
area despite cooler weather. 
“Forsyte Woman” is taking the 
heavy coin with sturdy session at 
Loew's “That’s My Baby” and 
vaude is also nice. “Wore Yellow 
Ribbon” is fancy in second St. 
Louis week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3.000; 50-75) 
—'Bevond Forest” (WB) and “Ali- 
mony” (EL). Mild $8,500. Last 
week. “Father Fullback” (20th) and 
“Grant Takes Richmond” (Coli, 
$10,000. 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75'\— 
“That's My Baby” (20th) and vaude. 
Nice $18,000. Last week, “Fasy 
Living” (RKO) and vaude, $15.000. 

Loew's (Loew) (3,172: 50-75'— 
“Forsyte Woman”. (M-G) = and 
“Rusty's Birthday” (Col). Stout 
$!8.000. Last week, “Border Inci- 
dent" (M-G) and stageshow, $15.- 
000 

Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 50-75)'— 
“Chicago Deadline” (Par) and “An- 
gels Disguise” (Mono). Fine $13.- 
000. Last week, “Seabiscuit” (WB: 
and “Lovable Cheat” (FC), $6,000 

-St. Lowis (F&M) (4,000; 50-75) 
“Yellow Ribbon” (RKO) and “Fol- 
low Me Quietly” (RKO) (2d wk. 
Fancy $10,000 following fine $14.- 
000 first stanza. 








SEATTLE 


‘Continued from page 18) 
Hunters” (Mono) (24 wk). Slight 
$4.000 in 4 days. Last week, mild 
$7.300. 

Liberty (Theatres, Inc.) (1.600: 
59-Si'\—*Jolson Sings Again” ‘Col 
(3d wk’. Great $13.000 or over 
after hitting roof with $16,200 last 
week. 

Music Box (H-E) (800; 90-$1.25) 
—*Hamlet” (U) (2d wk). Good $4.- 
500. Last week, swell $6,900. 

, Musie Hali (H-E) (2.200: 59-84)— 
‘Pinky” (20th) and “Spring Park- 


lane” (EL) (3d wk). Big $7,500 
Last week, $9.700. 

wJrPheum (H-E) (2,600: 59-84)-— 
‘Tokyo Joe” (Col) and “Black 


Shadows” (EL) (2d wk). Good at 
500. Last week, immense $13.- 


Palomar (Sterling) (1.350: 40-69) 
~—"Seft Touch” (Col) and “Strange 
Bargain” (RKO) plus stage. Fair 
$5.000. Last week, “Fighting Ken- 
tuckian” (Rep) and “Amazon 
Quest” (FC) plus vaude. at $4.400. 
‘ Paramount (H-E) (3,039: 59-84)—— 
__Everybody Does It” (20th) and 
Song Surrender” (Par). Okav $9.- 
000. Last week. “Yellow Ribbon” 
(RKO) and “Threat” (RKO) (2d 
wk-5 days’, nice $6,600. 


icture Gro 





or only three. 







sses 
LOS ANGELES 


(Continued from page 18) 
861, 828; 1,532; 1,145; 60-$1) — 
“Body and Soul” (UA) and 
“Strange Woman” (UA) (reissues). 
Scant $9,000. Last week, “True 





MONTREAL 


(Continued from page 19) 


“Chicago Deadline” (Par). Sock 
$22,000. Last week, “Roseanna 
McCoy” (RKO), $14,000. | 

Palace (C. T.) (2,625; 34-60)— | 
“Secret Garden” (M-G). Thin $8-— 
000. Last week, “Spring in Park- | 
lane” (EL), $11,000. 

Princess (C. T.) (2,131; 34-60)— 
“Thieves’ Highway” (20th) (2d wk). 
Staying high at $10,000, soulowing | 


Glory” (Indie) and “Burma Vic- | lusty opening with $12,000. 


tory” (Indie) (reissues), $13,500. 

Orpheum (D'town) (2,210; 50-95) 
—*Prison Warden” (Col) (2d run) 
with vaude headed by Clark Den- 
nis. Good $20,000. Last week. 
“Rusty's Birthday” (Col) (2d run), 
with vaude headed by Liberace, 
Wally Brown, $19,000. 

Carthay Circle (FWC) (1.518: 85- 
$1.50'—“‘Heiress” (Par) (4th wk?) 
Near $8.000 Last week nice 
$10,100 

Fine 
$2.40 
wk Up 
nears end 


Arts 
Red 
to 


FWC (679 
Shoes” (EL) 
solid $6,000 as 
Last week, $3,800. 

Four Star (UA-FWC) (900: 60- 
85) “Intruder in Dust” (M-G). 
Mild $5,000. Last week, “Hamlet” 
(U) (4th wk-6 days), neat $3,700 at 
upped séale 

Laurel ‘Rosner) (890; 90-$1.20 
—‘*Hamlet” (U) (m.o.). Fair $2,500. 
Last week, “Symphonie Pastorale” 


$1.20- 
(45th 
run 


‘Indie! and “Children Paradise” 
(Indie! (reissues), $1,900. 

Loew’s State (FWC) (2,404: 60- 
$1) — “Pinky” (20th) (4th wk-5 
days Holds over 5 days before 


house goes dark prior to takeover 
by United Artists Theatres from 
Loew's. Okay $7,000. 


‘Denndasies’ Solid 176, 
Denver; ‘Ribbon’ 14G, 2d 


Denver, Nov. 15. 

“Wore Yellow Ribbon” becomes 
second pic to stay at Orpheum for 
three weeks in 10 years. Will do 
rousing biz in current (2d) round 
after sock opener. “Red, Hot, 
Blue” is big at Denham “Lost 
Boundaries” looks fine two 
spots. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74'— 
“Black Magic” (UA) and “Dauygh- 
ter of Jungle” (Rep), day-date 
with Tabor Good $3,500 Last 
week, “Jolson Sings Again” (Col) 
smash $8,000. 

Broadway (Wolfberg) (1.500; 35- 





in 


74'\—"‘Border Incident” (M-G) and 
“Jigsaw” (US). Fine $7,000. Holds 
Last week, “Red Danube” (M-G) 


and “High Fury” (UA), $6,000. 
Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70) 
—‘‘Red, Hot, Blue” (Par). Big $14.- 


000, and holding. Last week. 
“Song Surrender” (Par), dim 
$7.500 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 50-$1)— 


“Jolson Sings Again” (Col) (2d wk, 
day-date with Webber. Down to 
$9.000. Last week, smash $22,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742: 35-74 
“Lost Boundaries” (FC) and “Stal- 
lion Canyon” (Indie), day-date 
with Paramount. Rialto. Fine 
$3.000. Last week, “Jolson Sings 
Again” (Col, big $5,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 
“Wore Yellow Ribbon” (RKO) and 
“Follow Me Quietly” (RKO), (2 
wk). Rousing $14,000 and holds 
again. Last week, socko $19,500. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 
“Lost Boundaries” (FC) and “Stal- 
lion Canyon’ (Indie), day-date 
with Esquire, Rialto. Nice $10,000 
Last week, “Black Book” (EL) and 
“Sleeping Car Trieste” (EL), good 
$9.000 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 35-74)—"Lost 
Boundaries” (FC) and “Stallion 
Canyon” (indie), also Esquire, 
Paramount. Trim $4,000. Last 
week, movyeovers. 

Tabor (Fox) (1.967; 35-74) — 
‘Black Magic” (UA) and “Daugh- 
ter Jungle’ (Rep), also Aladdin 
Good $4.500. Last week, on move- 
ovel 


Webber ‘Fox: (750; 50-$1)—'‘Jol- 
son Sings Again” (Col), (2d wk), 
day-date with Denver Off to 


$1.200 Last week, big $5,000. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


(@ontinued from page 19) 
$8.500. Last week, “Sword in Des- 
ert” (U) and “Rusty's Birthday 





' «Col, $10,000. 


United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207: 
55-85)—"‘Jolson Sings Again” (Col) 
(3d wk’. Secko $15,000. Last week, 
$27,000 

Stagedoor ‘Ackerman - Rosener) 
(370: $1.20-$2)—"“Red Shoes” (‘EL.) 
25th wk’. Fast $5,300. Last week, 


$5,800. 

Clay (400: 65-85) 
“Quartet” (EL) (7th wk). $3,000 
Last week, about same. 

Larkin ‘Roesner) (400; 95-$1.20) 
—*Hamlet” (U). Back at pop prices 
after 28 weeks at Stagedoor year 
ago. Fine $4,500. Last week, 
“Quartet” (EL) (7th wk), fine 


$2,500. 


(Roesner) 


}to represent the companies. 


Imperial (C. T.) (1,839; 26-45)— | 


“Lost Boundaries” (FC) and “Green ' 


Promise” (RKO). Great $11,000. | 
Last week, “Illegal Entry” (U) and 
“Judge Steps Out’ (RKO), $11,000 

Orpheum (C. T.) (1,040; 34-60)— 
“Tarzan Triumphs” (RKO) and'! 
“Tarzan's Desert Mystery” (RKO) 
Fast $7,500. Last week, “Gal Sal’ 
(20th) and “Man About House’ 
(20th) (reissues), $4,000 


GALA PIX PREEMS ON 
3 DIFFERENT FRONTS 


Far-flung gala preems of 
major Hollywood pix and a British 
film were staged during the past 
week in the U. S. and Europe, 
another follow 
(Thurs.) in Canada. Most spectarc- 
opening accorded to 
Metro's “Battleground,” which had 
a double preem in New York at the 
Astor Thursday (19) and in Wash- 
ington at the Capitol the previous 
night Attended by top brass of 
the Army and high Government of- 
ficials, the ceremonies at the Capi- 
tol were marked by the presenta- 
tion of the Army's Certificate of 
Merit to Dore Schary, the pic’s 
producer. 

“Prince of Foxes,” 20th-Fox pro- 
duction, made its bow in Rome 
over last weekend at the Capranica 
Cinema, with an audience com- 
prising members of the interna- 
tional diplomatic corps and Italian 
authorities. “The Fallen Idol,” 
David O. Selznick’'s release of a 


two 


with to tomorrow 


ular was 


| Carol Reed production, opened at 


the Sutton, N. Y., Monday night 
(15) with top British officials in at- 
tendance. The preem was staged 
for the benefit of the Prescott 
Neighborhood House. 


Danny Kaye's new Warner Bros. 


film. “The Inspector General,” 
will be preemed at the Imperial 
theatre, Toronto, tomorrow night 
(‘Thurs Kaye will appear in per- 


son in a Variety Club benefit for 
the Occupational Training School 
for Crippled Children. Kaye planed 
to Toronto from Chicago yesterday 
to start a three-day round of civic 
ceremonies in Toronto. 


Socialite Film Prods. 
Back With European Pic 


Robert Goelet. Jr.. and starlet 
Lynn Merrick. who were recently 
married in Paris, return to New 
York Nov. 26 on the Queen Eliza- 
beth. Also coming in at that time 
is John Shepridge, with whom 
socialite Goelet and Gillette razor 
heir David Pelham were associated 
in the production of “Rapture” in 
Italy. 

Shepridge is expected to partici- 
pate in negotiations on a distribu- 
tion deal for the pic, which arrived 
in this country early this year. It 
has been recut to get it a Produc- 
tion Code Administration — seal. 
Shepridge is also coming to defend 
a legal action brought against him 
and Mrs. Germaine Gossler, his 
former partner in an export biz, by 
a Venezuelan oil concern. 














| Johnston, Wilson 


———— Continued from page 3 oe 








ington the following day on a trip 
dealing primarily with interna- 
tional food and agricultural mat- 
ters. He will remain in Washing- 
ton until Nov. 24, and will fly back 
to London from New York Dec. 1 

In response to questions, 
Johnston said: 


He favors broadening the base 
of the Anglo-American Film Coun- 
cil to take in representatives of 
more interests on each side. 
Johnston suggested that Ellis Ar- 
nal!. SIMPP prexy, should be a 
member 

While the Motion Picture Export 
Assn. is being discarded in coun 
tries where the individual Ameri- 
can distributors are able to handle 
their own problems, Johnston saw 
no prospect of the U. S. industry 
operating in the Iron Curtain na- 
tions without such an association 


Schary for an Even Prod. Keel; 


25% Cut From Average Budgets 


7% 





_ and 
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Schary’s 100% Rap 

Dore Schary said this week 
that from here on in he'd take 
all the credit—and ai! the 
blame—for Metro product. He 
joined the company as produc- 
tion chief 16 months ago 

Up until now almost all of 
the studio's output has been of 
pictures that had been planned 
his 


or actually started before 
arrival He merely carried 
through on their completion. 


That product is now all off the 
sheli Schary said that 
forthcoming pix will complete- 
ly reflect his hold on the pro- 
duction Teins 


SO 


No Pre-Production 
Rehearsals, Mobile 
Cameras for Rossen 


The technique of pre-shooting 
rehearsals, which has been gaining 
ground in Hollywood as an econ- 
omy operation, has been and will 
continue to be eschewed by Robert 
Rossen, indie producer, who did 
triple production-direction-script- 
ing chores on “All the King’s 
Men.” Rehearsals cramp his un 
folding of the drama as cinematic 
art, Rossen said before leaving 
Coastwards last week to complete 
production on “No Sad Songs” for 
Columbia. 


It’s a matter of style, Rossen 
theorized, saying that other Hol- 
lywood producers have successiui- 
ly used rehearsals before the cam- 
eras started to roll. One of the 
leading exponents of this practice, 
Stanley Kramer, Screen Plays 
prexy, has clicked on several films 
whose costs were cut down via 
rehearsals As both writer and 
director of many of his films, how- 
ever, Rossen finds that his screen- 
plays take final shape as the shoot 
ing progresses and rehearsals tend 
to prematurely freeze details 
which might have to be revised 








Rossen is also an advocate of 
the fixed camera as against mobile 
lensing. Camera movement, Rossen 
declared, is unnatural for the hu- 
man eye and upsets the dramatic 
focus. Hle pointed out, however, 
that Lewis Milestone, from whom 
he learned much of his craft while 
collaborating on past productions, 


‘used the mobile camera with good 


results. Both Rossen and Milestone 
accent the importance of cutting 
in achieving the final product. On 
“All the King’s Men” Rossen spent 
seven months in editing, a longer 
time than the actual shooting. 


Production costs on “King’s 
Men" went way over the original 
budget of over $1,000,000 Rossen 
said, because of bad weather 
breaks on location. Shooting. at 
one stage, was delayed two weeks 
by continuous rain. Although no 
topflight marquee names were 


used in the pic, coin was eaten up 
by the production delay and the 
masses of extras needed in several 
sequences 

Following “No Sad Songs.” Ros- 
sen will prepare his production of 
“The Brave Bulls’ from the novel 
by Tom Lea. Pic will be shot in 
Mexico under Rossen's direction, 
with a script by John Bright. Two 
additional pix to complete his 
package of three for Columbia re- 
lease under his new deal will in- 
clude “The Outer Edge.” from the 
Charles Jackson novel, and “The 
Octopus.” by Frank Norris. These 
pix will be produced with coin 
from Columbia and several banks 


K , . . 
odak’s Big Divvy 

Fastman Kodak has declared a 
stock dividend of one for each 20 
now held, payable Jan. 21 to stock- 
holders of record Dec. 23. Quar- 
terly divvy of 50c¢ per share on 
common and the regular 1's, 
dividend on preferred were aiso 
okaved 

Wage dividend estimated at $15.- 
500.000 to 48,000 employees of the 
company was voted. Rate of pay- 
ment is the highest in the history 
of the company 


SPITZ TON Y 


Hollywood, Nov. 15 
Leo Spitz trained to N. Y Mon 
day (14: for two weeks of hud 


dles with Nate Blumberg and other 
ho. execs on current production 
upcoming campaigns. 


In a further effort to cut costs, 
Dore Schary disclosed this week, 
Metro is working on a.plan to keep 
its studio operating on an even 
production level throughout the 
year. This is im contrast to the 
spurts that generally have result- 
ed in all Hollywood lots jamming 
sound stages one week only to 
have them empty the next 

Metro production topper esti- 
mated that about 25° has been 
sliced from the average budget at 
the studio in the past couple vears. 
How much beyond that he can go, 





he said, he'll know in the next 
three months, when the new plan 
for stabilized production activity 


has been fully worked out 

“The increased care we are tak 
ing in planning each production 
before it actually goes before the 
cameras is largely responsible for 
|) the savings already made,” Schary 
said. “By carrying this planning 
several steps farther, we hope we 
can level out the hills and valleys 
of production to accomplish still 
further economies without in any 
way affecting the quality of our 
pictures In fact, if anything, it 
should improve them.” 

Citing efforts at cutting costs, 
Schary disclosed that the studio 
will shortly put into work two 
filme budgeted at $500 000 each 
lowest on the Metro lot in vears. 
Large part of the saving will be 
in overhead because Metro charges 
off latter cost on the basis of the 
number of shooting days. “Stand- 
off,” the first of the low-budgeters 
to go into production, will be 
made in only 18 days—a Metro 
record in recent years. Second of 
the pair will be a personal produc- 
tion by Schary, “The Next Voice 
You Will Hear.” 

Comparative Costs 

Refuting the generally-held no- 
tion that Metro’s overhead is one 
of the highest on the Coast, Schary 
pointed out that “Battleground” 
cost only $1,600,000, while it was 
budgeted at $2,200,000 when he 
was planning to make it at RKO. 
Part of the saving, he explained, 
was in the fact that Metro had 
many of the sets right at hand. 
while at RKO they would have had 
to be built or rented. 

An innovation instituted by the 
company during the past couple 
weeks, Schary said, was the as- 
signment of complete control over 
titles to the studio. Homeofitice 
and sales department wil! no 
longer have any power concerning 
pic tags. 

It is understood that the back- 
ground to this was Schary’s ob- 
jection to the h.o.'s switch of “The 
Forsyte Saga” to “That Forsyte 
Woman.” Production topper re- 
portedly felt that it was unneces- 
sary, dishonest to those who knew 
the John Galsworthy classic on 
which the pic was based and com- 
| mercially bad. He's understood 
to have battled his point with prez 
_ Nicholas M. Schenck and won out. 

Schary, who came east last week 
for the preem of “Battleground” 
in New York and Washington, 
trains for the Coast Friday (18 








Paul Streger 


Continued from page 3 = 





ties, studios were able to lay off 
for a while under the lash of econ- 
omy, since most of them had well- 
stocked shelves on which 
were able to draw. The reservoir 
now, however, has begun to dry. 
In addition, practically every com- 
pany is planning more films dur- 
ing the next year or two than have 
been made since the wat 


they 


Thus, as 

a result of the two factors. the 

pressure is on to find worthy ma- 
terial for filming. 

The increase in production ae- 

tivity is likewise building up the 

demand for new players. There's 


no expectation that the stud‘os are 
ready to go back into the long 
contract lists that they used to 
maintain, but they are increasingly 
in the market for people for spe- 
cific roles. As a result, eastern siu- 
dio departments will have be 
ready with desirable personalities. 
Streger started at Col last week 
following his return from the 
Coast, where he made a dea! with 
prexy Harry Cohn. He was with 
the Leland Hayward agency in 
N. Y. for 13 vears. Two years ago 
he co-produced “Parior Story,” 
which had a short life on Broad 
, way. 


to 
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New Low-Cost Theatre TV System 
| Operates on Standard Arc Lamp 


New theatre television projec- 
tion unit, said to cost only a frac- 
tion of the $25,000 now levied on 
such equipment by RCA, Para- 
mount and other manufacturers, 
came a step nearer reality Monday 
(14) with the first public issue of 
a new stock by Skiatron*’ Corp 
N. Y. Outfit, headed up by Arthu: 
M. Levey as prez, is successor to 
Scophony Corp. of America, which 
recently gained contro! of the Ski 


atron and Supersonic TV patents 
in a consent decree after an anti 
trust battle with Paramount and 


General Precision Equipment Corp 

Proposed new theatre TV system 
which was operated successfully on 
an experimental basis in both New 
York ard London prior to the war 
differs completely from the projec- 
tion sysiems now being manufac- 
tured. Chief difference is that the 
Skiatron Theatre-Vision requires 
no cathode-ray tube, instead gen- 
evating the necessary light via a 
high-intensity are lamp. Latter is 
standard equipment in regular film 
projectors and, when adapted to 
the Skiatron technique, will pro 
vide for rear-screen projection 
Present systems use either a pro- 
jector mounted in the front of the 
theatre or else the regular film 
projector after the video pictures 
ave recorded on film off the face 
of a standard cathode-ray tube 


While Levey claims he could sell 
the equipment for far less than is 
being charged for other models, he 
will try instead to lease it to thea- 
tres. Under his plan, the exhibitor 
will have no initial cash outlay but 
instead will pay a percentage of 
boxoffice gross te the company on 
each telecast carried. Levey hopes 
to sign up 100 theatres on such a 
plan as soon as he can turn out 
the necessary equipment, linking 
them into a theatre TV network 
which can combine to buy exclu- 
sive rights to top sports events. He 
hopes eacQ theatre will be able to 


Skiatron method is also appli- 
cable to home receivers, with Levey 
claiming the system ¢an provide 
far more brilliant pictures than any 
now on the market. As a result, 
he will go after the home receiver 
market once the theatre TV plan 
is under way. Company also now 
controls a number of other patents 
which it is plugging to subscribe 
its stock issue. These include the 
only presently-patented subtractive 
methods for color video, which it 
is claimed can be adapted either 
to the RCA or CBS additive color 
Subscriber - Vision,” a 
service to paying sub- 
scribers which requires no phone 
connection, suchesas that used by 
Zenith Radio’s proposed Phone- 
vision. and a two-way telephone- 
TV. in which both speakers in a 
phone conversation will be able to 
see, as well as hear, each other 

Company. is offering 275,000 
shares of 10c par value stock at 
$1 per share. According to Levey, 
more than $100,000 was subscribed 
the first day, Monday Company 
plans to utilize the full cash pro- 
ceeds to get its various patents 
working and for necessary plant 
and personnel expansion. Skiatron 
is employing no underwriting firm 
for ihe sale and is cffering no 
commissions, in order to retain as 
much as possible of the original 
capitalization for company  pur- 
poses. 
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Monogram Into Black 
With $101,400 Net 


Hollywood, Nov. 15 
Out of the red and into the black 
was the theme song of the Mono- 
gram stockholders’ meeting, at 
which it was announced that the 
company profited $101,400 during 
the 13-week period ending Oct. 1. 


| 


West Va. Exhibitors, 


Reade Theatres Ask 
FCC for TV Allocation 


Washington, Nov. 15. 
Two theatre groups, representing 
a total of 61 houses, called upon 


the FCC last week, to make fre- | 


'quencies available for theatre tele- 


’ Charles-Walcott 


vision. Commission was asked to 
hold public hearings to determine 
which channels should be assigned, 
standards to be adopted, and the 
manner in which the service should 
be conducted. 

In petitions filed by their coun- 
sel, Cohn & Marks, the Motion Pic- 
ture Theatre Owners of West Vir- 
ginia and Waiter Reade Theatres, 
Inc., which owns 44 houses in New 
Jersey and upstate New York, told 


the FCC they were convinced the 
service “will be both technically 
and economically feasible and 


clearly in the public interest.” 
Both groups are members of the 

Theatre Owners of America, which 

has petitioned FCC to institute pro- 


ceedings, but filed separate peti- 
tions “‘to stress” their own “spe- 
cific needs.” The West Virginia 


group, which represents 17 indies, 
said it has been particularly inter- 
ested in reports of recent theatre 
video showings by the Fabian 
Brocklyn Fox theatre, the Para- 
mount theatre, New York, and the 
Chicago theatre, Chicago. The- 
atre tele, it asserted, would enable 
ii to materiaily broaden its service 
to the community both from an en- 
tertainment and educational stand- 
point. 


The Reade chain emphasized the 
experimental telecasts in theatres 
of the World Series games and the 
prize fight as in 
dication of the practicality of the- 
atre video. It pointed out also that 
no TV station allocations are pro- 
posed by FCC in 11 N. J. and N. Y. 
communities it serves and that the- 
atre tele may provide the only way 
by which many of its patrons may 
have television. 


———— 
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standard bank interest rates. Tel- 
invest’s principals are Eliot Hy- 
man and Harry Levine, the latter 
‘a manufacturer but active in the 
unit's affairs. 

‘Second Money’ 

“Second money’’—the coin which 
is in the runner-up position at the 
payoff window—was advanced to 
the extent of $71,500 by World 
Wide Development Corp. World 
Wide was also responsible for get- 


ting Telinvest in the deal. For its 
coin and services it gets 50% of 
the profits received by de Roche- 
mont after Telinvest’s 30% share 
comes out. 

That would leave the producer 
50% of 70°. or 35%. However, 
there are several other minor in- 


tests represented, so de Rochemont 
is actually left with 29%4%, 

World Wide Development is the 
outfit founded by Universal exec 
Matty Fex, General Royall Lord, 
who was Fox's bosg in the Army, 
and Herman Starr. It has exploited 
bubble gum, a _ three-dimensional 
portrait method and some other 
inventions. Fox is no longer asso- 
ciated with it, having withdrawn 
before the de Rochemont deal was 
made. 

(Starr is not the Warner Bros.’ 
Herman Starr, who heads WB's 
music publishing activities as pres- 
ident of the Music Publishers 
Holding Corp.) 

World Wide got into the picture 
through Bernard Réis, who was ac 
countant for both de Rochemont 
and Fox. Acquainted by Reis with 
de Rochemont’s plans for “Boun- 
daries,”’ Lord and Starr told the 
producer his troubles were over 
and that they'd take care of all 
the financing. 

Joe Bernhard Gets In 

They got Joseph Bernhard, prez 
of Film Classics, which is distrib- 
uting the film, interested in it and 
he brought in Telinvest. Bernhard 
agreed to defer his entire distribu- 
tion fee until the negative cost 
was paid off. ‘That has already 

















present at least one theatre TV Corresponding period last year Farley Granger has been givén been accomplished — although all 
— each week, taking a year's showed a loss of $191,300. Entire new five-year contract by Samuel that de Rochemoni has received so 
easing contract on the equipment. board of directors was reelected. Goldwyn. far is $7,000 toward the story cost. 
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ANOTHER FINE PRODUCT 
OF LEVER BROTHERS COMPANY 


9 out of 10 Screen Stars use it Lar Gi ae Lovelier/ 





Bd 


v4 Lon McCallister in “The Story of Seabiscuit” fi 
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she plays opposite 


putt adnable 


This beauty care screen stars 
use really makes skin lovelier! 
In recent tests of Lux Toilet 
Soap by skin specialists, 

3 out of 4 complexions 
improved in a short time. 

“Smooth the rich, fragrant 
lather well in. Rinse, then pat 
with a soft towel to dry. These 
facials give skin quick new 
beauty!”’ says adorable 
Shirley Temple. 

You'll be delighted with the 
generous new bath size Lux 
Toilet Soap, too---so fragrant, 
so luxurious! 


Lune Gal 










de Rochemont Saga 


Continued from page 3 
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De Rochemont’s troubles st 
jearly. He had already gone re 
| Spending considerable of his ows 

coin for story and pre-production 
| work on the basis of a budget ef 
| $485,000 when Starr and Lord jp- 
formed him they couldn't 
money for him unless he cut the 
| budget to $424,000. 

Producer protested that that war 
impossible. However, since it 
threatened to upset the deal. de 
Rochemont finally gave in. “He was 
under added pressure since twe 
other pix on the same Negro 
anti-discrimination theme. Stanley 
Kramer's “Home of the Brave” and 
20th-Fox’s “Pinky,” 
well on their way and Bernhard 
was threatening to pull out if de 
Rochemont didn't hurry 


were already 


Forcing a Hand 
As he predicted, de Rochemont 
couldn't make the film at $424.000 
and ran out of coin before he had 


edited or scored it. He needed 
$60,000 to complete it and went 
to Lord and Starr. They refused 


to put it up. Producer then threat- 
ened that he would give away his 
entire share in the pic to get the 
money, since he was determined to 
finish “Boundaries.” His giving 
away his share would have left 
Lord and Starr’ completely in the 
cold on their investment and serv- 
ices, since they only shared in de 
Rochemont's portion of the income 

As result of the producer's 
threat they came up with $30,000 
to add to their original $41,509 in- 
vestment and de Rochemont was 
able to scrape up the other $30.000. 

Net effect of the $60,000 slice in 
the budget enforced upon de 
Rochemont is that he is now pay- 
ing Telinvest its 30° of the profits 
on everything above $424,000 in- 
stead of $518,000. which was the 
actual cost of production plus ad- 
vertising and exploitation 

De Rochemont was fortunate in 
having some other profitable com- 
panies which he was able to put 
in hock in order to provide the 
necessary guarantees plus the 
$146,500 differential between the 
total cost of “Boundaries” and the 
$371,500 advanced by Telinvest and 
World Wide. 


Last on the Hit Parade 


Producer. under the setup. took 
all the risk (‘except for World 
Wide's $71,500), but is last in the 


payoff line except for a $50.000 fee 
of which he has received $30,000 
so far. Fortunately, the pic has 
| turned out to be highly successful, 
FC promising it will do $2,000,000 
on the basis of about $750.000 now 
in the till on 2,500 engagements 
played. That means de _ Roche- 
mont’s share of the profits will be 
something around $300,000 
In addition, he has just closed a 
deal with Telinvest by which the 
latter bought up in perpetuity all 
foreign rights except Great Britain 
for $109,000 in cash plus 40‘¢ of 
| incame. 
| De Rochemont is going ahead 
| with story preparation:on his next 
film, tentatively labeled ‘Prison 
Without Bars,” without having set 
any financing. Success of “Boun- 
daries” has put him in a highly 
favorable position, however, and 
he has a choice of several good 
deals. He is considering tying uP 
with Columbia or other majors on 
_ the basis ef their putting up a!! the 
coin and distributing the film and 
his getting a profit participation 
plus a fee. 
There is also a possibility that 
he'll make another straight finan- 
cing deal—repeating none of the 
numerous mistakes he now realizes 
he made in the “Boundaries ne 
gotiations—so that he can continue 
releasing through Film Classics. 
He is highly pleased with the han 
‘dling that FC salesmanager Ber- 
nard B. Kranze has given the pic- 
ture. , 
De Rochemont, incidentaliy. * 
continuirg to make educational p'* 


for Universal’s subsid, United 
World. RD-DR Corp. which pre 
duced “Boundaries” is wholly 


owned by de Rochemont. 





Grotter’s 2 in Mexico 


Hollywood, Nov. 15 

Curtis Grotter’s new indie pre 
duction unit will make two ple 
tures in Mexico City, both in Spam 
ish and English. Films are “Re- 
bellion” and “Another Window, 
scripted by Albert De Pina 

Currently Grotter is talking ® 
deal with his former wife. Je#” 
Parker, for femme lead in “W'™ 
dow.” 
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“GREAT BOKOFICEsuccEsson 10 







-‘T-MEN’- : 
“CANON CITY’ 
HE WALKED BY NIGHT’ ¢ 
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Filmed with the 
co-operation of the U. S. 
Secret Service 
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| A tense, true BOXOFFICE entertainment 
: snatched from newspaper headlines! 











Book TRAPPED’ now! Be the first to cash in on the tremendous 
publicity campaign and pledged co-operation of-the Boy Scouts of 
America. the Girl Scouts of America and the Boys Clubs of America- 








ety’calls ‘TRAPPED’ “more than timely!” . AVAILABLE... ” 
Every trade reviewer in the business stressed Two powerful FREE occessories from | 
the strong exploitation value of this picture. Eagle Lion to help you spréad the word 


around your town early——and often! 
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Indies Split Over What Product, 


Nearest to Times Square | 
Drive-In—Rutherford, N. J., 


Plans for a drive-in within the | 


Clear ance Should Be Given Ozoners = distance yet to the Times 





Minneapolis. + 


Conflicting interests between 
conventional theatre owners and 
drive-in operators is bringing a 
split in independent exhibitor 
ranks here, and if it becomes much 
worse it will be free-for-all instead 
of the usual united front in the bat- 
tles with distributors. A number 
of independent exhibs have both 
conventional and drive-in opera- 
tions, but the vast majority of them 
are confining their operations to 
one field or the other 

Conventional exhibitors up here 
are irritated by concessions being 
made to ozoners, especially on 
clearance. They insist drive-ins, 
operating only a few months each 
year, should have to take a back 
seat to conventional houses as to 
runs and product. Drive-ins have 
been demanding earlier clearance 
and in a number of instances these 
demands have been met by distrib- 
utors, since the latter see the ozon- 
ers ac a source of added revenue. 

More fireworks have just been 
touched off here by action of Mon- 
ogram in moving its “Stampede” 
from RKO-Orpheum, downtown, to 
Hilltop, suburban drive-in, for an 
extension of local firstrun. Nothing 
like this ever was done here before. 
The regular theatre operators 
threaten reprisals against Mono- 
gram. 

Conventional theatre owners 
also complained when Universal 
recently released one of its foreign 
pictures to the Hilltop for its Min- 
neapolis area firstrun, although 
the distributor had tried unsuc- 
cessfully to sell the picture to reg- 
ular accounts. 

R. & R. Sets 600-Car Drive-In | 

Big Spring, Texas. 

Robb & Rowley Theatres plan to 
construct a 600-car drive-in here, 
being fifth operation for circuit in 
this area. 








Frisina Amus. Plans 9 Ozoners 
Springfield, Ill. 
One of most extensive drive-in 
building programs in the midwest 
will be launched early next year 
when nine new ozoners of Frisina 


held soon after Fabian-Hellman’s | 
Saratoga on Albany-Saratoga Road 
shuttered for season. 


Drive-in Patent Action Up Again 
Washington. 

Issue of whether drive-ins are a 
patentable product came before 
Supreme Court again last week 
when Park-In Theatres, Inc., asked 
court to reconsider its recent re- 
fusal to listen to an appeal. First 
circuit court of appeals in Boston 
wixed a claim by Par-In against E. 
M. Loew, operator of chain of east 
coast drive-ins. Supreme Court re- 
fused to hear case. 





Western Canada Ozoners for °50 
“ Regina, @ask. 

Famous Players of Canada plan- 
ning $150°000 drive-ins for Regina, 
Moose Jaw, Saskatoon and Bran- 
don, work to start in spring. 

At Lethbridge, Alta., Western 
Drive-In Theatres, Ltd., Calgary, 
started $150,000 ozoner. 








Iowa Ozoner Has Balcony 
Des Moines. 
Tri-State Theatre Corp, drive-in 
at Dubuque, Ia., has a balcony. 
This was made possible because 
site of ozoner is on hilly terrain. 





Royal Oak OK Drive-ins 
Voters in Royal Oak, suburban 
city, turned down 4,924 to 2,333 an 
amendment to the city charter 
whith would have outlawed drive- 
in theatres. 





Ezell Plans 650-Car Drive-In 
Pasadena, Texas. 
Claude Ezell and associates start- 
ed construction here on new 650- 
car ozoner to cost $100,000. 





550-Car Ozoner Opens at Raleigh 
Greensboro, N. C. 

Tower drive-in, located on a 21- 
acre site near Raleigh, opened with 
James F. Hatchell as manager. 
Ozoner has capacity for 550 cars. 
It is owned by N. C. Theatres, 
which also owns the Ambassador, 
State, Palace, Capitol and Varsity 
film houses in Raleigh. 





Malco Expands Drive-In Setup 
Memphis. 
Malco Theatres, Inc., here is on 


Amus. Co. are started. Circuit : = all 
now operates 55 houses, mostly @”ive-in pomene wo Ba 
standard theatres. Planned drive- ae nail — by age = rd 
ins include 1,000-car one here, - > a a —s 


75,000 ozoner at Shelbyville, an- 
other at Litchfield, Olney, Taylor- 
ville and Lawrenceville, all in Il- 
linois. Two will be built in Mis- 
souri, at Hannibai and Mexico; 
each costing $100,000. Also one is 
planned for Keokuk, Ia. 





Carman Albany Drive-In 
Albany. 
Carman Drive-In at McCor- 
mack’s Corners, between Albany 
and Schenectady, opened recently. 


John and Peter Marotta, of Am-| 


sterdam, operate the ozoner while 
Bob Baranoff, of Valley Drive-In at 
Little Falls, books it. Opening 


| New York Theatres 
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RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL 
Rockefeller Center 
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“THAT FORSYTE WOMAN" 
A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pleture 
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dune HAVER - Mark STEVENS 


‘Oh, You Beaual Doll” 


A 2th Century-Fox Picture 
On Stage—TONY WARTIN 


Extra . 
SALIC! PUPPETS - GEORGE COWLEY 
i 7th Ave. & 
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construct another at Camden, Ark. 


One already is being built at 


Henderson, Ky. 





New Hampshire Ozoner 

Concord, N. H. 

| Reversing a decision of the city 
engineer Edward E. Beane, the 
/zoning board authorized the Hills- 
borough Theatre Corp. to construct 
a 540-car drive-in near South End. 

It will cost $50,000. 


Mexico Inte Drive-in Field 
Washington. 

Mexico is going all out for drive- 
ins. First ozoner has opened at 
Ciudad Juarez, with 650-car ca- 
pacity, reports U. S. Department 
of Commerce. 

This Auto Cino-Juarez does three 
shows nightly with 35c tab per per- 
son. It shows U. S. and Mexican 

| Pix, and has American equipment. 





| Ozoners Sprout in Colo., N. Mex. 
Denver. 
MotorVu Theatres Inc., headed 
by Carlin Smith, building 400-car 
drive-in, Sterling, Colo., for spring 
opening. 

| Gus Daskalous building $60,000 
ozoner in Las Vegas, N. M.; set to 

open next year. 

/ E. John Greer putting in $75,000 
drive-in 6 miles north of Santa Fe, 
N. M., for next spring. 

| Thomas Morphy building $60,000 

| ozoner near Alamosa, Colo. 

Cy Lee and Paul Rothman to 
build 400-car drive-in north of Col- 

/orado Springs, Colo. 


Ozoner For Atlantic City 
Philadelphia. 
First drive-in for Atlantic City 
area is announced for next spring, 
an 1,000-car ozoner on the Black 
Horse Pike, eight miles from the 
resort. 








3 New Texas Ozoners 
Dallas. 

Construction started here on a 
350-car ozoner at Uvalde. Owners 
of drive-in will be Dudiey Fitzsim- 
mons, Jr., and Robert and J. C. 
Dunn. 

Construction started at Ray- 

mondville on 600-car drive-in to be 
operated by R. N. Smith Theatres. 
| Fourth drive-in this year will be 
constructed on Highway 67, a mile 
south of Garland. 700-car ozoner 
will cost $100,000 and will be op- 
erated by James McQuaid and C. J. 
Leon, 


Square area are now under way 
following acquisition of a 24-acre 


' tract in Rutherford, N. J., by Mid- | 


West Drive-In Co. headed by 
Philip Smtih of Boston. Ozoner 
will be on route S-3 and is herald- 
ed as being only a 12-minute drive 
from the New York end of the Lin- 
colin Tunnel. . 

Cost of construction is set at 
$450,000. It calls for a kiddie piay- 
ground and some elaborate land- 
scaping. Berk & Krumgold agented 
the deal. 

Zoning restrictions in New Yor 
city have so far blocked all but one 
drive-in construction project in the 
city itself. Sole exception is lo- 
cated in the upper Bronx. 











Joe Schenck 


Continued from page 6 








Moskowitz and Metro sales topper 
William F. Rodgers, reportedly par- 
ticipated in the hot-and-heavy dis- 
cussions last week. It is believed 
that the lease which Joe Schenck 
obtained provides an out for Loew's 
in event of divorcement. If the 
State is not ordered divested from 
the chain, the circuit will get it 
back, it is understood. If Loew's 
must sell the house, however, 
Schenck reportediy will get first 
crack at it. 
Day-and-Date for Both 

The dispute that brought 
Schenck east from Los Angeles re- 
volved primarily around product 
for his Egyptian. Metro wanted 
the State to have an exclusive first- 
run and Rodgers had reportedly 
worked out a zoning scheme by 
which the Egyptian and Fox-Wil- | 
shire would get product following | 
a two-weeks clearance for the | 


State. After two more weeks clear: | 
ance, pix would go into 10 sub- 
sequents. 


Schenck objected to the change 
that would give the State clearance 
over the Egyptian, since the two 
houses had been playing day-and- 
date for three years. State, until 
it reverts today (Wednesday) un- 
der court ruling to the manage- 
ment of Loew's, which owns it, has 
been operated by Fox-West Coast. 
Schenck reportedly had threatened 
his brother with closing down the 
Egyptian if he couldn't get a simul- 
taneous playoff with the State and 
| then suing Loew's for damages. 


| The disagreement was solved by 


giving Schenck the lease on the | 


»State. It is assumed that approval 
has been obtained—or at least re- 


Clips from 





Film Row 





NEW YORK 


James R. Grainger, Republic 
exec veepee in charge of sales, due 
back at homeoffice Nov. 22 after 
brief trip to the Coast for studio 
confabs with prexy Herbert J. 
Yates. He'll stop off at Dallas and 
New Orleans branches on way 
back. 

Jack Broder, former veepee of 
Realart Pictures, named company 
prez, replacing his brother, Paul. 
Recent board election also brought 
appointment of Norman Eisenstein 


k fas board chairman and treasurer, 


succeeding Joseph Harris. Budd 
Rogers remains exec veepee in 
charge of sales and distribution 
while Alex Alexander becomes 
secretary. 

Max Youngstein, Paramount's 
ad-pub director, on two-stop jaunt 
to set campaigns for Par’s “The 
Heiress” and “Samson and De- 
lilah,” first call Cincinnati with 
Keith theatre execs on “Heiress,” | 
which opens there Christmas day. | 
He then hops to Toronto to meet 
Gordon Lightstone, Par’s Canadian 
sales head, and J. J. Fitzgibbons, | 
Famous Players-Canadian topper, | 
on Dominion plans for “Samson.” 

Fred Stein, Eagle Lion's sales 
supervisor for British pix, switch- 
ing to the United Artists circuit. 
Stein will act as film buyer for the 
chain. 

Robert M. Weitman, N. Y. Para- 
mount theatre managing director, 
returned from swing through his 
southern theatre keys last Monday 
(14). As an executive for Par 
Theatres, he visited Hot Springs 
and Ft. Smith, Ark.; Fulton and | 
Owensboro, Ky., Jackson, Tenn., 
and Memphis. Weitman was in 
Memphis when the remodeled, 
streamlined Strand was opened 
under Par aegis. 


CHICAGO | 


Harry Walters, former RKO In- | 
dianapolis branch manager, joined 
Paramount sales force here. 

Clarence Phillips rejoined Henri 
Elman “Enterprises after year’s ab- 
sence. . 

Marylee Klempner, Universal 
booking staff, has resigned. 

Jim Gregory, Alliance Theatres. 
is visiting in Spain on six-week 
European trip. 

Allied theatres prexy Jack Kirsch 
chosen film division chairman for 
Boy Scout fund. 

Elmwood Park, Iil., property 
owners filed third Cook County | 
circuit court suit against village 
trustees whom they claim illegal- | 


lly allowed construction of Beck 


theatre in residential area. 

Bob Hickey, RKO exploitation 
supervisor for midwest for 10 
years, leaves to join Shipstead and 


quested—from the Dept. of Justice, | Johnston iceshow. 


since Schenck is in a complicated 

position. That results from the 

fact that F-WC was forced to re- 

turn the State to Loew's because of 

the monopolistic situation in Los 

Angeles, but that F-WC is a wholly- 

owned subsid of 20th-Fox, of which | 
Joe Schenck is an employee. Un- | 
til Schenck leaves 20th, therefore, 

the theatre might he considered as | 
open to F-WC domination again. 


Incidentally, Schenck stated that 
with problems of the State and /| 
other personal matters, he will | 
have to postpone his scheduled air 
tour of Latin America. He was 
slated to leave about Nov. 26, but | 
said he now doesn't look to get | 
away until well into December. He | 
left New York Friday (11), 


| 


} 





Brit. Divorce 


Continued from page 3 





i 


trol by forbidding interlocking di- | 
_rectorates, with each company set | 
up as a separate corporation. 
| In some circles, the Portal rec- | 
;ommendations are expected to | 
point to the Rank annual reports, | 
out last week, as stressing the need | 
for industry breakup. It is felt | 
generally in the trade that the re- | 
port is likely to go over the Rank | 
statements in full detail, particu- | 
larly in view of the fact that, for 
one reason or another, the Portal | 
Commission apparently wanted | 
these financial statements to come. 
out before it brought in its rec- | 
ommendations. 


Both the Odeon report and full | 
Rank statement appear to have | 
been held up about a month, it | 
being no particular secret in in- 
dustry circles that it had been 


hoped that the Portal report | 
would be issued ahead of Rank’s 
financial statement. For a long 
time it was 


would be first, 


' manage. 


State, O'Fallon, Ill., and radio sta- 


touch-and-go which h 
i 


Vendome, southside nabe house, 
being torn down to make way for 
college building program. 

The Stony, first theatre to be 
constructed since the War on the 
southside, will be opened soon 
after Thanksgiving. Saul Lock- 
wood and Bernard Moore will op- | 
erate the 855-seater on firstrun | 
policy in @pposition to the Jack- | 
son Park, one block south. 

The Bugg, northwest house, sold 
by Charles Bugg, who has operat- 
ed spot for 30 years, to Irving Da- 
vis, concessionaire. 





ST. LOUIS | 


Jack Hynes, salesman for RKO- | 
Radio, elected president of St. 
Louis lodge of Colosseum of Mo- 
tion Picture Salesmen. 

Lester H. Pettit, Ava, Mo., the- 
atre owner, to Mayo Clinic, | 
Rochester, Minn., for checkup. 

Bud Mullaney, owner of the 
Ricky, Mattoon, IIl., discharged | 
from St. John's hospital here. 

Frisna Amus. Co., closed its 


Roxy, 1,000-seater in Springfield, | 


Ill., while house undergoes face- 
lifting. 

St. Louis Amus. Co., which has 
been operating Powhattan, 1,200 
seater in Maplewood, St. Louis 
county, under long term lease, pur-| 
chased the house, an adjoining air- | 
dome and parking lot. 

George Kalafat and his daugh-— 
ter, Mrs. Kathryne Emanuel, | 
ponent the interest of Alex Kala- 
fat in the Lans, 814 seater, Lan- 
sing, Ill. Frank L. Greenwald will 


Charlies Goldman, 


owner of 


tion WIBV, Belleville, Ml., are pre- 


senting amateur shows in the 
house. 





PITTSBURGH 


Dale theatre, Johnston. Pa., 
which was recently gutted by fire. 
will be closed for two months for 
pnelitting. Les Chamberlain owns 


Max Arnold, owner of Olympic | 





‘successor here will be a 


,in Verona, now operates second 
house there, the Libert » acqui 
from Pete Camerlo. —— 
John Perry, local exhib, who was 
ousted as burgess of Belle Vernon, 
Pa., while serving a workhouse 
term for assault, reinstated by or- 
der. of Judge W. Russell Carr. 
Judge Carr held that he legally 
was elected for a full term and 
that his dismissal was improper. 
Charles Truran, Jr., son of for- 


mer Meadville showman who 
owned several theatres there. is 
now a salesman for National 
Screen. 

Columbia finally closed deal 
here with Harris Amus. Co. for 


“Jolson Sings Again,” but picture 
wont go into circuit's downtown 
key house, the Harris, until mid- 
die of January. For a long time it 
looked as though musical might 
not play the chain at all. 


TORONTO 

J. J. Fitzgibbons, president of 
Famous Players (Canadian) and 
executive member of International 
Couneil of Christians and Jews, 
laid wreath of poppies on tomb of 
Unknown Soldier in Arlington 
Cemetery, Armistice Day (11). 
Wreath was picked from garden 
of late Col. John McRae, Canadian 
author of “In Flanders Fields.’ 

Bringing their Ontario chain of 
theatres up to an even 60, N. A. 
(Nat) Taylor and Raoul Auerbach 
‘20th Century Theatres). opened 
their latest Toronto houses, the 
Birchcliff and the Astor, last week 
with plenty of fanfare. 

Oscar Hanson appointed Cana- 
dian head of Monogram distribu- 
tion, with Frank Vaughan in as 
general sales manager. Physical 
distribution will be handled by 
Eagle Lion Films of Canada Ltd., 
J. Arthur Rank subsidiary. 


FAIRMONT, W. VA. 


Starlite drive-in near here is ad- 
mitting members of the United 
Mine Workers and their families 
absolutely free by paying 10c gov- 
ernment tax and 2c state tax. 


HOUSTON 


Jack Benny and Phil Harris will 
headline a Hollywood show to be a 
feature of Professional Football 
charity benefit Shamrock Bowl 
game to be played here Dec. 17. 
It is being spemasees by oilman 
Glenn McCarthy. 


ATLANTA 


T. R. Jones named film buyer 
and booking supervisor for Georgia 
Theatres, according to William K. 
Jenkins, president of firm, former- 
ly known as Lucas & Jenkins. 


DES MOINES 


Earl Manbeck, jr., sold the 
Forest here to J. M. Ennis and 
D. P. Ennis, of Quincy, Ill. J. M. 
Ennis operates the State there. 
Geo. Robison, manager for the 
last six years, retains position. 


SEATTLE 


Uptown, owned by Sterling The- 
atres, reopened after summer shut- 
tering. 

Seattle’s newest theatre, the 
Crest, opened in the north area. 





The 885-seater cost $150,000. 


KANSAS CITY 
Hickory theatre, Hermitage. Mo, 
was one of buildings razed by fire 
Nov. 8. Theatre owned by Ralph 
Troxel, with Joe Taylor as man- 
ager. 





DOVER, N. H. 


Melvin F. Morrison, manager of 
Strand theatre since 1934, promot- 
ed to district supervisor in charge 
of units of New England Theatres, 
Inc., in North Shore area. His 
Dover 
man, John E. Fagan, who has been 
assistant manager for the last fwo 
years. 
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WEBS’ $5,000,000 BILLINGS RA 





Four-Network Financial Picture 


SEPTEMBER 
(Estimated Gross Times Sales) 


CBS WITT TTL LITT TTT $5,001,135 — Al 
BI .ccccvccccecesccccccceseces 4,825,196 -—13.5 
BE .cccereocccrecedsecnocvecsegecse 3,077 302 — 38 
BERS .ncccccccccccccsccopecccccces 1,178,388 — | 
Total ° $14,082,021 —10.0 
NINE MONTHS’ CUMULATIVE 
(Estimated) 
GR on ccccdcesvcccoenn $46,304,700 i. 23 
Dn .6sstsehaneneeesenen ean 47,221,703 me 0 
Pn case eéns baw eseseens cose ecceed 31,874,710 — 08 
DD. ..cqeebbetS eendeoe 000s seceees 13,710,341 —17.1 
___ Total i i i ca te mca $139,110,454 ae 3 








Phil Harris Wants Out on A&A 
Slugfest; Eyes CBS Comic Alley? 


Harris, 
year ago that “slugging 
‘Amos ‘n’ Andy’ for 
night Hooper laurels 

sense,” would like 


Phil 
record a 
it out with 
7:30 Sunday 
doesn't make 
oul. 

Harris, teamed with his 
Alice Faye, as Rexall’s star 
man, and who represents 
lone entry in the Sunday evening 
comedy sweepstakes against the 
Jack Benny. Amos 'n’ Andy, Edgar 
Bergen. Red Skelton competition 
on CBS, is anxious to vacate the 
7:30-8 period and give Rexall a 
new shake. . 

While Harris, on the basis of the 
last Hoaper tallies, has been grab- 
bing off the top Sunday night NBC 
ratings, coming up in the Oct. 30 
report with a 9.7, he's still far be- 
hind the “A&A” competition on the 
audience payoff, the latter enjoy 
ing a 14.1. Then again, Harris 
recognizes it’s no cinch following 
a “Hollywood Calling” with its 
negligible audience pickup, whereas 
“A&A” are reaping the benefits of 
a Benny “hangover” audience, and 
as the lead-in to the Bergen stanza. 

Justin Dart, prexy of the Rexall 
drug outfit, which has reported 
losses in excess of $1,000,000 for 
the year, is reported siding with 
Harris on switching his costly 
salesman into a more favorable 
time slot, preferably as part of the 
the top-rated Columbia lineup. since 
Revall’s major advertising allot- 
ment is poured into the Harris- 
Faye comedy show. However, the 


(Continued on page 50) 


06's Cutback 
On ‘Stop Music 


Old Gold, which sponsors the 
first and last quarters of the hour- 
long “Stop the Music” on ABC, 
is planning to drop out of the ini- 
tial 15-minute period of the give- 
away at the end of the current cy- 
cle. (Other two quarter-hour seg- 
ments are bankrolled by Speidel 
Watch ard Smith Bros. cough 
drops. ) 

OG apparently is happy with the 
windup 15-minute segment, which 
immediately precedes the Walter 
Winchell commentary, and _ will 
Stay put. 

Cutback, however, will not affect 
OG's sponsorship of the video ver- 
sion of “Stop the Music,” which is 
getting one of the top Thursday 
night TV ratings. 


MURPHY VICE FRANCO 
AS Y&R TIME-BUYER 


Vacancy at Young & Rubicam in 
the time-buying, media department 
created by the checkout of Carlos 
Franco is being filied, effective 
next Monday (21), when Martin 
Murphy moves over from Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan agency. 

Franco's exit resuited in Frank 
Coulter stepping into the chief 
radio-TV time-buying spot at 
Y&R. with Murphy becoming his 
lieutenant. Latter has been do- 
ing the local time spot buying | 
for R & R. 

Franco has since moved into the 
Kudner agency operation. 


a 


wife, 
sales- 


NBC's 








who put himself on¢ 


' set. 


\ 





Lvons-Schubert Deal Off 


Merger deal betwen the A. & S. 
Lyons agency and the Bernard L. 
Schubert radio packaging office 
has been called off. Deal had been 
in the works for several weeks. 

Jack Bertell, who handled the 
act dept. for the Schubert office, 
resigned during the 
because he didn't wat to again be 
aligned with a big organization. 
Jack Lenny is currently handling 
Schubert's theatre and cafe talent. 


New Biz Offsets 
ABC's 8206 Loss: 
Galen Drake Next? 


took an $820,000 
(after discounts) in annual 
billings as a result of Pillsbury’s 
decision to switch its “House 
Party” to CBS on Jan. 2, may lose 
another $400,000 if Pillsbury drops 
its Galen Drake cross-the-board 
stanza. The miller is contemplat- 
ing the move and has until Dec. 
1 to make up its mind. Meanwhile 
ABC has inked General Mills, 
Anahist Corp., Doubleday, Radio 
Offers, Inc., and General Foods for 
new business which partly offsets 
the Pillsbury blow. 

Bait which lured the flour com- 
pany to CBS was Arthur Godfrey. 
Pillsbury 
ment of Godfrey's a.m. stanza 
when the present Toni sponsorship 
expires in April. CBS reportedly 
insisted on the “House Party” 
billings before it would okay a 
Godfrey sale. 

Additional ABC loss was a five- 
minute cross-the-board lopoff by 
Sterling Drug’s “Bride and 

(Continued on page 48) 


New WOR Survey 
Idea, It Says Here 


’ kind of listener meas- 
altel survey, which supposedly 
reduces the limitations of other 
audience techniques, is being con- 
ducted by Pulse for WOR, N. Y. 

According to the MBS key, each 
of the present methods—such as 
Hooper, Nielsen, Pulse, Sindlinger, 
etc.—has its shortcomings. Hoop- 
er’s coincidental system only 
reaches telephone homes. Nielsen's 
recording technique measures what 
programs are listened to, but not 
how many persons are around the 
Pulse, which uses aided recall, 
relies on the interviewee’s mem- 
ory, a limitation which is also 
found in “diary” methods. 


The WOR approach which Pulse 





which 
loss 





“new 





1949 TIME SALES. 


The four networks will wind A 
1949 with a loss of more than $5.,- 


| 000,000 in gross time sales, as com- 


| breakdown), 
| $5,000,000 


|that the final three-month 





negotiations | 





is slated to back a seg- | 





| the Air,” ete., 


| pared with 1948 billings. 


the first nine 
(see adjoining 
the webs are already 
behind last vear's bill- 
ings and there's little to indicate 
period 


On the® basis of 
months of this year 


will show any material improve- 
ment. 

Total (four-network billings 
through Sept. 30 amount to $139,- 
111,453, which is 4.3% under the 
$144,.899.999 registered for the 


|}comparable period last year. The 
12-month gross time sales for '48 
totaled $198,496,331. This year it’s 
expected not to exceed $193.- 
hw 

Mutual is having the 
ag Mutua in weathering the eco- 
nomic cutbacks, its nine months’ 
billings for '49 of §$13.710.341 being 
17.1°° under last year. That the 
Situation is getting worse rather 
than better is evidenced in the Sep- 
tember billings figure 


toughest 


Tele the ‘Villain’ 


Aside from the general eco- 
nomic conditions of the past 
year, resulting in sponsorship 
cutbacks, the $5,000,000 loss 
in radio billings that the net- 
works will post at the end of 
the year stems largely from 
AM desertions on the part of 
clients who are now embrac 
ing television alone. 

Most notable among these 
are International Silver, which 
now has “Silver Theatre” on 
TV where before it bankrolled 
“Ozzie & Harriet" in radio; 
General Electric, which gave 
up Fred Waring in radio to 
solo his revue in video; Tex- 
aco, which settled for Milton 
Berle on TV instead of the 
two-way spread, and Ford and 
Ford Dealers, which aban- 
doned its radio dramatic airer 
and Fred Allen in favor of its 
TV “Ford Theatre” and the 
upcoming Kay Kyser video 
showcase. 

Bm NR ETN NR RN SN fe Em ne 


which represents a 32.9°% drop 
compared with °48. In fact, all the 
networks were on the minus side 
for September, NBC being 12.5% 
under the ‘'48” estimate for the 











—---¢ 


$1,178,388), | 


month; Columbia encountering a 
4.1° slideback and ABC being) 
2.8°% 


year. 


under the same month last | 


| 


Columbia alone of the four ma- 
jor webs emerges with a plus for! 


the cumulate 


gain over the three-quarter billings 
in ‘48. On the other hand, NBC is 
8.1° under last year’s nine-month 
mark, with ABC about holding its 
own with a minus 0.8°% (It’s in 
the final quarter period figures that 
ABC’s setbacks will reflect them- 
selves, with such losses as Philco 
(‘Bing Crosby), “Theatre Guild of 
showing up on the 
October billings.) 

By the same token, Columbia 
appears to have the edge in the 
final quarter gains, with the inher- 
itance of Edgar Bergen, Red Skel- 
ton, Bing Crosby, Groucho Marx, 
etc., not revealing itself until Oc- 
tober. (Actually, the October CBS 
billings are already accounted for. 
The sales for the month total $5,- 
747,239. This is 2.6°° higher than 
the '48 figures of $5,602,030.) 


Frank Edwards Chosen 
For AFL Mutual Gabbing 


Frank Edwards has been chosen 
as the commentator for the cross- 
the-board commentary strip for 
Mutual starting Dec. 5 at 10 pm 
After a month’s sustaining run, the 
series will be bankrolled by the 





| American Federation of Labor on 


is using for the special survey will | 


consist of “simultaneous personal | 
‘interviewing, ” with pollsters check- | 


(Continued on page 50) 


Jan. 2. 

Edwards, currently at WISH. 
MBS affiliate in Indianapolis, had 
been previously with WIBC, In- 
dianapolis, and WGRC, Louisville. 


nine-month stretch, | 
its $46,304,700 representing a 2.3% |- 


Tension Eased Among NBC Execs; 


LAG REHINN 1948 All Veepees Stay, With Denny In 
Key Role for AM, 0-&-0 Stations 





Metop on Radio, TY 


Preem of the Metropolitan Opera 
will be televised for the second 
time Monday (21) on a six-station 
ABC-TV hookup, with the Texas 
Co. picking up the tab. Sponsor 
is also backing the Saturday mati- 
nee AM broadcasts of the Met for 
the 10th consecutive year on 235 
ABC stations. Agency is Kudner. 

As at last year’s opening, black 
light will be used this year. In ad- 
dition to staff announcers, society 
gabbers will cover the event. 


Rating Hypo Via 
Hope Guester On 


Crosby Irks NBC 


With the rivalry between NBC 
and CBS at an unprecedented 
pitch, now that Columbia has 


taken the Hooperating laurels away 
from its chief competitor, one of 
those embarrassing situations has 
cropped up that has cued a lot of 
red faces around NBC. The latter 
network was put in the position of 
sitting by, while one of its own 
top personalities became the re- 
sponsible factor in taking a CBS 
star out of his rating slump and in 
the process helping the cause of 
the CBS competition. 

For weeks Bing Crosby, now 
berthed in a CBS Wednesday night 
period, was taking a beating from 
the “Mr. District Attorney” oppo- 
sition on NBC. NBC was particu- 
larly proud of its ability to hold up 
its end in the Wednesday sweep- 


stakes, in view of the terrific CBS 
| buildup accorded the Crosby- 
Groucho Marx-Burns & Allen 


back-to-back parlay. 

Then along came NBC's Bob 
Hope two weeks ago to guest on 
the Groaner’s program—and out 
of it came a reshuffle in the rat- 
ings that practically destroyed 
NBC's rating coup.’ 

Hope guested on the Crosby 

(Continued on page 50) 


‘Amateur Hour’ 
To Sun. on NBC? 


NBC may grab off a fat chunk 
of P. Lorillard (Old Gold) billings 
after the first of the year, if nego- 
tiations currently under way for 
a moveover of the radio version of 
Ted Mack's “Original Amateur 
Hour” from ABC materialize. The 
45-minute showcase for tyro per- 
formers is being envisioned for the 
6:45 to 7:30 Sunday evening seg- 
ment as replacement for “Holly- 
wood Calling.” should Gruen 
Watch decide to scram out of the 
giveaway sponsorship picture. 
‘Watch company picks up the tab 
for 30 minutes of the hour-long 
giveaway.) 

If “Amateur Hour,” currently 
heard Thursday nights on ABC, 
makes the switchover, it would give 





+ 


NBC's administrative split down 
the middle, designed to effect a 
three-way vertical operation estab- 
lishing video, AM and owned-and- 
operated stations as separate en- 
tities, has been practically re- 
solved. It represents the combined 
thinking of the _ recently -com- 
pleted Booz, Allen & Hamilton 
survey plus the Frank Folsom-Joe 
McConnell (new NBC prez) mas- 
terminding on behalf of the parent 
RCA organization. 

In the application of the B. A & 
H administrative overhaul to AM 
and o-&-o operations, the same 
pattern is being adopted as in the 
| T\ administrative reshuffle 
| adenbel last week, whereby the ac- 


i|cent was put on reshiftings rather 


NBC upwards of $750,000 addition- | 


al billings. Network recently also 
grabbed possession of the TV ver- 
sion of “Amateur Hour” when it 
exited DuMont and when CBS was 
unable to clear stations 

Oddly enough’ “Hellywood Call- 
ing” ‘which Gruen likes because 
of its sales impact despite its neg- 
ligible rating opposite the Jack 
Benny competition) took a sudden 
spurt in an unofficial rating last 
Sunday (13), grabbing off a 6.1 
(from a previous 2.9) for the 6:30 
to 7 slot, and a 5.6 for the pericd 
opposite Benny. 


than axings 

Thus, despite all 
tensions and apprehensions 
existed in recent weeks on an 
executive level, the new NBC mo- 
dus operandi reduces itself to a re- 
shuffle expediency. Not a single 
veepee is being booted either out 
of his title or out of the network. 

Charles R. Denny continues as 
the network's executive veepee 
under the decentralization scheme, 
administrating the entire sound 
phases (AM, plus o-&-o operations) 
as the nominal head. As part of 
the long range planning, the posi- 
tion is taken that the tele picture 
cannot fully crystallize until a 
proper operational pattern is estab- 
lished for AM. And to Denny falls 
the lot of evolving the overall base 
for the sound broadcasting phase 
of operation. Once that's estab- 
lished, Denny may move back into 
the overall executive operational 
sphere as well. 

Under the new concept, there 
will be a revitalization of the sales 
and promotion phases of the op- 
eration, with administrative vee- 

(Continued on page 50) 


Fords ‘Bargain 
Strategy on Kyser 


Initial attempt to projeet the 
sound elements of a bigtime TV 
musical on radio may be attempted 
this season by the Ford Dealers 
Assn., via J. Walter Thompson 
agency. Ford Dealers sponsored 
Fred Allen on NBC last year and 
decided to scram out of radio in 
favor of a video show this year. 

The dealers have pacted Kay 
Kyser for the TV entry and they 
are now mulling the possibility of 
buying a half-hour of network 
radio time for a strictly-sound ver- 
sion of the TV production. Thus, 
it's reasoned, what ordinarily 
would involve a $10,000 to $15,000 
production nut for a radio airer 
could be had for perhaps $3,000 at 
the most, exclusive, of course, of 
time charges. 

Giving radio the “TV sound 
treatment” has been tried before, 
on such airers as NBC's “Who Said 
That?” and “Author Meets the 
Critics,” but never applied to a 
major musical stanza. 

Earl Ebi is producing the TV 
stanza for JWT. 


the advance 
that 





TEXAS YODELER HITS 
EVANGELICAL TRAIL 


Dallas, Nov. 15. 

Stuart Hamblen, former Texas 
cowboy and who has been a radio 
singer for some 20 years and more 
recently owner of a horse racing 
stable stated that he was divorcing 
himself from horse racing ‘“‘to fol- 
low the teachings of Christ.” 

Recently Hamblen hit the saw- 
dust trail at an evangelical revival 
and re-embraced Christianity be- 
fore 11,000 persons under a big 
revival tent. The eloquent Texan 
so moved the crowd that 400 per- 
sons came forward to emulate his 
conversion. 
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Washington, Nov. 15. { 
With FM and television having | 
progressed beyond their promo-| 
tional stages, there’s merger talk 
in the air as the board of directors 
of the National Assn. of Broadcast- 
ers meets here today to take stock 
of organization affairs. The Asso- 
ciation’s 27 directors will hold 
three davs of sessions in its final 
1949 huddle 


Although the subject of merger 
is not an agenda item, it’s specu- 
lated that considerations of econ- 
omy and unified operation may stir 
discussion Both FM and TV are 
now well established. some broad- 


casters feel, and the need for the 
FM Assn and the Television 
Broadcasters Assn. has lessened 
Especially in FM, it’s felt, the 
maintenance of separate organiza- 
tions concerned with aural radio 
cannot long continue. With NAB 
membership now including 518 FM 
stations, it is being asked how long 
FMA members will be willing to 


NAB’s TV Directors 


Washington, Nov. 15. 

First National Assn of 
Broadcasters repre- 
senting TV stations were 
elected today ‘Tues.) at the 
organization's board meeting. 
Chosen were Bob Swezey, of 
WDSU-TV, New Orleans, and 
Eugene Thomas, of WOIC, 
here. Their selection brings 
membership on the board 
to 27. 

Election of two video reps 
was authorized at the NAB's 
summer powwow in Ports- 
mouth, N.H. Thomas attended 
today’s sessions and Swezey is 
expected for tonight's joint 
NAB-Motion Picture Assn. of 
America dinner. 


Fee 


dir ectars 








pay dues to two organizations. It’s 
recalled also that FMA officials ad- 
mitted last year, in denying merger 
rumors, that once FM had pro- 
gressed sufficiently the need for a 
promotional agency would pass. 

Since that time, it’s pointed out, 
NAB has increased its FM activi- 
ties, established a separate FM di- 
vision, and given considerable at- 
tention to Transit Radio and Store- 
casting 

That NAB-TBA Splitup 

With TV there's greater resist- 
ance on the part of broadcasters to 
joining with NAB, which has less 
than half of operating video sta- 
tions in its membership. While 
there is less need, if any, for pro- 
moting video, there are many 
members of TBA who do not oper- 
ate radio stations and feel little 
kinship with NAB which they re- 
gard as primarily audio. Most FM 
broadcasters, on the other hand, 
are old AM members.of NAB. 

TBA, also, has been largely sup- 
ported by manufacturers who are 

(Continued on page 48) 


Sponsor-Backed WLIP 
(Kenosha) Strike Eased; 
Reinstate ‘AFRA Plant’ 


Chicago, Nov. 15. 

Strikebound WLIP, Kenosha, 
Wis., 250-watter, off the air for 
almost a week since negotiations 
with AFRA and IBEW broke down, 
may be back on a fulltime airing 
basis this week. 

Weekend chalk talks between 
the unions and station owner Bill 
Lipman which reached agreement 
on all points except salaries and 
the status of the station program 
director, have brought the situa- 
tion near the green light phase. 

Sympathy boycott by a chunk 
of the station sponsors, which was 
obtained “by letters, phone calls 
and personal conversations,” ac- 
cording to Lipman, forced WLIP 
off the air Wed. (9) at 4:30 p.m. 

Joe Pyne, WLIP announcer who 
was reportedly fired by Lipman as 
an “AFRA plant,” has been re- 
instated, and Lipman has agreed 
to recognize the two unions as 
bargaining agents. Testimony gath- 
ered at Thursday's (10) hearings 
in Kenosha have been forwarded 
for review to Washington but 
meantime, the station and unions 





are clearing up final stray tags | 


leading to complete agreement. 


ito lure smaller bankrollers, 


Hallicrafter’s Giveaway 


Chicago, Nev. 15. 
Undaunted by the developing pub- 
lie freeze on giveaways, Halli- 
erafters is bankrolling a 15-minute 
Mutual “Hollywood Quiz” show, 
originating here Dec. 10. Vet radio 
performers Lee Bennett and Pierre 


Andre have been inked as co-em- 
cees for the program, which will 
emanate from the Chicago theatre 
lobby, using stage, screen and 
radio cel bs 

Show will air 6:45 p. m. Satur 
days in each time zone Sorenson 
& Co. agency routed. 


ABC: Pins Hope 
On ‘Less Than 13 


ABC network's “less than 
plan, which is breaking down the 
traditional 13-week cycle concept 


is be- 
ing pitched to potential advertisers 
with a formal discount structure 
with the line that one aircast will 
ihau 4 single insertion 
in a national mag 

Flan is tied to “Gregory Hood,” 
Sunday afternoon whodunit, but the 
discounts will also be applicable 
to other one time broadcasts or 
less-than-13 series if the backer has 
his own program. Cost of “Hood” 
is $2,200 net per airing, which is 
less than a single black-and-white 
page in Life or the Post, the web 
points out. If a sponsor buys less 
than a full network, the stanza may 
be fed to the balance of the chain 
with local service announcements 
replacing the commercials. 

Idca is that a backer might buy 
a broadcast. before Thanksgiving, 
several before Christmas, one be- 
fore Valentine’s day and two be- 
fore Eacter, similar to the way in 
which he uses magazine space, ac- 
cording to sales veepee Fred 
Thrower. Discounts will be cred- 
ited for number of broadcasts, size 
cf network and size of weekly 


(oss, 


‘ ' 
tust icsS 





Open Divorce Season 
For St. L. Sports Gabbers; 
Carey's $575 Mthly. Rap 


St. Louis, Nov. 15. 

Harry Caray, b.b. gabber of all 
Cardinal games for the Griese- 
dieck Bros. Brewing Co., over 
WIL and a midwest network, last 
‘week agreed to pay his wife, Mrs. 
Dorothy May Caray, $575 per 
month after she obtained a di- 


vorce and custody of three minor. 
children in Judge Amandus Brack- | 


man’s Court in Clayton, St. Louis 
county. Caray was not in court or 
represented by counsel, but the 
agreement had been reached be- 
fore the case was called. 

| Mrs. Caray testified he told her 
he no longer loved her, was un- 
happy and wanted a divorce, and 
when he wasn't on a radio assign- 
ment he refused to talk to her, but 
read newspapers. 

Another sports gabber, John E. 
O'Hara, who broadcast the 
play-by-play of games played by 
the Browns over KWK, was di- 
vorced last week by his wife. Mrs. 
Katherine O’Hara, whose maiden 
name, Katherine Stapleton, was 
restored. The decree was granted 
by Circuit Judge Eugene J. Sarto- 
rius after she testified te general 
indignities. The couple have no 
children. 


O’DWYER SCHEDULES 
WNYC FIRESIDE CHATS 


New York's Mayor William 
O'lbwyer pointed up the political 
importarce of radio this week 
when he announced that starting 
in January he would make monthly 
fireside chat broadcasts to the peo- 
ple over WNYC, the municipal sta- 
tion. In a press conférence an- 
nouncing the series he indicated 
dissatisfaction with the treatment 
accorded him by newspapers in the 
past and particularly during the 
election campaign. 

“if newspapers distort the facts 
—us some of them have done-— 
| the people are entitled to know the 
| truth,” the mayor declared. 





| 








| 





"| HARRY SALTER 


MUSICAL DIRECTOR 
Stop the Music—ABC 


Good Newscasts 
Bring Good Biz, 
NARND Is Told 


is good business” 
was the theme of the National 
Assn. of Radio News Directors 
which met in New York City last 
weekend. Dollar and cents proof 
that locally-staffed newsrooms pay 
dividends was offered by the dele- 
gates. 

A. R. Vadeboncoeur, of WSYR, 
Syracuse, said that of the $700,- 
000 annual gross of the station, 
20°% was brought in by newscasts. 
Wilton Cobb, of WMAZ, 
added that his outlet’s newsroom 
cost $1,500 a month, providing 59 
hours of programs at an average 
cost of $6.25 per quarter hour, as 
against the $25-$100 other pro- 
grams would cost. Bill Warrick 
reported that WJOB, 
Ind., spent around $250-$300 
monthly on news, but earned in 
return $500-$700. 

In addition to direct profits, pro- 
fessional station-written news- 
casts make adjacent time valuable, 
,add prestige, public service pro- 
gramming and win listener confi- 
dence, according to Orrin Melton 
of KSOO, Sioux Falls. 

Television won't cut into the au- 
dience pull of AM _ newscasts, 
ABC's Elmer Davis told the con- 








“Good news 


fab. The commentator said a great | 


deal of news “just can't be pic- 
(Continued on page 50) 


Radio to Benefit By 
Cold Drug Remedy War; 
Grove Labs Signs SSC&B 


Radio is due to benefit heavily 
frcm large-scale advertising cam- 
paigns launched by pharmaceutical 
companies in behaif of anti-hista- 
mines, new drug products which 
fight colds. Initial network pro- 
gram expenditure for the reme- 





dies is Anahist Co.’s backing of | 


ABC's “Counterspy” on Thursdays, 
for five weeks starting Dec. 1. 

Meanwhile Grove Labs, on be- 
half of Antamine product, has 
signed with Sullivan, Stauffer, Col- 
well & Bayles for a big campaign 
with an opening splurge in the 
spot radio field. 

Involved in the cold war also are 
Union Pharmaceutical’s Inhiston, 
for- which Cecil & Presbrey is the 
agency, Anahist Co. (Foote, Cone 
& Belding), Whitehall Pharmacal’s 
Kriptin (Duane Jones) and sev- 
eral other firms, with products al- 
ready on the market or about to 
be launched. At first webs were 
chary of taking the anti-histamines, 
but after checking their claims 
with medical authorities, they are 
accepting the business. 

First radio use is to be spots and 
hitch-hikes on existing network 
shows, but as the competitive con- 
flict increases in intensity, it’s 
likely web programs will be 
bought. Battle also may have an 
impact on other cold remedy radio 

' campaigns, 


— 


CBS’ 15 Out of 20 on Nielsen 





Macon, | 


action by the Commission.” 


—Current Rating— 


Cur’t Prev. Homes Homes Points 
Rank Rank Program (000) % Change 
1 1 Lux Radio Theatre (CBS)8,917 22.7 —15 
2 8 Jack Benny (CBS) . 8,013 20.4 +51 

3 — Edgar Bergen (CBS)... 7,306 18.6 

a 2 Talent Scouts (CBS) .. 7,228 18.4 —0.9 
5 — Amos ‘n’ Andy (CBS) . 6,756 17.2 

6 6 Fibber & Molly (NBC) 6,717 17.1 +08 
7 a My Friend Irma (CBS) 6,521 16.6 —().2 
8 12 Bob Hope ‘NBC) 6.521 16.6 +2.) 
gy 10 Inner Sanctum (CBS) 6,481 16.5 1.7 
10 16 People Are Funny ‘NBC)6,246 15.9 2.2 
ll 13 Mystery Theatre (CBS) 6,167 15.7 13 
12 3 Mr. Keen (CBS) 6,089 15.5 2. 
13 1 Mr. & Mrs. North ‘CBS) 6,010 15.3 04 
i4 . Red Skelton ‘CBS) 5.971 15.2 

15 14 Big Town (NBC) 5.814 14.8 0.9 
16 4 Crime Photog’her (CBS) 5.578 14.2 09 
17 26 Gene Autry (CBS) 5.460 13.9 v4 
18 22 Dr. Christian (CBS) »,421 13.8 Lf 
19 15 Walter Winchell (ABC 5,224 13.3 0.4 
20 49 Our Miss Brooks 13.3 ».4 


— 


(CBS) 5,224 


| 
| 
| 





Stepchild Library Service, Spruce 
Up, Coming Into Own as Sales Medium 





BMB’s Dec. 31 Washup 


Status of Broadcast 





| with its executive committee hav- 
|ing made plans Thursday (10) to 
wind up operations on Dec. 31, ex- 


cept for servicing subscribers on 
According to acting 
prexy Ken Baker, the new study 
has been progressing satisfactorily 
and will be in members’ hands by 
mid-December. Original plans were 
this 


| Study No. 2. 


for the report 
month, 


to be ready 


BMB’s sponsors, National Assn. 
of Broadcasters, Assn. of National 
Advertisers and American Assn. of 
have each 
been mulling the organization’s fu- 
ture or a successor group which 
will represent the three interests. 
The 4A’s last week issued a formal 
endorsement of BMB and the kind 


Advertising Agencies, 


of audience data it supplies. 
A regular BMB board 
will take place Friday (18). 


FCC ‘Do Nothing’ 
Agency, Sez Fla. 


Daytona Beach. Nov. 15. 

Hitting out at the FCC as a “do 
nothing” agency. the Florida Assn. 
of Broadcasters has appealed to its 
two U. S. Senators and its six 
federal Representatives to help 
the radio stations get protection 
from the Cuban “pirating” of fre- 
quencies. 


Decision to call upon Congress 
for help followed up the associa- 
tion’s recent annual convention at 
Sarasota, at which time the sta- 
tion owners adopted a resolution 
which attached FCC for its “do- 
nothing attitude and _ unstable 
| policy.” Not only has FCC failed 
to protect the broadcasters against 
the Cubans, they complained, but 
its failure to decide the clear chan- 
nel case is “threatening to disrupt 
the entire industry.” 


A resolution which has been for- 
warded to the Congressional dele- 
gation and the State Dept. by 
Jerry Stone, of WNDB, association 
secretary, demanded that FCC be 
required to act on applications for 
better service within a two-year 
| perted. Some applications by 

Florida daytime stations for night- 
'time service have been pigeon- 
holed more than two years, await- 
ing the outcome of the clear chan- 
| nel case. The Florida stations told 
| their legislators that FCC should 
be required to “come to some de- 
cision on the clear channel case 
and thus end uncertainty which 
for years has withheld radio bene- 
fits from the public and has pre- 
vented the radio industry from 





Hammond, | 


planning intelligently for the 
future.” 
The Floridians also resolved 


“that the FCC adopt a policy of 
recognizing applications for cer- 
tain frequencies as under immedi- 
ate consideration and so advise the 
Cuban government, to prevent 
pirating of these frequencies by 
Cuban stations in the time be- 
tween the application and final 
The 
broadcasters charge that powerful 


Cuban stations are usurping fre- 
quencies 


Measure- 
ment Bureau is still up in the air, 


meeting 


* The library service, once broad- 
casting’s stepchild, is getting a new 
suit of clothes—and custom tai- 
lored, at that. Behind the trend 
are gripes against open-end tran- 
scription shows (some of which fall 
off in quality or fold after 13 
weeks), and the fact that stations 
find they can pay for the libraries 
by selling programs using their 
material. 

At the same time, the library out- 
fits need to spruce up and improve, 
because some coin-starved broad- 
casters, trying to trim costs. are 
looking in their direction. With 
record companies fiooding the kilo- 
cyclers with cuffo disks, station 
managers want to know what ex- 
tras the libraries have to offer. And 
the libraries are replying that they 
supply special material, production 
aids, programming knowhow and 
promotional devices which can cut 
personnel and talent nuts. 


Actually, the less-hep broadcast- 
ers had been overlooking the gold 
mine in their libraries. Now out- 
| fits like World Broadcasting, Stand- 
ard, Associated, RCA Thesaurus 
and Lang-Worth are providing pro- 
duction aids, themes, sound tracks 
of stars, scripts, etc., helping the 
programmers to build stanzas they 
can sell. 

The stress is on sales. For each 
program kits are prepared with 
pitches to sponsors, lists of poten- 
tial bankrollers, portfolios of pub- 
licity and promotional material, 
photos, courtesy announcements 
and ads in mat form. 

World, part of Fred W. Ziv. has 
set up a commercial department. 
“We feel that radio’s future.” said 
sales manager Bob Freedheim, “de- 
pends on its ability to increase 
sales at the local level, and we're 
trying to enlarge the local broad- 
caster’s selling tools with our serv- 
ice.” He finds many stations are 
now raking in coin by peddling 
airers put out by the libraries. 

New Shows Created 


In addition to programs built 
from existing disks in the serv- 
ices, new shows are being cre- 
ated. World has stanzas with Dick 
Haymes, Bob Eberle and Lyn Mur- 
ray—with the artists’ intros avail- 
able on sound tracks to lend a live 
quality. 

_ The old idea of an ET collec- 
tion being just an assortment of 


(Continued on page 50) 


NBC Effects Tiein With 
Hearst, King Features 
On Extra Hope Ballyhoo 


NBC, with the blessing of Lever 
Bros., Bob Hope’s sponsor, has ef- 
fected a tiein with the Hearst or- 
ganization and its King Features 
on some unusual supplementary 
‘promotion for Hope’s Tuesday 

night program. 

A cross-plug technique has been 
evolved whereby the Hearst dailies 
carrying the King-syndicated Hope 
column will call attention to the 
comedian’s shows and the call let- 
ters of the local NBC station. In 
return, there will be a weekly 10- 
second musical bridge on the show, 
with a local cutin plugging the 
Hope column and the daily. 

| Move is part of NBC's widening 
promotional campaign which now 
extends to affiliates, RCA-Victor, 
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| artists and network personalities. 
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- SSC&B’s Modest Budget’ Formula AADIN ETS NEW Hooper Keeps Stirring Em Up as His 


On the basis that “the last shows to be taken off radio in the 
wake of TV’s ascendancy will be those in good time periods with 


modest budgets,” Sullivan, Stauffer, 


Colwell & Bayles agency has 


keyed its operation to Hooper payoffs on moderately-priced shows 


Formed only three years ago 
concept by spiraling its Smith 
into additional programming em 
Lever Bros. (Lifebuoy) and WI 
Bi-So-Dol), with AM-TYV 
cept Thursday, 
Here’s the program payofi 
rating on an estimated $7,000 t 


and on all four m 


PruURianiiiiniiig Eveiy diay 


Pall 


SSC&B followed through on this 


Bros.-Noxzema nucleus accounts 
bracing Pall Mall cigarets, Arrid 
litehall Pharmacal (Kolvnos and 
in the WeeK e@xX- 
ajor webs 

Mall's “Big Story” 
alent-production nut 


10.! 
was 


gels a 
Show 


taken over from Foote, Cone & Belding and a televersion launched 


this fall. “Anacin Hollywood T 
names and newcomers, gets a 6.4 
Lifebuoy’s “Big Town” hits a 

Noxzema’s Monday night backin 
with the sponsor finding the c« 
pitch paying off nicely. 
4.6 rating for Arrid for a $2,750 


Another 


heatre.’ 
Hooper 


ed 


which combines top film 
with a $5,500 budget and 
-.4 with a talent nick of $5,000. 
g of Gabriel Heatter pulls a 32 
ymmentators personalized selling 
gabber,. Jimmie Fidler, gets a 
talent tab 


Agency was one of the first to get on ihe giveaway bandwagon, 


buying “Stop the Music” for Sm 
Arrid. Despite the current slun 
feels the shows still deliver on a 





ith Bros. and “Sing It Again” for 
ip in giveaway audiences, SSC&B 
listen ners- per- -dollar basis 





Fineshriber Searching H'wood For 
Shows (At a Price) to Hypo Mutual 


Hollywood, Nov. 15 
If there’s a show lying around 
loose with a price tag in the early 


thousands. Mutual's Bil! Fine- 
shriber will giye it a good. long 
listen. In fact, for the next week 


or so he and his program aide in 
Hollywood, Ned Tollinger, will lend 
an ear to every type of show re- 
corded or spilling off the lip. Mu- 


tual wants more Hollywood shows 
and that’s what happened. Fine- 
shriber here for his first call on 


Don Lee since becoming Mutual's 
program topper. 

Without mincing words or put 
ting on a big front, Fineshriber 
plainly told packagers and agents 
that he’s after shows—at a price 
Big names he doesn’t want because 
he hasn't that kind of coin to 
spend so he smartly puts the stress 
on entertainment and that’s what 
he's out to buy. There's no ceiling 
on what he’s after and he would 
probably stretch it a few bucks if 
it's what he wants, but a show with 
entertainment value that can be 
brought in for around $1,500 a 
week would have the best chance 
of a seat on his bandwagon. 

Fineshriber’s call at this time 
has certain advantages that should 
assure him a bumper yield of 
shows. Packagers and agents have 
been putting together programs 
like mad with available talent from 
pictures, radio, niteries and the 
stage slanted toward television. 
Then there are the leftovers from 
the current season, who won't hag- 
gie over price. He'll take back in 
his dossier probably a haif hun- 
he will 
make his choices to start after first 
of the year. Fineshriber has firm 
hold on one theory; that whichever 
shows he puts on the net will be 
given 13 weeks to prove them- 
selves. None of this six or seven 
weeks and out if not sold. 


Detroit Gabber Picks 
The Wrong Candidate, 
Gets Sponsor Heave 


Detroit, Nov. 15. 
What's the penalty for a radio 





commentator who endorses the 
wrong political candidate” 
In the case of James G. Crow- 


ley, he loses his job. Crowley was 
fired by Harry Suffrin, Detroit 
clothier, for supporting George 
Edwards who was defeated for 
Mayor of Detroit, Tuesday (8). by 
Albert E. Cobo. 

Crowley, a former Detroit news- 
paperman, broadcast from Wash- 
ington. The Sunday program over 
WWJ. known as “Your Washing- 
ton Man” had been sponsored by) 
Suffrin for more than seven years. 
Crowley commented on national! 
news and politics. 

Crowley's endorsement of FEd- 
wards was made Sunday, Nov. 6. 
He explained he expressed his 
views because Cobo supporters 
had erroneously listed him as en- 
dorsing the newly-elected may or. 


¢-—_ - 


On The Inside 


Binghamton, N. Y., Nov. 15 

WINR. NBC affiliate here 
doesn't have to worry about 
iis City Hall coverage, either 
from the Democratic or Re- 
publican sides of the political 
arena In last week's elec- 
tions, station prexy Donald W. 
Kramer was elected mayor in 
a Democratic landslide which 
gave the party its first mayor- 
ality victory in many years 
WINR news editor George |. 
O Connor was elected council- 
man on the Republican ticket 





Kramer is senior partner of 
the law firm of Kramer, Night 
and 


VV ales. 


CBS Sees Escape 


As a Profitable 
Escape From Hope 


The new Hoopers have engen- 
dered something approaching hand- 
springs in the CBS program de- 
partment. particularly as they re- 
late to the network's bid to coun- 
ter the strong Tuesday night NBC 
iineup. For years Columbia has 
been trying to compete Hooperwise 
with NBC's Fibber & Molly-Bob 
Hope parlay. 

The CBS program boys did some 
eye running this week when the 
Hoopers came up with a 10.3 rating 
for the web's “Escape” sustainer 
opposite Bob Hope, only 4.6 points 
under Hope's 14.9. (CBS regards 
“Escape” as its No. 1 sponsor bait) 
Oddly enough, the Hope rating was 
one of the few that failed to bene- 
fit by the new Hooper rating tech- 
nique which only samples radio 
homes and bypasses TV homes. Ac- 
tually, Hope's rating dipped from 
his previous 15.4. 

Similarly, CBS’ “Life With 
Luigi” sustainer has been holding 
its own against NBC's potent “Fib- 
ber & Molly.” Latter comes up 
with an 18.6; “Luigi” with 8.4 
Philip Morris has been eyeing the 
“Luigi comedy for possible spon- 
sorship 


AM DEAD? CAMPEAU 
POINTS TO 287, HIKE 











Ted Campeau, president of 
CKLW. Mutual's 50,000 watt out- 
let in the Detroit and Windsor. 
Ont.. area, says business is 28°: 


ahead of a year ago, and both loca! 
and national commitments already 
made for 1950 point to a banner 
year 

~ Campeau said that “as television 
grows, so will high-powered AM 
stations in major markets continue 
to record extremely satisfactor) 
sales records. 


TOUCH OFVEATIGN New AM-Only Technique Hits Trade; 
Smaller Sample But Ratings Higher 


By BERT BRILLER 
Christmas is 40 days away and 
the crowd of public service organi 
zations asking radio to play Santa 


is swelling daily. Every year 
around this time the merry-go 
round of requests for cuffo time 


starts whirling more dizzily, giving 
the industry a touch of vertigo 
Not that broadcasters aren't will- 
ing to air worthy pleas and pro- 
grams, but they feel the do-good 


groups often try to misuse the 
medium 
First beef is that the demands 


come from organizations of limited 
or local appeal Among those 
who've asked for network time re 
cently are the Eastern Young 
Buddhists, Orangeburg (S ot 
Chamber of Commerce, Federation 
of Women Shareholders, Pioneer 
Women, American Guild of Organ 
ists and New York Society of Ken 
tuckvy Women 
Anothe 

cieties want 


gripe is that many sv 
time for bored-casts 


dull airings of banquets, conven- 
tions, roundtables and essay con- 
tests Even large well-heeled as- 


sociations are sometimes out mere 
ly tor quantity of time rather than 
quality of program According to 
broadcasters, radio directors 
outfits try to make a big 


some 
of these 


showing on time cuffoed rathe: 
than getting their message across 
effectively In such cases, the 
radioites feel, by demanding listen 
able stanzas they're representing 
the best interests of these organi- 
zations 


‘Fronts’ te the Front 

An added problem for the webs 
is that behind the facade of a 
humanitarian aim there may be 
concealed ulterior motives 
Sometimes a group with high 
sounding goals may actually be a 
front for a_ political lobby. In 
other cases a drive may be in 
spired by or linked to a commer- 


crass 


cial scheme 

Heiping the broadcaster in this 
connection is the Advertising 
Council. born during the war, 


which brings together bankrollers, 
agencies and media. AC's Radio 
Allocation Plan, now in its eighth 
year, asks all weekly network and 
regional shows, sustaining and 
commercial, to run a public service 
plea every sixth week. Series 
heard three or five times a week 
are requested to schedule one such 
message every third week. There's 
no compulsion: webs and sponsors 
either do or don't. 

AC’s radio division suggests a 
specific campaign for each slow 
and provides a fact sheet that ex- 
plains the drives. For November 
and December, for example, proj- 
ects suggested are American Eco- 


nomic Svstem, Religion in Ameri- 
can Life, Better Schools, CARE, 
Savings Bonds, Highway Safety, 


American Heritage and America 
(Continued on page 46) 
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‘Opry’s’ O’seas Circuit 

Following is the itinerary for 
“Grand O! Opry which is 
now in Europe playing Amer!l- 
can military installations for 
the U. S. War Dept 

Nov. 15—Wiesbaden. 

Nov. 16—Rhein-Main 

Nov. 17—Heidelberg 

Nov. 18—Berlin 

Nov. 19-——Erding 

Nov. 20--Vienna (day off) 

Nov. 21—-Vienna-Tourin 

Nov. 22-—-Neubiberg 

Nov. 23-—Furstenfeldbruck 

Nov. 24——Lansburg 

Nov. 25 Burtonwood (not 
to London) 

Nov. 26-—Azores and New- 


foundiand 





Schwimmer, Scott 
Into Chi Bigtime 
In M-F Takeover 


Chicago, Nov. 15 
Schwimmer & Scott's absorption 
of th® Mitchell-Faust agency 
marks a major move by John 
Scott and Walt Schwimmer that 
shoves their hustling outfit into 
the front ranks of the Chi agen- 





| am a 


cles 
Scott 

changes 

time in the ad 


told 
would be 


Variety that no 
made for some 
policies of the 


newly-acequired accounts, until 
S&S could take a closer look at 
the current markets 

Most of the tatter M-F accounts 
move over to S&S in the merger. 


including such veteran ad-lovers 


(Continued on ceed 51) 


GILLETTE’S ROSE BOWL 
PICKUP ON CBS (AM-TV) 


Hollywood, Nov. 15. 
The Rose Bow! game on Jan. 2 
has been picked up for the second 
vear by Gillette for both AM and 


.TV sponsorship on CBS. The Pasa- 


dena classic will be covered for 
radio by Red Barber, with the vi- 
deo play-by-piay announcer still to 
be picked. Televersion will be 
carried live by KTTV and filmed 
highlights will be flown to other 
affiliates for screening on Jan. 3 
The agency is Maxon 

This is the second year CBS has 
aired the grid contest. Previously 
it had been carried sustaining by 
NBC for 21 years 


Web Brass Resents ‘Secret’ Status 
Of Dinner on Pix vs. Radio Fight 


A new impasse appears to have 
developed between the networks 
and Justin Miller, NAB prexy, 
over the dinner scheduled in 
Washington last night (Tues.) in 
connection with the NAB’s board 
of directors meeting. The dinner 
was scheduled jointly by Miller as 
prexy of the parent organization of 
the radio industry, and Eric John- 
ston. as president of the Motios 
Picture Producers Assn. 

As MPPA boss, Johnston sent 
out invitations to the heads of the 
various film companies, while Mil- 
ler included in his invites the 
presidents and board chairmen of 
the networks. Purpose of the joint 
gathering. as far as could be dis- 
cerned from an SOS sent out to 
the network brass last week, was 
to formulate methods to stave off 
an open clash between the film 
and the radio industries, the whole 


gathering being predicated on re- 
ports that film interests were pre- 
paring to launch an open fight 
against radio 

If the network toppers failed to 
put in an appearance, and pre- 
dinrer indications were that few, 
if anv, would show, they were in- 
clined to blame it on the “dilatory 
tactics” exercised by Miller. It 
appears that the NAB prexy had 
issued invitation cards some time 
back. but a card that failed to 
give any inkling that it was any- 
thing but a social shindig. It 
wasnt until last Wednesday that 
Miller's letter of explanation went 
out describing the purpose of the 
get-together, couched, as one net- 
work president put it, “as a com- 
mand performance.” 

By that time it appears the web 
heads were saddled with commit- 
mens for the evening 


i'when few TV 


| vertisers 


With the new Hooper Pocket- 
piece, out this week, C. E. Hooper 
has inaugurated a new rating tech- 
nique The new method is de- 
signed to get him off the hook in 
the wake of mounting criticism 
that he's been short-changing 
radio, since his sample is concen- 


larger cities where 
prevalent However, 
method ot switching 
extreme has already 
considerable  contro- 
and conjecture as to the wis- 
dom of the maneuver 


trated vin the 
TV sets are 

Hocper's new 
to an opposite 
stirred up 
vers) 


Until the release of the new rat- 
ings this week, Hooper had been 
‘including in his radio sample 
homes having both radio and TV 
sets and. by virtue of the fact that 
Hooper's is a big city” sample, 
the radio drumbeaters have con- 
tended that the sample was unfair 
and not representative of radio's 
potency on an all-American level, 
since Hooper plays along with an 
audience whose loyalty is divided 
between AM and TV 


Now Hooper is 
radio sample to 
homes and. since 


confining his 
“radio only” 
he's still sticking 
to a “big cits (where the accent 
is on TV) modus operandi, his 
base of operation thus tends to be- 
come smaller and smaller. Already 
it has resulted in an upswing in 
the Hoopers With but few excep- 
tions body's come up with 
a higher Hooperating in the new 
Pocketpiece Which, of course, is 
manna for the sponsor, who likes 
his rating that way But within 
the trade it's conceded that as TV 
grows, the Hooper “radio only” 
sampling sphere must inevitably 
become -~ridiculous, with ratings 
moving higher and higher. 

Hooper's new Pocketpiece fails 
to give comparative ratings over 
the last report, when both AM and 
TV homes were included in the 
count, since he feels that the new 
“radio homes only” tallies are 
more realistic and a throwback to 
the sampling of two years ago, 
sets were around. 

The solution, it’s felt. doesn’t lie 
in the “non-integration” system ef- 
fected within the “big city” frame- 
work, but rather in the need for a 
broader sample encompassing non- 
TV areas in smaller communities. 
Without it, it's argued, Hooper is 
falling short of a realistic cross- 
pattern. 


evel 


Radio Is Selling Itself, 
Sez CBS’ Hausman, Doing 
It Via Better Programs 


By LOUIS HAUSMAN 
(CBS Director of Sales Promotion 
and Advertising) 


In last week's Variery, Roger 
Clipp claimed that radio has failed 
to sell itself to listeners and ad- 
if it were true, it would 
be a pretty serious indictment. 
Fortunately, that is not the situa- 
tion Nor do I think that any 
“public relations” program is the 
answe! 

It seems to me that the best way 
radio car¥ sell itself to the public 
is, first. to supply it with a wide 
variety of good listening. And 
secondly, to promote the availabil- 
ity of this wide range of programs 
to all radio listeners 

I think that any public relations 
efforts to convince the public that 
radio is growing represents a de- 
fensive approach ‘to the problem. 
The best way, for my money, to 
make it clear to the 39,000,000 ra- 
dio families of this country that 
radio is growing is to continue to 
give listeners bigger and better 
programs 

In the 
networks have 


few months all the 

spent more time 
and more money to do this than 
ever before in history. As far as 
CBS is concerned, I know that we 
spent five months working out a 
fall campaign in which we used 
every medium available to let the 


‘Continued on page 48) 
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Want the highest-rated 
program you can buy? 
It has won the } ighest ralings of anv s islalning 


, P . : 
program on te air...h gl er than the average 


sponsored evening show on all networks, 


. — , . : — 
It s won this against the toi o he <I compe riion 


in radio... opposite liooper te p rated chic ws, 


It's a CBS Package Program that has t | ped the 


record of all other ( BS package Ss, 


It's won higher ratings than the most famous 
ones had before they were sponse red. Higher 
than Godfrey. Higher than Wy Friend Irma. 
Higher than Suspense. Or Our Miss Brooks. 

Or My Favorite Husband. 


There is no better buy...in all network radio. 














2 


—) 

















Sener eer 


Wednesday, November 16, 1949 

















Gimeno 


——— 














For further information 
| 





on the record of this program... 


call CBS Network Sales we 
Plaza 5-2000 F 

















any 


TELEVISION 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, November 16, 1949 





indi Package Producers Finding 


Themselves Caught in a TV Squeeze 





Indie package producer has be-¢ 
come low man on the television 
totem pole, almost completely 
squeezed out in the contest still 
raging between the networks and 
ad agencies for video program con- 
trol Few of the package outfits 
which had attempted te operate on 
an exclusive TV basis have suc- 
ceeded. Only the established AM 
producers who had thei radio 
reputations and revenue to sustain 
them have been able to make the 
grade 

Nets and agencies disclaim any 
responsibility’ for the situation 
small 


They aver that too man) 

package producers, seeing a verit 
able gold mine in TV, have had 
nothing to offer in the way of a 
show except a half-hearted idea 
and some publicity releases. Few 


ot them have been able to obtain 
options on material or personali- 
ties. according to the web and 
agency spokesmen, and as a result, 
most of them have fallen by the 
wavside 

Packagers, on the other hand 
maintain they'll be necessary to vi 
deo programming once the _ ine- 
dium achieves maturity rhey 
point out that, with the anticipated 


demand for TV show ideas, the 
wiciworks and agency staf is wt!! 
have neither the time, money or 
personnel to fill that need But, 


they charge, there has been little 
incentive for any of them to con- 
tinue trying and suggest that may- 


be the agencies and webs should 
make it a little more inviting tor 


them to hang on 


World Video Leads 

Situation, as it now stacks up 
has only such heavily-financed TV 
packagers as World Video, with 
many shows on the ail Many of 
the smaller indie producers have 
spent actual out-olf-pocket money 
to get their shows a tryout Some 
of them have done so either to 
obtain a kinescope recording of 
the program, to be used in pitching 
it to potential buyers. or else to 


(Continued on _ Page 49 


Big 10 Meet To 
Huddle on Tele 


Chicago, Nov. 15. 

Television rights will be a ma- 
jor item on the Big 10 sports con- 
fab. skedded here Dec. 8-11. with 
the athletic directors set for “a 
complete review" of TV problems 
and its effect on gate attendance. 

Six Western Conference teams 
now participate in live televising 
of their games—Iilinois, Michigan. 
Minnesota, Northwestern, Ohio 
State and Wisconsin. The remain- 
ing three—Indiana, Iowa and Pur 
due ‘(Michigan State is a newly 
admitted member, but won't ap 
pear on the official grid card till 
1953 )—aren't considering TV be- 
cause local facilities are lacking 

It's not yet known whether the 
Conference will axe 1950 TV 
rights, but it’s understood there 
is at least a split in opinion on 
whether telecasts have hurt the 
1949 gate. Winning teams haven't 
suffered, but the losers are pul out 
at a gate dropoff, and are reported 
ready to make TV the scapegoat. 


No Sports Trend Away 
From FV in Minneapolis 


Minneapolis, Nov. 15 

There's no trend here of sports 
away from TV. U. of Minnesota 
has just made deal! for the first 
time to have its basketball games 
televised by WTCN. It will re 
ceive a $500 fee for each of the 
1% games. Also, the Minneapolis 
l.akers, professional basketball 
team, for the second successive 
se-son will have its games tele- 
vi-cd over the same station. 

i. of Minnesota footbal! 

«d KSTP and the latter 
i:* Minneapolis American Assn 
baseball games, too. KSTP stages 
iis own amateur boxing for TV. 
‘the lecal boxing and wrestling 
clubs don't permit their cards to 
b> televised. 

WTCN carries the U. of Minne- 
so.i basketball games at home and 
away on radio, while WLOL broad- 
casts the Lakers’ contests. Nearly 
all the local radio stations broad- 
cast the Minnesota footbal! games 








games 


televise? 


DICK TRACY OPTIONED 
FOR TELE BY ABC 


Hollywood, Nov. 15 
ABC-TV has taken an option on 
the “Dick Tracy” television series 
to which P. K. Palmer has the 


rights. Palmer acquired the rights 
to Tracy from the Chi Trib-N. Y 
News Syndicate following tne 


lapse of contract between Vallee 
Video and the Syndicate. 

ABC has paid option rights on 
the series Palmer will film the 
first 30-minute Jayout for web 
viewing. ABC will take the Tracy 
films only if the entire series can 
be sold, a net exec said. NBC took 
the films under option, paying for 
the audition reel, when Vallee had 
the rights but failure to sell caused 
option to lapse. 


KTVV, Planning Package 
Business, Mulls Tie-In 


With Major Disk Firms 


Hollywood, Nov. 15 
. is drawing up plans 
for entering into the open-end 
packaging business. Video station 
will set up a separate corporation 
to handle distribution of kinescop- 
ed television packages. Station has 
discussed possibility of incorporat- 
ing. on an equal basis, with one of 
four major record firms—RCA- 
Victor, Columbia, Decca and Cap- 
itol 

KTTV board of directors has 
made the pitch to wax firms feel- 
ing that platteries already have 
distribution set up throughout the 
country and contact with all radio 





KTTV. Inc 


tations. With this in mind it was 
figured that etching houses could 
easily include independent video 


outlets in their distribution setup 

Move into packaging biz -vould 
see KTTV putting on healthily 
budgeted shows and kinescoping 
them for indie station telensing 
Shews would be sold to local spon 
sors In each locale. Kinnie prints 


| Frisco’s 3d Tees Off 


San Francisco, Nov. 15. 

San Francisco's third television 
station, KRON-TV, premieres to- 
night on Channel 4 with a staff of 
23. headed by Charles Thieriot as 
general manager. 

Station, which will be under 
aegis of the San Francisco Chroni- 
cle. will be the NBC video outlet 
in the Bay Area. Programs will 
run from 7 p.m. until 10 p.m. Sun- 
days through Fridays. Afternoon 
programming to start Nov. 28, will 
be from 4 to 5 p.m. 


RCA Color System 
Getting Acid Test 
Vs. CBS Process 


Washington, Nov. 

RCA’‘s compatible color A. am 
will be given its acid test when it 
goes up against the CBS process in 
demonstrations here next week for 
the benefit of the FCC. Tests will be 
held Monday and Tuesday (21-22), 
with receivers set up at Temporary 
FE building and both systems trans- 
mitting from NBC studios at the 
Wardman Park hotel. 


Commission has insisted on 
demonstrations at this time 
despite efforts of RCA to postpone 
them for two months. Further 
comparative tests have been sched 
uled in February when a third 
system proposed by Color Tele- 
vision, Inc., of San Francisco, will 
participate. 

While next week’s tests will per- 
mit observers to view RCA and 
CBS color simultaneously. on re- 
ceivers placed next to each other, 
they will not make possible ap- 
praisal of identical program re- 
ception by the two systems at the 
same time. Because of differences 
in lighting requirements, cameras 
of the two companies will not be 
employed together on a particular 
program but will colorcast in se- 
quence 








these 


However, the occasion will pro- 
viee the first opportunity to judge 
the color of the two systems side- 
by-side. It will also permit com- 


would run KTTV only $50 per Parison of black and white recep- 
print. After additional print nut is ‘ion of color transmissions with 
cleared. any coin return would be Monochrome from monochrome. 
gravy . DuMont will participate for this 
KTLA is the only other indie Phase of the tests. 
outlet kinescoping shows for sta- Last week, information regard- 
tions a the country. (Continued on page 46) 
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TV's Depth of Penetration 


(Oct. 1, '49) 
No. of 
TV Sets Per 1000 
Market Stations Families Positien 
os  .seecewe en 6 6H 7 222 1 
I ee 3 192 2 
OO er l 162 3 
Di CD 6640060006068 7 155 q 
ee soetekenee 4 136 5 
0” eee 2 126 6—1Iie 
CO Pe eee 1 126 ie 
DE 2csecataaneeoe 1 124 7—tie 
errr. erry Te 2 124 7» ™ 
DY 26st sceseeesanen 3 120 8 
I ee l 118 9 
errr rere 1 lil 10 
See ee 3 107 1! 
Minneapolis-St. Paul ..... 2 106 12 
i MEE wigase cnns C0 q08 1 104 13 
,... SASS 4 91 14—tie 
TED s.<;seeeeeeeeee ceees 1 91 — = 
SED 0.5 0004000 se cows 3 90 15 
Se GED oc ctonerrennseme 1 89 16—tie 
— errr tre 1 89 16 * 
PD ctencreneneeees 1 87 17 
i Se 1 83 18 
PD in ckhdebeseaeeet | 79 19 
Atlanta (ooennees 2 73 20 
Salt Lake C ity viveneeeene 2 72 21 
Ce HU oc ccccceces l 70 22 
DED x 5 6 040006600 00600 1 58 23-—lie 
0 Perr ST 2 58 23 * 
F  .  MPEERELELELET TS 1 56 24 
ED occ ce ccesecees l 55 25 
eee, 06668000008 2 51 26 
BOOMS ccccccccseccccoces l 46 27 
GED .o cccevcccccece osece OF 45 28 
Pittsburgh .......6.600065 e -¥ 43 29 
SUE ccccccccececeoes 1 41 30 
REED césegandeedocses » - 39 31 
Charlotte .......... cecccce l 38 32 
Dn i ccieneaenons l 36 33 
Grand Rapids ............ l 34 34 
DED -€2s0e0eeseceeeesons l 33 35--1ie 
Indianapolis SETTTTTi TT l 33 35 * 
Fort Worth-Dallas ........ 2 29 36 
DE cc.censseqoeeess i 28 37 
Birmingham ............. - 2 26 38 
Kansas City .........0005- 1 25 39 
SEE xc cen etaeveeses l 20 40 
San Francisco ............ 2 18 41 
Providence .......eeeese0+ 1 16 42 


Sen. Johnson Prods FCC on Color: 
Wants TV Freeze Held Till UHF Set 





TELE SET SALES IN 
RECORD JUMP FOR 


Hollywood, Nov. 15. 

Latest figures of the Southern | 
California Radio and Electrical Ap- | 
pliance Assn. show 
October as the biggest television 
receiver sales month in the history 
of I 4 video. Survey estimates 
a total of 251,041 sets in the L. A. 
viewing area. 

There were 37,768 video sets 
sold in October. Figure is almost 
three times greater than the num- 
ber sold during June. Breakdown 
indicates 22,506 of the receivers 
sold have a screen under 10 inches 
while 22.437 have a screen over 
15 inches. Figures estimate L. A 
videw signals reach 1,255,205 per- 
sons or an average of five persons 
to each set. There has been an 
outlay of approximately $70,000,- 
000 in the viewing area. 





Nationwide Operating 
Sked Records Claimed 


By Cincy TV Siations 


Ciney’s TV marathon produced 
claims of two nationwide operating 
schedule records for October. 

Mortimer C. Watters, head man 
of the Scripps-Howard WCPO-TV, 
savs that station’s 89 hours-a-week 
air time is something unto itself. 
Added to this is the weekly sched- 
ule of 78'2 hours for Crosley’s 
WLW-TV and 47 hours for the 
Times-Star WKRC-TV, giving the 
area a three-station total of 214'2 
hours per week, pointed to as a 
high for any city. 

WCPO-TV. with ABC and Du- 
Mont linkings, howed commer- 
cially in July with a daily schedule 
of noon to 11 p.m. operation, which 
was 
longest for any video outlet. Last 
month the schedule was extended 
to 13 hours on weekdays, starting 
at 1l am. Of the 13 hours, seven 
each day constitute local program- 
ming. including Paul Dixon's two- 
hour platter sessions, which Wat- 
ters claims sets an industry mark 
of %2 hours weekly for a single 
show 

WLW-TV, affiliated with NBC, 
also carries some DuMont shows 
and ties in with Crosley video sta- 
tions in Dayton and Columbus, O. 
WKRC-TV, a CBS affiliate, has 
been stretching its operating sched- 
ule to carry the United Nations 
' sessions. 


Hub’s 177,026 Mark 


Boston, Nov. 15. 

Television sets in use in the 
Greater Boston coverage area, 
which includes Eastern Massachu- 
seits and southern parts of Maine 
and New Hampshire, now number 
177,026, according to joint survey 
taken by Hub’s video outlets. 
WNAC-TV and WBZ-TV. Survey 
shows 172.276 sets in private 
homes and 4,750 in public places. 
| This is an increase of 31,634 
‘sets since the Oct. 1 survey and is 
the largest monthly jump since 
the advent of video. 








Cleve’s 100,000 sets 


Cleveland, Nov. 15. 

Television set sales in the Great- 
er Cleveland area have passed the 
100.000 mark. Monthly survey of 
the Western Reserve 
Bureau of Business Research 
showed 13,617 sets installed in Oc- 
tober, about 1,500 above the Sep- 
tember mark. 


This brings total sets in North- 
eastern Ohio to 101,358. Of this 


total an estimated 95,643 are in 
homes. 





Lin Mason’s TV Post 


Cincinnati, Noy. 15. 

l.in Mason joins the Crosley staff 
Dec. 1. He was appointed by John 
T. Murphy, director of TV for the 
Crosley Broadcasting Corp. to take 
/over as the station’s program direc- 
tor. 
|_ Post was temporarily filled by 
Ruth Lyons, Crosley’s star femme 
performer, in addition to her AM 
and video shows which consume 
| two hours a day. 


the month of | 


University | 


+ Washington, Nov. 15. 
Chairman Edwin C. Johnson 
(D.. Col) of the Senate Commerce 
| Committee is insistent on color 
television, industry opposition not- 
| withstanding. And the Senator. 
| than whom there is no greater in- 
‘fluence on the FCC, doesn’t want 
the freeze on video lifted until 
UHF channels are allocated for Ty 
expansion and standards adopted. 
Johnson made his views known 
over the weekend in a letter to 
Commission Chairman Wayne Coy 
which he wrote to clear up any 
misunderstanding of his position 
regarding video matters before the 
agency It's suspected his episile 
was also intended as a prop to 
prevent FCC from caving in under 
a barrage of anti-color testimony 
from the industry. It’s no secret 
that prospects for favorable action 
on color at the conclusion of the 
hearings have been looking dim 
The Senator advised Coy it is 
his “earnest hope” that the Com- 
mission will “promulgate quickly 
broad and _ sufficiently general 
standards for color so that this 
essential improvement may be 
developed naturally in the tradi- 
tional American, free enterprise, 
non-monopolistic manner. The 
keener the competition the better 
Furthermore. compatibility, while 
desirable, certainly should not be 
the primary basis for a decision.” 
Just how the Commission can set 
general! standards and permit com- 
petition in color has been the big 
question before the agency. Mem- 
bers of FCC have posed the ques- 
tion frequently to top TV engineers 
in the industry without success. 
(Continued on } em pam 48) 


K.C. Bans Video 


In Liquor Stores 


Kansas City, Nov. 15 

Television is out in Kansas liq- 
uor stores. according to a ruling 
handed down last week by Arthur 

A. Herrick. state director of Alco- 
holic Beverage Control. Television 
sets in liquor stores would consti- 
tute an inducement to the public 
to patronize the stores, and such 
practices are forbidden by the 
Kansas statutes. A number of 
stores already have sets, and a 
number of others had planned in- 
stallations. 

Kansas liquor stores are in their 
first year of operation since the 
state became the 46th wet state. 
| Repeal was approved in the 1948 
election. and the liquor store sys- 
tem adopted by the legislature. 

Under regulations of the legisla- 
ture liquor is available for sale 
only in bottles. and sales may not 
be pushed by merchandising prac- 
tices. Store owners are forbidden 
to have outside signs or lights, al- 
though the inside of the store may 
be as brilliantly lighted as the own- 
er desires, provided none of the 
tubing or lights forms a sign. Un- 
der the “no-merchandising” clause, 
Herrick has also ruled that stores 
may not decorate for the holiday 
season. 

The control commission already 
has a ruling prohibiting loitering 
in liquor stores, which more or less 
made television sets unprofitable 
as an attraction previoysly. 


Md. Court Denies Video 
Included in AM Rights 


Baltimore, Nov. 15. 

Maryland Court of Appeals, 
state's highest tribunal, rejected a 
claim by the Century Athletic Club 
| here that broadeast rights to sports 
events included television rights 
along with radio. Decision, which 
was unanimous with all six sitting 
judges, denied the plea of the club, 
which conducts weekly boxing 
‘bouts at the local Coliseum, that 
its contract. which included “the 
privilege of br oadcasting.’ ” included 
the right to “transmit by tele- 
vision.” The court held this could 
have been made explicit by the use 
of such words as “televise” OF 

“telecast.” 
| Ruling reverses previous verdict 
by local court in favor of the box- 
ing club. which maintained that 
contract was signed in 1941 when 
there were only nine commercial 
television stations in the country. 


heralded at the time as the, 














a 











Wednesday, November 16, 


%% 


1949 


TELEVISION 41 





—_—_ 








WNBT ‘City at Midnight’ on-Location ‘COST Ou! 


Technique Presents Raft of Problems 


Midnight,”’ first 
vision dramatic series to be 
scanned entireiy irom remote loca- 
tions, is encountering considerably 
more production hurdles than were 
faced by the Hollywood producers 
pioneered in “on-location” 
shooting. Where the latter, for the 
most part, had only to worry about 
police permission and cooperation, 
the Scheck-Dahlman-Black package 
outfit which produces “City” had 
New York City’s traffic problems to 
surmount, as well as those arising 


“City at 


who 


from TV's own limitations. Show, 
sponsored by Bedford Stores, is 
aired Tuesday nights from 11 to 
midnight over WNBT, NBC's N. Y 
flagship. 

Working on an extremely small 


budget, the show's producers can- 
not carry their own transformers 
around for power supply, as most 
film producers have done As a 
result, according to exec producer 
Lou Dahlman, they have been 
forced to limit their choice of loca- 
tions only to those where the power 
supply matches video's needs—110 
volts on AC current only. In ad- 
dition, no action can be staged 
more than 400 feet from the came- 
ras which must trail those coaxial 
cables behind them. 

Dahiman said he has received 
full police cooperation, but, while 
the police will rope off a street to 
keep the neck-stretchers out of 
camera view, they cannot close off 
traffic. Producers also are not per- 
mitted to work across an intersec- 
tion, and thus must confine their 
story to a single city block. And, 
Dahiman said, the power lines for 
the lights must be strung 14 feet 
above the sidewalk, which in itself 
is a limiting factor. Show, carry- 
ing a crew of 30-35 men, — 
from two mobile camera trucks; 
station wagon which can be pre —- 
into service as a dolly, and a jeep 
Four cameras are used on each 
program. 

With everybody trying to get into 
the act, Dahiman said he has faced 
no problem in lining up bystanders 
as extras, but must get a written 
release from each face appearing 

(Continued on page 50) 


Tele Dramatics 
Cop Nielsens, Too 


Confirming reports of the grow- 
ing popularity of television dra- 
matic shows, the A. C. Nielsen 
projectable TV ratings for the 
metropolitan N. Y. area for Octo- 
ber list five such programs among 
the top 10. High-raters are split 
evenly among  legit-type and 
vaudeo shows, but the latter cate- 
gory took down the first four 
places. Milton Berle’s “Texaco 
Star Theatre,” as in all other rat- 
ing surveys, copped the No. 1 posi- 
tion, with a 74.9 based on a per- 
centage of the number of homes 
in the area reached by the show. 


Nielsen figures represent an- 
other step in that company’s bat- 
tle with the C. E. Hooper organiza- 
tion for lead position among the 
raters. While Hooper bases his 
monthly ratings on a single-week 
survey, Nielsen's are based on rec- 
ords for four weeks. Notable 





among Nielsen's findings was the , 


fact that all the top 10 TV shows 
were viewed in over 250, 000 homes 
Per broadcast, with “Texaco” av- 
eraging 557,000 homes. During the 
air time of programs listed, the 
Percentage of TV homes viewing 
ranged from 65.8% to 683.2°%, 
while radio usage in TV homes 
ranged from 5.1% to 12.2°% 


Following are Nielsen's Top 10 
for N. Y. during October: 
Texaco Star Theatre 
Toast of the Town 
Talent Scouts. 


Olsen & Johnson. ........ 39 
Phileo TV Playhouse ....... 383 
Fireside Theatre cooceoe. Ge 
Deldbergs .............:. 38 
OO ~eee 37.7 
Ford TV Theatre... éeeen 36.4 
Cavalcade of Stars... coccccess SOO 
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WSAZ-TV’s Kickoff Hoopla 


Huntington. W. Va.. Nov. 15 


WSAZ-TV. West Virginia’s first 
video station, preemed tonight 
with Gov (Key Patteson Mayor 
W. W. Payne and Frank Folsom, 
RCA prexy, taking part in the cere 


monies Tele station is managed 
by Lawrence H. Rogers II and has 
affiliation pacts with the four TV 
webs 

In addition to the dedication, 
outlet aired “Kukla, Fran and Ol- 
lie,” “Veice of Firestone” and a 
“Premier Varieties” with local tal 
ent, including Hoad Copas and his 
Buckaroos, Texas Slim and his 
Prairie Buckaroos and the Mar 


shall College Madrigal Club 


TV Loses Strong 
Champ If Veeck 
Sells His Indians 


Cleveland, Nov. 15. 
If Bill Veeck sells the Cleveland 
Indians, as current rumors say he 
will, radio and television will lose 
a major voice at the coming De- 
cember meeting of baseball 
ecutives. 








Veeck has long been peeved at | 


certain practices aimed against 
broadcasting and telecasting 
games. He’s a firm believer in 
the principle of letting people see 
and hear the games in order to 
create more interest. 

“If they can’t come during the 
week, they'll come on holidays and 
weekends,” he said, “but the point 
is interest must be created.” 

Veeck has two specific incidents 
in mind, and if he’s still in base- 
ball when the bigwigs gather with 
Baseball Commissioner A. B 
chandler, Veeck is said to be de- 
termined to toss fireworks into the 
confab. 

The first incident deals with 
American League President Will 
Harridge’s rejection of telecasting 
of Cleveland Indians’ ball games 
over a coaxial to WICU. The tele- 
cast was to have been the same 
as carried over WEWS Edward 
Lamb. owner of WICU, had of- 
fered to pay line charges, etc., for 
telecast rights, and Veeck had 
tentatively agreed. But Harridge 
stepped into the picture, turned 
down the telecasting rights and 
added “we will defend our posi- 
tion legally, if necessary.” 

The second issue came during 
the closing days of the season, 
when the New York Yankees were 
at Boston in one of the crucial 
games that decided the pennant 


winner The Indians’ weren't 
playing that day and WEWS 
wanted to pick up the Bosox- 


Yanks game. However, the Yanks 
had gone on record that televising 
their games outside New York is 
again®t club policy. Veeck spent 
hours in long-distance calls trying 
to get the Yanks to change their 
ruling, but to no avail. Veeck’s 
argument was that “for the good of 
the game” the Yanks should have 
permitted telecasting. At no point 
could it have interfered with gate 
receipts. 


Ex-Allen Scripters To 
Schwartz’s ‘Inside USA’ 


Bailey and Terry Ryan, 
writers on the Fred Allien 
radio show, were pacted this week 
to script Arthur Schwartz's “Inside 
U.S.A. With Chevrolet.” They take 
over for the next stanza on CBS- 
TV. which will be aired Nov. 24 
under the series’ twice-a-month 
system 

Bailey and Ryan replace Sam 
Taylor. He is leaving the video 
show to complete his script for the 
upcoming Rodgers & Hammerstein 
legiter, “The Happy Time,” which 
he is ‘adapting from a novel by 
Robert Fontain. 
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Television advertisers, on whose 
purses rest the future of the me 
dium, are now spending an esti 
mated $20,000,000 yearly in talent 
and production’ costs Figure 
which includes only the 76 pro 
grams given network airing 
doubies that spent last spring. ‘See 
talent cost chart on page 44.) 

Total ad budgets on video, of 
course, exceed that $20,000,000 


Estimate does not reflect the time 
charges for such programs nor does 
it take into account the sums spent 
annually for TV spots nor for 
shows sponsored on a local basis 


Swing of the big network adver- 
tisers into TV, however, points up 


their acceptance of the medium as 


a potent selling force despite its 
present limited circulation. Both 
CBS and NBC are practically sold 
out on their cream time slots, with 
the excepticn of Saturday night 
which is still wide open on both 
webs. 

While the TV billings of ABC 
CBS, DuMont and NBC have 


mounted steadily, VArieTy's survey 
of radio talent and _ production 
costs three weeks ago revealed a 
$10,000,000 dip over last year. 
Both agency and network heads. 
however, see no correlation be- 
tween the two, with the dropoff in 
radio billings viewed more as a 
general tightening up of sponsor 
spending due to general economic 
conditions 
Texaco’s 30G Tops 

TV lineup reveals that variety 
and musical production programs 
generally carry the highest talent- 
production costs. Milton Berle’s 
“Texaco Star Theatre,” for ex- 
ample, is the costliest show now on 
the air with a weekly budget of 
$30,000. Figure is almost double 
that of last year, with the boost at- 
tributed to Berle’s pay hike ‘he’s 
now getting $9,900 per week) and 
the stress on greater production for 
the finale numbers each week. 

Hour-long dramatic shows are 
only slightly less costly, with their 
budgets determined by their use of 
name talent. “Kraft TV Theatre,” 
and “Studio One,” for example, 
which usually feature lesser-known 
actors, cost $10,000 and $11,000 re- 
spectively. “Philco TV Theatre,” 
which uses established name stars, 
runs about $13,000 per week, while 
“Ford Theatre,” which relies al- 
most exclusively on top-name ac- 
tors, averages about $17,500 weekly. 
Half-hour TV legiters, on the other 
hand, carry average weekly 
budget of about $8,500. 

Young & Rubicam and J. Walter 
Thompson are tied with eight 
shows each for top honors among 
the ad agencies in TV. Y.&R., 
however, represents more money, 
with its list of programs, averaging 
$64,500 a week, topped by General 
Electric’s “Fred Waring Show.” 
JWT, with the upcoming “Kay 
Kyser Show” as its top-budgeter, 
handles about $57,000 weekly in 
talent-production billings. 


Triple-Threat Carol’s 
Young & Gay TV Heart 


Indie package producer Carol Ir- 
win became the first triple-threat 
femme agent on television this 
week. With “Mama” now aired 
via CBS-TV and “Stage Door” 
scheduled for an early preem on 
that web, she sewed up TV rights 
this week to “Our Hearts Were 
Young and Gay.” novel by Emily 
Kimbrough and Cornelia Otis 
Skinner 

Both “Stage Door.” originally 
scripted by Edna Ferber and 
George S. Kaufman. and “Hearts” 
will form the basis of a weekly se- 
ries of half-hour dramatic shows 
on CBS, same as is now done with 
“Mama.” Web programming of- 
ficials and Miss Irwin are now in 
the process of casting “Stage 
Door,” and the show is slated for 
a kinescope audition in the near 
future. CBS, incidentally, has a 
similar series now on the air 
based on “Front Page,” play by 
Ben Hecht and Charles MacAr- 
thur. 


an 
asee 





TVS $20,000,000 PROGRAM NUT 











| 
| 


Amer. Tobacco’s Montgomery Show 


Follows TV Alternate Week Pattern 





Garland Play on TV 


One-act play penned by N. \ 
Journal American drama _ criti 
Robert Garland will be presented 
on NBC-TV's Chevrolet Tele 
rheatre’ Dec. 5 Titled “At Night 
All Cats Are Gray,” the half-hour 
TV version will co-star Basil Rath 
bone and Meg Mundy 


acters to 
the first 


Garland has nine one- 
his credit but this will be 
to be adapted for video 


Sth Tele Network, 


Headed by WOR, 
Cuing Problems 


A fifth television network, 
headed up by WOR-TV, N. Y., ap- 
years to be in the offing and may 


make the present tight cable alloca- 


tions picture even more of a 
problem. 
Move towards a WOR-TV chain 


is likely to come at the next con- 
fab on coaxial allocations. At the 
last meeting, which set allocations 
for three months through the end 
of the year, WOR at first demanded 
equal time with ABC-TV, NBC-TV 
CBS-TV and DuMont. Finally it 
bowed out of the deal on the 
promise that whenever it wanted 
time on the cables the other net- 
works would assign it the facilities 
within seven days. If no time 
would be surrendered, the matter 
would be settled within 30 days 
according to the agreement. 

In the parleys, the other webs 
opposed WOR'’s request for west- 
bound cable time on the grounds 
that it had no affiliates to feed in 
Chi, as all four TV stations in the 
Windy City at present have affilia- 
tions. However, one Chi outlet, al- 
though owned and operated by an- 
other network, has signified its 
willingness to take WOR-TV pro- 
grams. The ressen for such a 
move is that the web would rather 
have its station take a WOR com- 
mercial than one of its own sus- 
tainers, particularly in view of the 
heavy losses in tele. 

WORsTYV could also feed WOIC, 

‘Continued on page 48) 


Hub Packs ’Em in For 
Pilgrim Theatre TV’ing 
Of N.D.-N. Car. Grid Game 


Boston, Nov. 15 

An exclusive full-screen’ video 
showing of the Notre Dame-North 
Carolina football game at Hub's 
Pilgrim theatre pulled an enthusi- 
astic near capacity crowd into this 
1,700 seater, last Saturday (12). 
Piped in over the DuMont net- 
work, game was shown in conjunc- 
tion with the regularly skedded 
double feature bill with regular 
prices prevailing. 

Pilgrim, which is the flagship of 
local ATC chain, is the only Hub 
theatre presently equipped to 
handle TV on its full screen with 
equipment installed to handle the 
World Series last month. Success 
of World Series experiment in- 
duced operators of chain to bring 
remaining Notre Dame games to 
Hub screen and solid turnout 
seems to prove that such presen- 
tations are very definitely box- 
office. Present plans now call for 
stepped-up sked of video showings 
of future important news and 
sport events. 


WXEL PREPS FOR PREEM 


Cleveland, Nov. 15 

Cleveland's third television sta 
tion, WXEL, is preparing to go 
on the air. An informal inspec 
tion of the station was held today 
(15), following a luncheon 

Station is located on suburban 
Parma, and will telecast on Chan- 
nel 9. 





—_—__—_ ¢ 


_ topped 


American Tobacco was near the 
tinal inking stages this week with 
Robert Montgomery for a new 
hour-long television dramatic se- 
ries Plan is to air the show once 
every two weeks, on the same sys 
tem that “Ford TV Theatre and 

Inside 1 S. A. with Chevrolet” 


are now programmed. No network 


nor starting date have been deter 
mined. Agency on the account is 
N. W. Aver 

Slotting the show on an alter- 
nate week basis indicates a grow- 
ing trend among TV bankrollers to 
limit their activities to that sys- 
tem While both the Ford show 
and “Inside U. S. A.” are tenta- 
tively scheduled to go once-week 
ly after the first of the year, both 
are reported considering sticking 
to their present setups. In addi- 
tion, Texaco is now considering 
airing Milton Berle’s “Texaco Star 
Theatre” on alternate weeks only 
tarting next year and Speidel may 
do the same with the Ed Wynn 
show : 

There are several reasons ad- 
vanced for the ‘twice-monthly pro- 
gramming In addition to the 
growing costs of TV production 
and increasing network time 
charges, the agencies are also 
leery that performers trying to do 
the same type show week after 
week on video may wear out their 
welcome with audiences. Too, un- 


til video can develop scripters to 
turn out the tremendous amount 
of material necessary, there will 
continue to be a shortage of plays, 
vaudeo skits, etc. And, some of 
the agencies are reported § con- 
vinced that TV can have as much 
ales impact on an alternate week 
basis as radio now has on a once- 
weekly system. 

Montgomery's new video show, 
if the deal jells, will not affect his 
present 15-minute radio news com- 
mentary show for ABC Latter 
program is now aired Thursday 
nights. 


§ CBS Stations 
Hike Tele Rates 


Following the lead of other 
television networks, eight stations 
on the CBS-TV web have upped 
their base time charges effective 
this month or on Dec. 1 List is 
by WCBS-TV, the web's 
owned-and-operated N. Y. flagship, 
which has boosted its charge for 
Class A time from the previous 
$1500 to $2,000 per hour. Ten 
other video outlets affiliated with 
CBS had raised their rates effec- 
tive Nov. 1. 

In disclosing the 
schedule, CBS-TV 


new charge 
sales manager 


David V. Sutton emphasized that 
they are based on an increase in 


set circulation in each city. Thus, 
he said, the trend in advertising 
costs is “markedly downward.” In 
January, 1949, families in these 
market areas were served at a 
cost of $6.16 per thousand. By 


(Continued on page 48) 


‘PACIFIC STORY’ PREEM 
OFF TILL SEPT., ’50 


Albany, Nov. 15 
Time mag's videozation of the 
“Pacific Story” in World War II, 
as a followup to the recently com- 





pleted 26-week “Crusade in Eu- 
rope” program, will not be re- 
leased until September, 1950, to 
allow the public, and veterans in 
narticular, time in which to ac- 
quire tele sets. Frank Shea, sales 
manager for “March of Time” and 
other film and television features 
of the company, said in Albany 
(10) “We expect the audience in 


the latter part of 1950 will be dou- 
ble if not triple the present tele- 
vision audience.” 

Editing on the “Pacific Story,” 
the video version of which will 
run 39 weeks, is under way. “Cru- 
sade in Europe” was based on Gen- 
eral Dwight D. Eisenhower’s 
book. 
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THE RUGGLES 
With Charles Ruggles, Irene Ted- 


row, Margaret Kerry, Tommy 
Bernard, Judy Nugent, Jimmy | 
Hawkins 


Producer: Robert Raisbeck 
Director: George M. Cahan 
Writer: Fred Howard 
30 Mins.; Thurs., 9:30 p. m. 
Sustaining 
ABC-TV (Kinescope recording) 
Charles Ruggles projects 
same confused, harassed quality he 
created with good comic effect on 
the screen to this new TV stanza, 
now beamed to the east and mid- 
west from the Coast kinescope re- 
cording That the show doesn't 
register as a click is the fault of 
the scripting, which on the preem 
Thursday (10) had only the sketch- 
jest of plots. Story was merely 
how Ruggles found his family in 
the throes of a square-dance craze 
and after arguing unsuccessfully 
with the missus and the kids suc- 
cumbed to the rural jitterbug 
Earlier sequences were slow 
moving and cliche; but the second 
half picked up pace in Ruggles 
struggles with the folk quadrille 
Star's thesping was slick, al- 
though some of the situations were 
slapsticky, while Irene Tedrow did 
a competent job as the spouse and 
the various youngsters were play- 
ed appealingly Visually the pro- 
duction was good, with a cozy 
home setting of four rooms and 
a fifth locale provided by Rug- 
gles’ office. Camera work and 
direction were precise, which 
should spur ABC to hypo its script 
Rril 


the | 


STUDIO A 

With Bob Russell 

60 Mins.; Mon thru Fri., 3 p.m. 
Participating 

WCAU-TV, Philadelphia 

Bob Russell is the whole show 
on “Studio A,” which fiills the 3 to 
4 pm. segment of WCAU-TV's 
afternoon telecast, “Take 10,” an 
elaborate video attempt to lure 
the daytime listeners from their 
AM disk and ‘sports shows. 

A good baritone as well as a 
nitery emcee of long repute, Rus- 
sell has a high score locaily for his 
handling the intros and the enter- 
tainment side of the Atlantic City 
beauty pageant. He is a natural 
in charge of this afternoon mixture 
of interviews with personalities, 
fashion shows, light comedy, song 
sequences and amateurs intent on 
displaying their wares. 

“Studio A” has a little of all 
these things and is slanted heavily 
for women, with the Fashion Group 
shows, which exhibit clothes for 
the average femme. Fashion Group 
represents most of the town’s ma- 
~ stores and the WCAU-TV tiein 

as some 30 shops displaying their 
frocks, millinery, accessories, etc.., 
with a different shop daily. 

Show has a “Big Moment” slant, 
which gives amateur talent a 
chance to strut. Young male sing- 
er had tryout on this show. Rus- 
sell's easy manner with guests, his 
assured vocalizing and okay ap- 
pearance add up to surefire video. 
Announced here, however, that the 
star is leaving program to go into 
the Shuberts’ Spanish musical, “A 
Night in Spain” (“Cabalgata’’). 

Gagh. 


TEENAGE BARN 

With Shirley Pezzula, Louis Palm- 
er, Bob Murphy, Art De Luke, 
Shirley Santandrea, Jean Coffey, 
others 

Producer: Tommy Sternfeld 

Director: Bob Stone 

30 Mins.; Fri., 9:30 p.m. 

RUSSO APPLIANCES STORE 

WRGB-TV, Schenectady 

{Nolan & Twitchell) 


Show, running 30-odd weeks, is 
the video version of “Backyard 
Follies,” aired by WABY for two 


aay and now broadcast by WGY. 
wo casts are used, most of the 
rincipals alternating. Tommy 
ternfeld, Albany talent develop- 
er, dancing teacher and former 
vaudeville-musical comedy _ per- 
former, has presented. more than 
100 Capital District youngsters 
during the series. “Barn” is not 
— wey professional and could 
hardly be expected to reach that 
standard, in view of participants’ 
ree bracket is about 13 to 


Three viewings indicate a size- 
able amount of talent in the 
troupe, although it is not evenly 
divided. There are high spots in 
singing, dancing and instrumental 

laying: handling of dialog varies. 

me of the teenage dressing does 
net adapt too well to telecameras, 
this being partciularly true of the 
rolled dungarees worn by several 
principals. Those in slacks 
evening pane photograph bet- 
the latter not 

strictly “barn” ee 
aco. 
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10TH ANNIVERSARY SHOW 

With Al Zink, William A. Hedges, 
Dr. W. R. G. Baker, Jack Van 
Volkenberg, Paul Winchell, RK. 
B. Hanna, Garry Stevens, others 

Producer: Duff Brown 

60 Mins.; Thurs., 6 p.m. (Nov, 10) 


| WRGB-TV Schenectady . 
Viewers were taken behind the | 

‘scenes for a closeup of television 

| station operation and equipment 


on an hour-long program which 
the 10th anniversary of 
WRGB. For the first time here- 
abouts at least, they saw shows in 
rehearsal and presentation, the 
cueing of network features, the 
master control room, panel board, 
projection room and other angles 
of two-level structure. Supple- 
menting these were a pair of five- 
minute salutes from NBC and CBS 
in New York. 

In view of the scope, intricacy, 
newness and scriptlessness, pro- 
gram represented a high order of 
workmanship. Delays and slipups 
were surprisingly few, thanks to 
fine ad libbing by program direc- 
tor Al Zink and the excellent co- 
operation of a large group of art- 
ists and technicians New cam- 
eras and other equipment were 
displayed in the $300,000 refur- 
bishing of WRGB. 

Local entertainers, drawn from 
sustaining and sponsored shows, 
incluuded Garry Stevens and “TV 
Showcase” personnel; Sue Yager, 
of “The Musical Teller;” Lyle Bos- 
ley and Betty Samsel of “Visit to 
the Wehsters;’ Howard Tupper, 
“The Weatherman;” Bob Tennant 
and Ted Raughn of “Chevrolet 
News Reel;” Bob Bender of Gen- 
eral Electric and General, Tire 
Sports programs; Paul Winchell 
and his dummy (on film) three- 
sheeted, with CBS veepee Jack 
Van Volkenburg, for present and 
future Columbia videos. 

Van Volkenburg made a _ sur- 
prisingly direct pitch for purchase 
by the public of sets. 

Veepee Hedges extended NBC's 
congratulations to “a real televi- 
sion pioneer in Schenectady” for 
‘a great job,” adding “10 years 
from now we will again be with 
you.” R. B. Hanna, WRGB-WGY- 
WGFM stations chief, who was in- 
terviewed by Bender, pledged that 
GE and WRGB would continue to 
present the best in sports and en- 
tertainment. The telecasting of 
CBS, ABC and DuMont programs 
by an NBC affiliate was an 

aco. 


MAKE BELIEVE BALLROOM 

With Al Jarvis, guests 

Director: Louis Boonshaft 

4:45 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 1 p.m. 

Participating 

KLAC-TV, from Hollywood 
KLAC-TV made its daytime de- 

but Monday (7) with a four hour 

and 45 minute program emceed 

by Al Jarvis. Jarvis, who uses his 

radio “Make Believe Ballroom” 

title, carries the entire time allot- 

ment into an informal ad lib vein. 


Layout embodies music, using 
records, sportscasts and _ inter- 
views. 

Jarvis handles the = situation 


capably, quipping with whoever 
walks into camera range in a free 
and easy manner. Plattérs are 
put on and camera lazily follows 
Jarvis around the lot as he jests 
with guests. Initial roster in- 
cluded songwriters and _  song- 
pluggers, publicists, vocalists, 
musicians and housewives. 

Jarvis eats his lunch on the 
show and during first week had 
his barber and manicurist in to 
cut his hair and clip his nails. 
Both were subjected to pancake 
makeup for the chore. Yesterday 
set owners viewed a wedding. To- 
morrow no one Knows what is 
likely to happen. 

Layout is a natur@ as a money 
maker for the station. Production 
cost is held to a minimum and ex- 
ploitation at a maximum. Jarvis 
piugs the video layout on his AM 
show along with the rest of sta- 
tion’s disk jockey roster. Success 
story is discernible when it is 
noted that platter jockey went into 
first week of operation with 20 
spots scheduled for the week. 
Friday (11) saw 150 one and two- 
minute spots scheduled for the 
forthcoming week. KLAC is sell- 
ing only spots on the show with 
prices ranging from $13 for 15 
seconds to $25 for two minutes. 
These rates will 
hiked. 


In addition to Jarvis, Jim Mac-— 


Namara and Sam Balter give 
sports and race results whenever 
it’s convenient. Station has set 
up a large size blackboard with 
race results. Camera follows the 
board as MacNamara rattles off 
the outcome of each race. 

KLAC had lighting troubles on 
its first day but this was straight- 
ened out before the week got very 
far along. Camera work, too, was 
shaky early in the week but im- 
—— as director Lou Boonshaft 

ame accustomed to the move- 


| mont of the spontaneous show. 


Free. 


be gradually 
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| TELEVISION ON PARADE 

With Red River Dave, Melissa 
Smith, Rosita, Bud Vinson and 
Johnny Dugan, Jerry Lee, Dick 
Perry, Melvin Winters orch, 


| others 
' Producer-director: J. R. Duncan | 
| 180 Mins., Nov. 7, 8, 9 
WOAIE-TV, San Antonio 
Television finally came to San 
Antonio and highlighting the event 
was a three-day show staged by 
the Appliance Assn. of San An- 
tonio, composed of local radio and 
television set distributors and deal- 
ers, and San Antonio’s first TV 
outlet, WOAI-TV which has begun 
its test pattern operations. The 
show was presented for a three 
hour period during the afternoon 
and again during the evening. 
Each afternoon various high 
schools presented a group of the 
most outstanding entertainers on 
the student body. 


Although this was the start of 
the WOAI-TV test pattern opera- 
tion and despite the fact that sets 
have to be properly adjusted as 
well as the WOAI-TV equipment, 
and the cameramen were just 
getting the feel of the TV cameras, 
reception was excellent. Set own- 
ers reported in to the station from 
as far away as 88 miles, all viewers 
stating that reception was ex- 
cellent. Some fading and interfer- 
ence caused by automobiles and 
electrical machines was reported 
and this will be cleared up in time 
for the commercial debut of 
WOAI-TV scheduled for Dec. 11. 

Local video watchers saw their 
frionds parade hefore the WOAT 
TV cameras at the show and heard 
them being interviewed. They 
were given an opportunity to see 
what makes the camera operate 
and how it operates, the duties of 
the cameraman, all done in a non- 
technical manner by J. R. Duncan, 
program director of WOAITI-TV. 
More of the inside story by Duncan 
on TV and how it operates could 
make up a good video series. Then 
viewers saw top WOAI talent per- 
form and then local amateurs 
compete for the title of Mr. and 
Miss Television. To break up the 
“live” talent there were also one 
or two film productions which gave 
viewers an opportunity to compare 
film presentations with the live 
presentations. 

Among the top WOAI talent in 
the series was Melissa Smith, 
former vocalist with Herace Heidt. 

‘Her voice and personality regist- 
; ered well and should prove a draw- 
| ing card when she makes her debut 
in a regular series. 

Providing a Latin flavor was 
Rosita, Spanish-American singer 
who pleased with her rendition of 
“Rumbatella.”” Her spanish costume 
photographed well. 

Red River Dave, cowboy singer 
proved that he was also photogenic 
and easy on the eyes as he is on 
the ears. Newcomers on the local 
entertainment scene were Bud Vin- 
son, ventriloquist and his dummy, 
Johnny Dugan. The duo should 
prove entertaining with their offer- 
ings of songs and jokes in a lighter 
vein. Melvin Winters and the piano 
and the WOAI-TV band provided 
the musical accompaniment as 
well as being seen and heard in 
solo spots. roup is composed of 
Emilio Caceres, violinist: Marcus 
Morales, bass; A. Jay Rozance, 
accordion; and Dick Ketner, elec- 
tric guitar. Caceres was outstand- 
ing in his presentation of “Jig 
in G.” 

Turning in good jobs as m.c’s 
of the affair were Jerry Lee and 
Dick Perry. 

On the final night four young- 
sters, two boys and two girls com- 
peted in the Mr. and Miss Televi- 
sion finals. Joyce Frith, showed 
smart talent in her tap routine 
and as a finale came back to do a 
tap routine while skipping rope. 
Raymond Ramos, Latin song styl- 
ist, who makes a fine appearance 
and nice voice was heard in 
“Magic is the Moonlight.” These 
ie were — Mr. and Miss 

elevision and awarded r 
with WOAI-TV. pene 

_ All in all it was a fine introduc- 
tion to TV and what it promises 
to bring in the way of entertain- 
ment to local viewers Andy. 





| 
WES FESLER TALKS | 
J ies Fesler, guests: Lero 
Bradford, Jim Hanley, Robert 
Watts, Ralph Hoyer and Oscar 
me 
ucer: E. Ashley Dawes 
30 Mins., Thurs., 7:30 p.m. 
ee CARLSON DEAL- 
WBNS-TV, Columbus 
efore it ever got on the air 
WBNS-TV tied up Wes Fesler. 
Ohio State's football coach, with an 
exclusive contract to talk foot- 
ball once a week. This was one 
of the smartest moves in the local 
trade, for Columbus is notoriously 
a football-mad town, teeming with 
clubs such as the Downtown 
| Sustestache and other business 


(Continued on page 51) ' 


Tele Follow-Up Comment 


| ee A Det et A 


Ed Wynn’s show of Thursday | 
(10) presented a few minor devia- | 
tions from his generally excellent 
format. Several gags seemed to 
have no integration with the rest 
of the show, but despite these’ 
drawbacks the overall tone of the 
layout was in the high plane estab- 
lished by this vet comic. 

Wynn's’ ingratiating =manner 
probably represents the highest 
comedic development for living- 
room reception. His is a clean, 
comparatively quiet type of humor! 
that makes for reiaxed viewing 
while sneaking in the Speidel 
watch-band commercials in an un- 
obtrusive and entirely palatable 
manner. 

Outside talent on this show com- 
prised Peggy Lee, whose two 
numbers were effective, and an 
unbilled skating act that provided 
a change of pace. 





“Apartment M-C,” 15 minute do- 
mestic comedy show now aired 
three times weekly on WOR-TV. 


is one of the more easily-liked 
programs on that new station. 
Show last Saturday night (12) 


couldn't quite top the hurdle of a 
weak script but was imbued with 
a relaxed, easy atmosphere which 
made for pleasant viewing. Better 
writing job could make this a good 
bet for some local bankroller. 

Show revolves around the day- 
id-Gay ahiucs vi Join atid Barbara 
Gay, actual married couple who 
portray themselves, with the hus- 
band doubling as writer. Their 
thesping was okay. Show was 
played against a neat-looking mod- 
ern living room and kitchen set, 
with production and direction by 
indie packager Harvey Marlowe 
taking full advantage of the back- 
grounds. 





“Philco Television Playhouse” 
presented a neat adaptation of 
“The Promise,” novel by Mildred 
Cram, via NBC-TV Sunday night 
(13). A warm-hearted fantasy with 
a modified “Outward Bound” twist, 
the hour-long play told the story 
of a young show business couple 
headed for divorce because of their 
conflicting careers. The faith in- 
spired in them by a “Mr. Jordan” 
character who revives them after 
a motor crash leads to their recon- 
ciliation. 

Adaptation by Sam Taylor left 
it up to the viewers to determine 
whether there was any truth to 
the story. As a result, the ending 
was slightly confusing. Script re- 
volved almost entirely around Wil- 
liam Eythe and Kim Hunter, as 
the couple, and Edgar Stehli, as 
the gent who saved them. FEythe, 
who hasn't fared too well in pre- 
vious TV efforts. did a sock job on 
this one. and Miss Hunter was 
equally good. Stehli tended to 
overdramatize his dialog in spots. | 
Production and direction by Fred | 
Coe were good, particularly those 
first-act camera shots of the boy 
and girl driving through a rain-| 
storm. 





“Tonicht on Breadway's” pre- 
sentation eof scenes from the 
Lillian Hellman-Marc  Blitzstein 
collaboration, “Regina,” represent- | 
ed strong emotional fare, which 
hopped from one grim and taut 
high point to another. The sordid 
story of the Hubbard family skull- 
duggeries was stiff fare as “The 
Little Foxes,” but with addition of 
Blitzstein’s music, the scenes 
selected seemed to accentuate the 
highly emotional character of Miss 
Hellman’s study. 

Show was distinguished by the 
taut performance of Jane Pickens 
as the central figure of the opus. 
She esssayed the difficult arias in 
a manner which breught out the 
musical and dramatic vafues. 
Priscilla Gillette, Brenda Lewis, 
Russell Nype and others con- 
tributed to a highly dramatic ses- 
sion. The work itself was probably 
too emotionally sustained for re- 
laxing Sunday evening entertain- 
ment. Sir Cedric Hardwicke did 
well with the comment, intelligent 
scene-setting explanations. 


Billy Rose, who ekes out a 
fashionable subsistence as a syn- 
dicated columnist, saloonkeeper, 
songwriter, producer, theatre op- 





erator and farmer. frequently finds 
ra few assorted goldmines as by- 


products of his activities in his 
various fields. There have been 
some shorts made from themes | 
provided in some of his columns. | 
One of his pillars provided the 
basis of Tuesday's (8) “Suspense.” 
Rose spun an interesting yarn 
labeled “Surprise” telling of an 
elderly gent married to a youthful 
bride who takes to a chap nearer 
her age. The husband eventually 
commits suicide but before doing 
80. arranges matters so that it 
looks like his bride did him in. 
Although the suspense isn't an 


| special 
' York” but had not memorized the 


ee 
essential element of the shew, pro- 
duction told a basically good story 
with an O’Heriryesque ending. it 
was a good all-around production 
with an excellent cast headed by 
Meg Mundy as the erring bride, 
while Edgar Stehli did very well 
as the husband. Russell Collins 
and Charlton Heston provided 
good support. Joseph Liss, as 
usual, made a smooth adaptation. 





Arthur Schwartz's “Inside 
U.S.A. with Chevrolet” was ex. 
tremely spotty on CBS-TV Thurs- 
day night (10). Bad spots were 
traceable directly to unimaginative 
writing which failed almost com- 
pletely to underline the talents of 
guestars David Niven and Marvy 
Wilkes or of regulars Peter Lind 
Hayes and Mary Healy. Musical 
production numbers had all! the 
better of it, mainly because of the 
fine terping of Sheilah Bond, Kath- 
ryn Lee and James Starbuck. but 
also because of some interesting 
camera angles and a brace of okay 
tunes penned by Schwartz and 
Howard Dietz. 

Opening skit with Hayes, Miss 
Healy and Miss Wilkes was too 
reminiscent to have much punch, 
even though that idea of a tele- 
vision receiver in action was ex- 
cellently handied. Niven couldn't 
overcome the banalities of a weak- 
ly-written bit about a no-talent so- 
ciety medico, in which Hayes 
played his patient. Final skit, with 
the two men and the Misses Healy 
and Wilkes as an auditioning song- 
and-dance quartet, likewise failed 
to score. But Miss Bond, backed 
by singer Stewart Wade and a 
male chorus, socked across a “Lady 
of the Taps” number with her sexy 
and terrif terping, and Miss Lee 
and Starbuck were smash in a 
folk-dance ballet. 

It seems too bad to say that this 
program seldom makes out well 
when it features original skits but 
the fact remains that it has been 
usually better when Schwartz re- 
lied on material adapted from es- 
tablished stuff written by such 
scripters as George S. Kaufman 
and Franklin P. Adams. 





Milton Berle, who hasn't yet this 
year come up to the high television 
standards he set for himself last 
season, evidenced on NBC-TV's 
“Texaco Star Theatre” last Tues- 
day night (8) that it's starting to 
bother him. Comedian, in trying 
to pull the show up by its gags, 
seemed to strain so hard that it 
interfered with the whole program. 
Thus, despite the presence of a 
good guest list, the show was one 
of the weaker of the season. Grant- 
ed that Berle has never been the 
relaxing type in his delivery, a lit- 
tle easing off of that intensity 
might ease the tension of the en- 
tire program and so revive the 
easy pacing that marked the show 
last vear. 

After Berle’s usual opening mon- 
olog. the Clark Bros. teed off the 
guest roster with their fine pre- 
cision tapping. But Arthur Treach- 
er, despite the welcome aspects of 
his stepping out of character to 
clown with Berle, failed to im- 
press. Henny Youngman, who can 
usually be counted on for better 
things, was completely lost in a 
line-tossing battle with the emcee 
that started with Youngman ae 
away from the orch pit and ende 
with his joining Berle and Treach- 
er in a weak impression of a Brit- 
ish music hall trio. 

Imogene Coca was up to her 
usual best with her zany impres- 
sions of film femmes, but viewers 
who saw her “Broadway Revue” 
last year on TV recognized the rou- 
tine. DiGitanos, a good terp team, 
provided a welcome breather for 
the big production finale. That 
started off with Benny Fields. whe 
failed to project his usual warmth 
over the cameras, and featured in 
one way or another a melange of 
talent including Frank Paris and 
his puppets, Rosie the Bear, & 
Wally Wanger line etc. Fields at- 
tempted to back the number with 
lyrics about “Old New 


lines. As a result, he apparently 
was reading from cards held up 
outside of camera range but, with- 
out his glasses, he had trouble see- 
ing them. 


Admiral’s Blue TV Skies 


Chicago, Nov. 15. 

The fall boom in TV sets has put 
Admiral Corp. in such a blue sky 
frame of mind as to declare & 
100° «stock § dividend’ effective 
Dec. 8. boosting the authorized 
total to 2,000,000 shares. 

Stockholders earlier okayed 
Prexy Ross Siragusa’s bid for 4 
tax-free bonus to themselves by 
approving the two-fold increase ip 
the capital stock structure. 
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ERSKINE JOHN SOT A :55 p.m tA} pttreresese: 7°: ©*9*e¢*< > MODERN ROMANCES _FANNY BRICE SHOW ' an | 
5 Mins: Tan -_ With Lew Valentine; Allan C. An- | . $ With Gertrude Warner, Edwin With Hanley Stafford, Arlene Har , 
RALSTON PU 3 announcer | Radio Followup ¢| Bruce, Joan Lazer, Ethel Remey, ris, Leone Ledoux, Ken Christy, 
rdner ) 30 Min » Wea. —— > 4 Mary Patton, Ralph Camargo,| Hans Conried, Doris Singleton, 
-o tn ce © Om Carmen Dragon orch; Don Wil- 


$OOtes + Seo sesseseoseseoe”) = L iynn; 
This show is a long commercial Sustaining = | Lorna Lynn; Andre Baruch, an 











: | announcer 
masquerading as entertainment. ABC, from Detroit Helen Hayes, who cancelled her ,.DOUncer son, om 
‘five minutes long, nearly one, “Dr. I. Q.” which has moved Own radio show this fall due to a William Marshail, Joe oo pA, — sl 
half of this capsule interview airer over from NBC to ABC, where Em- the death of her daughter, re- wot. ipa Marion, Lillian Writers: Stander, Robert Fisher 


is devoted to plugs for Ry-Krisp 


bassy Cigarets will soon pick up 


turned to the air Sunday (13) as 


Schoen, Don Witty 


30 Mins.; Tues., 8:30 p.m. 


th a sluggin itch about the the tab, holds its own despite the guest, with David Niven, in a : , ; * , ) 
pen EN. no shing, non-fatten- stiff competition from other high- “Theatre Guild on the Air” pro- } fy Aig — il am. fg ey A 

ng, etc. qualities. In the re- powered giveaways. Here's a show duction. It was good to have her ABC ‘fem Ne — ‘York | (Dancer Fitzgerald, Sample) 
maining time, Erskine Johnson that doesn't offer refrigerators or back—with that warm, pulsing (‘Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample) : 


squeezes in a fast session with a 
name Hollywood star. 

On the preem (14) after an open- 
ing plug, Alan Ladd was asked by 
Johnson to name the single event 


trips to Honolulu, doesn’t have 
contestants compete against each 
other or the clock, has no mystery 
melodies or Miss Hushes, while the 
average stake is a piddling ‘by 


quality of hers, the hearty laugh, 
the wistful hesitancy in voice, the 
depth of characterization in her 
performance. Subject-matter was 
just as appealing, in an adaptation 


Daytime . dramas needn't be 
washboard weepers or frothy soap- 
ers. as this series demonstrates 
These stories dramatized in single 


After playing hard to get the 
past couple of seasons, during 
which she refused to come down in 
her top coin asking price, Fanny 
Brice is now back on the nighttime 


which determined his career. present inflationary standards) 10 of Noel Coward's “Still Life” half-hour segments from Dell's kilocycles, this time eneer_ see 
Before Ladd could answer, how- silver dollars. But still it main- ‘which has been seen in the U. 5S. Modern Romances deal with sorship of Lewis-Howe (Tums ° 
ever, the middle Ry-Krisp commer- | tains interest. also as a British pic, “Brief En- adult themes. And to the credit She's signed to an NBC “exclu- 
cial was slammed home. Ladd, What Lew Valentine. the mental counter”). Story was transferred Of script editor Peter Martin are sive, with the half-hour “Baby 
who is used to tough predicaments banker, lacks in loot he makes up to an American home, and a Long treatments which have a realistic Snooks revival now carrying a 
in his film chores, followed with in an alert line of gab and a rapid- Islend suburban setting, but it was | 4Pproach $6,500 talent-production tab in 
a bland account of his decision to fire stream of posers. His manner otherwise the same—a_ sensitive On Monday (14) General Mills contrast to the show's previous 


become an actor. At the finale, it 

was announced that Ladd would 

uest again on the next program. 

e obviously needed more time 

than the comYnercials allowed him. 
Herm. 


READING FOR PLEASURE 

With Prof. Francis Kilcoyne, rioed- 
erator; others 

Director: Walter Law 


is somewhat sardonic, but he’s gen- 
erous with the silver cartwheels 
when a guest comes close to the 
answer and liberal with the car- 
tons of Embassy smokes for con- 
solation prizes. Single concession 
to the “gimmick” is a_ right-or- 
wrong department which gives the 
quizzee a chance to win $1,000 if 
he answers six queries correctly. 
Valentine's fast pace, the tricky 


story of two married people who 
meet, fall in love, and regretfully 
part to return to their families. 
Miss Hayes illuminated the role of 
the bewildered matron, swept up 
suddenly in a dangerous, sharp 
passion, and Niven was as good 
in the more reticent role of the 
doctor.. Supporting cast was fine. 





With Gene Raymond now hold- 


took over sponsorship of the first 
15 minutes. Yarn on this broad- 
cast was that of a femme doctor 
who married a widower with three 
unruly kids and a neurotically sen- 
sitive mother. It unfolded the 
woman's psychologically sound 
method of winning over her step- 
children and straightening out her 
jealous mother-in-law. Its valid 
lessons were that youngsters be- 


$12,000 nut 

That NBC “exclusive,” however, 
is of very dubious merit in an era 
when “Baby Snooks” is now 
battling for survival in the TV op- 
position slot with a little Milton 
Berle item called “Texaco Star 
Theatre” along the coaxial route. 

The projection of the old-hat 
“Snooks” formula, which is prac- 
tically as old as radio itself, accen- 


15 Mins.; Fri., 7:30 p. m. questions, the formularized “I have ing down the title role, “The come what they are because of tuates anew the plight of radio 
Sustaining a lady, Doctor” and the promo- Amazing Mr. Malone” shifted to a what goes on around them, that personalities resurrecting ancient 
WNBC, N. Y. tional value of its theatre origina- new time slot Sunday (13) on ABC, they need & sense of independenc © formats and characterizations. 

“Reading for Pleasure,” a lit- | tions may explain its draw. Or Show formerly was heard at 8 p.m. and understanding as well - af- Even on the non-TV fringe belt, 
erary panel discussion in which ™aybe it’s the lure of the lady in (EST) and is now aired a half-hour fection. While there were lapses “Raby Snooks,” as revealed anew 


faculty members of Brooklyn Col- 
lege participate, emerged as a 
moderately interesting trailer for 
‘tc Sunday afterncon “NBC The- 
atre’ when the program debuted 
Friday (11) via WNBC, N. Y. In- 
itial stanza confined itself to a 
thumbnail analysis of works of 
modern British and American au- 
thors as will subsequent forums in 
this new series. 


the balcony. Bril. 
AMERICAN CHRISTIANS PRE- 
SENT ISRAEL 
With Dr. C. H. Voss; Esther Fer- 
litz, guest 
15 Mins.; Sun., 4:45 p. m. 
Sustaining 
WLIB, New York 
WLIx’s new policy of beaming 
to the Negroes, the second-genera- 


earlier. Based upon the character 
created by Craig Rice, Malone is 
an attorney who isn't above a little 


-Bamsuceing when its in the inter- 


est of a client. 

On Sunday’s (13) installment, 
the lawyer-hawkshaw flitted in and 
out of the script, but returned in 
time to nail an otherwise retiring 
individual for the murder of his 
wife as well as his brother-in-law. 


into hokey idioms and too-pat sud- 
den conversions, the basic develop- 
ment of a half-dozen characters 
was honestly stated. 

Acting is good and Andre Baruch 
puts over the Gold Medal Flour 
commercials. Unusual angle is 
that the backer is using a relatively 
high-priced premium as customer 
bait—a teddy bear which listeners 
can get with a coupon and $2.95 


on last Tuesday's “premiere,” was 
strictly dated material, with a none 
too inspiring script, which found 
‘Miss Brice, Hanley Stafford and 
the rest trying valiantly to make it 
all sound fresh. But it was a los- 
ing battle. Rose. 





BROADWAY'S MY BEAT 
With Larry “hor, others; Wilbur 


- , ; ‘ : - : , : ; Hatch orch 
Under the critical spotlight for tion Jews and Spanish-speaking A third-party jealousy situation Bril. : a 
the inaugural were Sinclair Lewis’ a ee oh the —_4 eee cluttered the yarn with still an- ——— David Friedkin, Morten 
a . ee =, ‘tegor. Melting pot is e reason behin or killi 
et nS. ee Fie | ais now orien, te tle cone oe | ee SAMMY KAYE’S SUNDAY Producer-director: Elliott Lewis 


Prof. Francis Kilcoyne acting as 
moderator, the panel's three mem- 
bers sifted the meaning of the 


two volumes in a lucid manner that Ss | ad - eee in \illings. Raymond was suitably 30 Mins.: 1:30 p.m. mile... a cold, fantastic carousel’”- 
couldn't hel but whet listener om | can Christi A, eee nt — suave and debonair as Malone U S. TREASURY DEPT. that’s the Broadway of the Times : 
terest in “NBC Theatre's” Sunday “: nepmagen sesen rae. While supporting players were ops’ from New York Sq. theatrical district according to 


(13) dramatization of “Revisited.” 
Policy of changing participants 
weekly should tend to give the 
airer a fresh, intellectual approach 
to each session. Gilb. 


RINGO 
With Joe Black, Esko Townell 
Producer-directors: Black, Townell 
15 Mins.; Mon., 7:15 p. m. 
PICK-N-PAY . 
WHK, Cleveland 

(Lustig Co.) 

Here’s WHK’s version of bingo. 
It's another attempt to get listener 
participation in a show with the 

yoff being dollars and groceries. 

ustomers at the Pick-N-Pay can 

pick up cards good for two weeks 
of play. Under each letter of 
“Ringo” is a space to write in 
numbers appearing before each of 
250 melody titles printed on the 
cards. 

Customer then listens to the 

rogram and identifies series of 

ve tunes. As soon as five tunes 


| mittee’s 


appeal is to American Jews who, 
while they speak English and are 
integrated into this country’s cul- 


should have a strong pull with this 
group—and with other citizens in- 
terested in world affairs. 

Dr. Carl Herman Voss, chairman 
of the American Christian Pales- 
tine Committee, makes a well-in- 
formed and fluent moderator. He 
opened the preem broadcast Sun- 
day (13) with a summary of the 
international significance of the 
new state. He explained his com- 
interest in Jewish DP’s 
and its support of Israel, adding 
that its small role in aiding the 
Jews was “atoning for the sin and 
stupidity of anti-Semitism.” 

His guest was Esther Herlitz. of 
Israel’s Ministry for Foreign Af- 
fairs and a member of its UN dele- 
gation. Their discussion of Is- 
rael’s minority problem—the Arabs 
within its boundaries—was covered 
from a broad point of view, touch- 
ing on social changes in the entire 
Middle East and pointing up Is- 
rael’s policy of having no second 
class citizens. This is a mature 
program. However, it can be im- 


However, this Chicago located 
whodunit was a fairly plausible 
one since the murderer obviously 
stood to profit financially by the 


good. Although not an “amazing” 
thriller in the strict sense of the 
word, “Malone” is a shade above 
the average mystery show. 


Milton Berle did one of his in- 
defatigable radio marathons as a 
trailer for his upcoming WB pic- 
ture, “Always Leave ’Em Laugh- 
ing.” by monopolizing the entire 
Sunday night stint on Jack Eigen’s 
WMGM 1-4 a.m. disk jockey show 
from the Copacabana. Eigen vir- 
tually had nothing to do but the 
station breaks and commercials. 
The Berle marathon had been 
trailerized several nights over the 
station, resulting in hundreds be- 
ing turned away, obviously attract- 
ing many who had never been in 
a nitery. Another of those dream 
benefit bills turned out for the 
euffo stint. Eigen pulled another 
showmanly trailer with a_ tape- 
recording of celebs at Jimmy 
Durante’s welcome-back-to-Broad- 
way cocktailery Monday prior to 





SERENADE 
With Don Cornell, 
Laura Leslie 
Producer: Bob Ray 


Tony Alamo, 


Sammy Kaye's “Sunday Sere- 
nade,” the maestro’s “mood” show, 
which ran for years on the ABC 
network, moved to CBS for the 
first time with this broadcast. 
And it’s still excellent packaging 
of an otherwise ordinary dance 
remote. 

To create an atmosphere for the 
projection of the poems he reads, 
Kaye uses nothing but softly per- 
formed ballad music on this show, 
tieing various melodies together 
via the strains of an organ. He 
smoothly achieves his aim, mak- 
ing the show a soothing and ex- 
tremely pleasant session of music 
with a sheen, spiked by the able 
vocals of Don Cornell, Tony Alamo 
and Laura Leslie. Kaye nicely 
mixes pops and standards and 
slips his poetry reading, which has 
become a successful angle-iron on 
past “Serenades.” In this instance 
he segued the lines into the 


30 Mins.; Sat., 9:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
CBS, from Hollywood 


“The gaudiest, most lonesomest 


some of the poetic descriptions 
used in “Broadway Is My Beat,” 
which returned to CBS Saturday 
(12) after a short layoff. Unfor- 
tunately, the glamorous word-pic- 
tures of New York's mazda belt 
along with equally fancy musical 
bridges outshone the plot of this 
mystery airer. 

As Detective Danny Clover, 
Larry Thor tracks down the per- 
petrator of two murders—one a 
police sergeant and the other an 
ex-convict. In wending its way to- 
ward the climax, the script gen- 
erated ample suspense. But the 
snap solution at the end, patly 
rattled off by Thor. took a lot for 
granted especially in view of the 
varying clues. 

Thor's voice was drab ‘and ex- 
pressionless. That such a mono- 
tone could be sustained so metic- 
ulously was hard to believe in face 
of the numerous dramatic scenes. 
On the other hand, his dead- 
panned articulation probably was 


are identified and listener calls sta- : : ; i “ ” s sed to indicate cool, in- 

. proved by having a short his opening at the Copacabana melody “Because. uppose ) a . in 
tion he is given $25 and a basket quction to —~ B are-andtane tomorrow (‘Thurs.), Plugs for the Treasury's bond trepid quality on the part of a 
of groceries. First caller with between moderator and guest— = sales are held to a minimum. fearless sleuth. Large supporting 
correct list wins. During 15-min-| which would add a leavening of “Living-1949 — God Helps Wood. {cast was generally competems. 


ute stanza two games are played 
and listener hears four commer- 
cials. 

Joe Black and Esko Townell 
handle the entire proceedings quite 
adequately, talking back and forth 


informality. Bril. 


MIND YOUR MANNERS 
With Allen Ludden 
Producer: Bob duFour 
Writer Allen Ludden 


Those . . .,” NBC’s public service 
show, gave a forceful demonstra- 
tion Sunday (13) of the benefits of 
self-help through cooperation. It 
is difficult to conceive of a better 


/example of community collabora- 


With Parker 





MR. FEATHERS 

Fennelly, Ralph 
Locke, Don Briggs, Bob Dryden, 
Elinor Phelps, Mert Coplin; Ben 


Show originally was due to resume 
last Saturday (12), but a political 
talk cancelled it out on WCBS, 
N. Y. Gibb. 


tween them to promote commer- 39 Mins.; Sat., 9 : Ludiow, music; Bob Emerick, SYMPHONY HALL 
cials and keep the program roll- wTIcC, Hartford — tion than that of the 50 coal-min- onnaaneet , With John Woolford; Ryan Halle- 
ing. Mark. , ing families of Penn Craft, Pa., writer: Gerald Helland ran, anncuncer 


CLEVELAND BROWNS 
With Beb Neal, Bill Mayer 


Winner of three awards in the 
| last two years, “Mind Your Man- 
|mers” is currently being aired by 
70 stations of the NBC net. This 


who gained a fresh start in the 
depths of the depression ‘30's 
under the helping hand of the 
American Friends Service Com- 


Director: Rocco Tito 
Producer: Herbert C. Rice 
30 Mins.; Wed., 10 p. m. 


Writer-producer: Robert Thompson 
60 Mins.; daily 8 p. m. 

Sustaining 

WRXW, Louisville 


150 Mins.; Sun. 2 p.m. teenager show is devoted to panel mittee. Sustaining FM affiliate of WAVE. the onl 
Standard Oil of Ohio discussions of social problems of From an uncertain beginning in Mutual, from N. ¥. : FM station in town with inde- 
WGAR, Cleveland 'the youth of today. Also inter- 1937, the families today are housed Parker Fennelly, the Titus pendent programming ‘others are 


(McCann-Erickson) 

Bob Neal, at the play-by-play 
mike, and Bill Mayer on sidelights 
and commercials, team up for this 
Sunday afternoon combo of the 
Cleveland Browns’ football games. 

Neal, a veteran football an- 
nouncer, moves along with the 
Plays in a fast, easy-to-take man- 
ner Mayer offers a change of pace 
with his handling of highlights, 


colors and commercials in that his | 


pit of gab is slower, less technical. 
ogether they make nice duet. 





Mark. | irst i ent, with teeners the ad %¢ .@ Pharmacist. At least he’s programs various recorded works 
‘ ted excellent, ee on the a - 
one bry —y aan a Big}, = lib. As a result there is a continual 2 all-pur tent ae ‘s and supplies his own commentary. - 
CRIME FIGHTERS ‘as pilot. Pros and cons of social flow of word activity and very lit-' mond ony _ ad a = n John Woolford, manager of the ' 
We ucer-director: Wynn Wright — ethics are discussed by the teen- tle hem-hawing. wet man Canme canal quenadliemn to all who'll lis. poutevitte oe was the guest 
ter: Paul Milton , int does masterful job as moderator or the teeoff program. 
30 Mins.; ‘Mon., 9:30 p. m. of discussions. Question by” an and whiphand, Credit goes to Pro. 104 Sin intertewing ‘dick Dig. late mergnas a2 informal Fe 
’ ’ - lax approa 
MBS, from New York adult on youth problems is next ducer Bob ferrormat, Btherer has city sales chief, with the idea of sumbere, and establishes from the * 


Judging by the Monday (14) air- 
er, this series shapes up as a me-+ 
diocre entry in the annals of net- 


work crime shows. Ides behind wai * ~f havior ships. Age of panel group is in the country bumpkin characters and ground, yet his easy informality 
Prograin is basicaliy good and if Gute sateaee SO en i a teen group with members ranging their humors. Saga meanders must win the musically illiterate 
Biven stronger scripting might ; nel of six reprieved for more from high school to freshman col- along, with not too much excite- to an appreciation of the finer , 
make for an interesting half-hour. + s the table talk on social pat- lege. Its a smart bit of showman- ment or comedy. It may appeal forms of music. He inserts an oc- 

owever, show caught dragged ia a youths. ship because of its all around ap- to a selected audience, but it wii! pemene anecdote which ae 
(Continued on page 50) i Choice of youth participants is peal. Eck. be limited. Bron. _ interest. { 


| spersed with audience participation 
questions and answers. Show has 
'been recipient of an award by 
|'Parents magazine; by the Ohio 
State Exhibition of Educational 
Radio Programs last spring. This 
was a first place award for teenage 
programs on the nets and was one 
of three garnered at Ohio by NBC. 
Show also was one of reasons for 
‘awarding Variety Showmanship 
'award to WTIC. 
It’s a fast moving show and more 
than adequately handled by Allen 
| Ludden. Half-hour slot is divided 


torn apart. Follows next crossfire 
patter on question by a teenager. 

Second section devoted to one 
word right or wrong answers by 


in individual bomes on two-acre 
plots and in addition operate a 
non-profit knitting mill and a co-op 
store. Progress of the project was 
crisply outlined by narrator Ben 
Grauer along with moving dra- 
matic interludes. This was one of 
radio's better sides —an instance 
where the public was shown that 
the lessons of Penn Craft are 
applicable anywhere providing a 
willingness to work and a desire 
to help our fellowmen is shown. 


layout of the format. Etherer has 
all around appeal to both juves and 
adults, with several of questions 
dealing with adult-teener relation- 


Moody rustic of the Fred Allen pro- 
grams, is cast as lead in a new 
bucolic or small-town series, and 
the results aren't too bright. New 
series, “Mr. Feather,” which bow- 
ed last Wednesday (9), is a slow- 


moving saga about a middle-aged 
rural drugstore attendant, and 
only mildiy entertaining. 

As Mr. Feather, Fennelly is cast 
as a soda jerker slightly discon- 
tented with his lot and anxious to 


giving up his soda stint, and taking 
to selling aluminum pots and ware. 


Series is peopled with stock 


duplications of the parent sta- 
tion's programs), has come up with 
a series of recorded concerts de- 
signed to appeal to listeners who 
like serious music, and yet it’s 
presented in such a way that it is 
definitely not highbrow. Reper 
toire is chosen from an extensive 
library of recorded music. 

Six nights a week the hour show 
is handled by a straight announcer. 
But on Fridays the program has a 
guest, either a distinguished local 
musician, or visiting artist, who 


start a chatty, man-to-man session 
with good recorded music. He has 
obviously a sound musical back- 
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Estimated Weekly Network TV Program Costs 


Nighttime and Daytime Overall Costs Include Production Expenses, Actors, Musicians, Writers, 
Royalties, Freelance Directors, Set Construction, Etc., But Not Commercial Announcements, 


Agency Directors, Agency Commission or Time Charges. 
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(Agencies Listed by Initials are Batten, Barton, Durstine & Osborn; Benton & Bowles; Dancer, Fitzgerald & Sample; Doherty, Clifford & 
Shenfield: Foote, Cone & Belding; Kenyon & Eckhardt; J. Walter Thompson; Sullivan, Stauffer, Colwell & Bayles, and Young & Rubicam. ) 











PROGRAM NETWORK 
Action Autographs ABC 
Aldrich Family ......... NBC 
Amateur Hour ........- NBC 
Auction-Aire’ ....seseeees ABC 
Band of America* NBC 
Believe It or Not......... NBC 
Pe 2 . .  cesrseeens CBS 
Bie Stery =i. . wc ween: NBC 
Break the Bank............ NBC 
Burton Holmes .........--. CBS 
Camel News Caravan........-.-. NBC 
Candid Camera  — .. sees: CBS 
Cavaleade of Stars.........-. DuM 
Ceres BOWS 4. pc ccceoeses CBS 
Cotebrity Time .....ceeces ABC 
Chevrolet Tele-Theatre NBC 
The Clock NBC 
Selenite FReGe ..cccces NBC 
eee DOGG .. . cs cweeesens DuM 
Fireside Theatre .......c.e¢- NBC 
Fishing-Hunting Club DuM 
Ford TV Theatre§. ... .seeeer CBS 
Friday Night Fights NBC 
Fun for Money ABC 
Greatest Fights of Century NBC 
Godfrey & Friends CBS 
Goldbergs CBS 
Hollywood Screen Test ABC 
Howdy Doody ...........-.-. NBC 
Inside USA with Chev......... CBS 
Se ED . rc sees ceebonsan NBC 
te Sy Teetse. ... cecccececers NBC 
Matte, Dram OB GEE...cccocessccetes NBC 
BARS GE PAOP. ccccccdcccdeccscccscens NBC 
SS rrr NBC 
Ce .cccecewnetessersovatne ABC 
es Bee Cee, . 560 beads 500862 CBS 
Lucky Pup ..... (je eienieeeewe nene’s CBS 
Mama thee ne en eentestenneeaswes. CBS 
ee Ree Ge. ... . «. caacecosses: CBS 
Martin Kane, Private Eye............ NBC 
Mohawk Showroom  ___........ cc eevee: NBC 
Morey Amsterdam Show............-. DuM 
News in Review .........ccceseeeeeee: CBS 
— Se se ree eee DuM 
Paul Whiteman Revue. .......-..+.055: ABC 
ND GEE... . cccdcocccccccesses CBS 
Bitten GH GROG... cccccescvesecess NBC 
Gite TERS... cv cccccccccccescccesces: NBC 
Se ee ED. 6 okgeb06bb4 00660000000. CBS 
Roller Derby .......-56: errr rrerre ABC 
Herb Shriner 6o6b050000600080080" CBS 
Bilwer Theatre ...ccccccccccccccccess C BS 
Singing Lady .....cccsicescccscccccess: ABC 
Small Fry Club. ...ccccccsccesccevess DuM 
Sports Highlights. .......-eeeeeeeeee NBC 
Stop the Music. ....c.ccccccsereeees ABC 
ee Ge ld... 6 006660 6bOR 40H 0400088 CBS 
Bee CHOU 2c ccc ccescccoccceccces ABC 
Supper Club .....cccccceeseceeeveees NBC 
ES. wk he ccenesenternseresseanss CBS 
_ g RRA rr rer CBS 
Boemnse Bhar TOGO. ...cccccccccces NBC 
Wks Be Baw MUONS. .cccccccceccnes CBS 
eee Ge Gee WD . .cedeeccerecoesen CBS 
SE Om TTOREWOR .. wc ccccccccccess CBS 
Vanity Fair neoneotneseteks CBS 
Wel GE POORRORS® . wc ccccccccscemeces NBC 
Weed Werte BROW... ccccscccccvecios CBS 
eh, Sl EEE. . o cnendedeceveeeete ss NBC 
. = j — Sees errs CBS 
i 2 PL 1.5.5 ce eees dese ee ee eet CBS 
SO OO Ferrer Terre NBC 
ee eee CBS 
Earl Wrightson Sfow............06--:. CBS 
havpecess dbeneeowea CBS 


Ed Wynn Show 


*Simulcast; cost quoted includes only extra charge for TV over regular AM cost. 


COST SPONSOR 

$1,950 Bell & Howell. .... ces 
7.500 Gen. Foods ......... 
5 000 Old Golds 

5.500 Libby 

2.500 Cities Service 

7,500 Ballantine's 

7.000 Bigelow-Sanford 

12.000 eee 
3.500 Bristo’-Myers ......... 
1.500 memen FO... ..ccoce 
10.000 Camels 

5 000 Philip Morris 

8.000 Participating 

1,090 Oldsmobile 
per day 

3.000 Goodrich 

8.000 Chevrolet 

6.500 Lever Bros 

6.500 Colgate 

2.000 Phillips Soup .......... 
10.000 Proc. & Gamble 

2.000 Mail Pouch 

17.500 Ford Motors 

4.500 Gillette 

3.500 Kleenex 

1,750 Chesebrougn ....ccees 
11.500 Chestorfields 

6.500 Sanka 

990 to Co-Op 

67.50 

‘per station 
750 Unique Art 


per '4 hour 
Colgate 


Int’! Shoe Co 


Mars Candy 


20.000 Chevrolet 


17.500 POPE BPOGNOTS .ccccccvecs 
190.000 Kraft 
1,500 RCA 


(per }2-hour 
Sealtest 


3,500 , eee ee 
7,000 Admiral 
18,0006 Gen. Mills ceeea 
Amer.can Bakeries 
1,900 American Wine Guild 
Scott Paper Co 
750 ree se 
(per }4-hour) 
8,500 ee. POE ..cicecce ° 
8,000 Pe 5. a tes 
8,500 oe Pn . sweeney’ 
11,000 Mohawk Carpets ....... 
(5 days) 
4,500 DuMont Telesets ...... 
600 iia aaa 
3,500 DuMont Teiesets ...... 
10,000 De J60i4eaeuenee 
1,350 ea 
13.000 RE: =); 5 (AS Rua ties ae 
5.000 Alka-Seltzer ........... 
2.500 A. C. Gilbert 
2,000 CROSOBTOUMR 2. cccccees 
i Py: 
750 ae BEOTTIS 2... cccess 
8,500 _ — aE 
1,270 7 ae 
750 Co-on 
750 fae 
5.250 re 
(per l2-hour 
DD... v «ed qed aeed 
11,000 Westinghouse .......... 
1,500 Ce TEP onc cc cccece 
10,000 | 
5,500 DE wit cades heeds 
2,500 BMOONNS TOO onc cccccee. 


30,000 Texaco 


11,000 SD, ost aw nee ee pan 
9,000 Lincoln-Mercury 
8,500 Esso 
800 Maiden Form, Airwick 
(per day) 
2.500 IS Se 
20,000 Gen. Electric .......... 
2,500 tt i (26% senauewns 
. 4,500 PE : .4s¢90008¢e< 
550 DE BUD. .cececcese 
3,500 DT .6¢+seeseneeens 
2,000 ee 
1,500 Masiand ....... bbeesees 
15,000 CC OE ee 


“eee eee eee eee 


.-Y.&R 


eee eeeee 


AGENCY 
Henri, Hurst 

& McDonald 
Y.& R 
Lennen & Mitchell 
JWT 


Ellington 
JWT 
Y.&R 
SS.C.&B 
D.C.&S ’ 
Leo Burnett 
Esty 

Biow 
Stanton B. Fisher 
D P. Brother 


B.B.D.&0. 
Campbell-Ewald 
JWT 

E:sty 

Aitkin-K¥nett 

f ton 

Wa'ker & Downing 


hk. & E 
Maxon 
r.C.& B 
Cayton 

‘ 


‘Yewell-Emmett 
Y.&R 


ME +ieneeus 
Ted Bates 
Henri. Hurst « 
McDonald 

Grant 
Campbell-Ewald 
JIWT 
JIWT 


JWT 


N. W. Ayer 
Warwick & Legler 
Kudner — 


.. James 


PRODUCER 


Jack Brand 
Ed Duerr : 
Remack Enterprises 
Masterson, Reddy 

& Nelson 
Haupt 
Douglas Storer 
Frank Telford 
Bernard Prockter.... 
Fd Wolf Assoc 
Burton Holmes 
Ad Schneider 
Allen Funt 
Miiton Douglas 
Don Hewitt 


World 
Victor 


Video 

McLeod 
Ernest Walling 
Charles Russell 
Goodman 


Ace 
Brewster 
Walter 


Morgan 
Sickles 
Garth Montgomery 
Bill Garden 
James Saphier 
Allan Black 
Tack Carney 
Worthington Miner 


Lester Lewis 


Martin Stone 


Arthu: Schwartz.. 
Earl Ebi 
Stan Quinn 


Maury Holland...... 
Beulah Zachary TT? 
Irving Brecher...... 


Ernie Walling .... 


es ae. Geo. W. Trendle..... 
Tucker Wayne 
aaa ae Byron Paul 
JWT 
a. ee Oe on teense . Clarence Schimmel . 
Dm & BD. .ccccee ° .Ralph Nelson 

Carol Irwin ...... . 
ee Paul Nickell ..... ° 
Kudner ....Ed Sutherland....... 
George R. Nelson ... Roger Muir ......... 
Buchanan .......... Morey Amsterdam 
Frwin Wasey .. Cae eh ca eee ar 
Buchanan Ed Wolf Assoc....... 
Y.&R Tony Stanford....... 


Campbell-Ewald . wi 


Hutchins 
Wade 

Ray Nelson 
McCann-Erickson 
Kaster, Farrell, 
Chesley & Clifford 
Biow Saas 


*“*# ee eeee 


N. W. Ayer 


‘ee eee eeesees 


.. Kudner 


McCann-Erickson 
Mathes 

Newell-Emmett 
Newell-Emmett 


Y. & R i UE. sceeees 
ee Ed Cashman 

nae Arthur Knorr....... 
yD | Zeer Irving Mansfield.... 
K.& E .+++eeee..Marlo Lewis nae 
Marschalk-Pratt ..... Martin Gosch........ 
Weintraub Gil Fates....... sae 


Sweeney & James 
- * ne. 
JWT ; hes 
Russel M. Seeds 
B.& B ' 
Campbell-Ewald 
Anderson, Davis & 
Platte 
Cecil & Presbrey 


.Ken Neidel 


.. Jack Mosman .. 


.Allan Black 


Mike Stokey 
Bernie Ebert 
Fred Coe 
Louis G. 


Cowan... 
Ray Nelson 


Frank Telford 
Blair Walliser 
Bob Emery 


Louis G. Cowan thle 


Worthington Miner. 
Phil Patton 
Bob Moss 


eee 


H. B. Swope, Jr...... 
Roland Gillett....... 
James Sheldon ...... 
Bill McCarthy....... 
Telenews ; 
Fred Friendly....... 
Gili Fates 


Franklin Heller. .... 
Harlan Thompson. . 


ZALZAZAAZ : 
MMe 


“see eee eeeee 
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ORIG. 
Chi 

N. Y. 
N. Y. 
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‘Rubin Quits ‘Curtain’ — 
| In Row With Gillis 


Hollywood, Nov. 15. 

Benny Rubin exited emcee spot 
on “Hold That Curtain” video lay. 
out after a blow up with packager. 
producer Al Gillis. Amateur lay- 
out in which contestants vie for 
top honors was sold by Gillis to 
participating sponsors and taken 
to KLAC-TY for beaming. 

Contestants are faced with the 
old hook routine by a panel of 
judges who ring down the curtain 
on unbearable talent. Rubin re- 
lated that he did not like the idea 
of ringing down a curtain on any 
performer and said so, In addi- 
|tion, Rubin said, he had tried to 
help amateurs in their stage pres- 
ence and presentation prior to go- 
ing before the cameras. His sug- 
gestions led to constant friction 
between himself and Gillis. As a 
result Rubin asked for his release 
'and withdrew from the show. 


: Tele Chatter t 


New York 


Luther Bridgman joined the Wil- 
liam Esty ad agency as assistant to 
television production chief Stanley 

, Lomas and head of the TV depart- 
ment’s film division Coleman 
| Jacoby and Arnold Rosen signed 
to script CBS-TV’s “Al Bernie 
Show with comic Jack aAipert- 
son pacted to assist Bernie with 
the comedics Merrill E. Joels 
into NBC-TY’s Sunday afternoon 
“Children’s Sketch Book,” doing 
special voices and talking animals 

Cities Service picked up its op- 
tion on the simulcast of NBC's 
“Bands of America” to insure a 
13-week cycle from the Oct. 17 
preem . John Tillman, chief 
WPIX announcer. now doing a 
straight three-minute commercial 
for the Gimbel'’s-sponsored “Truex 
|Family.” after it was found that 
integrating the plugs into the 
script had too little sales impact 

Uniformed Firemen’s Assn. has 
renewed its backing of the Johnny 
Crossen stanza on WPIX for an- 





: 


other 13 weeks. Marty Glickman 
will guest on the show Saturday 
(19 .. . Jack Jason is co-produc- 
ing WOR-TV'’s “What Happens 
Next.” the acting - improvisation 
series . . 

TV sportscaster Guy Lebow 
touring the hinterlands between 


shows to teach other. broadcasters 
the technique of hockey coverage 
for the Madison Sq. Garden Corp. 

. Sereen Gems lensing its two- 
| five-minute commercials recently 
produced for Hamilton Watches at 
the Columbia Pictures homeoffice 
tomorrow (Thurs.) for the press 
_... Bob Levitt Roberts, formerly 
| with WINS, has opened studios for 
| TV, stage, radio and film produc- 
with several video shows 
ready to pitch to networks and 
agencies ...C. C. N. Y. basketball 
coach Nat Holman pacted with 
Roberts & Carr Productions for a 
15-minute TV show to run through 
the local cage season .. . Charlie 





| night 
| AM chores on ABC's “Pick a Date 
|with Buddy 


| House tomorrow 


is Newell-Emmett . 
_schedyled to play the heavy on to- 
| night's 
|} crime” via ABC-TV .. 
agency using the U. S. Tobacco 


| clusively. 


Powers takes over direction of 
Martin Stone’s “Author Meets the 
Critics” via ABC-TV starting to- 
(Wed.) He'll continue his 


Rogers’ . . . Bam- 
berger’s Newark (N.J.) department 


|store, holding a special press party 


for Bob Smith and the Howdy 
Doody crew at Newark’s Essex 
(Thurs.), when 
cast will also visit the store... 


| Pathe Cine, which will market the 


new Pathe film camera line in the 


|U. S., auditioned a closed-circuit 


show on CBS-TV this week, titled 
“Camera Club” and starring Rex 
Marshell and Fran Larsen. Agency 
. . Rene Paul 
(Wed.) stanza of “Photo- 
. Kudner 


commercials from NBC-TV's “Mar- 


tin Kane, Private Eye” for a spot 


campaign on other TV stations. 


They feature William Gargan, star 
of the show, and Walter Kinsella 


. Robert L. Coe, veepee and 
station manager of WPIX, elected 
to the Television Broadcasters 


| Assn. board. He fills the vacancy 


caused by the resignation of G. 


' Emerson Markham. 


Janie Fraser, five - year - old 
daughter of ABC commentator 
Gordon Fraser, will guest-star on 
the Kathi Norris “Your Shopper 
oT oy Thursday morning on 

/ABD. 





| 

le Dallas—Ron Wilson of New York 
| has 
'Charles Productions, Inc., here as 


joined the staff of John 


producer of television shows ex- 
Wilson, writer and pro- 
ducer, will be in charge of all 
Southwestern productions. Vicki 


| Kirk of Hollywood has been named 
assistant to Wilson. 
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VARIETY | Tradition! 


Every atu 
THE VARIETY PUBLISHING cuMmi ANT 
Knickerbor ker Theatre Building 
New York * 





Reprint of Editorial In © © 
First Issue Of pea a nM g Oo 














First VYeat Neo, 1 


VARIETY in its initial issue desires 
to announce the policy governing the ® 
paper. 

We want you to read it. It will be 
interesting if fer ro other reason than V : 
that it will be conducted on original ' ARIETY traditions spring f 
lines for ® theatrical newspaper. lishi . : rom @a t 

n . . sta 

The first, foremost and extraord)- 9g principles clear| set fevit ; tement of pub- 
nary feature of # will be FAIRNESS. Y orth in an editoriai 
Whatever there is to be printed of in- iTorial which 


was print dj 
ed in the first i 
terest to the professional world WILL first issue of this newsp 
aper. 





BE PRINTED WITHOUT REGARD TO 
WHOSE NAME IS MENTIONED OR That was 44 

THE ADVERTISING COLUMNS. s 44 years ago 
“ALL THE NEWS ALL THE TIME” ° 
and “ ABSOLUTELY FAIR” are the 
watchwords. 


Show 

eopl 
The news part of the pape? will be sw 2 P pie who have read VARI 
given over to such items af may be erving loyalty fo ETY with un 
obtained. and nothing will be sUP } : r almost half a : 
pressed which 18 considered of interest. por ed this traditi . century have s 
rE PROMISE YOU THIS AND SHALL itional policy = 
NOT DEVIATE. ; 


The reviews will be written con- 
scientiously. and the truth only told. 


It is ¢ 7%. 
raditio 
, | > on nal that anyone i 
If it hurts it 1s at least said in fairness e in any way co d 
nnecte 


herts with show busi 
and impartiality. USINESS watches f 
or VARIETY'S 
anniversary 





We aim to make this an artists’ Pa- SS . 
per; ® medium, 4 complete directory; ue. It 1S their newspa - 
a paper which anyone connected year p r, serving them 
with or interested 1” the theatrical ° year after 
world may read with the thorough 
knowledge and belief that what is D 
printed is not dictated by @ny motive u - r 
other than the policy above outlined. ring the coming Holid V 

qe WANT YOU FOR # SUuB- ay VARIETY will publish i 
SCRIBER. If you don't read VARIETY Pu ish its 
you are missing something. 








Do you want to read a paper that’s 
honest from the title pase to its last 
line? That will keep its columns clean 


of “wash notices”? That WILL NOT pil A 
BE INFLUENCED BY ADVERTISING ! 
That's VARIETY. 


To insure you receiving VARIETY 
REGULARLY. send in your subscrip- 
tion now. You will find it coming to Space Reservatio ; 

you regularly to any permanent ad- ns Should Be Made N 

dress given. oF “as per route.” ow, Usual Rates 
The only positive way 10 get 
VARIETY is to subscribe for it NOW. 


This paper is for variety and variety 


_ only in the proadest sense that term 
implies. 
—_—_— 
Is honesty. the best policy ! 
VARIETY will give the answer in its ‘ 











fifty-first number. 
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i srscaic Eda cen eetdcdct ov ccelponao 
: From the Production Centres 


FoF OOFee- OEE OHEOFOHEOEOSOEEOEoeetoeoeoetea 
IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Add “Whatever Happened To” Dept: Clarence Menser, ex-NBC pro- 





gram chief who has sold his Florida station; Clay Morgan, NBC's ex- | 


asst. to the president; Doug Coulter, ex-Foote, Cone & Belding.... 
Quincy Howe’s new book, “World History of Our Times” off Simon & 
Schuster presses Monday (14) Esy Morales Decca-recorded the “Art 
Raymond Mamo,.” saluting the WVNJ  platter-spinner Compton 
agency to handle the Red Cross ad campaign again next year and plan- 
ning new type of kickoff air show Ed Larkin and Lue Stearns added 


to CBS Radio Sales (TV) and Harold Davis, ex-assistant commercia! 
manager of WCAU, Philly, joins Radio Sales as account exec Fred 
7 Co. has sold its “Meet the Menjous’ to WSS, Atiania 


Guy Lombardo has waxed a five-minute fund appeal airer for Amer- 


ican Cancer Society Mert Koplin, MBS actor-producer, father of a 
daughter. Nancy Hal Studer joins Stella Dallas” cast Mary 
Patton. Leonard Sherer, Katherine Anderson, Les Damon, Roger de 
Koven and George Mathews new to “Front Page Farrell” WJZ vo- 


calists Johnny Thompson and Joan Barton to guest on WOR'’s “Lunch- 
eon at Sardi’s’ tomorrow ‘(Thurs WJZ farm editor Phil Alampi 
appointed to assignments committee of American Assn. of Agricultural 
College Editors. On Dec. 10 he'll participate in Agricultural Voca- 
tional Assn. radio pane! in Atlantic City Fred Barr, WWRL pro- 
gram director, to be intermission commentator at Queens Symphony 
concert Saturday (19 Hal Tunis, WVNJ jock, named ertertainment 
director for Newark cub scouts 

Lowell Thomas to remain on crutches another three months. Scroll 
he got from the Dalai Lama was presented Wed. (9) to Pres. Truman by 
Lowell, J! Ezra Stone of NBC's “Aldrich Family” to play in Mau- 
rice Evans’ “She Stoops to Conquer” legite: MBS' “House of Mys- 
tery” director Olga Druce to get Haitian citation today (Wed.) John 
Hayes, WTOP (D.C.) veepee, to lecture at Arno Huth’s New School 
series tomorrow (Thurs.) Fred Anderson, ex-Compton veepee, new 
director of AM-TV plans for McCann-Erickson Alex Taylor sport- 
inz-goods-to bankrc!! skiing series con WVNJ starting Dec. } WNEW 
flackess Elsie Rubenstein sporting engagement ring of Irv Smoler 
Trade amused by Bob Yoder’s Satevepost (Nov. 12) piece on radio's 
conception of newspapermen Henry Morgenthau III, of WNEW pro- 
gram dept., in Virgin Isles for week's hiatus. 

Ursula Halloran, assistant NBC trade press editor, upped to column 
ed Radio actor Allen Stevenson appears next week with Lionel 
Stander at Newark Opera House Dean Shaffner, ex-Biow agency, 
added to ABC sales presentation staff Robert M. Guilbert, NBC's 
Chi continuity acceptance chief, in Gotham for confabs and returns to- 
night (Wed.) Harold Day, of ABC spot sales, lectured at Fordham U. 
last eve (Tues.) ABC program veepee Bud Barry left Friday (11) 
for 10 days on Coast CBS’ Joe DiMaggio show renewed by M&M 
Candy Robert F. Adams has joined WINS sales John J. Anthony 
(WMGM) leit for Coast quickie trip Monday (14) and will return Sat- 
urday 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


John Guedel disclosed that he sold French rights to “People Are 
Funny” and it goes on 46 stations with a shampoo sponsor, too. Scripts 
will be shipped abroad and stunts dubbed in French Bob Nye has 
transferred back from Chicago and will work on the Armour account 
here at Foote, Cone & Beiding “Chick” MacGregor’s annual Christ- 
mas waxer will be “My Son Was a Wise Man,” with Michael Chapin 
and Barbara Britton essaying the leads Jack Benny and Red Skelton 
have arranged a courtesy exchange of guest shots Harry Ackerman 
is trying to get Margaret O’Brien in the mood for a series of programs 
on CBS Tod Russell, who emceed “Strike It Rich,” anchoring here 
because of his wife’s health Vie Hunter, formerly with Foote, 
Cone & Belding, writing a book on the adventures of a talent buyer in 
Hiollywood. There'll be a fat chapter on the fantastic tale of how he 
trailed Bing Crosby into Canada to try and land him for an account 


Adi di die dln 
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| mediate spurts and both have asked him back. The shows give him a 
big audience to plug his two pictures, “Dancing in the Dark” and 
“Beautiful Doll”.... Antony Stanford around to contact talent and whip 
‘up some TV ideas for Young & Rubicam.... Bill Smith at 20th-Fox is 
‘keeping the studio’s stars busy on radio. Last week he set Victor 
Mature, Linda Darnell, Dan Dailey, Maureen O'Hara and June Haver 
|for “Hollywood Calling” and Tyrone Power with Jack Benny... .Nate 
| Tufts checks out of the W. Earl Bothwell agency Dec. | after heading 
| up the Hollywood office for the past three years. 


IN CHICAGO... 


| WGN writer-producer Morrison Wood introducing his first book on 
cookery tomorrow (16) Lt. Comdr. Walt Kimmel offering Naval Air 
Reserve package for third straight year. Transcribed deal uses Paul 
Weston orch, Starlighters and Tom Red@y in a 15-minute musical 
format NBC education director Judith Waller guest of honor at 
U. of Texas banquet Nov. 19 in Austin Dave Edelson, prez of Com- 
mercial Broadcasters, celebrating 27 years in radio today (15) 

WBBM’'s Don Danielson and Peggy Heaton set with a Feb. 14 wedding 
date Cliften Fadiman in Chi this week for lecture NBC news 
chief Bill Ray in Gotham for convention of radio news eds WBBM 
producer Hooper White lined for Chi Catholic University club talkfest 
Jan. 15 Warblers Andzia Kuzack, John Carter, Ruth Slater, Bruce 
Feote and John Barclay in Gilbert & Sullivan's “The Gondoliers” on 
WGN No 19 David Grigsby named ad manager of Zenith Corp. 


after five years in dept Sheryl Leonard disking for WMOR every 
Sat. pm. from local theatre Bettina Gorfinkle joining W. B. Doner 
agency after stretch with Abraham & Straus, N. \¥ Tom Moore 


switching his “‘Ladies Fair’ show to 30 minutes later over Mutual-WGN 

Jerry Ellis, Columbia Transcriptions manager, noting 23 years of 
radio work this week WLS program director Harold Safford con- 
ducting own 15-minute halfhour of chitchat and radio angles 
WGN teeing off new musical half-hour on Wednesdays with Bob Trend- 
ler’s orch highlighting WMOR promotions include Jack Pitman to 
assistant program director, Stephen,Wood, to program manager (both 
assisting Jules Pewowar), and Bob Ss*hakne to acting news director 
Girls of the Golden West, record artists, return to WLS for guest stint 
on National Barn Dance this week. 
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RCA Color System 7 : 
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ing a fourth system was disclosed 
to the Commission by Dr. Lee de patibility as a requisite to an ac- 
Forest. radio pioneer. Dr. de ceptable system to protect the 
Forest testified he has a mechani- millions of set owners 
cal system, using a mosaic filter, Dr. de Forest supported in the 
which does not require the large main previous testimony by U. A. 
whirling disks required for CBS Sanabria, prexy of American Tele- 
color. His process uses 525 lines, vision Labs, favoring wider band 
he said, but is not compatible and | channels for video 
he knows no way of making it com- | agree that 24 mc is necessary for 
patible , color of good fidelity. He thought 
Inventor, who is 76, said he has | 12 me would be sufficient. Sana- 
transmitted color with his system pria had suggested that four VHF 
in the laboratory but has not done channels be combined to permit 
so over the air. He estimated it 24 me color with 1.100 line defini- 
might be a year before it is ready | tion 
for demonstration He has not Sanabria 
proposed it to the Commission, he 
explained, because it is so far 
from development. 


Criticizes CBS, 


advanced the novel 


Color TV—Circa 1890 


RCA 


Dr. de Forest rejected both the J; Chicago. Nov 15. 
RCA and CBS systems as being un- While the FCC-industry 
suitable for commercial manufac- wrangles over cqlor TV are 


going on in Washington, 


ture and requiring “considerable” ving 
WBKB gave its televiewers a 


development. But he _ thought 


each process should be given op-, taste of video color by dem- 
portunity, for a period of a year, to onstrating a process invented 
test their practical merits. in 1890. 














They're now calling George Jessel the Hooper hypoer. His guest Although his own system is non- Physicist Paul Stadelman, 
shots on “Hollywood Calling” and with Martin and Lewis yielded im- compatible, the scientist advocated appearing on a guest shot 
—— a ——— - a with WBKB news ed Ulmer 











Turner. used Venham’s disk 





Thanks to HAL HALPERN 


FOR A SPLENDID PRESS-RADIO 
AND TV JOB— 








“The Kebblers make 
some wonderfully use- 
ful sounds . .. like 
Wagner, they're ahead 








of their time.” 
Lauritz Melchior 
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AMERICA’S FOREMOST 
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ICELAND RESTAU 


Ds 


MGM RECORDS 
INT. ARTISTS CORP. 


Me 


Booking 









CORN 


Currently 


Appearing “'WE THE PEOPLE” 


with Lauritz Melchior 


that whirled at a r apid speed 
to give off basic hues of 
greens, purples. reds and yel- 
lows over the TV screens. 
Plaiter is striped alter- 
nateiy in black and white, and 
the excessive speed of revolv- 
ing that the black stripes, 
containing no primary colors, 
overlap the white, separates 
them into primary hues. 
Turner explained atierward 
that it was only a crude exper- 


x kkk 





iment, and was no distinct 
clue as to the future of color 
teevee. 

Eee 








opinion that the number of video 
Stations be reduced rather than 
increased. He thought eight VHF 
channels would be enough for 
black and white videe and that two 
24 me channels could take care of 
color needs on a share basis. 


American Tele manufacturers 
compenents and conducts a four- 
year engineering school in Chicago. 
Dr. de Forest is its research direc- 
tor. 

Aside from the demonstrations 
next week. FCC's color hearings 
will be in recess until Feb. 6. 
when eomparative tests of the CBS. 
RCA and Color Tele systems begin. 
Further testimony from wit- 
nesses will resume Feb. 13. 
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LERS 


NOVELTY BAND 


WCUO, Auto Workers’ 
IF M’er, Covers CIO Meet 
Cleveland, Nov. 15. 


ClO convention gave 
WCLO, United Auto Workerst FM- 


RANT, New York 


Recent 


outlet. a chance to service the 
unton meeting 

November 18 With CIO footing the bill, the 
Stalion recorded entire proceed- 


MUTUAL NETWORK 
Legal Dept. Harold Geller 


ings, then boiled it down to half- 
hour program that was relayed to 
65 stations in communities where 








sivong ClO sentiment exists. 





| 
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that the Commission require com- | 


|signed to 


But he did not | 


RADIO EXECS TO HEAR 
GEN. FOODS HIERARCHY 


Ralph Starr Butler, General 
Foods advertising kingpin emeri- 
tus and one of the advertising pio. 
neers in radio, will address mem. 
bers of the N. Y. Radio Executives 
Club tomorrow (Thurs.) after. 
noon at the Hotel Roosevelt. But. 
ler, who is currently engaged in 
writing a history of the mammoth 
GF corporation, will kick around 
the whole subject of advertising in 
radio and the new TV entry. 


Something in the nature of a 
“General Foods Day” for the club. 
men, the podium will also spot. 
light GF execs Charles Mortimer 
and Howard Chapin NBC's 
Charles R. Denny will also put 
in an appearance to present junior 
achievement awards 

John Karol. REC chairman. is 
currently whipping up some 
Christmas season hoopla for the 


club. Abe Burrows will emcee the 
festivities. 








| “Bored-casts’ 











—m Comtinued from page 37 


United. In addition. a bulletin 
gives facts on other themes which 
advertisers may want to give ex- 
tra support. For Nov.-Dec. these 
are Junior Red Cross, 4-H clubs, 
Christmas, Seals. Salvation Army 
and Arthritis-Rheumatism Fund 

Before a drive gets AC support 
it must: (1) meet standards of the 
National Information Bureau, a 
clearing house of information on 
fund-raising groups: ‘2' be non- 
partisan politically and not de- 
influence legislation; 
(3) be national in scope and 
potential interest. and (4) be 
of sufficient seriousness and im- 
portance to justify a network audi- 
ence. 

The indie stations have special 
gripes with the cuffo-time crowd. 
However, through the NABs Un- 
affiliated Stations Committee they 
are now coordinating their efforts 
through the AC Another mis- 
giving of the indies is that the 
charities build their good shows 
for the webs, while tossing the 
local stations a kit of 30-second an- 
nouncements This is being cor- 
rected somewhat via the indie com- 
mittee’s “public service network,” 
which is getting specially-produced 
platter broadcasts from the more 
important cause campaigns. such 
as American Cancer Societys 

Broadcasters know the plus they 
can get from tie-ups with worthy 
drives. For example. _ there's 
Philip Morris’ six-week campaign 


'for the Infantile Paralysis Fund, 


kicked off this week on the Horace 


|Heidt and Ralph Edwards pro- 
grams. And there's the 33 special 


| programs ABC and ABC-TV have 


aired this year on behalf of various 
organizations... The broadcaster's 
attitude is summed up by ABC 


| public affairs veepee Bob Saudek, 


'who says, “We don't 
| being asked for free time 


| ganizations which 


gripe about 
But we 
don’t like to do business with or- 
think ‘as long 
as we get on the air, it’s good. not 
‘what can be we do that wil! help 
us and radio?’ ” 

Baltimore — Harold Burke and 
family got a bigtime welcome 
last week returning from 38-day 
tour of European cities and resorts. 














‘ARCHIE ANDREWS '* 
SCRIPT +231 
By Carl Jampel 


CAST 
Archie ....... Bob Hastings 
Jughead .... Harlan Stone 


Mom ...... Alice Yolrman 

I ae! __ Art Kohl 

Veronica .... Gloria Mann 

ae Rosemary Rice 
* 


Director.. Ken MacGregor 
Announcer... Dick Dudley 
Organist... George Wright 


* 


NBC, Saturday, 12:30 P.M. 
*Based on Characters 
Appearing in 
“ARCHIE COMICS 
MAGAZINE" 
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UEW Showdown 





Test at Victor 


Philadelphia, Nov. 15. 

The United Electrical Workers | 
and its new CIO counterpart faced 
the first showdown test of strength 
when members of the RCA-Victor 
local met today (15) in Camden 
Convention Hall to hear represent- 
atives from both groups. 

The big RCA Local 103 has more 
than 6,000 members and its execu- 
tive board voted 9 to 8 to admit 
speakers from the two unions. It 
will be the first time since UEW 
dropped the CiO affiliation tnat 
the fight will break out into the 
open. Two separate meetings are 
scheduled—night workers meeting 
at 1 p.m. and the day shift meeting 
at 4:30 p.m. 

Officials of UE in New York re- 





ceived a formal policy statement 
from RCA-Victor notifying the 
union the company's agreement 


will continue to observed “in both 
letter and spirit.”” E. M. Tuft, per- 
sonnel director, stated the com- 
pany “recognized the right and 
responsibility of its employes to 
solve their own union problems. 
And it does not intend to get in- 
volved in such issues,” he added. 
The contract, recently won by UE, 
doesn't expire until June, 1951. | 
Under its terms the union has ne- 
gotiated a potential wage increase 
and an improved health, welfare 
and insurance program paid for 
entirely by the company 

At a meeting Saturday in Town 
Hall, some 1,000 members of Local 
107 voted unanimously to remain | 
in UE, the first of the big three 


electrical unions in this area to 
take this stand. The big Philco 
Local last week jumped into the | 


CIO camp. 

Elsewhere in the electrical union | 
mixup, Harry Block, state CIO sec- 
retary and acting international 
representative of the new Interna- 
tional Union of Electrical, Radio 
and Machine Workers ‘CIO), de- 
eclared the fight for control of the | 
6,000 members at the Westing- 
house Corp., in suburban Lester, 
Pa., “is far from finished.” 


AFRS ORDERED 
TO TRIM BUDGET 


Hollywood, Nov. 15 

Armed Forces Radio Services 
has been ordered by Washington 
brass to cut back its budget at least 
15%. Set up as a war agency to 
provide entertainment and infor- 
mation for troops overseas, it has 
been continued at full complement. 
AFRS has been turning out 16 
hours a week of its own programs 
to supplement 34 hours of network | 
shows and daily shortwaving of 
“Voice of America.” 

Col. Mason Wright, commandant | 
at AFRS, now a unified service, is | 
hopeful of saving Command Per- | 
formance, the agency's outstanding | 
program featuring guest stars from 
radio and pictures. 


Filmtone, Inc., May Buy | 
Darmour Let for Vid 


Hollywood, Nov. 15. 

Filmtone, Inc., is negotiating 
with Columbia Studios for Dar- 
mour Studios. Columbia has a- 
lease on the Darmour lot but has 
not been using it for the past two 
years. Film studio's pact has only 
11 months to go. A release from 
the lease would save Columbia 
from $15,000 to $18,000. 

Filmstone will use the lot ex- 
clusively for filming of television 
shows. Firm now handles “The 
Life of Riley” layout and has 
others pending. Studio's methods 
of filming vid programs allow for 
them to be rolled for from $2.100 
to $2,250 if packager pays thesps 











Ready WQXR Studios 
In N.Y. Times Bidg. 
Construction has started on new 
studios and offices for WQXR, 
N. Y. Times-owned indie, in the 
parent paper's remodeled building 
Work is expected to be finished 
next March, when the station will 
move from 730 Fifth avenue to be 


under the same roof with the 
Times for the first time. 
Two large studios and three 


smaller ones will be built, along 
with a master control setup, record 
library and offices. Station will 
occupy about 18,000 square feet. 


_ > J 7 
Hoosier’s WITV Preems 
Indianapolis, Nov. 15. 
WTTV, second television station 
in state of Indiana, began opera- 
tion at Bloomington Thursday 
night. U. S. Senator Homer E. 
Capehart attended kickoff pro- 


|8ram. Station, owned by Sparkes 


Tarzian, will operate from 7 to 9 
p.m. Monday through Saturday, 
featuring Bloomington high school 
pechetien games beginning Nov. 


Prices asked for telecasting In- 
diana University games at Bloom- 
ington look too steep for Tarzian 
at present. State's first TV station, 
WFBM-TV, Indianapolis, went on 
air May 30. 


Pittsburgh—Ted Newlin. formei 
salesman for WWSW and later 
with WPGH, has joined staff of 
Russell Pratt advertising agency. 
. . Jane Broderick, who has been 
secretary to the manager at WPGH 
ever since station opened two 
years ago, has resigned . . . Three 
local newspapermen, Karl Krug, 
of Sun-Telegraph; Si Steinhauser, 
of Press, and Harold V. Cohen, 
Post-Gazette, are regular judges 
for the guest-talent contest on 
KDKA’s half-hour Saturday night 
musical, ‘Welcome Aboard.” 


30% Drop in Philly 
Traffic Fatalities 
Laid to ‘Silly Willie’ 


A 50°% drop in traffic deaths has 
_been credited to the “Silly Willie” 


veloped and broadcast by the In- 
quirer stations, WFIL, WFIL-FM 
and WFIL-TV. 


| Robert A. Mitchell, chief en- 
|gineer of the Bureau of Traffic 
| Engineering, disclosed that motor 
| deaths here in Sept. and Oct., 1949, 
numbered 14, compared with 29 
for the corresponding menths of 
1948. The drop of 15 deaths was 
noteworiny Mitchell pointed oui, 
because motor vehicle deaths in 
1948 were the lowest since 1921 
He attributed it largely to the 
“Silly Willie” campaign 





Steubenville, O.—Thomas Mill- 
sop, president of Weirton Steel 
Co., Weirton, W. Va., has been 
elected president of the new Tvi- 
State Broadcasting Co., which will 
have studios in Steubenville, O., 
and in Weirton: It expects to start 
broadcasting before Feb. 1. 





campaign, a safety program de-| 


Supreme Ct. OK on Ark. Occupation Tax 
New Nightmare for Broadcasters 


Washington, Nov. 15. 

Broadcasters are in for some 
new headaches as a result of a 
Supreme Court action last week 
upholding right of a municipality 
to levy an occupation tax on radio 
Stations and radio salesmen. Un- 
less the court reconsiders and de- 


cides to review the case, it is ex- 
pected many cities will follow 
suit 

National Assn. of Broadcasters 
said yesterday ‘i4) it will file a 
brief next week in support of a 


petition requesting a rehearing by 
the court of its refusal review 
an Arkansas decision upholding a 
Little Rock ordinance imposing a 
$250 annual tax on stations and 
of $50 on salesmen. The highest 
court brushed the case aside with 
a brief opinion that it does not 
present “a substantial federal 
question.” NAB will contend 
otherwise. 

Case involves jurisdiction § of 


state and local governments over 
businesses engaged in interstate 
commerce and applicability ot 
various Supreme Court decisions 
on taxes on radio, telephone and 
telegraph companies. 

Stations KGHI and KARK in 


Little Rock fought the ordinance 
on the ground that broadcasting is 
“essentially” interstate, but the 
Arkansas Supreme Court, in an 
opinion last May, held the busi- 
ness “is intra-state as well as in- 
terstate.” Pointing to programs 
“wholly local” in appeal and ef- 
fect, the court said the ordinance 
taxes “only the local transaction, 
expressly exempting those #7) 
tuitous interstate aspects.” 

As to contentions that interstate 
and intra-state elements of broad- 


casting are “inseparable.” the 
court conceded that “the electric 
waves cannot be divided inte 


separate classes.” But this fact is 


‘Continued on page 52) 
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Groom.” Philip Morris took ad-, 
vantage of the Pillsbury and Sier- 
ling cuts to shift its “Ladies Be 
Seated" into the noon period. 
which “Party” vacates, and Walter 
Kiernan into the 2:55 p.m. slot 
caused by the “Bride” trimming 
Rolling with the blow, ABC 
came back quickly with another 
flour firm, General Mills which on 
Monday (14) started bankrolling 
15 minutes of the cross-the-board 


Shift to Daytime 


Increased activity in das 


time radio is being shown 
with General Foods having 
inked Edwin C. Hill for an 


ABC strip, General Mills pick 
ing up “Modern Romances 
on the same web and Pills 
bury skedded to back a seg- 
ment of Arthur Godfrey's 
morning stint on CBS next 
Spring. In addition, General 
Electric, Campbell Soups and 
General Foods are mulling ad- 
ditional expenditures on the 
networks for daylight airing 

Behind the trend is a desire 
to establish franchises on 
cream morning and afternoon 
times as a hedge against im- 
pending television inroads ir 
evening AM. In the _ past 
couple of years, cigaret outfits 
‘(led by Philip Morris! have — 
been moving into daytime ra- 
dio and other sponsors are fol 
lowing suit. 


* Modern 








Romances.” The web 

also signed General Foods for a 
five-minute strip with Edwin C 
Hill This was to take the 2:55 
p.m. spot, but Philip Morris picked 
up the availability before GF 
could clear the deal. 

ABC also got an order from 
Doubleday and Radio Offers fo: 
three half-hours weekly. The two 
outfits, via Hubert Hoge. will 
build three quarter-hour shows 
#%ei pick up the tab for 45 minutes 
of Buddy.Rogers’ “Pick a Date.” 

Pillsbury and Sterling debits 
cost the net 150 minutes of com- 
mercial time weekly (with the pos- 
sibility of another 75-minute loss 
if Galen Drake is dropped*. Its 
new daytime biz, however, repre- 
sents 190 minutes ‘a gain of 40 


New ABC Biz Offsets 


— Continued from page 35 





smaller 


but involves 
hookups. While Pillsbury uses 218 


minutes), 


stations, Doubleday will use 55 
outlets and General Mills 126. 


In evening time, Anahist is tak- 
ing up the Thursday episode of 
“Counterspy,” starting Dec. 1, on 
60 stations. Pepsi-Cola, which 
takes a winter hiatus (in lieu of a 
summer layoff) of five weeks. will 
return Jan. 3. Tuesday broadcast 
of “Counterspy” is open for the 
five-week period 

General Mills acquisilion of “Ro 


mances’ points up its concentrated 
barrage on ABC, with “Lone 
Ranger” (AM and TV), “Betty 


Crocker,” and “Jack Armstrong,’ 
for a total of six hours and 10 
minutes weekly 








| ‘One Big NAB’ 
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not eligible for active membership 
in NAB. In addition, the art in- 
volves problems peculiar to video 
some NAB 


feel that with TV operations in the 


However, members 


red the need for an overall organ- 
ization. with its economy of dues 
and potentially greater effective- 
ness, is essential. They point out 
that various servicing functions 
such as labor relations, are com- 
mon to both radio and video and 
that NAB is well equipped to han 
dle such problems. They further 
point to the establishment of a 
video division by NAB since the 
streamlining action taken last July 
at the board meeting in Ports- 
mouth. N. H., and the growth in 
video station membership from six 
last summer to 36 at present 

Agenda-wise. major subjects to 
be discussed by the directors will 
be the financial status of the or- 
ganization, dues schedules, devel- 
opments at the North American 
Regional Broadcasting Agreement 
conference in Montreal, the future 
of the Broadcasting Advertising 
Bureau, research projects, and 
1950 convention plans 

Possibility of further curtail- 
ment in NAB personnel, it is un- 
derstood, is unlikely. After stream- 
lining out its program department 
and the office of executive direc- 
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tor. NAB is believed to be “set” 
for a while. 
NARBA Hot Item on Agenda 
NARBA is expected to get plenty 


of attention, in view of resolutions | 


_passed at recent district meetings 
expressing concern at Cuban “raid- 
ing” of U. S. frequencies. Reports 
are to be presented by Forney 
Rankin, NAB government relations 
director, and Neal McNaughten, 
NAB director of engineting, who 
have been in constant attendance 
in Montreal. Also on the interna- 
tional front, the board will hear 
from Richard P. Doherty, NAB di- 
rector of foreign relations. who 
was a delegate to the International 
labor Organization conference in 
Geneva, Switzerland 

A committee headed by Howard 
ane and including James Shouse 
and Charles C. Caley will present 
a report on plans for the 1950 con- 
vention, to be held at the Stevens 
hotel, Chicago, April 12-19 

The directors may also give im- 
mediate recognition to approval by 
the membership of by-laws creat- 
ing two new television members on 
the board to serve until the con- 
vention. A total of 19 board seats 
are to be elected by referendum 
beginning in January. 

A report on membership will be 
presented. It will show a total of 
1,706 active members, compared to 
1.687 in June. 

Today’s opening board sessions 
were preceded by a series of com- 
mittee meetings during the past 
three days. Operations of BAB 
were considered yesterday bv an 
executive group composed of Rob 
ert D. Enoch, chairman; Frank U. 
Fletcher and Howard Lane 

Recommendations to round out 
revamping of NAB operations 
ted at Portsmouth were formu- 
lated. yesterday also by the Struc- 
ture Committee, composed . of 
Claire R. McCullough, chairman; 
Campbell Arnoux, Everett L. Dil- 
lar. John F. Meagher, H. W. 
Slavick and Paul W. Morency. 
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public know about the strongest 
schedule any network has been able 
to put together. We were backed 
up at the local level by unprece- 
dented affiliated-station coopera- 
tion And the result is that all 
radio listening is holding up in the 
face of competition. And CBS 
audiences are bigger than ever 
That, I think, is the most resultful 
sort of “public relations.” 

Take the other side of the coin: 
the advertisers. 


Take a statement (with doeu- 
mentation) like “In all advertising, 
there’s only one medium where 
one advertiser reaches over one 
half the population of the country.” 
That seems to me a pretty good 
story for radio. It happens to be 
the substance of a CBS full-page 
ad now running in the N. Y. Times, 
Herald Tribune and Wal! Street 
Journal—an ad which appeared in 
a long trade list within the last few 
wecks. 

Take the job that Nielsen did last 
Spring. He retabulated a very 
complete set of figures, showing 
conciusively that tne average net- 
work program was getting bigger 
audiences and delivered them at a 
lower cost per customer than three 
vears ago. This Nielsen material 
was used in meetings with adver- 
tisers and agencies throughout the 
country. It served as the basis 
for a very strong mailing piece 
out last Summer. It also served as 
titled “We don't know why they 
listen—but we do know they're /is- 
tening more than ever before.” 
Not only was this a high-level 


page book which was distributed 


cies 

Take the soon-to-be-released all- 
industry film. This ambitious and 
all-inclusive undertaking sells radio 
in all its forms, from network to 
local spot. And it is backed up 
with hard and fast success stories. 

In general, I believe that radio 
is completely conscious of its re- 
sponsibilities and is devoting more 
effort today to fulfilling them than 
in many years. 

And I further believe that radio's 
best insurance is many more won- 
dertul programs to win even big- 
ger audiences to produce even 
more effective sales for adver- 
tisers. 
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that Ted Oberfelder of ABC turned | 


source material for the CBS ad en- | 


tradepaper ad, but it became a 34- | 


this fall to advertisers and agen- | 


Cleveland—Ken Sleds has been 
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Some have said they simply don't 
know how it can be done. 


FCC could set 6 mec as a stand- 
ard for color, it’s generally agreed, 
but few believe this would mean 
much toward developing the art. 
since all systems now being con- 
sidered must work on this band- 
width. One hears corridor talk sug- 
gesting that both the compatible 
525-line definition systems (such as 
RCA’s) and the CBS 405-line proc- 
ess could be authorized, with the 
choice up te the staticn. If this 
were done. the station using CBS 
color would have to take its chance 
that set owners would buy adapters 
to receive the program in black and 
white or converters to get it in 
color. The only merit in the idea, 
some believe, is that the public 
could choose. But it’s considered 
extremely doubtful the complica- 
tions resulting from such dual 
standards would be practical. 

Long Wait a Hardship 

Requirement of compatibility as 
a standard, manufacturers contend, 
would permit transition from black 
and white to color without affect- 
ing the usefulness of present sets. 
Objections, however, are heard 
that such a requisite would mean 
a long wait for color and be a 
greater hardship con the public in 
that complete new sets would have 
to be purchased if color reception 
was wanted. The two compatible 
systems proposed (RCA and Color 
Television, Inc.) have also been 
opposed as complex and commer- 
cially impractical. 

On the other hand, it’s argued, 
the 6 me specification set by FCC 
for consideration at the present 
hearings has “smoked out” a color 
system, however prematurely. from 
RCA. Perhaps a 525-line require- 
ment would spur development of 
new systems or speed improve- 
ments in the admittedly unready 
RCA and the still-to-be demon- 
strated Color Tele processes 


Johnson advised Coy he hoped 
that, simultaneously with action 
on color, the Commission will 
adopt standards for commercial 
use of “a large number” of UHF 
channels to provide nationwide 
video. “I regard it as tragic for 
the ultimate development of tele- 
vision,” he said, “that the VHF al- 
location heretofore made is handi- 
capping the adoption of a truly 
equitable and scientifically prac- 
tical VHF-UHF allocation. 

“However,” he continued. “T 
trust that the Commission's final 
allocation in both bands will take 
into consideration problems both 
ot set owners and television 
licensees and not provide a hodge- 
podge for each city which may 
have to be revamped again in a 
| few years.” 

Johnson said the freeze on TV 
should be lifted when the proposed 
42 UHF channels are allocated to 
the.various cities and standards for 
their use promulgated. “The 
/ sooner that is done, the better.” he 
asserted. 


But until a decision is made on 
UHF. he declared, “it would be 
shortsighted to lift the freeze on 
VHF licensing. Easily identified 





selfish interests are laboring day 
and night to lift the freeze now 
and nothing more.” To do so with- 
out a definite plan for use of UHF. 
LL ER Se 


en. Johnson 


Continued from page 40 aaa 





(he cautioned, “would be both a 
scientific and economic absurdity.” 


Johnson's remarks on the freeze 
were apparently directed against 
| strong industry pressures on the 
Commission to forget about colo: 
and UHF and resume licensing of 
, VHF stations. 


| 5th Tele Net | 


its D. C. sister. at present affiliated 
with CBS-TV. Additional outlets 
might be video stations of Mutua! 
stockholders. With multiple affilia 
tion the rule rather than the ex- 
ception in TV, other 
might not be difficult to ink. 
Chief hurdle to WOR networking 
operations would be programs of 


national interest. However, Ron- 
son Lighters has auditioned MBS’ 
“20 Questions” as a simulcast and 








Stations 


. may start it as a WOR-TV stanza 


on Nov. 19. This is considered of 
network quality and other shows, 
particularly sports (on which WOR 
has placed heavy emphasis), may 
be syndicated. 

Another question concerns the 
relationship of the WOR-TV 
hookup with the projected Mutual 
video chain. MBS, in which WOR 
is a 20° stockholder, has said that 
it has a tele network under consid- 
eration, but no practical work on 
it has yet been undertaken because 
of the uneven development of its 
stockholders in the medium. Point 
arises whether WOR-TV would 
carry the ball for Mutual or go 
ahead on its own. In any event, 
it’s thought. setup of a Mutual TV 
web would have to be more 
centralized and tighter than the 
MBS AM operation. 


| 8 CBS Stations | 
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Dec. 1, when all the stations will 
have instituted new rates, the cost- 
per-thousand families will be down 
to $3.97 Total decrease is thus 
36°. Sutton said. 

All advertisers now using the 
network outlets will get the usual 
six-month protection. In addition 
to WCBS-TV, the stations inaugu- 
rating new charges are WCAL- 
TV. Philadelphia, up from $600 
to $1,000; WTVR, Richmond, $220 
to $250: WBKB, Chicago, from 
$600 to $800: WNAC-TV. Boston, 
| from $400 to $750: WOIC, Wash- 
ington, $300 to $450; WEWS. 
Cleveland. $500 to $600: and 
WHEN. Syracuse, from $150 to 
$250. Latter station will join the 
CBS interconnected web Dec. 1. 


Other CBS affiliates which have 
recently upped their rates are 
WNHC-TV. New Haven, from $300 
to $400: WGAL-TV, Lancaster, 
from $150 to $200; WTMJ-TV, 
Milwaukee, from $300 to $350: 
WRGB, Schenectady, from $250 to 
$325; KSD-TV, Si. Louis; $300 to 
$425; WBTV, Charlotte, $150 to 
$175: KTYV. Los Angeles. $500 to 
$750; WAVE-TV. Louisville, $200 
to $250; WTCN-TV. Minneapolis, 
$250 to $325, and KING-TV, Seat- 
tle. $200 to $300. Most of these 
stations have affiliation pacts with 


‘other webs, in addition to CBS. 
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Inside Televisi 

Eigin-American’s Thanksgiving show. scheduled for NBC-TV from 
8:30 to 10 p.m. that night, will have basically the same production crew 
that handled last year’s “Broadway Revue” for the web, including May 
Liebman as producer. Mel Tolken and Lucille Kalen have been pacty 
for the scripting; Esther Junger will handle the choreography: Fred Fo 
will design the sets, and Paul DuPont the costumes. Orch will ph 
conducted by Charles Sanford. Added to the guest list, which include: 
George Jessel as emcee, Milton Berle and the Ritz Bros., are the Chari- 
oteers and Mata and Hari. 


CBS-TV also extended the guest list this week for its Thanksgiving 
show, which is to be a simulcast bankrolled by Longines-Wittnauer in 
the 5 to 6 p.m. slot. In addition to the “Choraliers” and “Symphon- 
ettes.” the show will have dancer Bambi Lynn. pianist Leonid Hambro 
and violinist Oscar Shumsky. John Butler is doing the choreography, 
with Alan Cartoun slated to produce and direct ) . 


Product demonstration, generally considered the most effective 
method of television commercials, was disclosed to be relatively weak 
in a survey conducted by the Starch Reports on TV Commercials. with 
integrated plugs revealed as the best. Following two months of study. 
the research outfit listed integrated plugs with an 80 rating (percent- 
age of viewers over non-viewers who would buy the brand advertised): 
dramatic spots, 72; cartoon and stop motion, 63; demonstration. 25. and 
time and weather reports, 14. Starch video director. Jack Boyle noted 
the findings are preliminary and pointed out the ratings do not neces- 
sarily follow the degree of liking of the commercials. 

Texaco plugs, including both pitchman Sid Stone and the Texaco 
Quartet, rated highest in both categories of the commercial viewed most 
and the one best liked. Philip Morris’ “Johnny.” on the other hand. 
while high in viewing, was also relatively high in the dislike category. 
mostly because of distaste for “Johnny” and partly because of repeti- 
tion Runners-up in the best-liked division were Sanka Coffee (on 
CBS-TV “Goldbergs”), the BVD spot and Old Golds’ dancing cigaret 
package,” featured on NBC-TV’s “Amateur Hou 

New type of television camera lens 
will be used for the first time Saturday (19) by CBS-TV in its coverage 
of the Columbia-Brown footbal game. Designed by Dr. Frank G. Back. 
creator of the Zoomar lens, and named the Video-Reflector. the new 
device, while technically a 40-inch lens, consists only of mirrors. Fou 
special reflectors bounce the light beams back and forth to obtain 
magnification said to be so high that the figure of a man more than a 
block away from the camera will fill the entire screen 


Reflector, while it has a 40-inch focal length, is only 16 inches long 
and weighs six pounds, same as most other TV lenses. It can be mount- 
ed directly on a camera turret with other lenses without interfering 
with their operation. Lens control is obtained by adjustment of a ro- 
tatable “damper” (similar to that used in a chimney flue). It can pro- 
vide more or less light to provide F stop openings from F8 to F22. 


which actually has no lenses. 


All publications of the Television Broadcasters Assn., including the 
weekly newsletter, the monthly Washington reports and monthly pro- 
gram exchange service, have been consolidated into a new semi-monthly 
Joose-leaf service, First issue was mailed this week to TBA member 
stations and affiliates by secretary-treasurer Will Baltin. In addition, 
a new service titled “TBA Bulgetins.” digesting the growing activities 
of the organization, has been made a part of the semi-monthly review. 

TBA prez J. R. Poppele, who is engineering veepee of WOR, N. Y.. 
has submitted to members a year-end survey of the association. Ac- 
cording to Baltin, TBA’s “Quarterly Status of the TV Industry” will 
continue as an independent service to broadcasters. 





Indie Package 


Continued from page 40 


establish a reputation that will get 
more than just a_ brushoff 
the agencies and nets. 

45 a result of the squeeze play, 

imber of indie package outfits 
wiuich had originally peddled their 
shows for video are now consider- 
ing trying to sell the same shows 
on AM. Radio, they é¢laim, offers 
them a far more fertile field for 
their ideas and they reason it 
might be better to get the show 
and themselves established via AM 
and then convert the idea to video 
Such a system, they maintain, will 
give them a better chance to keep 
control of a program in their own 
hands when the conversion to 
video is made 


+t ory 
té 


Larger radio package outfits 
meanwhile, have been slow in get- 
ting into TV. Such producers as 
James Saphier, Masterson, Nelson 
& Reddy, etc., have only this year 
made the switch into tele. Smaller 
indies, who had attempted to get 
into video first, claim the better- 
known packagers have an advan- 
tage in that they can staff person- 
nel for both operations under one 
roof and duplicate the work of 
their employees. In addition to 
these, there are several indie out- 
fits recently set up to handle both 
radio and tele shows, such as PRB 
Inc., headed up by Mary Pickford 
Buddy Rogers and Mal Boyd 


Pickford’s Guest Shot As 
Prelude to Air Return 


Mary Pickford is 
make her first radio guest appear- 


scheduled to 


ance since moving to N. Y. from 


Hollywood when she joins her hus- 
band, Buddy Rogers, on his “Pick 
a Date” show Thanksgiving Day on 
ABC 

Former film star moved to N. Y 
a month ago to join Rogers and 
their personal manager, Mal Boyd, 
in a radio-TV package agency. She 
is presently considering her own 
radio show and is scanning scripts 
for a projected across-the-board 
daytime series, as well as a once- 
weekly half-hour program. 


Cream of Electioneering Budget 
Allotments Now Going to Radio 


Radio's growing importance in 
electioneering, to the point where 
it is taking about as much of po- 


. litical parties’ ad budgets as out- 


door billboards, newspapers and 


mail put together, is re- 
vealed by analysis of expenditures 
in the campaign which ended last 
week 

Broadcasting’s share of the paid 
political ad pie reached an un 
precedented high which shows that 
the mike has replaced the candi- 
dates’ soapbox. In the New York 
City campaign, the Liberal Party 
ploughed 50°?) of its coin into AM 
Gotham stations and N. Y 
networks reaped a harvest of more 
than $200,000, of which AM took 
97° and TV 3°% Of this, N. Y 
indies took 45° >, while the re- 
mainder went to network keys and 
Statewide webs. 


direct 


State 


Station which got the biggest po- 
litical billings was WMCA, with 
$31,239 coming from every ticket 
on the ballot and from independ 
ent committees for the various 
candidates Its "49 biz was 62' 
over the "45 mayoralty campaign 
81° over the °46 gubernatorial 
drive and 157° over the ‘48 Presi- 
dential take Local expenditures 
in mayoralty elections are highet 
than in gubernatorial voiing, which 
in turn tops spending in Presiden 
tial campaigns 

Another trend noted is a sharp 
@ncrease in the use of programs as 
opposed to spot announcements 
On WMCA, for example, the po- 
liticos used 27°) fewer announce- 
ments than in '45, while the num- 
ber of program segments bought 
skyrocketed by 109°; 

Pointing up the growing use of 
specific radio techniques for elec- 
tioneering was Rep. Vito Marcan 
tonio’s hour-long question-answer 
stint during which he talked to 
listeners who phoned in_ their 
queries. Mayoralty candidate New 
bold Morris conducted a two-hour 
election eve marathon during 
which he was heard on a different 
tation every 15 minutes. Further 


evidence of radio’s impact on the 
campaign was the special coverage 
given the political talks in the 
press and the fact that the small 
turnout in Times Square on elec- 
tion night was attributed to peo- 
ple’s catching the results on their 
loudspeakers instead of the tradi- 
tional Times news spectacular. 





New Tele Biz 











WGN-TV Chi reported TV 
Forecast will sponsor the station 
signoff for 52 weeks, sold direct, 
and announcements for Home Fed- 
eral Savings through Advertising 
Division: Weingartner through 
Lausesen & Salomon agency; Ed- 
lee Motors through Jones-Frankel 
agency 

WENR-TV, Chi, reported an- 
nouncements for Edlee Motors 
through Jones-Frankel; Communi- 
tv Motors through Leo Bott; Ko- 
runa Savings through Sherwin 
Rodgers: Pearson Industries 
through Herbert Hall; Simmons 
Sewing Machines through Ray 
Freedman: Johnson Motor Sales 
through Kennedy & Co.; St ton 
Distributors through Louis Smith; 
Popping Packages through Newby 
& Peron Chicage Motor Club 
through Agency Service 

WNBQ, Chi, reported announce- 
ments for Filtron Coffee Makers 
through Shrout Associates; and 
Chicago Furniture Cleaners 
through D. A. Greenwood agency. 


Central National 
Bank reports a highly successful 
giveaway on its Monday-through- 
Friday five-minute television news- 
WNBK at 6:55 Bank 
distributed pamphlet “Money Man- 
to 694 callers, after just 


Cleveland 


cast over 


agement 
four 30-second 
and 4,342 directories of downtown 
Cleveland after 14 brief announce- 
ments. Fuller and Smith and Ross 
is the agency. 























“King and Queen say: ‘Best show!’ ” 








LONDON “DAILY HERALD”: 


“The biggest laugh went to the Minevitch Rascals with cowboy Johnny Puleo.” 


Our Second ‘‘COMMAND” in Two Years 


BORRAH MINEVITCH 
HARMONICA RASCALS; | 


(Featuring JOHNNY PULEO) 


ROYAL COMMAND PERFORMANCE : 


London Coliseum Theatre, Nov. 7, 1949 





Direction: WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
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with situations telegraphing them- 
selves well in advance. 

Program concerned itself with 
a county sheriff and two veterans 
turned robbers. The eventual ap- 
prehension of the duo by the sher- 
iff was obvious and called for no 
particular whodunit talent. Damp- 
er was also put on the proceedings 
by the unnecessary Swedish typ- 
ing of some of the characters. De- 
voting each weekly segment to dif- 


ferent types of crime fighte: se 
ries might go over better if han 
died in a documentary fashior 
Cast varies weekly Pet 
; show he i 
oka but phoniness of the Swed 
ish accents was a hinderance 


TEEN AGI 
With Arnold Freedman 
15 Mins.; -Mon.-thru-Sat., 
Sustaining 
WROW, Albany 

Anothe 
to teen-age 


EDITOR 


4:30 p.m. 


local program 
listeners, this 


catering 
carries 


announcements and chatter, taped 
interviews from canteens and 
guesters by school talent. Arnoid 


Freedman, a 
with WROW, 


youngster associated 
broadcasts on George 


Michael's “Bandstand” disk jocke, 
show The quarter-hour block 
probably holds an appeal to its 
segment, one reason being that 
many of the kids have an oppor- 
tunity to hear themselves on the 
air. They are breathless, enthusi 
astic, hep, and sometimes blaze. in 


tvpical t.a. fashion 

Freedman’s glibness presumab! 
wins their approval, but he would 
do well to erase or overcome a 
certain smartness that may irritate 


He talks and laughs too much and 
gets too radio-wise, habits which 
sometimes result in fluffing. Freed 
mans voice is clear, but too high 
and a bit nasal. Occasionally. he 
reads commercials for Michael 
and handles them smoothly His 
faults are largely attributable to 
youth. A teen-age slang book is of 
fered Jaco 


MACY'S QUIZ TEEN SHOW 

With Eddie Clark 

Writer-Producer: Connie Conners 

30 Mins.: 11 a.m. Sat. 

MACY'S KANSAS CITY 

KCKN, Kansas City 
‘Potts-Calkins & Holden) 


The expanding Macy depart- 
ment store organization has just 
opened a deluxe major store in 


Kansas City, after buying out the 
former John Taylor outfit and re- 
building from basement to attic 
Store is going after biz with adver- 
tising galore, and this half-hour 
represents the first sustained ef- 
fort on radio. . 

Half-hour is devoted to building 
trade for the store's teen shop, a 
full department on the second floor, 
with prizes, pop music and disk 
Jockey in person. Eddie Clark, a 
vet among KCKN’s disk jockeys, 
handles throughout, conducting the 
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is given a chance to guess name of 
a record played and name of artist 
which plays it or show from which 
it is taken. Correct answers win 
contestant a merchandise prize 
from the teen shop. Win or lose, 
each contestant also gets a gift 
from the shop—a “Q-T” bracelet 
for girls, tie-clasp for boys. 
Format also calis for air appear- 
ance of show world or teen world 
personalities who are available 


This one had Donald Buka, radio 
! creen performer, currently in 
town as guest star in the Resident 
Theatre production of “Golden 
Bi Buka’s appearance was her 
ilded in display ad day before, and 


he proved out an interesting inter- 


for the coke and malted milk 
Broadcasts are made remote from 
the teen shop, and no question 
about it building trade, as high 


school youngsters already are pack- 
ing the place with show only in its 
third week Already show has 
posed a couple of quizzers for the 
sponsors and agency which pro- 
duces. For one thing, some teens 
are squares when it comes to pop 
music, and some are intensely hep 
how to guage the musical dieries 
not to make show too tough 
or too easy tor general run is still 
being worked with. Clues from 
Clark help them a bit, but there's 
to favor 


s) dad 


no submerging the show 
either sponsor or followers 

Show in only one locally so aimed 
noint-blank at. the teer agers and 
it is doing a job for Macy's on 
quite a reasonable budget. For the 


enthusiasm and keyed up spirit it 
reflects, it’s not bad listening for 
the radio dial twirlers at large 


Quin. 


NBC Tension Eased 
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pee Harry Kopf moving in as boss 
man in the whole sales manage- 
ment picture Veepee Charles 
Hammond will operate under Kopf 
as the top promotion man. 

New emphasis will be directed 
at the web's o-&-o operations (in- 
cluding the six AM and five TV 
stations’, with the whole sphere of 
station relations to be explored 
anew In the o-&-o area, there 
will be two new and major posts, 
that of director of o-&-o0 opera- 
tions, which will be assumed by 
James Gaines, who in turn will re- 
port to a veepee in charge of 
o-&-o stations and integrated serv- 
ices. Latter will be in charge of 
the entire o-&-o setup. In turn, 
the o-&-o station managers will be 
responsible to Gaines. 

A controller will also be desig- 
nated for the AM side, as well as 
ene for TV. 

Along with sales and promotion, 
major accent will be focused on 
programming and production, with 


Tom McCray continuing at the pro- ‘ 














interview, asking the prize ques- 

tions and giving the clues. Each 

coniestant gets a minute or so to gram helm. 
talk thines over with Clark. then Among 
- — — 


the departments that 
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launched by Pulse. 


| points, 


| will remain centralized and do a 


“horizontal” job, embracing both: 
radio and TV, will be press. 
veepee Sydney Eiges continuing at 
the head of the 
projection, 
Veepee William Brooks takes 
over news and special events in | 
AM. reporting to Denny, with | 
Frank McCall moving into the TV 
phase of news and special events 
under Fred Wile. Other veepees 
retaining titie and executive func- 
tions, though some perhaps under 
revised uties. include William 
H. Hedges, John F. Royal (TV) and 
Chief Engineer O. B. Hanson 


Stepchild 
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records has been replaced with the 
concept that the musical selections 
are built into integrated programs 
Advantage of the library shows 
over open-end packages is that 
they are more flexible and can be 
handled by a local announcer with 


copy or tunes switched 
Lang-Worth has a_ production 

unit creating airers with special 

themes, pace, balance, time for 


commercials and scripts of network 
quality Its series include D’Arte- 


ga’s “Cavalcade of Music.” “Silver 
Strings” and stanzas using hillbilly, 
western, vocal and small instru- 


mental groups, as well as soloists 
In addition, material includes mood 
and special occasion music, record- 
ings of concert and dance hall ap- 
and Uttier WeVices Witch caf 
be used in local shows. The ap- 
proach is that a library should con- 
tain “butter and eggs” staples, 
while a station's over-the-counter 
disks add the whipped cream. 

Technically, L-W is introing a 
new two-ounce, eight-inch plastic 
platter which plays seven minutes 
per side and has a self-cuing device 
—an embossed arrow pointing to 
the exact spot on the groove where 
the music starts. All records are 
cut at the same level, eliminating 
the need for engineers manipu- 
lating volume indicators Press- 
ings are made at L-W’'s new Long 
Island City plant. 

RCA's 


pidiise 


Thesaurus, recently taken 
over from NBC, has been hypoed 
with new stanzas—Claude Thorn- 
hill’s “Win a Holiday” and “Fran 
Warren Sings.” Thornhill series 
includes a local contest angle, with 
national winners to get a free trip 
to N. Y. 

Associated, a division of Muzak, 
and Standard are also going in for 
the program and promotion aid 
pitch. Among Associated’s shows 
are “The Stars Sing,” “‘Music for 


America” and Evelyn Knight. Feel- 
ing in the field is that keener com- 
petition and hypoed activity is tak- 
ing the libraries out of the filler 
class. 
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two-way publicity , 









Phil Harris 


| —. Continued from page 35 


| projected move is reported meet- | 
ing with resistance on the part of | 


Ben Duffy. prexy of BBD&O, agen- 
cy on the Rexall account. (The 
Duffy influence on the Rexall 
showcase, it’s said, far transcends 
the agency representation.) 

It’s recalled that once before 
Harris was given the alternative 
of moving into the Sunday night 
at 8 time on CBS, when the lineup 
would have read: Benny, Amos ‘n’ 


Andy, Harris-Faye: and Bergen. 
However, Harris was adamant in 
refusing to accept anything but 
the 7:30 post-Benny time, which 
Was already contracied foi by 
Charles Luckman ‘Lever Bros.) 
on behalf of the “A&A” team. Har- 
ris, with Duffy's blessing, settled 
instead for the continued 7:30 ride 
on NBC, minus the pickup he had 
been getting from Benny before 


the latter joined Paley & Co. 
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tured” and that televising an- 
nouncers reading copy and having 
a spoken commentary over news- 
reel clips are not satisfactory 


Charles Hull Wolfe, McCann 
Erickson broadcast copy chief and 
author of “Modern Radio Adver- 


tising,” said that a worldwide TV 
news network could be set up for 
$6,000,000 a year and that when 
the video audience was large 
enough, such a project could be 
financed by a bankroller. He add- 
ed that AM news stanzas had not 
been hit by the TV boom and that 
AM sports airers had gained lis- 
teners. 

Outgoing NARND prexy Sig 


Michelson reviewed the organiza- 
tion’s growth and activities, par- 
ticularly citing its analysis of wire 
services and its fight for radio’s 
equality with the press. The num- 
ber of stations maintaining their 
own newsrooms has _ increased 
Sharply in the past three years. he 
reported, “but the vast majority 
is willing to trust news to staff 
members with no news training 
and no understanding of the com- 
munity impact of news. It is also 
unfortunate that news personnel 
has far too little prestige within 
the station itself.” 
New officers of 

Jack Shelley, WHO, 
prez; Ben Chatfield, 
con, first v.p.; 
Cedar Rapids, 
don Peterson, 


NARND are: 
Des Moines, 
WMAZ, Ma- 
Jim Borman, WMT, 
second v.p.: Shel- 
KLZ, Salt Lake 
City, treasurer, and Soren Mon- 
koff, WOW, Omaha, secretary. 
Board of judges made its annual 
awards to Arthur Stringer, secre- 
tary of the NAB News Commit- 
| tee, for an individual contribution 


‘to radio news progress; to WHAS, 


show on the hight that the Hooper. 


boys were sampling. 
pened was that Crosby moved up 
to a 15.6. He not only gained 5.2 
but left NBC's “Mr. D. A.” 
trailing behind with a 12.5. On 
top of that, the Groucho Marx CBS 
show preceding Crosby grabbed 
off a 14.1 to outstrip NBC's “Break 
the Bank.” which garnered a 12.0. 
NBC's only solace was in its “Big 
Story” out-Hoopering Burns & 
Allen, 14.5 to 12.4. 

With Hepe currently experienc- 
ing a rating stump on his own 
show. NBC was hopeful that 
Crosby's reciprocal guest shot last 
night ‘Tues.) ‘also a Hooper sam- 
ple night’ would have 
wholesome effect. 


WOR Survey 


aes Continued from page 35 


What hap- 

















ing people in their homes, deter- 
mining what they're listening to, 
how many are there, whether there 
are other sets tuned in, economic 
status, age, sex and other data. 
The survey is being conducted 
between 9 am. and 8 pm. in 16 
metropolitan N. Y. counties, with 
50,000 interviews to be made in a 
week According to WOR research 
topper Bob Hoffman, there have 
been enough indications of differ- 
ences between phone and non- 
phone homes and in city and sub- 
urban homes to warrant 
curate survey of the trends. If 
other stations back the plan, a reg- 
ular study using the = simuita- 
neous interview technique may be 


an ac- 


the same | 


Louisville, for the best commu- 
nity service in news, and to WBAP- 
TV, Fort Worth, for the outstand- 
ing video news presentation. 





Seattle—Sheelah Carter, sister 
of the late Boake Carter, and a 
w.k. newscaster and commentator 
in her own right, is now doing a 
15-minute, seven times a week 
news and commentary program on 
KJR, local ABC outlet, for Fred- 
erick & Nelson, large local depart- 
— store. Program airs a !10 
. m. daily. 





| them 


| ‘Wisconsin FM in Double 


Risley: Doing Biz Sans 
Live Voice, Live Music 


Chicago, Novy. 15. 
WNAM-FM, Neenah, Wis. jg 
twice a Ripley—it’s on the air six 
days weekly without a live voice 
or live music, and it makes money, 
Station's team of general man. 
ager Don C. Wirth and sales man- 
ager Fred Sample, after 


, 0.0.i1ng 
other FM operations, and looking 
at the blood-red balance sheets 


and budget-eating programming at- 
tempts came up with a eme 
they believe can be used to advan. 


} 
sch 


tage by every FM outlet 

In WNAM-FM’s setup. the only 
staffer required is one operator 
working at the transmitte Pro- 
gramming equipment consists of a 
200-selection Seeburg automatic 
record player, a London Records 
library, and a spool of wire-record- 
ed station breaks and commercials 
At 9 a. m. each day, the electric 
clock on the Seeburg puts the sta- 
tion on the air with the first ree. 
ord. Music is faded down for the 
recorded sign-on and first commer- 
ciai. Each half-hour thereafter the 
operator goes through the same 
procedure—music down station 
break and commercial, music up 

Seeburg’s equipment holds 100 
records with 200 sides, making it 
possible to program several days 
without duplicating a number 
Every three days the _ station 
changes the records Only in 
Stiaimentai wuimbeis ave used to 
eliminate the possibility of vocals 


conflicting 
breaks and 


with the superimposed 
commercials 
Commercially, Wirth and Sam 
ple have tied up Krando Food 
Stores, a Wisconsin chain, to a 
two-year contract for the announce 
ments on a storecasting arrange- 
ment. 














City at Midnight 


Continued from page 41 











 omememneill 
on the screen. Indicative of the 
paper work involved were the ex- 
tras used in the preem, “Colonel 


from Rivington Street’—350 in a 
synagogue, another 50 in a bar, 
plus the people in the streets. On 
the second show, “52nd Street,” the 


script called for a 24-hour time lag 
between acts, which necessitated 
two complete sets of extras as pa- 
trons in a nitery. Dahlman has 
been paying them off with anything 
from tickets to a TV show to a $10- 
bill, but said he would have no 
aversion to an established wage 
scale for them. 


Other problems also crop up 
from time to time. In “52d Street,” 
for example, one locale used was a 
Nedick’s eatery stand. Sixth ave- 
nue subway ran directly, beneath, 
and every time a train rumbled un- 
derground the lights used for the 
set dimmed. Only six light units 


|are employed for the show—all of 


standard-sized ‘‘scoops”’— 
which necessitates the men han- 
dling them running all over the 
street to get set up for the next 
shot. And, most important, with 
the location sites available being 
limited, the stories that can be used 
are also limited. To date, Dahiman 
has been forced first to find his 
location and then find a story to fit 
it. 
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men’s 
wing over the Buckeyes’ 
men and troubles. 
ler has 
eV atural. He is telegenic on the 


screen and fluent for audio. Each 
week he discusses what was wrong 
and what was right in last Satur- 
day's game and diagnoses the con- 
test two days away. 

Setting for the program is a 
locker room with tile walls, sign 
ointing to showers and benches 
for his guests, who usually are four 
or five business and professional 
men (and usually alumni) trom 
Columbus and nearby cities. They 
are different each week. 

Show falls into two parts In 
the first 15 minutes Fesler explains 
a play series used by Ohio State 
employing diagrams to point out 
the theory and films of former 
games to illustrate how the plays 
actually work out. He talks easily 
and in laymen’s language so that 
even the sorriest grid dud knows 
what the coach is driving at. 

During the final quarter-hour 
Fesler faces a barrage of questions 
from the assembled armchair quar- 


terbacks. Some of the queries are 
embarrassing but he faces up 
squarely even though it may be 


bitter. 


Last week’s locker room talk 
centered about the difficulty the 
Bucks had with Pitt. Fesler, who 


aia . 
sain -he 


hed 
competitive 


used to coach at Pitt, 
never seen a better 
player than Cecconi. 

This is strictly for football fans 
but since Ohio State is certain to 
break its stadium attendance rec- 
ord this year, it looks like every- 
one in the city and for some miles 
around is a fan. 


Commercials, live and _ film, 
don't attempt to tie in with the 
grid theme, but are straight 
: Dean. 


show-to-sell” plugs. 


FIFTY CLUB 
With Ruth Lyons, Paul Jones, Gene 

Griffin, Arthur Chandler, Jr. 
Producer: Gene Walz 
60 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 12 p. m. 
Participating 
WLW-T, Cincinnati 

Queen of the airlares hereabouts 
for more than a decade, Ruth 
Lyons is just getting intc televi- 
sion, which is adding jewels to her 
crown. Her chief appeal is to 
housewives. 

Established several years ago on 
Crosley’s 50,000-watt WLW, the 
Lyon's Fifty Club is a luncheon 
frolic for women. Only 50 of them 
can attend a single session and 
reservations have been consistent- 
ly solid six months or more in ad- 
vance. Generally the attendees 
are in groups from points within 
a 300-mile radius of Cincy, mak-— 
ing the trip in chartered busses 
and arriving early enough for the 
WLW Lyon’s “Morning Matinee” 
Participation show in Crosley’'s 
downtown studios. For TV, the. 
Fifty Club shows have been moved 
from the Gibson hotel to WLW-T’s 
hilltop studios and meals are pro- 
vided by a caterer. 


Television Reviews 


Continued from page 42 
and alumni gatherings or- cheer. 


| 


Crosley relays the full-hour pro- | 


gram to its TV stations in Dayton 
and Columbus for genera! or lo- 
cal sponsorship and also picks it 
up for standard and FM listeners. 

Miss Lyons, a plumpish person- 
ality, presides over the studio pro- 
ceedings from a desk chair. Paul 
Jones is her handyman and foil. 
Gene Griffin, pleasing singer, 
solos standard tunes and helps lead 
the homemakers in chorusing of 


“Happy Birthday” and other warm-. 


up ditties. Varied fare includes 
the surefire “London Bridges,” and 


ba 


| _ Currently Miss Lyons is 
ized for the sole purpose of | renewing her annual drive for funds 


to furnish equipment and toys for 
childrens’ hospitals in Cincinnati, 


turned out to be a Indianapolis and Louisville. which | 


bagged a buxom $40,000 last year. 
Koll. 





CLUB KICKOFF 
With Nancy Wright, Norm Sherr, 

Jim Hamilton 
Director: Lloyd Ellingwood 
15 Mins., Sat., 1:15 p.m. 
ISBELL’S RESTAURANTS 
WGN-TV, Chicago 

(Jones Frankel) 

This engaging little show pre- 

cedes the weekly college football 


games, and does a practical job of 


getting viewers grid-minded by 
using a potpourri of pop songs, 

piano solos and pigskin chatter. 
Nancy Wright, who's a neat 


vocalizer as well as telegenic. car- 
ries the ball throughout with such 
tunes as “Yes, Yes in Your Eyes,” 
“Somebody Loves Me” and “Make 
Believe.” She gets a couple of 
scoring assists from capable pian- 
ist Norm Sherr, and emcee Jim 
Hamilton. 

The play lags in spots. when the 
trio gets to fumbling on the scrim- 
mage line with football predictions 
and results, a subject it obviously 
knows as much about as the water- 
boy. 

Otherwise. it’s a  nleasant 15 
minutes of music, and shows off 
three likable TV folks to good ad- 
vantage. Plugwise, the sponsor 
could get better results from a 
studio showoff of his prize steaks 
than from the weak card-verbal 
combo used. Mart. 


THE WEATHERMAN 
With Howard Tupper 
Producer-writer: Tupper 
15 Mins.; Mon. thru Fri., 6:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WRGB-TV, Schenectady 

Keen interest which area radio 
stations have manifested for sev- 
eral years in comprehensive 
weather reports is reflected in new 
television counterpart. Advan- 
tage of visual over aural is discern- 
ible as the second telecast opens 
with a map of New York state. A 
map of the U. S. supplements this. 
Tupper uses the latter for a broad- 
er picturization of cold fronts, 
high and low pressure areas, and 
their movements. He returns to 
the state map for a recap and fore- 
cast for the Albany-Schenectady- 
Troy-Glens Falls-Pittsfield sector. 
When time permits, telecaster goes 
into Vermont and New Hampshire. 


Occasionally, Tupper’s presenta- 


_tion becomes too complicated and 


his speech too rapid, but stint is 
WGY veteran announcer’s best to 
date in video. Lighting and pho- 
tography have improved, although 
not always perfect. 

Jaco. 





ANNIVERSARY PARTY 
With Tom Field, Bob Reed, Row- 
ena, Louise Winslow, Joe Bova, 
Jack Elton, By Wade, Sherry 
Spaeth, John Bankhurst, David 
Schall, Ed Wallace 
Director-producer: Carl Freeborn 
30 Mins., Sun. (Oct. 30), 7 p.m. 
WNBK, Cleveland 
Celebrating its first anniversary 
on the air, NBC’s video outlet here 
put its best foot forward in a half- 
hour presentation of its accom- 
plishments. The result was 30 min- 
utes of pleasant entertainment that 
spoke of its attributes by an easy- 


| to-take performance of music and 


musical chair games and handouts. 


of hats, purses and sundry gifts 
for winners and as attendance 
awards. The “kids,” as Miss Lyons 
affectionately terms sitters-in, also 
are rewarded for household hints. 
Arthur Chandler, Jr., vet Crosley 
staffer, supplies organ accompani- 
ment in style. 

Adds up to a typical midwestern 
omey sociable, spiced with Lyons 
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FOR SALE 
New, unusual marionettes & puppets; 
with mechanized features, special 
Props. Selling out business, reosonable. 
Write or phone for appt. RILLING, 
16 W. 55th, New York, Circle 7-3249. 











patter. 
The general scene was that of a 


party, with Tom Field welcoming | 


the guests as they arrived for the 
final climax—the cutting of a 
birthday cake poepares by Louise 
Winslow. Highlights of the stanza 
were the musical offerings of Row- 
ena, Bob Reed, Jack Elton and 
John Bankhurst, with Joe Bova's 
twinkling toes changing the pace. 
Patter by Ed Wallace and By Wade 
hit some of the special events and 
other programming of the year. 
Camera-wise, the show moved 
smoothly. Mark. 


Chi’s Religioso Biz 


Chicago, Nov. 15. 

WENR, Chi, reported Village 
Church of Western Springs will 
bankroll “Songs in the Night,” 30- 
minute Sunday musical with vo- 
calist George Shea, through Wal- 
ter Bennett agency. 

WGN, Chi, reports Christian Re- 
formed Church will renew “Back 
to God” show, 30-minute Sunday 
religious airer, 





through Evars Associates agency © 






for 52 weeks . 





Schwimmer, Scott 


=amnnemmmmmeeececceeececeeeee—== Continued from page 37 
as Nu-Enamel, Sanford Ink, New is Feature Foods = oo 
Era Potato Chips, Lake Shore Which'll separate with Paul E. 
Honey and Rap-In-Wax. Mitchell Faust and Lyman Weld working 
P- ” ‘ ful! time on it. 

Faust account execs migrating to Merger gives Schwimmer & 
S&S are Holman Faust, R. A. L. Scott a flock of lucrative accounts 
Herwig and Earl Sproul, along to add to its fast-growing list, 
with most of the office personnel. which already embraces such lush 

Aubrey, Moore & Wallace agen- clients as Esquire and Coronet 
cy grabbed off two M-F accounts mags, Salerno-Megowan Biscuits, 
in Moorman Manufacturing and Old Nick Candy, Walgreen Drugs, 
Horton Manufacturing, and will Hirsch Clothing, Keeley Brewing 
absorb ex-Mitchell-Faust execs D. and midwest division of National 


A. C.’s FOURTH STATION 


Philadelphia, Nov. 15. 
NBC is expected to make a tie- 
up with the new station recently 
approved by the FCC for the At- 
lantie City area. 


FCC gave its approval on an ap- 
plication filed two years ago re- 
questing a fourth station at the re- 
sort. New outlet will be operated 
by Pioneer Broadcasters, Inc., 
headed by Charles E. Rupp. One 
of backers of project is W. Scott 
Ireland, mayor of Pleasantville, 
N. J., where station will be located. 





















































New outlet will give NBC a R. ‘Spec) Collins and Russ Cun- Tea Stores, all of whom are heavy 
breakin into Atlantic City ether, ningham with them. users of radio, and potential fat 
other three webs already in. Another exception to the merger users of TV. 

a 
THE OFFICERS OF 
< 
express their profound appreciation to the fol- 
lowing distinguished artists who participated in 
the 16th Annual presentation on Monday eve- 
ning, November 14th at Madison Square Garden, 
on behalf of the United Jewish Appeal of Greater 
New York. 
Joey Adams Guy Lombardo ond Orchestra 
Morey Amsterdam The Mariners ' 
Kay Armen Tony Martin 
Abe Burrows Kyle McDonnell 
Jean Carrol Robert Merrill 
Sid Caesar Lucy Monroe ™ 
Jack Carter Peiro Brothers 
~ The Chordettes Dick Rodgers 
Marion Colby Buddy Rogers 
Diosa Costello Lanny Ross 
Denise Darcel John Sebastian 
Jeanette Davis Herb Shriner 
The DeMarco Sisters Mary Small 
Billy Eckstine Jo Stafford 
Harry Hershfield Harvey Stone 
Miklos Gafni Sid Stone 
Arthur Godfrey Audrey Totter 
Golden Gate Quartet Arthur Treacher 
Jackie Green Sonny Tufts 
Allan Jones Paul Weston and Orchestra 
Lisa Kirk Bobby White _ i 
Bill Lawrence Paul Winchell 
Sam Levenson Henny Youngman 
; 
NATHAN STRAUS JAMES SAUTER 
Chairman Chairman, Producing Committee 
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CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 








Philadelphia — Tom Moorehead, 
WFIL sports director, has been 
named president of the Herberi J. 
Pennock Memorial Baseball Club 
for 1950. Moorehead, who broad- 


casts sports fare twice daily over. 


WFIL, succeeds Judge James C. 
Crumlish as head of the organiza- 
tion, which was founded in honor 
of the former New York Yanks 
pitcher and manager of the Phils. 


Cleveland—Gene Carroll, known 
throughout radio for his “Jake and 
Lena” roles, has resigned from the 
staff of WJIMO to devote more time 
to his talent school However, he 
still remains with WEWS 


Syracuse—‘“So You Want to Get 
a Job,” special vocational series 
originating from Syracuse U.'s Ra- 


dio Center, is currently being aired 
as public service feature over 
WSYR, local NBC affiliate. Shows 
are designed to help high school 
and college students in mapping 
their futures. 

Kansas City—Thad M 
girom is the new general manage 
of KSEK, Pittsburgh, Kans He 
joined KSEK in January as sales 
manager, and formerly was pro- 
motion manager of KTOP, Topeka 

Houston — The Houston Sym- 
pliony Orchestra under the direc- 
tion of Efrem Kutrz has begun its 
ith year ef breadcasts over the 
Stations comprising the Texas 
Quality Network. Airings formerly 
heard on Saturday will now be 
heard for a half hour each Monday 
night 


Sand- 


Seattle KIRO. local CBS 
Jet, has inaugurated a new pro- 
gram, “Classified Ads,’ designed 
to allow individuals use of the sta- 
tion's coverage for ads similar to 
those in the classified section of a 
newspaper. Program, of five- 
minute 
and spots are 


out- 


limited to 50 words. 


Cleveland—Hooper doesn't 
WERE 
A \evelanders apparently like “Call 
for Classic,” a 90-minute, six-day- 
a-week show starting at 9. Siation 
threatened to take show off, but tor- 
rent of letters protested so strong- 








_ we 


“AMERICA’S FINEST 
WESTERN ACT”! 








The Texas Rangers, stars of 
stage, screen, radio and tele- 
vision, early this summer 
made a personal appear- 
ance tour in the Midwest. 
They are pictured here in 
Oklahoma City, when they 
were commissioned honor- 
ary Colonels of the State of 
Oklahoma by Governor 
Roy J. Turner. 


The Texas Rangers tran- 
scriptions, used on scores 
of stations from coast to 
coast, have achieved Hoop- 
eratings as high as 27.4. 


#4 Advertisers and stations 
—ask about our new 
sales plan! 


Wire, write or phone 


ARTHUR B. CHURCH 


Productions 
KANSAS CITY 6, MisSsOuaRi 








s, is broadcast at 10:30 p.m. | 


| 
rate 
night-showing highly, but 


} and KMOX, St. 


ly station said it would continue. 
Within first two days, station re- 
ceived over 1,500 letters, some with | 
contributions to keep the | 
sustained. 


Regina, Sask.—CKCK, Regina. 
has established scholarships and 
awards totalling $650 for dramatic 
groups in Saskatchewan, presenta- 
tion to be made after regional 
drama festivals are held early next 
year 

Dallas—Bob Cady and his Pals 
of the Prairie are being sponsored 
each Saturday morning for a quar- 
ter-hour on KLIF here by the 





Crest theatre, Seagoville, and the 
Kaufman Pike Drive-In Theatre 
here 


Manchester, N. H.—The Gran- 
ite State Broadcasting Co., which 
owns and operates WKBR-FM in 
this city and WTSV-FM in Clare- 
mont, has been granted a permit 
by the FCC to erect a new sta- 
tion in Brattleboro, Vt. 

Bostom—WCOP, Hub's ABC out- 
let has for the fourth consecutive 
year, copped ABC's award for out- 
standing audience promotion on its 
chain programs. Based on a poll 
of advertising directors and ac- 
count execs, WCOP has finished on 
top or near for the six years poll 
has been in operation. 


St. Louis—Ken Johnson, south- 
paw pitcher for the St. Louis Car- 
dinals has joined the sales staff of 
KXOK-FM. Three members of 
KXOK heard wedding bells in the 
past fortnight. They are Al Brandt 
and William Noonan of the news 
dept. and Miss Verena Hoerchlet 
of the continuity Copt. 


—_-—_— 


Temperance Suit For 


$33,000,000 vs. CBS 
Dismissed in L’ville 

Louisville, Nov. 15 
Federal Judge Shelbourne last 
week ordered dismissal of a $33.- 
000,000 temperance suit against 
CBS on the plaintiff's motion. Lo- 
cal attorney Henry M. Johnson 
filed motion to dismiss. Original 
action was filed two years ago by 
Johnson, prez of the Kentucky Sun- 
| day School Assn., with Sam Morris, 
| Dallas, Tex., evangelist and dry 
crusader, alleging the network re- 


fused to sell time for temperance, 
abstinence and welfare interests. 


Johnson said nine-tenths of what 
was wanted was accomplished 
when the network and affiliate 
stations agreed to sell choice radio 
‘time. Time was purchased on CBS- 
/owned stations WBBM, Chicago, 
Louis, and affili- 
j}ates KRLD, Dallas, and WWVA, 
| Wheeling. Tuesday night airings 
| begin Dec. 6. Time also is bought 
on other key stations for airings 
by Morris, Johnson said. 


‘The suit, brought “on behalf ot 
| the boys and girls of America.” 

‘also asked dissolution of the 169- 
station network, including the lo- 
cal CBS outlet, WHAS. It named 
the Schenley Distillery Corp. a 
subsidiary, and officers and stock- 
holders of CBS as co-defendants. 


Ancther St. Loo FM’er 
| (WIL) Throws in Sponge 


St. Louis, Nov. 

WIL last week tossed Al “the 
sponge on its FM _ broadcasting 
when it advised FCC that it was 
returning its FM license. The sta- 
tion, owned and operated by the 
Missouri Broadcasting Co... of 
which L. A. Benson is the top man, 
was the first St. Louis station to 
obtain a FM license. Other than 
to state that the FM discontin- 
uance was due “for obvious rea- 
sons” there was no further ex- 
planation. 

KSD, owned and operated by the 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch (Pulitzer) 
discontinued its FM broadcasting 
several weeks, the first St. Louis 
Station te abandon this type of 
broadcasting While execs of 
KSD simply stated that the move 
was actuated by a business de- 
cision it is well known in local 
radio station that FM broadecast- 
_ing is not paying for itself and FM 
| listeners are comparatively few. 
| Station WIL-PM with broadcasts 
duplicating those of WIL went on 




















the air June 20, 1946. 


'WGAR LEADS CLEVELAND 


Cleveland, Nov. 15. 
| Football season has given Cleve- 
land's stations approximately 11 
hours of commercial sales to local 


sponsors buying time to either air 
| games, give preview predictions or 
final scores. 

WGAR leads in total time sold, 
approximately five hours with two 
spensors, Sohio and Atlantic Refin- 
ing, taking the major time alloca- 
tions with broadcasts of the Ohio 
State and Cleveland Browns, 
games. WJMO has realized about 
three hours through sale of local 
game of the week to Chrysler 
Plymouth dealers and pregame 
and post-game 15-minute sales. 


Other major time sales have 
been realized by WNBK, WTAM 
and WJW No local sales were 


recorded by WHK, WEWS, WSRS 


and WCUO. 


D.C.’s Transit Radio 
Foes Sees Start Of 


‘Frankenstein Monster’ 
Washington, Nov. 15 
4 surprisingly 





large opposition 
Transit 


in a poll taken here 


vote was recorded on the 
Radio issue 


by the Washington Post. Based on 


5.402 ballots turned in by readers 
the results, published Sunday (13), 
showed 56°° against the service. 
A survey recently by Capital 
Transit Co., which operates busses 
and trolleys in the -District, had 
shown only 6° of riders opposed 

Correctness and impact of the 
Post poll on the Public Utilities 
Commission, which held hearings 
on the question, cannot yet be de- 
termined. The Post said its re- 
turns “were neither intended nor 
expected to influence the PUC de- 
cision. Neither was the ballot pre- 
sented as a scientific poll, only as 
a vehicle for an expression of pub- 
lic sentiment.” 

Big question regarding the Post 
balloting is whether it represents 
a true cross section of riders. 
Some of the voters doubt whether 
those favoring TR feel strong 
enough about the issue to return 
the ballots and contend that those 
excited (and “incited’’) against the 
service are more apt to _ vote. 
Others claim those favoring TR 
are organized better and are more 
likely to send in ballots. 

There was also criticism by Post 
readers on the use of unsigned 
ballots to record sentiment. What's 
to prevent one side or the other 
from buying up copies of the issue 
containing the ballot to influence 
the returns? Some asked. 

Meanwhile, a new group called 
the National Citizens’ Committee 
Against Forced Reading and 
Forced Listening called on the 
Dept. of Justice to prosecute Capi- 
tal Transit for “arrogant and de- 
liberate violation of the Constitu- 
tion.” A statement issued by Ber- 
nard Tassler, chairman pro tem of 
the organization, urged that 
“forced listening” imposed on 
‘captive audiences” be halted “be- 
fore it becomes a nationwide 
Frankenstein monster.’> 





Flock of WWJ Appts. 
Detroit, Nov. 15. 

Five appointments were  an- 
nounced last week by WWJ. Clar- 
ence E. (Bud) Day, Jr., was named 
associate producer. He formerly 
was associated with the Brooke, 
Smith, French & Dorrance agency. 
Willard FE. Walbridge was appoint- 
ed assistant manager of WWJ, 
WWJ-FM and WWJ-TV. He also 
will continue as general sales man- 
ager. 

Mabel Munroe, formerly assist- 
ant sales manager of WWJ, has 
been named office manager of 
WWJ, WWJ-FM and WW#TV. Her 
former duties have been assumed | 
by Norman Hawkins, of the WWJ- 
TV sales staff. Robert Schlinkert, 
also of WWJ-TV sales, was named 


assistant sales manager of WW4J- 
TV. 





Columbus WLW-C, Crosley’s out- 
let. added three new staff members 
recently. Rod Altmeyer, announcer 
for WVKO, city’s lone independent 
FM station, was taken on as a 
video announcer. Charles Liewel- 
lyn, Columbus Citizen salesman, 
and William Selander, Ohio State 
U. graduate, joined the WLW-C 
sales department, 


IN FOOTBALL AIRINGS 


‘of Noy. 1. j 


Inside Stuff—Radio 

Two New York indies which gave extensive coverage to last week's 
election returns did it on a shoestring by mmeans of ingenious setups. 
WFDR, the International Ladies Garment Workers FM station, spent 
an estimated $300 but got “network-type” reports. WNYC, the munici- 
pal station which also fed other outlets, had remote pickups in eight 
locations, including police headquarters, the candidates’ headquarters, 
Times Square and Syracuse. 

WFDR used the telephone company device which permits both sides 
of calls to be recorded by introducing a beep every 30.seconds (to in- 
form both parties that the talk is being recorded). However, a special 
engineering hookup was rigged so that instead of being recorded the 
conversation went directly out on the air. (While the beep device 
has been used by other broadcasters, it has been to record conversa- 
tions for airing after editing.) The beep setup was used by special 
events director Lou Frankel to air reports from WJTN, Jamestown: 
WHCU, Ithaca; WGR, Buffalo; WPTR, Albany, WSYR, Syracuse; WLNA, 
Peekskill; WVET, Rochester; WIBX, Utica, and WHLI, Hempstead, as 
well as at various party headquarters. Speeches conceding their de- 
feat were aired by Sen. John Foster Dulles and Newbold Morris by 
picking them up on the hot phone. 

WNYC, in addition to its eight remote mikes, covered seven head- 
quarters with reporters phoning in. Additionally, the N. Y. State Ama- 
teur Radio Network provided returns from 43 county seats, via short 
wave. The station fed six commercial outlets, WINS, WEVD, WNEW, 
WOV. WHOM and NBC. Complex operating procedures set up by city 
radio director Sy Siegel covered seven mimeographed pages. 





Unusual switch of sponsors on an indie buying time on a 50 kw. New 
York network outlet and using the small station's talent and copy pitch 
has developed with the signing of Hal Tunis and Bob Harris, platter 
spinners on WVNJ, Newark, to take on other shows over WOR, Mutual's 
Gotham key 

Videraft Television Corp. has inked Tunis, whom it 
WVNJ, to do two Sunday broadcasts on WOR at 10:45-11 p.m. and at 
11:30-12 p.m. Deal was set by Levy Advertising for 13 weeks. Casper, 
Pinsker agency has pacted the Newark station's Harris for a WOR 
participating cross-the-board strip, “Bing Crosby Sings,” at 12-15-12:30 
p.m. 


sponsors on 


Confabs on an extension or possible revisions of the American Fed- 
eration of Radio Artists’ rule 12A are currently being held in New 
York Huddles are being carried on hetween the Artists Managers 
Guild's legalite and executive secretary, Adrian McCallman and AFRA'’s 
attorney Henry Jaffe. 

Rule 12A, which deals with agents repping radio artists, is scheduled 
to expire early next year. McCallman arrived from the Coast last week 
and will remain here indefinitely. 


Unusual type of press conference was conducted by General Omar 
Bradley, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, at the National Assn. of 
Radio News Directors confab in N. Y. last weekend. The general's 
remarks and off-the-cuff answers to the newsmen’s queries were taped, 
— for security considerations, and then aired by WFDR, local FM 
outlet. 














+ 





Allen’s WOR Windup 


Nov. 15 


| Ark. Tax 
/_ Continued from page 47 —— 


Washington, 








Robert S. Allen wound up two 
not conclusive, it ruled, pointing years of Sunday night broadcasts 
to a Supreme Court decision re- over WOR, N. Y., Sunday night 


fusing to invalidate an occupation (13). Columnist’s show was piped 


tax on local business “merely be- |from Washington on _ sustaining 
cause the local and interstate basis. 

branches are for some reason in- Allen, author of daily syndicated 
separable.” Washington piece ‘(New York 


Post Home News Syndicate), has 
extensive lecture bookings for 
Winter and plans tour to promote 


The Arkansas court held that “it 
is only the emanations of radio 
waves that are inseparable,” but | 


this, it said, is not what the ordi- | “Our Sovereign State,” anthology 
nance taxes. As long as stations |0n state government which he 
conduct “an essentially intra-state | edited. He will return to radio in 
business as well as interstate,” the | 1950. 





majority ruled, “we see no reason _—_—_—_—_—_—_———— 














why they should not bear their 
share of the cost of municipal ad- 
vantages admittedly received.” 

The ordinance taxes the “gen- 
eration of electro-magnetic waves” 
as an alternative. These waves, 
the court held, are purely local 
until they reach the transmitter 
from where they are sent out into 
the atmosphere and becomes 
“radio.” 

The decision pointed out that 
daily newspapers pay an annual 
tax of $1,000 although some of the 
circulation goes beyond the state 
and that the company pays a levy 
of $45,000, though its business is 
interstate as well as intra-state. 

A Supreme Court decision re- 
ferred to by the majority was the 
Fisher's Bend station case in 
which a Washington state statute 
imposing an occupation tax on the 
gross receipts from broadcasting 
was held unconstitutional on the 
ground broadcasting “transcends 
state lines.” A dissenting opinion 
by Arkansas Justice Holt asserted 
the majority relied too heavily on 
language in the late Justice 
Stone’s opinion in this case which 
stated ‘‘whether the state could tax 
the generation of such energy or 
other local activity of appellant 
.. it is unnecessary to decide.” 


JUDY CANOVA 


AMERICA’S NO. 1 
COMEDIENNE 





Exclusive Management: 
2025 N. Argyle Ave. 
Hollywood 28, Calif. 
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M’waukee’s Set Hike 


Milwaukee, Nov. 15. 
TV sets in use in the Milwau- 
kee area jumped to 50,115 total as 





Figure for October is a new 
monthly record of 8,968, some 600 
better than previous high caught 
in September. WTMJ-TV made 
the survey. 








Courtesy of M-G-M 


‘THE GREAT AMENDOLA’ 


Preis. 
"THe c Cait ‘stow 
Every Mgt: k Nite, 9:30 E.S.T., NBC 


OU CLAYTON 


San Antonio—Joe Allison is the 
latest addition te the announcing 
staff at KABC. He comes here 
from KRIO, McAllen. He was for- 
merly on the announcing s.zn o, 








KMAC, KTSA and KITE here. | 
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ASCAP Awaits Completion of TV 


_ Talks Before Claiming BMI Tune 


American Society of Composers,+ 


Authors and Publishers won't make 
any move toward claiming licensing 
rights to the hit song, “You're 
Breaking My Heart,” until the cur- 
rent television negotiations are 
completely cleared. After that, 
however, the Society intends using 
the evidence it holds to bring the 
tune within its fold. 
first order of business. 

ASCAP’s evidence points out 
that Sonny Skylar and Pat Genaro, 
writers of the tune, originally in- 
tended “Heart” to be published by 
Roberts Music, an ASCAP affiliate, 
and signed contracts to that effect. 
Later, without their knowledge, 
they claim, it was moved into Al- 
gonquin Music, a Broadcast Music 
affiliate. 





It will be the | 


Society doesn’t explain why it 


would seek to recover the licensing 
rights to “Heart.” but the idea is 
fairly obvious to ASCAP publish- 
ers. By doing so, ASCAP would 
take a great deal of the wind out 
of BMI’s sails, for the tune’s af- 
filiation has been the focal point of 
the huge promotion campaign BMI 
has been putting on to point up the 
prominence of its songs on the 
country’s hit lists. 

There's no change in the Amey 
ican Society of Composers, Au- 
thors and Publishers-per program 
TV contract situation. The society 
and the video men had one meet- 
ing last week and nothing concrete 
was reached. 


No confab is scheduled for this | 


week. One is likely, 
either Monday (21) or the next 
day. Protagonists have only until 
Nov. 30 to clear a deal, according 
to the recent extension of dead- 
line by the ASCAP board. 


Raps AFM Local 
As Snag to His Biz 


Washington, Nov. 15. 

Connie B. Gay. head of Radio 
Ranch, an organization here that 
stages dances and concerts in D. C. 
and outlving towns in Virginia and 
Maryland, has cut off all affiliation 
with the American Federation of 
Musicians’ Local 161 and intends 
operating in the future with what- 
ever non-union men are available. 
Gay blames the attitude of execs of 
161 for his action and has written 
to the AFM president, James C. 
Petrillo, in New York, detailing the 
reasons for his move. 

Gay asserts that Local 161 has 
completely throttled the hill-billy 
business in this area by refusing 
to permit his interviewing of hill- 
billy artists on 
grams he conducts. Gay claims 
these interviews are vifal because 
prospective patrons will not attend 
dances and concerts unless they 
know or are aware of the names of 
the performers. Ue charges the 
local’s execs with deliberately try- 
ing to’ruin his business, that he has 
been placed on the AFM’'s “unfair 
list” without cause. 

Local 161's executives have not 
commented on his charges. 


MONROE SETS RECORD 
AT N.Y.’S STATLER 


Vaughn Monroe's orchestra set 
a new attendance record at the 
Statler hote.. New York's Cafe 
Rouge, over the past Friday and 
Saturday (11-12) evenings. He 
worked to a total of 1,669 covers 
Over the two nights, split 806 and 
863. At the same time, the maes- 
tro worked to 541 dinners Friday 
and 589 dinners Saturday. 

Ail told, covering dinner and 
covers for the week beginning 
Monday (7) evening, through Sat- 
urday (12), the band played to 
5.229 patrons, broken down into 
2,404 dinners and, in round num- 
bers, 2,825 covers—business the 
Statler hasn't seen in many a 
moon and which only Guy Lom- 
bardo, at the Roosevelt hotel's 
Grill, has come close to in recent 
years. Lombardo last year did 
2,700-odd covers one week. 

Dick Linke, former Capitol Rec- 
ords promotion head in New York. 
who quit to join Sammy Kaye's or- 
Banization several months ago, is 
leaving Kaye to set up his own 
Office in New York. 











however, | 


local radio pro-' 


‘ 


Gilbert’s Payola Fear 


Editor, Variety: 

On my- way back to report 
to the West Coast committee. 
Rebert MacGimsey is also with 
me. 

To the best of our ability, 
we made a real pitch to Sig- 
mund Timberg of the Justice 
Dept. to alert him to the hard- 
ships, the taking away of the 
bit of security that the great 
majority of ASCAP writers, 
would suffer at an over-stress- 


ing of the point system re- 
flecting current activity. Fur- 
thermore, it would play rizht 


into the hands of the “payola” 
boys and the angle gang. We 
concede the necessity of a 
measure of recognition and 
reward for new writers, new 
songs, etc., but any over-em- 
phasis would be a boomerang 
and make writers indulge in 
practices nefarious. Yes, and 
make “hucksters” out of them. 
L. Wolfe Gilbert. 


Sequel Closely 
Follows Socko 


Sale of Original 


The music business has rarely, 
if ever, come across a situation in 
which one song and its “sequel” 
have become successful at the same 
time. But that’s what is happen- 
ing with Peer International's 
“Slippin’ Around” and “T'll Never 
Slip Around Again.” First is al- 
ready on the bestseller lists and 
the second is heading in the same 
direction, selling better at this 
point than the original did at the 
same stage. 

Peer brought “Slippin’ Around” 
out via the Margaret Whiting- 
Jimmy Wakely Capitol recording 
of the platter. It caught on first in 
hillbilly areas, out of Capitol’s At- 
lanta distribution point, and later 
spread into pop success. “I'll Never 
Slip” is following the same pat- 
tern. 


Col. Burns at Break 
Of Release Date On 
Burl Ives-Train’ 


Columbia Records, which has 
been extremely jittery about let- 
ting pre-release copies of record- 
ings get out for any purpose since 
an incident over “Riders in the 
Sky” months ago, got into another 
argument with Mrs. Burl Ives 
over her husband's recording of 
“Mule Train.” 

It seems that when Ives cut the 
tune in New York, Mrs. Ives se- 
cured an acetate copy of her hus- 
band’s disk and, to promote the 
side as quickly as .possible, had 
quite a few copies made of it and 
shipped them to prominent disk 
jockeys around the country. This 
was before Col. released Ives’ re- 
cording. 

Col. burned over the incident 
since strict orders had been laid 
down that anyone within the or- 
ganization caught allowing a copy 
of a forthcoming platter out of the 
company’s offices was risking dis- 








charge. ; 

Curiously enough, the “Riders’ 
incident, which caused the exec 
attitude, involved Ives, but in a 


reverse way. Ives had cut “Riders” 
for Col. before anyone else had the 
song. A copy was handed to a rep 
of Morris Music, which owns the 


tune. This disk. or a copy of it, 
found its way into Vaughn Mon- 
roe’s hands and his RCA-Victor 


recording beat Ives’ to the market 
and killed off his version. 


—_—-— —— 


Jerome’s Edison Return 

Henry Jerome orchestra, which 
closed a year’s run at the Edison 
hotel. New York. last June, moves 
back in for another long stretch 
Nov. 25 Combo will work the 
spot at least until next spring. 

Lee Crane is current at the Edi 
' s0n, 





Ben Bloom 


Vet Hitmaker, ex-Plugger and Now 
Publisher, contrasts the Coney 
island and ad agency eras in 


———— ee 


Song Plugging— 
Then and Now 


*- * 


on interesting editorial feature 
in the 


44th Anniversary Number 
of 
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CRC Boosts All 
Disk Prices; Pop 
Cuts Again 75¢ 


Columbia Records, which cut the 
disks 60c 
drawing no other 
the M-G-M disks 
with it, jumped prices back up to 


prices of its pop to 


earlier this vear 
label excepting 


75c. for its regular pop disks, with 


no other platter prices being 
boosted commensurately. Colum 
bia gives no reason for the boost 


other than the obvious one of op- 
erating costs. Added to that, how- 


ever, is the fact that rival disk- 


eries have no more trouble at 75c.., | 


plus tax, than does Columbia at 
60c., in retail selling. 

Schedule of boosts calls for 
inch single pops to go to $1 even; 
10-inch Masterworks to $1 from 
a5c.: 12-inch Masterworks from $1 
to $1.19; C-sets (pop), three rec- 
ord 10-inch albums to $3 even, and 
four record 10-inch sets to $3.75. 
Masterworks albums jump to $3.75 
for the three-disk 10-inch, gradu- 
ating $1 each upward to the six 
record set at $6.75; 12-inch Master- 


works start at $4.52 for the three 
record sets to $5.71 for the four; 
$6.90 for the five and $8.09 for 
the six-disk album 


There will be no changes in the 

Microgroove LP prices 
Denies Harmony Report 

Columbia Records has flatly de- 
nied any intention of undertaking 
its own distribution of its 49c 
Harmony label, taking that chore 
away from Eli Oberstein’s Wright 
Record Co., which also markets his 
Varsity label. Reports circulated 
late last week that Columbia and 
Oberstein no longer saw eye to 


eve on the situation and that after | 


less than a year of channeling 
CRC’'s cheaper disks through his 
distribution outlets Columbia 
would take over. 

Columbia has been moving many 
of its Columbia top line names 
and secondary names onto the Har- 
mony series. Eddy Duchin. Bob 
Crosby ind several other CRC art- 
ists are on Harmony. 


Slight Sales Hypo 
For IND Racks 


Sheet music sales from the 30.- 
000-odd racks spotted around the 
country by International News Dis- 
tributors jumped one quarter of 
1% for the year ended Sept. 30 
This surprising reaction in view 
of the sh.mp of regular jobbers’ 
sales figures was cited to publisher 
members of the Music Publishers 
Protective Assn. vesterday ‘(Tues.) 
in an annual! meeting in New York 

IND racks totaled a net sale 
from Oct. 1, '48, through the past 
September, of approximately 4.- 
975.000 copies as against the 4-,- 
960,000 figure compiled during the 
previous year. About the same 
number of racks were involved 
though the initia! number of copies 
ordered on a song being distribut 
ed on them has dropped to 113,000. 


Maintenance of last vear’s sales 
total by the racks is difficult for 
many publishers to understand in 
view of the dip of sheet sales 
through regular music store chan 
nels. It could be attributed, hov 
evel! to the fact that racks are 
freauentls ituated in areas not 
served by regular retail music out 
le\s. 


12- 


| 
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Uncertain Reception to Name Bands _ 


~ Confuses Many Location Buyers 


+ 





Decca Execs West 


Majority of Decca Records ex- 
ecutive and production personnel 
will be on the Coast as of today 
(Wednesday) instead of in their 
usual headquarters positions in 
New York. 

Milt Gabler, musical director and 
assistant to Dave Kapp, left for 
Hollywood Sunday (13), and the 
next day Gordon Jenkins, also a 
musical director, headed west. 
Dave Kapp and president Milt 
Rackmil are already west, Rackmil 
having left last Wednesday ‘9) 

Jenkins, who has spent all of the 
past year in New York making 
disks for Decca under his own 
name and with various singers on 
the company’s lists, will be in 
Hollywood until February or so. In 
the future he'll divide his time be- 
tween the two Coasts since Decca’'s 
vocal talent is usually at either 
point. Gabler will return east in 
a week or 10 days; ditto Rackmil 
and possibly Kapp, who has been 
west six weeks or so. 





Pubs Promised 
Majestic Disk 
Coin by Dec. 3 


Chicago, Nov. 15 

Harry Fox, agent and trustee for 
music publishers, succeeded 
week in securing the of 
payment by Dec. 3 of royalties due 
from the sale of Majestic Records 
an undisclosed in- 
volved, but it’s at least well up in 


last 
promise 


There's sum 
five figures, and Fox figures to dis- 
tribute it to publisher clients be- 
fore Xmas. 


Coin represents Majestic sales 
made between the time the firin 
went into receivership and the 


Mercury Records 
the labei’: 
for $142.- 


point at which 
stepped in and bought 
masters and machinery 
000 

As is, pubs are owed $135,000 
from the days when Majestic wa: 
in full operation. 





Como’s ‘Ave Maria,’ 
‘Lord’s Prayer’ Give 
Push to RCA’s 45 


Perry Como's “Ave Maria” and 
“Lord's Prayer,” which were issued 
on RCA-Victor 45 rpm platters for 
three weeks before being marketed 
on 78 rpm platters, apparently has 
given the 45s a push similar to the 
way “Kiss Me, Kate” and “South 
Pacific” scores gave Columbia Rec- 
Microgroove LP 
Victor claims that so far it 
has sold 75,000 copies of Como’s 
religious cuttings on 45 disks alone 
and that the majority were bought 
during the period when they were 
available only on 45s. 

Victor figured it thusly: on 45s 
the Como coupling could be bought 
for 65c, the regular 45 price. But 
the same pairing costs $1 a copy on 
78 rpm 12-inch disks. Answer is 
that the two tunes run too long to 
have been confined to 10-inch 78s, 
which sell at 79c. But they could 
be gotten onto the same size 45s, 
which carry the normal-length pop 
SONngS. 

It was figured that the likely big 
demand for the pairing could heip 
wolidify the 45s with the disk public, 
as part of the current $2,000,000 
promotion campaign. Como okayed 
the idea and Victor says it has 
worked. 


ords system a 


boost 





M-G-M Renews Barron 

M-G-M Records renewed its con 
tract with Blue Barron's 
tra last week. New deal) is for two 
vears, and gives Barron an upped 
guarantee. 

Glen Moore Quintet. headed by 
a Fred Waring alumnus, also was 
pacted by the Metru subsid. 


orches 


¢ Uncertain position into which a 
| good many of the location buyers 
|of name bands have been put by 
ithe continuing lukewarm reaction 
to name bands is characterized by 
Frank Dailey, operator of Meadow- 
brook, Cedar Grove, N. J., for 
vears one of the standout prestige 
bookings for top names. 

Though he hasn't used a name 
combo yet this season, Dailey finds 
that a good many of the teen-agers 
who show up at his spot from local 


high schools and colleges don't 
know that, but still do not ask 
who is working at Meadowbrook. 


Spot's personnel are trained to ask 


exiting patrons how they like the 
entertainment on tap. They fre 
quently are answered with the 


question, “Whose band is it?” 

Dailey since the start of the cur- 
rent season has used a policy of 
non-name dance bands full-week, 
bolstered by recognized recording 
vocalists and acts. Financially, 
Meadowbrook has done as well or 
betier than when it employed sec- 
ondary band names at high prices. 
But the spot is still floundering. 
There aren't enough disking sing- 
ers with reputations enough to 
| draw 

This has formed Dailey into a 
cafe plan occasionally. For ex- 
ample, this weekend he'll use 
comie Morey Amsterdam, former 
Louis Prima singer Lilyann Car- 
roll, and several acts in conjunc- 
tion with Ed Farley's eight-piece 
band. He can, like the Totem 
Pole, near Boston, another former 
big band job, use a local band gnly 
weekends and perhaps one night a 
week and make money. But Dailey 
doesn't want to operate like that. 
That's the basis of his operations 
wt Ivanhoe, Irvington, N. J., and 
at Sherbrook, another place he 
runs nearby 


Nat] Dance Week - 
Boosts Band Jobs 


Nov. 15. 

throughout 
staging 
between 
(13) and Saturday (19) 
emphasize “National Dance 
Week,” sponsored by the National 
Billroom Operators Assn. Addi- 
tional hops but on by ballrooms 


that hight up only weekends, or on 
specific days of the week, alone 
are producing a number of extra 
jobs for local and name bands 
alike, as well as concentrating at- 
tention on the NBOA campaign. 

NBOA got quite a bit of na- 
tional press coverage Monday 
(14), incidentally, on a proposal 
made by president Larry Geer to 
the United Nations. He feels that 
an “International Dance Week” 
would be a step toward unifying 
peace. Another angle of the NBOA 
release which drew press attentic 
was a poll claimed to have been 
taken among ballroom patrons, 
representing over 1,000,000 votes. 

Poll is the first ever publicized 
by an organization such as the 
NBOA. It pointed up these band 
names: Sammy Kaye, sweet music: 
Les Brown, swing music; Elliot 
Lawrence, “modern” music: Spike 
Jones, novelty; Hank Williams, 
western; Xavier Cugat, Latin- 
American; Wayne King, waltz; 
Louis Armstrong, jazz; Frankie 
Yankovic, polka; Emery Deutsch, 
Kypsy. 


PHIL SPITALNY ORCH 
IN 1ST NITERY DATE 


Phil Spitalny’s all-girl orchestra 
will play a nitery date for the first 
time since the outfit was organized. 
Femme combo goes into the Last 
Frontier, Las Vegas, Dec. 16. fas 
two weeks with options. and there 
is a possibility it will play the 
Shamrock hote!, Houston. 

Spitalny in the past has re- 
stricted his all-girl band to radio 
on the air for years for General 
Electric). concerts and oceasional 
theatre bookings. At the moment, 
the band is on a concert tour 
through the midwest and south- 
west 

Associated Booking handled the 
Las Vegas date. 


Chicago, 

Various ballrooms 
the midwest and east 
extra dance 


are 
promotions 

Sunday 
to 
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Andrews Sisters-Russ Morgan 
“Charlie, My Boy’-“She Wore a 
Yellow Ribbon” (Decca). If 
“Charlie” is to become a really 
successful revival, this disk will do 
the major job. Andrews Trio and 
Morgan give it a lively twist and it 
could duplicate the group's “I Can 
Dream, Can't I” hit. Reverse is 
another good slice of a western 
tune from the film by the same 
name. It moves brightly on a 
banjo-style arrangement. 

Richard Hayes “The Old Master 
Painter-“Open Door, Open*Arms” 
(Mercury). Mercury could have an- 
other western-type hit to follow 
Frankie Laine’s “Mule Train,” in 
the approach used by Hayes io the 
“Painter” tune, a good new pop. 
Same exciting background formula 
is used to back Hayes and it makes 
up an excellent disk. Tune is good 
and the combination could happen. 
Backing is fair, a semi-novelty 
Hayes doesn't do well. 

Doris Day “I'll Never Slip 
Around Again’’-"“Game of Broken 
Hearts” ‘Columbia). Doris Day 
and her “Country Cousins” form 
an attractive combination on the 
sequel to “Slippin’ Around.” Miss 
Day's flexible voice handles the 
tune nicely; a good jock piece. 
Even better, however, is the gas- 
light era-tinged “Broken Hearts” 
side. It’s a smoothly done piece 
that can pick up a lot of friends 

Dick Haymes “Old Master 
Painter-“Why Was I Born;” “Let 
Me Grow With You’’-You're the 
Cause of It All” (Decca). Haymes 
gets good mileage out of “Painter,” 
skimming it along on a double-time 
beat backed by the Four Hits and 
Miss and Sonny Burke's orches- 
tra. It’s the best of these four 
sides. “Born,” brought off the 
shelf by Vie Damone (Mercury), 
— good backing, however. 
laymes isn't so dramatic and gets 
excellent musical aid from Burke. 
“Let Me Grow Old,” a new pop by 
Dave Kapp, Decca exec, and 
Charles Tobias is a tune with pos- 
sibilities. It's the type of melody 
that must grow on a listener. 
Haymes does it well, with a chorus. 
“Cause” isn't impressive. Victor 
Young accomps both 

Tex Beneke “I'm the Man With 
the Dreams’’-“They Say” (Victor). 


These sides are notable only in 
that they seem to point Beneke’s 
combo back to the clarinet-lead 


stvle popularized by Glenn Miller, 
which has been used very spar- 
ingly by Beneke since the war's 
end. “I'm the Man” is a fair ballad 
melody. smoothly played by the 
band, but doubtfully sung by 
Glenn Pouglas, with the Moon- 
light Seren ders. 
“They Say.’ which captures the 
more accurate feel of the original 
Miller ideas. 

Margaret Whiting “Sorry”- 
“Sun Is Always Shining” (Capitol). 
Jocks have cause for conversation 
on the first side, written by Miss 
Whiting’s pop. the late Richard A. 
Whiting, a top songwriter. It's a 
good ballad tune smoothly han- 
died by the singer, with Frank De- 
Vol’s orchestra bolstering, but it 
doesn’t seem toxmake hit marks. 
Same applies to the reverse, a fine 
lyric and melody which for some 
reason just doesn’t jell though 
Miss Whiting, the Mellomen and 
DeVol give it zing. 

Woody Herman-King Cole 
“Mule Train’—“My Baby Just 
Cares for Me” (Capitol). This 
ought to be the end of the “Train.” 
By the time Herman and Cole get 
their disk going the song will be 
long gone. Theirs is more conver- 
sation than melody. There doesn't 
seem to be much reason for the 
disk——not even as a gag. Flipover 
totes a very likeable musical ap- 
Proach to a standard, forming a 
side that could do well. Cole and 
Herman knead it smoothly and 
eaowany, musically and vocal- 
y. 

Kay Kyser “Hush, Little Darl- 
in’”-“Six Times a Week” (Colum- 
bia). “Hush,” another new sage- 
brush-flavored melody which Perry 
Como (Victor) cut a while back, 
Sounds good via Kyser, too. He 
ambles it along a smooth trail, 
with Gloria Wood and Michael 
Douglas combining on the lyric; a 
g00d jock and juke side. Backing, 
a new novelty, is cutely done but 
isn't impressive any more than 
when Margaret Whiting (Capitol) 
did it. 
isa Kirk “Charlie, My Boy”- 
Shame On You” (Victor). Lisa 
Kirk’s initial disk for Victor is a 
fair coupling. She brings a warm, 
clear style to the “Charlie” tune, 
backed by Henri Rene’s orchestra, 
but it doesn’t move. On the re- 
verse, a nicely-done novelty, Miss 
Kirk sounds like she'll become 
Victor's Evelyn Knight. Other- 
Wise, it’s net auspicious. 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By BERNIE WOODS 


| 


i 


| 








Platter Pointers 
Andy and Della Russell duet 
commercially on “Shine on Har- 
vest Moon” and provide quite a 
surprise with their “Chickenfoot, 
Sparegrass, Hominy and Butter” 
‘Capitol).. “S’ Wonderful” is the 


| Pied Pipers’ best side to date for 


Same goes for | 


| 
| 
| 


Victor . London combined two 
new singers, Bebby Wayne and 
Theresa Brewer. on “Way Back 


Home,” but it doesn't nearly match 
the Bing Crosby side (Decca) 

Guy Lombardo band cuts a lively 
swath with “Blue Skirt Polka” _ 
Perhaps the last tune anyone 
would expect from juvenile Sugar 
Chile Robinson is “Caldonia but 
he makes a solid siue or 1 (Capi- 
tol) ‘Mule Train” gets quite a 
flogging from Cowboy Copas- 
Granpa Jones King) Kenny 
Roberts followup to “I Never See 
Maggie Alone” could sell big, too: 
its “When I'd Yoo-Hoo in the 
Valley.” a good novelty (Coral) 

Jocks should get a kick out of the 
lisp of the Louisiana Hayriders 
soloist on “When You Were a Boy 
On My Knee” ‘Coral) Jocks will 
find Alvy West's “I Must Have 
Done Something Wonderful” an 
unusually good side ‘Decca) 

Harmony Records reissued Charlie 
Spivak’s “White Xmas,” a hit years 
azo on Columbia Harry Bella- 
fonte’s initial release for Capitol— 
“They Didn't Believe Me’’-“How 
Green Was My Valley’—not very 
worthwhile An attractive and 
curiously compelling side is Bobby 
Doyle’s “Mother Prairie” ‘Har- 
mony) Tommy Clayton's “I Nev- 
er See Maggie Alone” and “Whis- 
pering Hope.’ done exactly as 
rivals do it, are nevertheless well 
done disks—at 39c. 


T. D. A HOME MAN, 
EYES DATES NEAR NY. 


Tommy Dorsey wants 
his band in the New York area 
in order to remain near home, his 
wife and new daughter, born to 
Mrs. Dorsey last week. According- 
ly, it’s possible that Dorsey will 
move his band into the Statler 
hotel, New York, in February and 


work other locations within easy 
flying distance of Gotham in the 
more immediate future. 


Dorsey has been offered by Mu- 


sic Corp. of America to Frank 
Dailey's Meadowbrook, Cedar 
Grove, N. J.; Totem Pole, Bos- 


ton, etc., but no deals have so far 
been made because of T.D.’'s price. 


to keep | 


RCA’s Kiddie Lure 


RCA-Victor has designed 
new 45 rpm players for the kiddie 
Xmas market and will give away 
various “Little Nipper’ moppet al- 
bums with each machine purchase. 

|New players, of the self-amplify- 
| ing type, are dubbed the Walt Dis- 
ney and Roy Rogers models since 
|they’re covered with appropriate 
‘characters tied in with the two 
| names. 

Victor hopes, despite the $39.95 
retail tap for the combination, that 
the free-album packaging idea will 
help train ‘em to 45s from the 
cradle up. 


—____.. — 


Disney s Stress 
On Film Tunes 


Nov. 15 
Disney 


Hollywood 
Now that Walt 
tions has its own music publishing 


Produc- 


affiliate in operation, the cartoon 
factory intends to devote more at- 


tention to the songs used in its 


films. Disney actually is planning 
to select songs first and build ear- 
toons around them, applying the 


idea, of course, almost 
to short subjects, since 
length productions need 
story than melody. 

Several valuable copyrights have 
originated in short subjects Disney 
made, notably “Big Bad Wolf” and 
“Der Feuhrer’s Face.” From full- 
length pictures such as “Snow 
White” and “Pinocchio” have come 
“When You Wish Upon a Star,” 
“Whistle While You Work” and 
numerous others. 

Disney's new music staff 
| by veepee Fred Raphael. is cur- 
'rently preparing to work on the 
score of “Cinderella,” soon to be 
released 


exclusively 
feature- 
more 


headed 


King’s Chi Hotel Date 


Chicago, Nov. 15 


Wayne King orch. reorganized 
and out of retirement, will play 
its first hotel date since he re- 
sumed, on Nov. 18. for four weeks, 
at the Edgewater Beach hotel. 
King’s last in-person date was in 
1945. 

Orch leader will bring his own 


talent package to the hotel, the unit 
that’s currently been doing a con- 
cert series around the midwest. be- 
sides his network TV show for 
_ Standard Oil of Indiana. 
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_, ARTETY._1() Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


.« M-G-M to Begin LP Production After 


Jan. 1, Last Major to Choose Speeds 





Flock of Performers 


Signed by London 


London Records has signed 
flock of singers and instrumental- 


ists in the past few weeks to cut 
the disks the company is now mak- 


ink and pressing in the U.S. Set 
are talph Young forme! Les 
Brown vocalist: De Castro Sisters 
Bill Norvas and the Upstarts 
Eddie Heywood, pianist, returning 
to the music biz after being ill 
more than a vear; Paul Neighbors 
orch, Bill Butterfield orch. singers 
Curt Massey and Phil Brito 
London is still bent on picking 


up masters made by indie com- 


panies and issuing them on its own 


label. One of the most unusual 
deals occurred a week ago, how- 
ever. London bought a master 


from Abner Spector, amateur song- 
writer member of the Spectator 
Sportswear family. Spector wrote 
two tunes which were recorded by 


his wife at his own expense and 
which Michael Music accepted for 
publication. London bought both 


masters. 


Happy Goday Sells All 
Steck in Leeds Cos. 
To Levy; Into Own Biz 


Hollywood, Nov. 15 

Happy Goday, veepee and stock 
holder in Leeds, Duchess and 
Peter Maurice music companies 
all operated by Lou Levy, has sold 
out his holdings in the firms to 
the latter and is bowing out of the 
organization. Split is an amicable 
one, though it occurred over a dis 
agreement in policy Goday ex- 
pects to take a shot at the pub 
lishing business himself If so 
Levy states, he'll give Goday all 
the help he can 

Goday was associated’ with 
Levy's publishing enterprises from 
the first day Leeds was set up 11 
years ago. They were close fiiends 
prior to that event, however 
Goday, as a matter of fact, worked 
a day job at Sunshine Biscuits in 
New York and helped Levy get the 
pub firm going at night He's 
been head of Leeds’ Coast office 
for several years. 


Week of Nov. 12 


SOPH Heeeeee 


¢ % 

3 1. 1 CAN DREAM CAN'T I (9) (Chappell) .................... Andrews Sisters Decca ¢ 
. \ Frankie Laine ....... Mercury 

2. MULE TRAIN (2) (Disney) “eee eee een eee eee » Bing Crosoy . a Decca i 

' _ — \ Frankie Laine Mercury ¢ 

3. THAT LUCKY OLD SUN (11) (Robbins) .......... seeesee:> ) Vaughn Monroe Victor 3 

. — \ Frank Sinatra Columbia ¢ 

4. DON’T CRY JOE (4) (Witmark) iss seeeeeeeeeeeeeee*: ) Gordon Jenkins ...... Deccs z 

_ . } Sammy Kaye ae Victor * 

5. ROOM FULL OF ROSES (17) (Hill & Range) ............ | Dick Hepmes ....---.. Decca 

. . . {| Vaughn Momrve ...... Victor ~ 

6. SOMEDAY (12) (Duchess) .... 60.0 66 new w ewes ime ine. ....... peared z 

7. YOU'RE BREAKING MY HEART (14) (Algenquin) Vice Damone___.......... Mercury z 

8. JEALOUS HEART (10) (Acuff-Rose) Al Morgan London z 

9. I NEVER SE MAGGIE ALONE (5) (Bourne) Kenny Roberts Coral z 

me Ire BEC ATION ‘ | Dick Haymes Decca ¢ 

10. MAYBE IT’S BECAUSE (12) (Triangle) ) Geunte Malnce Coral : 

+ 

Second Group ; 

+ 

. , + 

\ Whitine-Wakely Capitol 4 

SLIPPIN AROUND (Peer-Int.) ...... pete seb abewnnes ) Ernest. Tubb ones ; 

\ Per y Como Vieltor «¢ 

' DREAMER'S HOLIDAY (Shapiro-B) ee Ce re Te ee )E. Wilson-Jenkins i . 

+ \Evclyn Kmoht Decea *% 

¢ YOU'RE SO UNDERSTANDING (7) (Barron-Pemora) —....... § ting Samm. wacom % 

; , Art Moouy vam ~ 

{ HOP SCOTCH POLKA (Cromwell) ay a A inom © 

a: ote Freddy Martim ....... Victor z 

GOT LOVELY BUNCH COCOANUTS (Cromwell) \ Prime Seale 2 eaten ; 

THERE'S NO TOMORROW (Paxton) Tony Martin — ...see naps r4 

GIVE ME YOUR HAND (Laurel) Perry Como ‘ ictor t 

WHISPERING HOPE (Hanover) _..... Stafford MacRae Cap tol z 

\ Frank Siatra Columbia ¢ 

IF I EVER LOVE AGAIN (Paxton) ........... i Jo Stafford Capitol : 

Bing Cro vy Decca ¢ 

LAST MILE HOME (Leeds) iJo Stafford Capitol z 

NOW THAT I NEED YOU (Pamews)  ...ccsccccccscscvccvess Doris Day Cooumow z 

i Franku I ne ic rcury + 

ULL NEVER SLIP AROUND (Peer-Int) Whiting-Wakely Capitol z 

WHY WASI BORN (T. B. Harms) Vie Damo wi Mercury z 

SATURDAY NIGHT FISH FRY (Preview) Louis Jordan Decea 

— Fron Warren Victor ¢ 

7 

ENVY (Encore) i Buddy Clar! Columbia ¢@ 

7 

[Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks ong has been m the Top 10.) 4 
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* M-G-M Records, the only one of 
the five major labels to have 
ducked the vari-speed disk situa- 
tion until now, will join the ranks 
of those producing Microgroove 
Long-Playing platters. M-G-M in- 

marketing LP's soon after 


of the year, and already 
pressing some of its 


tends 
the first 
has begun 


albums in that fashion in prepa 
ration for the announcement 

With M-G-M on the LP side. all 
lop companies are in the vari 
speed situation in one way or an 
othe Columbia, Mercury and 
Decca are solely in the Micro- 
groove camp. Capitol adheres to 


both LP and RCA-Victor’s 45 rpm 
apystcm, using the former for classi- 
cal releases and the 45s for pops. 
Victor itself, of course, uses only 
the 45, but has been repeatedly 
rumored as going into LP for its 
classicals after the first of the 
vear If that happens, it’s pos- 
sible other labels would also ae- 
cept the 45 plan for pop platters. 

M-G-M, of course, did not de- 
clare itself for either system be- 
tore for several reasons It didn't 
vo LP chiefly because its catalog 
of albums wasn't too large. It by- 
passed 45s to await a clearer con- 
ception of their acceptance 

2d Otr. Royalties Up 11‘; 

M-G-M Records’ quarteriy roy- 
alty statement to music publishers 
for the period ending Sept. 30 last 


jumped approximately 11° over 
the second quarter. Total coin 
minutely increased, too, over that 


distributed for the 
quarter of last year 

Difference between the 
quarter of ‘48 and the past 
ter of this year is greater than 
is indic:ted by the money dis- 
bursed to pubs, however. Last year 
M-G-M was retailing its disks at 
79c. and paying publishers a 2e 
per side royalty; this year the label 
sells at 60c. and returns a bac 
royally. That means the per unit 
disk sales for the past quaritcr are 
higher than the corresponding pe 
riod of ‘48. 


corresponding 


third 
quar- 


] 
1 
' 


M-C-M Helps Mere 
On Production For 
Laine’s ‘Mule Train’ 


A partial the 
heavy production Mercury Records 
was able to get on Frankie Laine’s 
‘Mule Train” is explained by the 
fact that M-G-M’'s’ Bloomfield, 
N. J., factory has been pressing 
the disk as well as four Mercury 
plants. M-G-M has been helping 
Mere spread Laine’s pressings 
around for around 10 days. 

Mercury's previous hit with 
Laine—‘That Lucky Old Sun”— 
was helped to market by RCA- 
custom, disk department, 
which accepted and turned out an 
order for 100,000 Laine pressings 
though Victor had its own “Sun” 
recording, by Vaughn Monroe. 
Victor's own artists and reper- 
toire men didn't know that the 
custom disk division was working 
for Mercury. 


KAY STARR, CAPITOL 
SETTLE DIFFERENCES 


Hollywood, Nov. 15. 

Discussions between Capitol 
execs and Kay Starr have 
ironed out their differences. She 
balked in the east last month at 
cutting a session on the ground she 
didn't like the material Cap’s wax- 
ing director, Jim Conkling, had as- 
signed to her 

Miss Starr now can choose. or at 


explanation of 


Wl be bane’ 
* ee Gere Y 


here 


least okay, the tunes she is to re- 
cord, providing music doesn't con- 
flict with material already chosen 


or earmarked for Can ciiurps who 


have outso’d her during past year 


She pow ranks fourth among Cap 
pop-tune singer Marvaret Whit- 
ing leads, Jo Sfaflord, second; 
Peggy Lee, third 
Among the tou tunes Wiss 
Starr has ected to shellac now 
Flow Get Sweet Avon.” 
Shel! do it on the upbeat in an 
to duplicate the tremendous- 
‘ laxine Sullivan 
scored with her modernization of 
1.0Cr Lomond 
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VARIETY SONG CAVALCADE: | RETAIL SHEET BEST SELLERS 
« 
° t 
° (Musical-Historical Review: 1800-1948 ) 
Comgted = Sauer” VARIETY —— 2 
' EP ' 1s 
By JULIUS MATTFELD Survey of retail sheet music 5 8 '3 Fs _ls 
(Copyright. Variety inc All Rights Reserved) 1: ehtutnad 2 = § é | 
Legends and other basic background information, attendani te the compilation sales, based on reports obtasn E 2 ¢ ~|S8le 
and presentation, appeared in the Oct 6, 1948, issue when the Variety Song from leading stores 12 cities © 5 |& g 3 5 % 
Cavalcade started publication serially is suggested that these installments be and showing comparative sales a. ne) 3 oO = L is . 
clipped and filed for future reference. ti or this and last week. sSiels e P é | | m 
Attention is hereby called to the fact that this material is copyrighted end may net rating f be - \@ | = | aa 5 O | zg = | ct % 0 
be reproduced either wholly eo in part. £& i file Ss\& E | o |x E | Bié 1 
® reproduce y z pa , . nia sie |S! g@, | Ssiailis e\|£ |e A 
936—Continue -ieE£i€& | ,rizgigzgigSi~ |: 
. ; « Q 2i¢& > 1A | 6 1|s\|@ = L 
When I’m With You (film: The You Dropped Me Like a Red is, Week Ending sit "is a © Pan. “~ iei~ is 
Poor Little Rich Girl). w., Mack Hot Penny. w., Joe Young. m., National 7 & i'SiZgianlisziz 1B/S/8) 8) p 
Gordon. m., Harry Revel. Rob- Fred E. Ahlert. Crawford Music Rating 12 Ein Sil als 4 <“'s/3| 4 O10 
bins Music Corp., cop. 1936 Corp., cop. 1936 Nov. S = up e/f | s | F Ke 9s = | i | = ; 
When My Dream Boat Comes You Turned the Tables On Me. This Last sis <“i3sisSi™®iai4f | 2 ©leisiN 
Home. w., m., Cliff Friend and (fim: Sing, Baby, Sing). w.. Sid- Publish iz . S r eis £ & sis = . 
Dave Franklin. M. Witmark & ney D. Mitchell. m., Louis Alter. wk. wk. Title and Publisher __  IZIO'TSIMIFIVD(EiS|eIiFlizi fs! gs 
* Sons, cop. 1936 Cleveland: Sam Fox Pub. Co., cop. ——= . . — —— SS 
Where Are You (film: Top of the 1936 by Movietone Music Corp. ] 1 “Lucky Old Sun” (Robbins) - 2 it 3 _1t 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 i116 
Town). A ae ———_ oa America watched with increas- 2 3 “Don’t Cry, Joe” (Harms, Inc.) _ 7 2 6 7. 8 8 8 © am 65 
con ugh. Leo Feist, ANC., ing disquiet as Hitler's armies “3 4 “Slippin’ Around” (Peer-Inter) 4 7 10 7 3 4 3 8 6 4 3 @ 
— marched unopposed into the Rhine- —_ My Heart” (Algonquin) 6 9 4 ~_ - ——_ -—_———_—.—_. 
The Whiffenpoof Song. wW., land, Mussolini completed his ; a = 8 _“Breaking ly ~ ~ pation — wianpyrecneene teense cma _ 5 61> 
Meade Minnigerode and George S. Ethiopian campaign with the seiz- “Ss 5 I Can Dream, Can't I” (Chap 3.4 2 2 ~~ oe ‘ee —— e 9 4 60 
Pomeroy m., Tod B. Galloway. ure of Addis Ababa, and civil war “6 #6 =“Dreamer’s Holiday” (Shapiro-B) 5 3 8:9 5 3 5 7 a 
, Rudy Vallee Miller et — a a — ~~ a 58 
- raggy By a y one ee. ndonten flared in Spain. a 7 “Reom Full of Roses” (Hill- -R).. a a 8 5 “i 7 3 8 mes 
as a ‘theme song by the newly The Presidenital campaign was 8 8 “Someday” (Duchess) oes soy _ 4 6 7 : 4 — ae 36 
organization ne 5 “The writers "Un so high, and both sides were 10 __ “Mule Train” (Disney) “a e a . 2 arate 8 27 
of the words freely adapting some ——, tae ee newer, ll 12 “Maybe It’s Because” (BVC) ; 6 9 8 6 _ - 23 
. fr rinling’s mm “Gentle- Borah, Fran nox and Senator a : " 7 —- a - ————$—$—$ . 
_ S = ne ee _— Vandenberg, the Republicans nom- 12 Il “Hop Seoteh Pots” ( romweil) 9 5 10 m Poe pee i2 
‘ep Wale Ciese of ’10: the composer inated an unknown—Gov. Alfred i3 10 “Long, Sleepless Night” (Miller). a Seer 6 10 
wa an Amherst graduate, ‘85. [a@ndon, of Kansas. Sunflower poli- 14 “Never See Maggie” Bourne) 10 7 9 a 9 q 
Rudy Vallee was a Yale man, ‘27 pe inna el cain aan rcaeomee 15 “Song of Surrender” (Paramount) 3 
rhe name Whiffenpoof was de- 











rived from thet of en imaginary | °¢* deal. So did predictions on : 
P ‘Or é a aginar) 7} sti , . — a * " 
creature mentioned in Victor Her- the outcome of the election. The profits was an 80C-page romance Friends and Influence People” best _ Easy Aces and Boake Carter. lead- 


. Literary Digest, which for years 7 > ¢ > : : an nahes 
bert’s operetta Little Nemo, which j04 jean pec A ma a le we in old-time costume . seller. ing newscaster. 
began a run in New York on Oct oak 4 huge scale redi t a os te John Gunther started his fa- The most potent b.o. film names “Idiot's Delight,” one of the big- 
20. 1908 = FL... mo for 1 ad Ny lim mous “inside” series with the pub- around the world were Shirley gest gross-getters on Broadway. re- 
’ ; P : Fi : msm ‘ 2 a > Eur > *mple, Gar yper, Clark able, ceive > P -r “ize ther 
You (film: The Great Ziegfeld). Farley. FDR’s campaign manager lication of “Inside Europe at rem le, G ry ¢ ooper. lat k Ga rhe ceived the Pulitzer priz Other 
aro] Walter 4 ~ The candid camera craze hit the Astaire-Rogers and Charles Chap- legit standouts were On You 
w., Hareid Adamson. m., alter stated Roosevelt would carry every —_— , ; ae = ae nm 
Donaldson. Leo Feist, Inc., cop. state but Maine and Vermoni. COU®"Y: Though the amateur ad- lin ‘ roes, Red, Hot and Blue” and 
936 : ee a a . dicts loved it, the same could not Color in feature pictures was “Brother Rat.” 
— Farley was right; Roosevelt won in t i for many prominent people making impressive strides, but it 
You Can't Pull the Wool Over a landside, and the old political °* said fo om § - — - _ pane - " Milton Berle was startling the 


snapped without permission. ‘The remained apparent that if color vaude profession, or what was left 4 
camera manufacturers definitely photography was to be made suc- o¢ jj as a combination monolog 


ae it. By the following year. cessful b.o.. it would have to be 


My Eyes. w m., Milton Ager adage “As Maine goes so goes the 
Charles Newman and Murray Nation,” became “As Maine goes, 



































. . soes Ve va ] . dian ; ental marvel. Nite- 
Mencher Ager, Yellen & Born- so goes Vermont production of cameras had jumped done with further refinement plus a Oe aa anieaiion, 
stein, Inc., cop. 1936 (Successor “Gone With the Wind.” by Mar- 157° over 1935.) a reduction in costs for the variety acts taking up the 
Pub., Advanced Music) garet Mitchell was a phenomenal King George V dies. Edward VIII The nation’s No. | song was “The slack created by the passing of 
~ You Do the Darn’dest Things, success as a novel and, subsequent- succeeds and abdicates in last Music Goes ‘Round.” With tele- vaudeville. 7 
~ Baby (film: Pigskin Parade). w., ly, as one of the memorable films month of that year. King George vision still in the laboratory with Sener 4 dveme critic 
Sidney D. Mitchell. m., Lew Pol- of all times. For a time, probably VI succeeds many technical hurdles to be f - the N Y. Herald Tribun “4 ‘d 
lack Cleveland: Sam Fox Pub. because of the public desire to Gabrilowitch, Schumann-Heink mounted, radio enjoyed one of its -_ April on _— — 
Co., cop. 1936 by Movietone Mu- escape from the depression, the and Scotti die most profitable years. Top radio ©" “PFN 4. , 
sic Corp likeliest recipe for publishers’ Dale Carnegie’s “How To Win personalities were Kate Smith, (Continued Next Week) 
* 
ki f Ch t S 
speaking of Christmas Songs, 
d to be NURBER 2 with 
+ 
If the American people were to join 
in singing their favorite eight carols 
(songs), here is what the program 
would be, based on results of a coast- 
to-coast Gallup Poll on the question, 
“What is your favorite Christmas 
carol (song)?”’ . 
SILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT 
WHITE CHRISTMAS 
_ LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM 
THE FIRST NOEL 
JINGLE BELLS 
IRVING BERLIN Music Corporation ©, COME ALL YE FAITHFUL 
\ 1650 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 19 ne Se SPEED 
5 A NY. 
JOY TO THE WORLD ; 

















So cor > alin 
& 





$7 











waemer, | Here he goes aqain—with 
cen ae A Srn@Sheroo that tops 





















Shame On You 20-3591 (47-3090*) 

Just a Kiss Apart THE PIED PIPERS | } 
‘S Wonderful 20-3592 (47-3091*) ( | 
I'm The Mon With The Dreams TEX BENEKE R DERS N THE SKY 
They Soy 20-3593 (47-3092*) " 
Ha CHARLIE VENTURA , 

High On An Open Mike 20-3594 (47-3093*) : P 
Echoes SAMMY KAYE ; 

Careless Kisses 20-3595 (47-3101*) 

The Light In Your Eyes WAYNE KING 

Vienna, My City Of Dreams 20-3597 (47-3103*) 

Ave Maria PERRY COMC 

The Lord's Prayer 28-0436 (52-0071*) 


POP SPECIALTY 


The Olid Schmalz Waltz SIX FAT DUTCHMEN 
Waltzing In The Woods 25-1140 (51-0031*) 
You Bring Out The 

DevilinMe MERRIE MUSETTE ORCHESTRA 
Beautiful Land Of My 

Dreams 25-1141 ($1-0032*) 


COUNTRY AND WESTERN 


Santo Fe, New Mexico 
SONS OF THE PIONEERS 
Red River Volley 21-0138 (48-0141*) 
Wednesday Night Woltz CHET ATKINS AND 
HIS GUITAR PICKERS 


Centipede Boogie 21-0139 (48-0142") 
The Wedding of HOMER AND JETHRO 
Hillbilly Lilli Morlene WITH JUNE CARTER 
The Huckle-Buck 21-0140 (48-01 44*) 

Vil Never Poss This Woy 
4 Again SLIM WHITMAN 
Birmingham Jail 21-0141 (48-0145") 

BLUES 
. sarvecue Lounge ARBEE STIDHAM 
i Send My Regrets 22-0053 (50-0037 *) 
SPIRITUAL 

i Got To Run To The FREDDIE EVANS’ 
City Four Squore GOSPEL TRIO 
Sow Righteous Seed 22-0052 (50-0036*) 


“THE THREE SUNS PRESENT 
YOUR CHRISTMAS FAVORITES’ 
P-250 (WP-250°) 


Santo Clous Is Comin’ Te 


Town 
Adeste Fideles 20-3567 (47-3057*) 
White Christmas 
Winter Wonderland 20-3568 (47-3058*) 
Silent Night 
Jingle Bells 20-35697( 47-3059") 


20- 47-3106" 
“SKIP TO MY LOU AND RCA Victor 20-3600 ( ) 


OTHER SQUARE DANCES” 


ROY ROGERS, calling, and SPADE COOLEY 
AND HIS STRING ORCHESTRA 


Skip To My Low 


Vaughn sings it in his new Republic 
picture “Singing Guns.” It's got 


Rickett's Reel 21-0127 (48-0130") : . . 
Old Joe Clork a driving, whip-cracking rhythm... 
Sycamore Reel 21-0128 (48-0131*) 


Oh Dem Golden Slippers a great-outdoors power and sweep... 
Lucky Leather Breeches 21-0129 (48-0132") it grips you, it gets cn your blood! 
Get on MULE TRAIN— you'll ride high td 


“THE HEART OF THE ISLANDS 
IN SONG” P-258 (WP-258") 





My Tone SAMMY KAYE ey in a hurry, certain-sure! 
My Little Gross Sho-k Ir ~ 
Keolokekve 20-3579 (47-3705*) . 

Sweet Leiloni SAMMY KAYE 

My Isie of Golden Dreams 20-3580 (47-3076") 

Hawoiion Wor Chont SAMMY KAYE “am 

Howoiion Sunset 20-3581 (47-3077") THE STARS WHO MAKE THE wits ARE ON REA, 
RCA VICTOR DIVISION, RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA, CAMOEN, NEW JERSEY = _. 





“45” production racestokeep Lowest price in history for an automatic changer 
ce with demand! 
oni changer buy spear- ;.. the world’s fastest, world’s finest! 


heads tremendous swing to 45"! 
. . How's YOUR stock of “45's? only $] 299 














Plays thru any set : ie 
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Songs With Largest Radio Audience 


The top 30 songs of the week (more in case of ties), based on 
the copyrighted Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular Mu 
sic Broadcast over Radio Networks. Published by the Office of 
Research, Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director 


Survey Week of November 4-10, 1949 


A Dreamer’s Holiday ......™ Shapiro-B 
A Thousand Violins—i“The Great Lover”........ Paramount 
EE 5 bcn-0.4 s+ 0 oo EO PR OE 0s eet Advanced 
 )-  xrerrer: oe ee eee Bourne 
Dear Hearts and Gentle People -* Morris 
Don't Cry, Joe 0000s) 0606660000 R00 ONES Harms 
rs Ce Geer Dn. . 008 ee8eesédeescs sd seen te Peer 

Hop Scotch Polka Cromwell 
Hucklebuck United 

I Can Dream Can't I Chappell 
I Never See Maggie Alone Bourne 


Acuff & Rose 
Paramount 


Jealous Heart 

Just For Fun—?t"My Friend Irma” 
Last Mile Home Leeds 
Let's Harmonize Santly-Joy 
Let’s Take An Old-Fashioned Walk—** Miss Liberty’ Berlin 


Maybe It’s Because—-***Along Fifth Avenue” BVC 
Meadows Of Heaven Laurel 
Mule Train Walt Disney 


Now That I Need You—?*“Red, Hot and Blue” Famous 
River Seine Remick 
Room Full of Roses Hill & Range 
She Wore Yellow Ribbon—i‘“Wore Yellow Ribbon” Regent 
Slipping Around Peer 

Some Enchanted Evening—*“South Pacific’ Williamson 


Someday You'll Want Me to Want You Duchess 
That Lucky Old Sun Robbins 
Toot Toot Tootsie Goodbye—?*“Jolson Sings Again” Feist 

You Told a Lie Bourne 
Younger Than Springtime—**‘South Pacific” Williamson 
You're Breaking My Heart Mellin 


The remaining 20 songs of the weel more in case of ties) 
based on the copyright Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popu 
lar Music Broadcast ever Radio Networks. Published by the 
Office of Research, Inc , Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. 


Bye Bye Baby—**Gentlemen Prefer Blondes” J.J. Robbins 
Crocodile Tears Johnstone-M 
Dime a Dozen Morris 


re Witmark 
Harms 
Michael 
cs Kramer-W. 
eee temick 
Life Music 


Festival of Roses 
Fiddle Dee Dee—i“It’s a Great Feeling” ........ 
Hush Little Darlin’ 

| Never Heard You Say 

1 Only Have Eyes For You 
In Santiago By the Sea 
it's a Wonderful Life Lombardo 
I've Got Lovely Bunch of Cocoanuts Cornell 
Wake Believe You Are Glad When You're Sorry BVC 

My Street Campbell 


Oh, You Beautiful Doll—*“Oh, You Beautiful Doll” Remick 


Over the Hillside Dreyer 
Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer .............. St. Nicholas 
Souvenir aii admedel Beacon 
Sweetest Werds I MMOW .......... cc cccccecccs Life Music 
There’s Yes Yes In Your Eyes Witmark 
Chrough Sleepless Night—*“Come to the Stable” Miller 


Wishing Star BMI 


| Filmusical. *® Legit musical. 





Shaw! Galway Grey Connelly 
Mon.; Tues., Wed. Dash 
Kiss in Your Eyes Bosworth 
“A” You're Adorable Connelly 


Harry Lime Theme Chappell 3,337 tabs 


I'll Strmg Along Feldman 
Hop Scotch Polka Leeds 
| Last Mile Home Leeds 








On the Upbeat | 


New York 


Painting based on tune “Four 
"Vinds and Seven Seas,” by Henry 
Edmiston, now hanging in Milch 
Art Gallery, N. Y., is to be given 
to Don Rodney, writer of the mel- 
ody, by the artist Music Publish- 
ers Protective Assn. conducted an- 
nual membership meet yesterday 
(fuesday) “Ka ferry, tormier man- 
ager of Randy Books, joined Lon- 
don Records as assistant to Kelly . Praha 
Camarata Capitol Records signed !2,000 admissions 
Mickey Katz, dialect-comedian 


neat 10,000 admissions 


of indie diskers, no relation to 
radio manufacturer Dale Nun-' 


ing with Ray McKinley's orchestra 

Frankie Carle’s orchestra into admissions. 
Shamrock hotel, Houston, Monday 
(21) Fred Raphael, Disney Music 
head. back to Hollywood after 
month in N. Y 


Band Review 


LEE ANGELO ORCH (11) 
With Janie Knight 





Chicago 


Tommy Carlyn (Aragon: 


| Harry Owens-Sterling Young (Aragon, Santa Monica) 
nally, “Miss Alabama” of '46, sing- end for Owens; third week for Young 
Tex Beneke (Palladium B., Hollywood). Fourth week, bigger 11,550 


| ~~ | | 
Best British Sheet Sc"*"> Bands at Hotel -B.O.’s 





London, Nov. 7 Covers 
| Breaking Heart Sterling | Weeks Past Covers 
1 Don't See Me Connelly Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
| Confidentially New World = Eddy Duchin* Waldorf (400; $2) ........... 6 2,350 13,900 
Wedding Samba Leeds (Guy Lombardo. Roosevelt (400; $1.50-$2) ..... 7 2,600 15,925 
Forever and Ever F.D.&H. Vaughn Monroe.... Statler (450; $1.50-§2) ...... 1 2,825 44,650 
seeee sapere Rag nee | Don McGrane*..... New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50) . 7 1,300 7,975 
areless Hands orris | 
Echo Told Me Lie .. Sterling | +19 days. 
Angelus Ringing Southern = # New Yorker has “Salute to Cole Porter” show. Waldorf, Peter 
bow ow sks P — | Lind Hayes-Mary Healy (opened Friday (28). 
lders in © ¢ ; 
| Again FD&H. ! “ 
oe Second 12 | Chicago ' 
. ; . | Bill Bennett (Swiss Chalet, Bismarck, 250; $2 min.-$1 cover). Jack 
Rose in Garden Weeds B. 2S Owens holding well at 1,900 tabs. 
Too-Whit, Le hoo Pe Dick LaSalle (Mayfair Room, Blackstone, 350; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 
nf Ry Carolin Kay Thompson opened Friday (11). Fine 4,000 covers. 


Frankie Masters ‘Boulevard Room, Stevens, 720; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). 
Ice Show and Masters down a bit, but still nice 3,310 covers 

Eddie O’Neal (Empire Room, Palmer House, 500; $2.50 min.-$1 cover) 
Nancy Donovan and Clifford Guest; Julie Wilson late show 


Higher 


Bill Snyder (College Inn, Sherman, 500; $3.50 min.). “College Inn 
| Story” garnering sock 4,000 covers in second week. | 

Griff Williams (Marine Room, Edgewater, 700; $1.20 cover). Sweet 
3,200 covers in this large room. 





Los Angeles 


Eddie Fitzpatrick (Ambassador, 900; $1.50). With Carl Brisson. Sec- 
'ond week, big drop to 2,350 covers. 

Henry King (Biltmore, 900; $1.50). Ninth week, 2.550 covers 

Eddie Oliver (Beveriy Hills, 300; $4 min.). Some 875 covers. 


Location Jobs, Not in-Hotels 





(Chicago) 


$1-31.15 adm.). Final week for Carlyn at 


Cee Davidsan (Chez Paree. 500: $3.50 min.-$1 cover) Jan Murray 
replaced Martha Raye; 2,500 covers 
Jan Garber (Trianon; $1- 


$1.15 adm.). Final week for Garber, at fine 


Buddy Moreno ‘Blackhawk, 500; $2.50 min.-50c. cover). ‘“Whiffinpoof” 
Admiral Records adds to long list revue down to n.s.g. 1,500 covers. 


(Los Angeles) 
Tenth week- 
Lower 7,600 admissions 


best advantage on the ballroom 
standards and some of the newer 
ballads. Rhythms on modern pops 
and established faves are all dan- 
cers could ask. 


Spike Jones set for concert at 
Chi Civic Opera House Nov. 21. 
Mercury Records tied in with Com- 
munity Chest Drive by parading 
covered wagon pulled by a mule 
team around town, advertising 
Frankie Laine’s “Mule Train” plus 
a plea for the fund . . Berle 
, Adams, personal manager of Kay 
Starr and Louis Jordan, in town 
over the weekend for confabs with 
General Artists Corp. ... Don Me- 
Carty starts an allnight disk show 
via WCFL, with disk jock Marty 
Hogan preceding with a half-hour 








from the Carousel, new loop nitery. 




















RECORDS, INC. 
6207 Santa Monica Boulevard, Hollywood 





: Eddy Howard’s stint at the 
Blackhawk restaurant, Jan. 4, starts 
the new policy of the loop spot fon 
higher-priced bands .. . Tiny Hill's 
unit set for Malco theatre, Mem- 
phis, Nov. 24... George Olsen 
into Marine Room, Edgewater 
Beach hotel, Dec. 16 until Feb. 10. 
.. . Al Trace set for Martinique 
ballroom, Nov. 25... Dick Jurgens 
back to Aragon ballroom; Dec. 25. 
... Eddie O’Neal returns to Palmer 
House after his Chase hotel stint, 
(Continued on page 60) 


| ness from the crew, showing to 


Pla-Mor Ballroom, K. C. 

Lee Angelo orch has something 
of a rep in the Pittsburgh territory, 
but is striking out for some dates 
in the middlewest, beginning with 
the Pla-Mor, Kansas City’s big 
ballroom. Following pair of week- 
ends at the Pla-Mor, band has 
several weeks of one-nighters in 
this area, a ballroom assignment 
in Denver and then goes into the 
Music Box, Omaha, for the holi- 
days. It’s the only sizeable band 
which has come out of the east this 
way for some time, and is being 
handled by McConkey Music Corp. 
on its territory break-in. 

Outfit is essentially on the sweet 
side, with instrumentation of 10, 
gal singer and Angelo as front 
man. Three reeds, pair of trum- 
pets, pair of trombones, drums, 
piano and string bass give it fairly 
conventional setup for the ball- 
rooms and clubs it is headed for. 
Angelo draws a brass-tinged full- 


Vocally Angelo is well equipped, 
with Janie Knight in for warbling 
more sentimental tunes. Jimmy 
Seifert sieps down from the trum- 
pet section to do ballads and 
rhythm tunes, and Danny Davis 
handles novelty numbers. Band 
also goes in for a show at inter- 
mission, featuring singers and 
glee club work. 

Crew has about two years of 
dates in the Pittsburgh area under 
its belt. Classes as a younger out- 
fit, and should prove a welcome 
entry for ballrooms hereabouts. 

Quin. 
J 








THE EVER POPULAR 
STANDARD 


DISCONEN 





Inside Orchestras—Music 





Soundmen at WCBS, New York, worked out an echo chamber effect 
for Vaughn Monroe's singing of “Riders In the Sky” Sunday (13) even- | 
Idea was to 
duplicate the sound achieved on Monroe’s RCA hit recording of the | 
| melody and make the performance that much more authentic. It | 
| worked well and was the first time Monroe had been able to apply the | 


ing on Ed Sullivan's “Toast of the Town” video show. 


motes he did the tune without the echo. 





‘| [DO 


LAUREL MUSIC CORP. 
1619 Broadway, NM. Y. 19 


| 
j 
| 
| 





Music 


BOURNE 


technique to a live performance of the melody. On regular dance re- T0 LIVE 


Sullivan's show was only the second video performance by Monroe. 
Some time ago he appeared on “We the People.” For Sunday’s broad- 
cast, incidentally, the maestro was outfitted in cowboy regalia, down 
to a holstered gun, as promotion for his forthcoming “Singin’ Guns” 





| Pressure of talent-seiling in a lagging market apparently has talent 
| agency salesmen on edge. Last week the edge carried two New York 
Music Corp. of America men into brief fisticuffs. Dispute was over a 
{ booking arranged for a band by one staff member against the advice of 
a superior. And when called on to explain the move the junior sales- 
man apparently wouldn't take the verbal going-over he got and threw 
a punch. That started a full-scale battle that was quickly broken up. 


Later peace was restored between the two. 





Decca Records states that it has not had a losing quarter this year 
despite reporis to the contrary. Company execs agree that the second 
| three-month period, during which the record business went into the 
| deepest part of the summer lull, produced losing figures for part of 
| the 90 days, but that when quarter-ending figures were toted it was in 
In short, each three-month period of the first nine 


| the black, overall 
| months of '49 was a profitable one. 





Statler hotel, New York, has the week of Dec. 19 open between the 
runs of Sammy Kaye and Frankie Carle’s orchestras. Seven-day in- 
terval, which the hotel is now trying to fill, is due to the fact that 
neither Kaye nor Carle wants to work over the holiday period, Kaye 


Ss Dec. 26 opening and Carle 
refusing to move up his opening to meet Kaye's Dec. 17 , by Kaye 


refusing to extend his run to meet Carle’ 


‘follows the current Vaughn Monroe, who stays until Nov. 26. 


BOURNE, Inc. 








| The American Love Song 
| CANT GIVE YOU 
ANYTHING BUT 
LOVE, BABY 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


MILLS MUSIC 
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BING CROSBY'S == MULE TRAIN 


DEAR HEARTS AND GENTLE PEOPLE 





DECCA 24798 


























60 ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, November 16, 1949 





SCOTT IN SWITCH TO 
40-PIECE ‘PARADE’ ORCH 


Raymond Scott. who built and 
maintained his musical reputation 
on small jazz_combinations, shifted 
to the other extreme last week by 
signing a contract to direct the 
Lucky Strike “Hit Parade” orches- 
tra, a 40-piece group, for the next 
three years. Agreement, of course. 
is in 13-week cycles, cancellable at 
the end of any quarter. He takes 
the place on “Parade” of the late 
Mark Warnow Scott's brother. 
whose library of arrangements 
Scott inherited 


Scott began in musical circles 
wit! his quintet. a group that 
earned him a name He con 


sistently worked only with similar 


small groups, excepting for a pe- 
riod on CBS during which he e» 
perimented with an aver -Sized 
Sulit This led him into taking a 
similar organization on the road, 
playing hote!s one-nights etc 


About a year or so ago he went 


back to the quintet idea. 


2 Dallas Cos. Sue Cincy 
Station on Infringement 
Dallas, Nov. 15 


Two local firms have charged in 
a Cincinnati Federal court suit that 


the operators of WCKY, Cincin 
nati. infringed upon their copy- 
rights by broadcasting six songs 
for profit The Stamps Quartet 
Music Ine ind. Stamos-Baxtet 
Music & Printing Co. said in thei: 
petition that they hold the rights 
for use of the songs 


They asked not less than $250 
for infringements on each of the 
six songs from L. B. Wilson, Ine 
owner and operator of WCKY 


Kenton Preems Band 


Hollywood, Nov. 15 

Stan Kenton gets into action for 
the first time with his new 40-piece 
band on Sunday (20), beginning a 
three-day recording session’ for 
Capitol. Outfit is not yet wholly 
rouped Dave Klein, hired by 
r.enton to assemble the crew, is 
still picking them 

Rather than break in his upcom 
ing concert tour at the local 
Shrine, Kenton will preem_ the 
band at Vancouver, B. C.. Feb. 8, 
go to Frisco and then east for two 
months, capping the tour with a 
Shrine date. He'll cut some more 
wax for Capitol before breaking 
up the outfit. 
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FRANKIE LAINE 
“MULE TRAIN” 


ON MERCURY RECORDS 
CURRENTLY 


FAIRMONT HOTEL 
SAN FRANCISCO 
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FRANKIE LAINE (Mercury) 
2 2 “That Lucky Old Sun” 2 9 10 5 1 2 i 4 2 63 
ANDREWS SIS. (Decca) 
3 2 “I Can Dream, Can’t I” 3 2 5 2 1 3 10 3 8 62 
M. WHITING-J. WAKELY (Cap) 
4 4 “Slippin’ Around” 5 3 . FF 8 F 8 4 2 3 59 
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5 3 “Don’t Cry, Joe” 4 5 6 3 a 2 4 5 56 
AL MORGAN (London) . 
6 7 “Jealous Heart” 8 6 10 5 10 5 4 29 
J. STAFFORD-G. MacRAE (Cap) 
7 6 “Whispering Hope” 9 8 y 8 6 gs 5 6 23 
PERRY COMO (Victor) 
8 7 “Dreamer's Holiday” 6 7 9 8 7 7 8 25 
VIC DAMONE (Mercury) 
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DORIS DAY (‘Columpbia) 
9B “Canadian Capers” | 9 — 7 23 
FREDDIE MARTIN (Victor) 
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JACK TETER ‘London) 
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12 “Don’t Cry, Joe” , 3 : 4 15 
VAUGHN MONROE (Victor) 
13 8 “Someday” . A : 7 + 8 ; 14 
KENNY ROBERTS (Coral) 
14 13 “I Never See Maggie Alone” 10 5 6 12 
BING CROSBY (Decca) 
15A “Way Back Home” 6 6 10 
BING CROSBY (Decca) 
15B “Mule Train” cs 1 10 
TENNESSEE ERNIE (Capitol) 
15C “Mule Train” i 10 
VAUGHN MONROE (Victor) 
16 10 “That Lucky Old Sun” 2 4 
PEE WEE HUNT (Capitol) 
17A “Tiger Rag” 3 4 
GUY LOMBARDO (Decca) 
17B “Hop Scotch Polka” 3 8 
FRAN WARREN (Victor) 
18A “Enyy” , 4 - - 7 
DINAH SHORE (Columbia) 
18B “Dear Hearts and Gentle People” : : 4 . : . 7 
~~ VAUGHN MONROE (Victor) 
194A “Vieni Su” = 7 a a ee oe 9 6 
BENNY STRONG (Capitol) 
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SAMMY KAYE (Victor) 
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of General Artists, 
‘oast first week in December on 
his usual 
Hollywood 














Rockwell, president —— _ 


heads for ti 
recember on || On The Upbeat 


————— Cominued from page 83 oe 


Thomas G. 


Xmas-winter stay at 
office 





























New York 
745 Sth Ave. Pi. 9-4600 





America's Greatest Instrumentalist 


HERBIE FIELDS 


AND HIS 
SEPTETTE 


CURRENTLY 


BOP CITY 


NEW YORK 


Btinstvs "Mano seties 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORPORATION 


JOE GLASER, Pres. 


Chi 
203 No 


Jan. 5 for indefinite stay ... Paul 
Salvator goes to work for Walt 
Disney music Company in Chicago. 
. Leigh Barron into 16th month 
at Sheraten hotel lounge .. . Susie 
Rand joins Max Miller's orch as 
vocalist at Continental Club, Mil- 
waukee, Dec. 1 Art Mooney 
into Lyric theatre, Indianapolis, 
Nov. 24 for week ... Henry Busse 
on one-nighters in midwest terri- 
tory the last of November and 
December . Ted Lewis goes into 
Lake Club. Springfield, Ill, Dee. 
17, for a week ... Frankie Masters 
celebrates a year at the Boulevard 
Room, Stevens hotel, Nov. 19 . 
Ken Griffin cut a Christmas album 
for Rondo records here last week 
: . Larry Fetine closes Melody 
Mill, Nov. 30, but set for a repeat 
after Jan. 1 Leighton Noble 
into Peabody hotel, Memphis, end 
of November for indefinite stay. 


Ss 8 
ee ee 


Hollywood 


Biliy Walters set as Coast re 
for*Nicky Campbell Music. . J 


Hollywood 


cago 
9157 Sunset Bivd 


Wabash 


' Daly, formerly with Capitol Rec- 
ords, has become flack for Palla- 
dium Ballroom Phil Boutelje 
signed as musical advisor on Hal 
Wallis’ “September.” 


Barclay Allen, orch leader hos- 
pitalized here by an automobile 
crash, will receive ali royalties 
from the Bachelors waxing of 
“Cumina” for MGM Records 
Woody Herman’s crew signed for 
a two-weeker at Chicago's Blue 
Note. opening April 1 Andre 
Previn will conduct, compose and 
arrange music for two Metro pix, 
‘The Outriders” and “Three Lit- 
tle Words.” 


Three scoring assignments have 


been made at Universal-Inter- 
national: Walter Scharf, on “De- 
ported”; Frank Skinner, “Con- 
fidential Squad” and Milton 
Schwarzwald, “Shoplifter” Dick 
Haymes has etched “Hush. Little 


Darlin” for Decca. Tune is by Bob 
Haymes and Marty Clark. 

Roy Webb composing the score 
for RKO’s “The White Tower” 
Doris Day will etch songs from 
“Young Man With a Horn” for Co- 


; lumbia, including “The Very 
| Thought of You,” “Moanin’ Low” 
, and ‘What Is This Thing Called 


' Love.” 


‘MELROSE GETS 300-PT, 


AVAILABILITY BOOST 


Edward H. (Buddy) Morris’ Me!}- 
rose Music catalog drew a 3009 
point availability raise from the 
American Society of Composers. 
Authors and Publishers. Boost 
jumped the Melrose grouping 
higher than the Morris catalog — 
1,200 against 1,000 points. 

Morris has been arguing with 
ASCAP for several years over the 
rating of all three of his first-line 
catalogs. Each had been spotted at 
750 points, but two years or so azo 
were jumpe® to 1,000, 900 and 800 
for Mayfair. That was ar overall 
boost of 450 points. Latest is a 300- 
point bulge. 





Campbell Airshow to Intro 
Disney’s ‘Cinderella’ Score 

Deal has been concluded unde: 
which the Andrews Sisters and 
other names on the Campbell Soup- 
“Club 15” broadcast will introduce 
the score of Walt Disney's “Cin- 
derella” cartoon. Initial playing of 
the music on the air will cover Dec 
5 and 6, the Andrews trio and Dick 
Haymes doing three tunes the first 
night and Haymes, Evelyn Knight 
and the Modernaires doing three 
the second. 

“Cinderella” score is by 
Livingston, Mack 
Hoffman. 


Jerry 


David and Al 


Decea Disks Stars 


Decea Records will market its 
new original-cast “Lost in the 
Stavs” album on both 78 rpm and 
33 rpm Microgroove Long-Playing 
platters. For the first time the 78 
disks will be pressed on unbreak- 
able material, the package of six 
10-inch platters selling for $6.75 
retail against the $5.50 asked for 
the “Oklahoma!,” “Carousel” and 
other top albums, 

LP versions of the show's score 
will sell for $4.85, 























It's Music By 
JESSE GREER 


Program Today Yesterday's 


ONCE IN A 
LIFETIME 


(From Earl Carroll's “Vanities”) 
(Robbins Music) 


—$—$—$——$ 

















THAT LUCKY 
OLD SUN 


recorded and featured by 
BOB HOUSTON MGM 
FRANKIE LAINE ...... 
DEAN MARTIN 
VAUGHN MONROE . 
FRANK SINATRA 
SARAH VAUGHAN 


». Mercury 
Capitol 

. Victor 
Columbia 
Columbia 


" ROBBINS MUSIC 

















AS ALWAYS-PROGRAM 
CARMEN LOMBARDO’S 


JUNGLE 
DRUMS 


E. B. MARKS 








——_—————————————————————— 








ANNOUNCING! 
The HIT Song 


from 20th Century -Fex's 
“OH, YOU BEAUTIFUL DOLL” 


| WANT YOU 
TO WANT ME 


(To Want You) 
100% Recorded! 








MILLS MUSIC, INC. 


1619 Broadway, New Work 19, N. ¥- 
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Balaban & Katz's Vaude in Chi Nabes 
May Bolster Midwest Playing Time 


Chicago, Nov. 15. 

With the setting of one week 
vaude bills in three nabe houses 
of Balaban and Katz circuit start- 
ing Dec. 23 with shows switching 
to play all sides of town, full, scale 
resurgence of live talent is looked 
for. Jt’s practically certain if new 
policy is successful at the South- 
town, B&K southside house, War- 
ner Bros. will reopen the Avalon 
and Capitol to stage shows At 
present WB offers weekend bilis at 
the Stradford, but would go into 
full week shows at the other spots 
While no competition to B&K on 
the north or west sides of town 
Essaness might route some of its 
Oriental packages into owe of its 
northside’ theatres. Battle for 
names, which has been hot be- 
tween Essaness Oriental and B&K 
Chicago should continue at fever 
pitch with extra weeks that Nate 
Platt, Chi booker, can offer. On 
the other hand, Charlie Hogan 
Oriental booker, is also booker fo: 
Warners and in addition has the 
Lyric and Circle in Indianapolis 
and the Riverside in Milwaukee to 
counter-attack with. Hogan would 


(Continued on page 62) 


Tk May Set Up Agency 
In U.S.; Due Next Month 


London, Nov. 15 

Hyman Zahl, head of Zahl's 
agency, sails for America Dec. 16 
on the Ile de France, object of the 
trip being to form his own agency 
in America or join forces with a 
major U. S. company. He's already 
had several offers which he is con- 
sidering 

Of interest is the fact that Zahl's 
agency has expended over $600,000 
on English and American acts in 


his road shows and vaudeville 
units this year. Acts include Nor- 
man Evans. Larry Adler. John 


2 





vy 


Geo. Evans Resumes With 
Sinatra; Show East 4 Wks. 


Settling a ruckus which led to 
their fallout exactly one year ago, 
Frank Sinatra and George Evans 
his public relations rep, are back 
together again. It was the Evans- 
devised buildup which is credited 
for a great part of the crooner's 
success before the split Under 
the new deal, Evans will handle 
all publicity for Sinatra, with 
Perry the Coast, su- 
pervising fan mags and clubs. etc 


Charles, on 


radio show co 
Kirsten, arrive in 
Thurs They will 
of broadcasts in 
returning to the 


Sinatra and his 
star, Dorothy 
N. Y. tomorrow 
do four weeks 
the east before 
Coast. 


Paris Police Question 
Singer in Murder Probe 


Nov. 15 
Clair was ques- 


Paris, 

Singer Svivie St 
tiorg:d by 
tion 


Paris police in connec- 


of Edward 
Australian connected 


with the British Federation of In 
dustry. Miss St. Clair told police 
that she had a date with Demuralt 
when she wound up for the eve- 
ning at the Cafe Boccaccio, Paris. 
where she's currently appearing 
It was the first time, in their four 
dates together, she told police, 
that he had not taken her home 
Demuralt's body was discovered 
in his auto early this morning. He 
was killed by a bullet or a “stylus 


with the murder 


Demuralt, an 


like” instrument, according to po 
lice 

Miss St. Clair is well known in 
the U. S., having appeared at the 


Hotel St. Regis, Rainbow Room. 


T 





Joe Smith & 
Charlie Dale 


(As norroted by Acron Fishman) 
tell how the Avon Comedy Four 
came to be in 


Spawned in the 
Catskills, 


Christened in Harlem 
(en interesting excerpt from the 
forthcoming biegraphy of 
Smith & Dale) 

* . ~ 
one eof the many editorial features 

in the forthcoming 
dnniversary Number 
of 


VARTETY 


44th 











Stage Charities Getting 
Larger Slice of Benefit 
Coin Under New TA Setup 


The Night of Stars benefit held 


Monday (14) at Madison Square 
Garden, N. Y., was the first af- 
fair held under the new Theatre 


Authority method of payment. Un 
der the new scale, beneficiary or- 
ganization pays a maximum of 
$12,500 under a plan on which TA 
gets 15° cut of the entire selling 
price of the ticket Prev .ously 
if a ducat sold for $50 for which 
the actual enact of the dueat 
$10 and contribution $40, TA got 
a slice of the $10 only Under the 
new plan. the Authority will get an 
overall 15° slice 


wae 


As a result, benefits which pre 


viously broughi TA a maximum of 
$6 .500-$7 500 will now bring 
$12,500 


AGVA-ARA CONTINUE 
WITH RULE ‘B’ PACT 


The American Guild of Variety 
Artists and the Artists Representa- 
tives Assn. will continue under the 
Rule B agreement formulated sev- 


Miami Bistros Prep for Lush Season; 


Copa, Beachcomber Set Top Talent 


> 
vv 


Easy Divorce Law Used As_ 
Bally for Virgin Isles Hotel 


One Virgin Island innkeeper is 
exploiting American talent and 
the six-week divorce law in order 
to build up tourist trade in that 
country L. Arthur Fedder, who 
took over a surplus naval hospital 





in St. Thomas and converted it 
ints 2 ssie!. ss scoking Ameri aie | 


acts through the Busch & Peterson 
agency Budget is around $1,500 
weekly for talent and bands for 
that inn 
Acts are New 


flown in from 


York. Initial bill played that spot 
last week 

Fedder also operates the Plaza 
Hotel, Asbury Park, N. J 


Bubbles-Nazarro Pact 
Invalid, Court Rules 


Justice 
ruled 


N. Y. Supreme Court 
Thomas Aurelio last week 
the management contract between 
Nat Nazarro and Sublett Davis, 
the Bubbles of Buck & Bubbles, to 
be invalid. Court ruled Nazarro’'s 
function to be tha: of an agent 
and the term “manapger’ did not 
apply in this instance 


Court declared that the manage 
ment wording of the contract to 
be a subterfuge in which Nazarro 
attempted to justify a 30% 
agement fee. 


Buck & Bubbles several months 
ago broke away from Nazarro and 
are being booked through the Wil- 
liam Morris agency Nazarro sub 
sequently brought suit against the 
lean to recover commissions on 
the engagements booked by the 
Morris office. Bernard A. Gross 
man represented Bubbles = and 
Charlies D. Seanlon was counsel 
for Nazarro. 


' 
man 


By LARY SOLLOWAY 


Miami Beach, Nov. 15. 

Discount that talk about a re 
turn to average salaries for top 
acts this year. From current in- 
dications the same all-out bids for 
talent is obtaining, mew that Copa 
City and Murray Weinger are back 
in the market, to again make for 
heated competish between that 
plush spot, the Beachcomber, and 
eeross the bay the Clover Club 
(though this mainland spot is al- 
ready set for a Xmas teeoff with 
Jan Murray, Vagabonds and Rose 
Marie 

Ned 
Martin 
seasonal 
comber 


Schuyler has pacted Dean 
and Jerry Lewis for his 

preem of the Beach- 
Dec. 19. He'll follow prob- 
ably, with Sophie Tucker and the 
Lind Bros. and has also signed 
Martha Raye, Tony Martin and 
Joe E. Lewis. Following these, he 
is ready to offer top coin to other 


“names” willing to come down this 
season 
The “open season” on the check- 


book is obvious as far as Schuy- 
ler is concerned, now that Copa 
City is’ definitely set to reopen 
Again Had Murray Weinger relit 
(Cantinued on page 62) 


Minevitch Troupe Due 
Back; Dec. 6 Berle Date 


London, Nov. 6 

Borrah Minevitch's Harmonica 
Rascals are winding up their Euro- 
pean tour soon and are slated for 
a Dec. 6 booking on the Milton 
Berle video show for Texaco Dec 
6 The comedy harmonicaists 
featuring Johnny Puleo, played 
their second Royal Command show 
last week at the Coliseum 

Impresario Minevitch, who has 
been producing films, booking con- 
cert personalities, etc.. on the Con- 


Boles and the Deep River Bovs Copacabana. all N. Y., and had a eral years ago. Pact expires Dec - tinent, from his Paris headquar- 

Cyril Berlin, director and gen- television show on DuMont net- 3! and will be continued subject The 56 Room, N. Y., reopened ‘€'s. May return from the States 
eral manager of the agency. will work. She's slated to return to ‘0 60 days notice by either party. j,.¢ week with singers Harold With his troupe. He has been re- 
be in full control during Zahl's so- the U. S. next year to resume video Rule B defines the duties of each Bayne and Mita Moss on the bill. Siding in Europe the entire past 
journ in America. work. organization to the other Spot was formerly the Crest Room. year. 





























One of America’s Foremost Hotel , Supper Club and Concert Attractions 


AKRON 
Hotel Mayflower 


* 
ATLANTA 
Hotel Atlanta-Biltmore 
Hotel Henry Grady 
e 


BUFFALO 
Chez-Ami 


- 
CHICAGO 
Hotel Bismarck 
Hotel Edgewater Beach 
Latin Quorter 
Palmer House 


a 
CINCINNATI 
Hotel Gibson 


a 
NEWPORT, KY. 


Glenn Rendezvous 





| - 
COVINGTON, KY. 
Lookout House 
+ 
| CLEVELAND 


Hotel Hollenden 
Hotel Statler 


- 
COLUMBUS 
Neil House 


e 
DALLAS 
Baker Hotel 


° 
DETROIT 
Club Royale 


a 
GALVESTON 
Turf Athletic Club 


a 
HOUSTON 
Rice Hotel 








° 
JACKSONVILLE 


SR espns 








“ROMANCE IN SONG" 


RAINE 


Renard 
OPENING — November 16th (4 Weeks) 


HOTEL ROOSEVELT, New Orleans 


(3rd Engagement) 
* 








LL 


Lucas 


FOLLOWED BY (December 13-19) 


HOTEL WASHINGTON-YOUREE 


Just Concluded — 


Shreveport, La. 
(oth Engagement) 
® 


13,000 MILE, 23 STATE SUMMER AND FALL CONCERT TOUR 


SPRING CONCERT TOUR BEGINNING JANUARY 5TH THROUGH MARCH 1, 1950 


KANSAS CITY 
Hotel Bellerive 


LAS VEGAS 
Last Frontier 
. 

LOS ANGELES 
Hotel Biltmore 
° 
LOUISVILLE 
Brown Hotel 
e 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Hotel Nicollet F 

o 
MOLINE 
Plantation Club 
MONTREAL 
Mount Royal Hotel 


* 
NEW ORLEANS 
Hotel Roosevelt 


° 
PITTSBURGH 
Hotel Williom Penn 


. 

ST. LOUIS 
Pork Plaza Hotel 
oe 
SAVANNAH 
Hotel DeSoto 


° 
SYRACUSE 


Hotel Syracuse 


2 
SHREVEPORT 
Washington-Youree Hotel 


a 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 
Hotel Shoreham 
Hotel Mayflower 


. 
DAYTON 











Embassy Club 








CONCERTS™ 


NATIONAL CONCERT ond ARTIST CORP. 
711 FIFTH AVE. New York 22, N. Y. 


MAY JOHNSON CO., 
745 FIFTH AVE.. New York 22, W. Y. 


HOTELS AND SUPPER cues” 
INC. 


Hotel Dayton-Biltmore 
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his plush spot for pre-season, the 
unit idea (“Make Mine Manhat- 
tan” et al.) would have prevailed 
until the height of the tourist in- 
flux. 

However, it is now obvious that 
the Copa will set up usual produc- 
tion, plus names, plan to reestab- 
lish itself. Don Arden has been 
signed tostage the displays, while 
Benny Davis will again do the 
music and lyrics. However, the ad- 
mission idea, is still being mulled 
with ringside tables at premium 


tariffs In the Lounge, where 
tarry Gray formerly held forth 
will be converted into an intime 


entertainment room, seating 250 

Clover Club's Jack Goldman 
with his 400-seater, is also in the 
market for top names. La Boheme 
is pretty well set with Joe E 
Lewis. Danny Thomas and Tony 
Martin. Opening show is yet to 














HELENE and HOWARD 


CAPITOL, Wash, D.C. 
SHRINER’S, Buffalo 








Miami Bistros 


Continued from page 61 


R a' 


Nearby 
Harold 
Minsky’s glorified burlesque idea 


tioned but not definite. 
Colonial Inn will have 


again. It did well with similar 
policy last year. Brook Club's 
plans are, at the moment, uncer- 
tain. 

Kitty Davis’ will adhere to Rou- 
manian food and Yiddish enter- 
tainment again. The formula was 
successful the past two seasons, 
and with the Second avenue type 
of acts, plus the definite drawing 
power of the Barry Gray aircasts 
between shows, spot looks for an- 
other profitable season. 

Other Spots Readying 

Five O'Clock Club is definitely 
a click. Currently there’s the Lind 
Bros.-Lenny Kent combo. Follow- 
ing there'll be Jackie Miles with 
Kent probably staying on with 
him 

The smaller spots are pretty 
well set Park Avenue Club is 
packing them in again with Char- 
lie Farrell plus a modestly budg- 
eted supper bill. Bar of Music 
with Bill Jordan at helm, will do 
good, as it has every year for the 
past decade, on the same intimery- 
small act idea 

Competish for the medium and 
larger sized room will be provided 


Catate Celehrity Clih. 


where the comic-owner will head 
the layout. The Chez Paree, shut- 
tered for several seasons, will re- 
open with a production composing 
the better type of performer and 
line of girls. It’s a comparatively 
be pacted, with Jane Froman men- 























Mahoney 


parts. 


while. This amusing, 
sort that made vaudeville 


cull life? 


I've missed him. 


Up the Gagsters 
By Richard L. 


ILL MAHONEY, bless his soul, is back at work in 

this country and the guy’s still funny. Long a 

revue and vaudeville standby, Mahoney’s headlining 
the Capitol stage bill after some 14 years in foreign 


after the endless parade of gag-cracking Bradway hill- 
billies who pass for comics is a treat. 
funny song about Lily, he dances, he snips the dress off 
a blonde while she chants soulfully of l'amour, and he 
winds up playing the xylophone with his feet. 


Now, what comedian working the stages today do you 
find moving one inch away from the mike? What come- 
lian doesn’t give you the lowdown on his own personal, 
What comedian sings a song, does a dance 
and bothers to prance around to amuse the customers? 


But at that first show were youngsters to whom his 
name meant nothing and, believe me, they laughed with 


delight at a fellow whose genial stvle and looney tricks 


vere not only new to the 
from the Lindy Restaurant set 


_— > — 


WILL MAHONE 


Currently Headlining 


CAPITOL, Washington, D. C. 


WASHINGTON POST 





Shows 


Coe 








But Mahoney's turn on the stage is worth anybody’s 
hard-working comedian is the 


popular. Seeing him work 


He sings that 


m, but something different 





| targe room, and will run on a late 


| show policy. 
Add the dozens of clubs on the 


Beach and the mainland which 


will continue with strip-show poli- 
'cies, the scores of hotel cocktail- 
|eries and outdoor patios featuring 


rumba bands and dancers, and the | 


“joints” with their singers and ac- 
companists and you'll find more 
‘entertainment on hand for the 
tourists than ever before. 

Perhaps the plethora of pub- 
‘crawling availabilities can be 
traced to the heavy reservations 
in hotels. The inquiries and de- 
posits for the-winter top any pre- 
vious prewar year. 

At any rate, the anrual winter- 
run will find more entries than 
ever—and again, more in-the-red 
operations than heretofore. Some- 
how, however, there’s always fresh 
dough to keep the majority going 











_ Balaban & Katz 


—tt_ continued from page 61 








also handle any nabe Essaness 
house 

Hogan may also be able to offer 
two weeks of split dates through 
Standard Theatres of Wisconsin 
which will probably go on regular 
schedule after the first of the year 
At present some houses are play- 
ing horror shows and hillbilly 
units. but on irregular basis. Us- 
ing the Capitol, Manitowoc, for 
Wednesday and Thursday bills, and 


the Stradtord, Chicago, for week- 


ends, rest of the time would be 
split between Green Bay, Kenosha, 
Madison, Beloit, and Sheboygan, 
Wisc. In addition, Newcastle, Pa., 
and Steubenville, Ohio, are using 
one-nighters and split weeks, as is 
Terre Haute, Ind. With the Fox, 
St. Louis, Kansas City, Omaha, 
Detroit, Minneapolis, and about 
four other cities, in addition to 
spot bookings, there is over three 


months of theatre work now avail- | 


able for acts in midwest. This 
doesn't inelude houses which are 
playing the Palace, N. Y., vaude 
units such a& Palace in Chicago 
once a month. 

B&K circuit is using top names 
with Mel Torme heading one show, 
Dick Contino package another, and 
a local disk jockey show for the 
third In addition some of the 
talent which plays the Regal. 
B&K colored southside house, maj 
swing into the circuit. 


Kitty Kallen’s Cafe Date 


Kitty Kallen has been signed to 
play the Fox and Crow, Morgan- 
town, near Cincinnati, starting 
Nov. 21. She's set at $1,500. 

It's a new room with casino ac- 
tivities which opened last week 
with Dwight Fiske as the initial 
attraction. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 


Saranac, N. Y., Nov. 15. 

Joe Bishop. trombonist with 
Woody Herman band, still under 
observation in infirmary. His 
frau. Virginia Bishop, dancer with 
the yesteryear Jimmy Hodges mu- 
sical comedy show. has rented a 
cottage here so she can be near 
him 

Anna Nolan, shot in from N.Y.C 
to bedside her son, Johnny No- 
lan. who is flashing good clinic 
reports. 

Slim Vermont, vet blackface 
comic, took time out from the Vets 
hospital in Oteen, N. C., to act as 
m. ¢. at the Merchants Supper and 
Dance at Marion, N. C. 

Mohawk & Reis, dance team, en- 
route trom Montreal, stopped off 
to visit Sig Mealy. 

Eddic Haskell in from Oneida. 
N. Y.. to bedside chat with Sam 
LaBalbo 

First Community Concert, with 
the Trapp Family of musicians and 
singers, drew a packed: house 

Helen Pelechowicz elated cver 
surprise visit from Herman Sher- 
man and George Atoff. 


Write to those who are iiL 








Latino ‘Ice Carnival’ 
Looks Set for Big B.O. 


Buenos Aires, Nov. 8. 


The “Pan American Ice Car- 
nival.’ which has been touring 
| Mexico, Cuba, Puerte Rico, Cen- 
‘tral America and Brazil, has now 
reached Buenos Aires, and teed off 
Friday (4) to a good start, with 
SRO at the gigantic 10,000-seater 
Luna Park Stadium. “Carnival” is 
| preduced and directed by Victor 
Sturdivant, with Dorothy Day as 
the star attraction. J. Nery is act- 
ing as impresario for this venture, 
‘which has already made big coin 
in the other Latino countries, and 
hopes to do as weli in Buenos 
Aires 


With the entertainment fields 
grossing even higher than in the 
record last four years. the “Car- 
nival’’ should do sock business, al- 
though the admission scales fixed 
are on the high side, ranging from 
$4 (US. to $1 Because of the 
time of year chosen, with beautiful 
spring weather, “Carnival” should 
take in more coin than the “Ice 
and Stars” show brought here two 
years ago by a Latin-American 
entrepreneur. That show teed off 
in a cold winter, and Buenos Aires 
audiences stayed away “Ice and 
Stars” did fairly good grosses, but 
operating expenses and _ dollar 
salaries to the skaters put it in the 
red 


"Midwest Vande Daies 5 


Chicago, Nov. 15. 
Paul Marr office handling Arden 
& Hartman, dancers formerly with 














Saul Grauman’s act Carltons 
held vver at Washington-Youree 
Hotel. Shreveport. La Minda 


Lang into the Fox theatre, St. 
Louis, Nov. 25 for week and fol- 
lows at the Jefferson Hotel there 
. . « Melba Vick replaces Patsy 
Abbott at the Silver Frolics, Nov. 
18 El Macomba, strip spot shut- 
tered last week and is up for 
sale ... Selma Marlowe, Glenn's 
Rendezvous producer, is develop- 
ing club date lines here Chez 
Paree show includes the Allen 
Sisters, Step Bros... in addition to 
Dean Martin & Jerry Lewis, Nov 
18 Norm Dygen & Jr. held over 
at the Century Club, Mankato, 
Minn. 


Riverside Milwaukee. broke 
recent house record with Xavier 
Cugat orch. first four days hitting 
$17.786 and, over $27,000 on the 


week Bevy of bookers from 
other towns here looking over 
talent includes Harry Romm, 


Charlie Yates, Frank Sennes, and 
‘Harold Minsky Ginger Kinney 
set for the Flamingo, Las Vegas, 
Dec. 29 Georgie Gobel . also 
‘plays the Wyoming territory start- 
jing Nov. 25 for two weeks at the 
| Mapes. Reno and then moving into 
the Thunderbird, Las Vegas before 
doing Statler Hotel swing. . Sid 
|Epstein, Chi William Morris of- 
‘fice, off om southern vacation . 
“High Button Shoes” tab version 
set for the Riverside, Milwaukee, 


CANADA MAJOR VAUDE 
MARKET, SEZ FORMBY 


A large part of Canada is hun- 
gry for live entertainment, accord. 
ing to British comedian George 
Formby, who last week completed 
a six week tour of that country. He 
claimed that many towns in that 
country haven't had bigtime shows 
in many years and a picture name 
can mop up on one-nighters and 
theatre stands. 

Formby proved his contention 
| with his gross of nearly $500,000 
| while playing one-nighters and the- 
atre dates. 

Formby will be in New York for 
a few days before returning to Eng- 
land. He's slated to repeat his Ca- 
nadian tour some time next year 
and may play some U. S. dates at 
that time. 








Michael Rosenberg and his Yid- 
dish comedics set to open at Kitty 
Davis’, Miami Beach, Jan. 11 


KEYE 
LUKE 


CHARLIE CHAN'S 
No. 1 SON 
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WASHINGTON 


Quonset Club 
Week of Nov. 14 


BOSTON 


RKO Theatre 
Week of Nov. 24 


NEW YORK 
RKO PALACE 


Week of Dec. | 
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Management: 
JOHN LASTFOGEL 
1595 Broadway 
New York 
Circle 6-8139 














COMEDY MATERIAL 


For all branches of theatricals 


FUN-MASTER 
“The ORIGINAL Show-Bis Gag fle’ 
@ Nos. 1 thrn 3 @ $1.00 en. © 
(Order in Sequence Only) 
BPECIAL: first 13 files for #10 
All 85 files for 830 
@ 3 Bks. PARODLES. per book $10 
@ MINSTREL BUDGET.. 25 
@ HUMOR-DOR FOK EMCEFS % 
@ 8 BLACKOUT BRKS., en. bk. 25 
—or all 3 diff. Vols. for 350 — 
e “HOW TO MASTER THE 
CEREMONIES” ‘ ~ 
— (Reissue) $2.00 per copy — 
NO C.LOLD Os 


PAULA SMITH 





200 W. 54th St. Dept. V 
NEW YORK 1? 























SAY 
MARSHALL 


Management: 


LEON NEWMAN 
MARK J. LEDDY. 


48 West 48th Street 
New York City 19 
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Jackie Kannon? 

9 MONTHS IN ONE SPOT 

AS COMEDY HEADLINER? 
This Boy Is Great! 
CLUB GAY HAVEN 


DETROIT 


Thanks Te: 
PETE IODICE & JOHN ANTHONY 


























| A SMASH HIT 


THE THREE 


“NATURE'S 
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EVERYWHERE 


EXTREEMS 


MISTAKES” 


Opening PALACE, NEW YORK, Nov. 24th 


Management: JOHN LASTFOGEL, 1595 Broadway, N. Y. 
Circle 6-8139 
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Fla. Yields to AGVA in Security Issue: 
Cafes Will Post Bonds With Union 


The Florida Attorney General's 
office last week handed down a 
decision okaying the posting of 
bonds with the American Guild 
of Variety Artists. Ruling was ob- 
tained after conferences with au- 
thorities and Mortimer S. Rosen- 


thal, who with Jonas T. Silver- 
stone, is AGVA counsel. 
Rosenthal, who returned this 


week from Florida, stated that the 
attorney general gave an opinion 
that there is grave doubts that 
the section of the new Florida li 
censing law which requires the 
posting of cafe bonds with the 
Florida Industrial Commission 
wovld be valid, and would ce! 
tainly not be a valid requirement 








WANTED! 


Agent, Motion Picture, Vaudeville 
Dote, Nite Club Booking, Tele- 
vision or 100 Used Marcantonio 
Buttons... 


Currently Appearing: 
Hanson’s Drug Store 


IN THE IODINE ROOM 


LEE MORTIMER, Daily Mirror, 
wrote: “Bobby Shields at Club 
Chantilly is the onlw guy |! know who 
can satirize the bopsters and top 
the original. He is a funny little 
guy. ond no mistake.” 
Have a poir of sneckers—two Chi- 
nese laundry tickets—hotel bill and 
willing to travel by train, plane, bus 
or pogo stick. 

Salary: 

(1 can’t work that cheap!) 


BOBBY SHIELDS 


Belvedere Hotel 
West 48th Street, New York City 
Circle 6-9100 




















EXCLUSIVE THEATRICAL HOTEL 


iN THE HEART 
The Smart of EVERYTHING 












2216 
Park Ave. 


MIAMI 
BEACH 


50 ROOMS pniVire natu 
@ ATTRACTIVE LOW RATES ® 
ONLY 1'2 BLOCKS FROM OCEAN. 








as far as AGVA is concerned. 
Prior to the handing down of 
this opinion, union had declared 
that it would not permit acts to 
play Florida cafes unless union 





had bonds covering salaries of per- | 


formers posted with AGVA._ Si- 
multaneously, 
tors declared that they could not 
afford to deposit two sets of bonds. 
one each with the Industrial Com 
mission and the union An im 
passe was expected that might 
have delayed the opening of Flor 
ida clubs. However. attorney gen 
eral’s opinion removes the contro- 
versy surrounding this section of 
the law 


CANTOR ON GOODWILL 
WHIRL IN FRISCO 


San Francisco, Nov. 15. 
Eddie Cantor launched into a 
four day whirl, which began with 
a Community Chest show and is 
scheduled to include a meeting of 
Eversharp dealers at a luncheon, 
the taping of two_shows, a Hadas- 
sah conclave, and the introduction 
of his protege, Eddie Fisher, to the 
audience at the Golden Gate the- 
atre. where vaude is being revived 
with an eight act bill topped by 
Gus Van, Nov. 16 
Cantor, long a 
hosted by Mayor 

on his arrival 


Frisco fave, was 
Elmer Robinson 


New Village Nitery 
Greenwich Village, N. Y.., 
have its first major room since the 
foldo ef the Greenwich Village 
Inn years ago, when the 
Chantilly room opens with Maxie 
Rosenbloom tonight (Wed.). Oth- 
ers in the show include Allan 
Drake and Bobbie Martin. 
A line and two bands, Frankie 
Stewart and Bob White, will alter- 
nate for customer terping. 





will 


two 











TALENT PREVIEWS EVERY 
SUNDAY NITE 


BLUE ANGEL 


152 E. 55th Se. © PL. 32-5998 




















HOTEL PIERRE, NEW 


BISMARCK HOTEL, 
MAYFLOWER HOTEL, 


Direction 





FLORENCE and FREDERIC 


Retura Engagement Now at The 


COPACABANA, New York 


Recent Engagements 


SHOREHAM HOTEL, WASHINGTON, D. C 
LATIN QUARTER, NEW YORK 

CAPITOL THEATRE, WASHINGTON, D. C. 
CHICAGO, 


MOUNT ROYAL HOTEL, MONTREAL, CANADA 
WILLIAM PENN HOTEL, PITTSBURGH 
BAKER HOTEL, DALLAS, TEXAS 


YORK 


HLL. 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


MM. C. A. 




































All AGENTS 


are invited to submit Acts and Attractions for booking at 


» ORPHEUM THEATRE, LOS ANGELES 
» ORPHEUM THEATRE, OAKLAND 


6 4. RICILWAIN 


Suite 720 —— Theaire a S. Broadway, Les 












Los Angeles 14, Calif. Michigan 6272 











Onty five 

minutes 

from the 
Leo 






tile. 





Overlooking Beautiful Lincoln Pork and Lake Michigon 


the HOTEL NORTH PARK 


Owned ond operated by the Benson Hotel Corp. 
1931 Lincoln Park West, Chicago 


Newly furnished rooms and kitchenette 
apartments; with private boths ia colored 


Rates from $4 to $8.50 


“Make the North Park your home is Chicago” 








Florida cafe opera- | 


' De Santis, 


Lena Horne’s Tour 


\is slated to do a European tour | 
| starting in May. Singer will play | 
dates in Sweden, Scotiand, France | | 
and England. 


She will be in Europe a little | 
' over three months. 








Talent Problem Vexes 
‘Night of Stars’ Show 
But 1256 Gross at Par 


“Night of Stars” 
ior the United Jewish Appeal, 
Mondav ‘14) at Madison 
Garden, N. Y., grossed $125,000, on 
par with last year’s figures 

This year’s affair, however, was 
marked by the extreme difficulty 
in getting many performers to re 
spond Many that performed in 
prior years failed to come because 
of other engagements Others 
pleaded that they had worked too 
many free shows in the past and 
wanted to be excused, since they 
had no different routine to show at 
this event 

Emceeing the show were Harry 
Hershfield, Henny Youngman and 
Joey Adams Others making ap- 
pearances included Lucy Monroe, 
Sam Levenson, the De Marcos, 
Jean Carroll, Guy Lombardo’s 
band, Buddy Rogers, the Para- 
mount theatre show, Arthur God 
Snow Diiiy Dcastine, Audre y 

Denise Darcel, Abe Bur- 
Robert Merrill, Sid Caesar, 
Tufts, Dick Rodgers, Kay 
Harvey Stone, Diosa Cos- 
Ross, Kyle MacDon- 
Treacher and Allan 

Sauter chairmaned 


benefit 
held 
Sauare 


annual 


itiey 
Totter! 
rows 
Sonny 
Armen, 
tello, Lanny 
nell, Arthur 
Jones James 
the affair 

Also militating against the 
“Night of Stars” was the recent 
Theatre Authority edict which pro- 


hibited the Radio City Music Hall 
from performing. As a result 
there were no big dance numbers 


in the show 


VANCOUVER NITERY 


Vaude Revival Dwindling in Many 
Spots, Needs Greater Hypo to Stick 


The momentum of the vaude re- 
vival Was dwindled considerably. 


| While the current season is the 
| best 
/ hopes of a goodly number of weeks 


since 1935, the industry's 
throughout the country has settled 
down to just a better than normal 


amount of playing time. 


The announced stageshow clos- 
ing at the Adams, Newark, has fo- 
cused attention on the fact that 


new tormiulas are constantly neces 


sary if playing time is to grow 
The industry has come to the con 
clusion that there isn't enough of 
toppers in any particular category 
of talent to keep a vaude stand 
supplied with 52 weeks of top 
stageshows per year 

Many industryites feel that the 


vaude field originally set its sights 
too high with attempting to keep 
houses supplied with eight top 
vaude acts every week With 
budgets for the eight-acters con- 
fined to $4,000 or thereabouts, it's 
seemingly impossible to get the 
caliber of talent that customers 
had become accustomed to when 
theatres were on the name policies 

It's felt that the absence of any 
new major vauders in recent weeks 


is due to a new wave of caution 
that has hecome apparent in the 
past two months While it's true 
that the majority of houses that 


PHILLY CAFE BACK TO 
FULL-WK. SHOW POLICY 


Philadelphia, Nov. 15. 

which shifted 
to weekend entertainment after its 
recent hassle with AGVA, 
sumed full-week floorshows 


adopted a name act polics 
Murphy opens tomorrow 


Lexington Casino, 


has re- 
and 


Rose 
( Wed.) 


| night. 


Club will follow with 
rence, Nov. 25: the 


Bill Law 
Charioteers, 





PAYS TALGNT 366) ceemmsemmenteeeneesnamens 


Vancouver, Nov. 15. 

Palomar nitery here has just 
splurged on $35,000 worth of talent 
from GAC. Kay Starr is the first 
of those booked, opening yester- 
day (14). 

After pre-Yule lull, Sandy 
of the nitery, 
scheduled Mel Torme, Red 
Ingle combo, Louis Armstrong, 
Mills Bros., Nellie  Lutcher, 
Johnny Moore's Blazers and Peggy 
Lee for fortnight 
Mills foursome, Torme, Ingle and 
Lutcher will precede engagements 
here with one-week stands at the 
Palomar theatre, Seattle. 


the 
operator 
has 





Bojangles Into Hospital 

Bill Robinson is reported in seri- 
ous condition at the Harkness Pa- 
villion of the Columbia Presbyte- 
rian-Medical Centre as result of 
an old heart ailment. Robinson 
was admitted to the hospital Mon- 
day night (14), the day before he 
was slated to be honored at a din- 
ner being held in his honor at the 
Grand Street Boys clubhouse. A 
bronze plaque and a replica of the 
71-year-old Negro dancer's shoes 
were to be unveiled. 

Robinson has been suffering 
with a heart ailment for some 
time, and was invalided last 
year. 

In addition to cafe, video and 
theatre engagements, Robinson 
performed at many benefits. He 
was currently on the committee 
arranging the Negro Actors Guild 
benefit to be held at the Imperial 
theatre, N. Y., Nov. 27. 








YOU MUST VISIT 
RAILWAY LOST PROPERTY 
when in LONDON for Sargains in 
Furs, Fur Coats, Luggage, Travel 
and Sports Goods:——-Call at 1 Port- 
man Street (corner of Oxford 
Street), Marble Arch, London, W.1. 




















RUTH WALLIS 


ZEPHYR ROOM 
CHAPMAN PARK HOTEL 
LOS ANGELES 


12 we. 








appearances. | 





Wally Overman 
ON WESTERN TOUR 


America's Finest Novelty 


Dir.: EDDIE SMITH, 


SAM KOKEKTS, 


New Vork 
Chicage 











have turned to vaudeville opera- 
tions are in better shape than com- 
petitors, it’s conceded that grosses 
in many instances haven't come up 
to expectations. One of the reasons 
advanced is the fact that straight 
vaudeville appeals mainly to older 
theatregoers which isn’t deemed 
solid enough a basis for permanent 
customers. The band policy has 
long fell off heavily at the b.o 
Feeling is returning that many 
theatres will eventually have to 
return to name talent. If that hap- 
pens, then the same problems that 


beset the vaude field last vear. 
shortage of headliners and high 
prices, will have returned That 


would probably end the vaude re- 
vival unless a new batch of attrac- 
tlons came up suddenly. 




















“TOPS” in DAZZLING 
THRILL-A-BATICS! 


Currently 


Latin Quarter 


NEW YORK 


Direction: 
MILES INGALLS 
Hotel Astor, New York 
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fair Reem. Chi and “The Pirate Ship” and such | Park Ave., N. Y- ‘ing to the Blue Room staff about Bop City, N. ¥. 
‘BLACKSTONE HOTEL) | poems as “When I Was a Boy”) jogn Barton, Billy Daniels with | the “ru diences. ‘ 


Chicago, Nov. 11. | 

Kay Thompson with George Mar- 
tin. Lee Scott, and Buzz Miller; 
Joe Marino, Dick LaSalle Orch 
(10): $2 minimum, $1 cover. 


While it’s been less than a year 
and a half since Kay Thompson 
made he. first appearance in thase 
parts, this is her third repeat in 
this ultra room. It’s noteworthy 
that the reception of the first- 
nighters here surpassed all others 
with the seatholders, jam-packed 
in this swank spot, whistling and 
shouting “bravo.” Such goings-on 


and “Trade Winds” are nove! fare | 
for a nitery. As performed by Vil- 
lard in his quietly dramatic man- 
ner to his own accordion accom- 
paniments, they make for a quietly 
refreshing interlude, and capture 
heavy applause. 

The Glidden orchestra impresses 
as a highly competent aggregation, 
as attested be its contributions to 
the show and customer dancing. 
Room fairly well filled for supper 
show. Rees. 


Shelburne Lounge. N. ¥. 
(SHELBURNE HOTEL) 


are strange among Chi’s carriage Josh White. Patricia Bright. Cy 
trade. However, this is as commer- Coleman Trio, Norman Wallace 
cial an act as ever played any Raymond Chase $2.50-$3 mini 
house ;eum.,. 


Miss Thompson has put together 
one of the season’s most different 
acts. With a perfect sense of tim 
ing and co-ordination, she weaves 
her stories with the sock ballet 
work of three youngsters who were 
formerly with the Jack Cole dance 
group. Synchronization of lyrics 
with the dance has certainly never 
reached such a peak on the nilery 
circuit. Whether it’s the Robert 
Alton dance direction or the Kay 
Thompson choral work, the cus- 


Continuing with its new policy 
of offering name entertainers in 
this room, the Shelburne hotel has 
followed its initial show ‘Thelma 
Carpenter. Mervyn Nelson. Stan 
Fisher, 3 Bars, Carmelita’ with an- 
other of the same calibre. Handi 
capped by a bad location, spot has 
to depend heavily on established 
talent to lure the cafe set. Lounge 
still offers an additional come-on 
via the cheesecake display provid- 


tomers don’t really care—it’s the @4 by transparently skirted wait- 

combination which starts them Tesses. — 

cheering Operating on a continuous en- 
The. entire format of Miss ‘'ttainment basis, show gives pa 


Thompson's routines changed with 
the dropping of the Williams Bros 
from the act. New youth do little 
singing, mostly short phrases and 
bits of chatter. Before, the Wil- 
hams Bros. did a iarge pincion oi 
vocals; in the new routine, singer 
displays a throaty, penetrating pair 
of pipes. All of the singing is 
sans microphone. However, use of 
a mike would be impossible, as 
much of Miss Thompson's chirping 
is accomplished in nigh near im- 
possible positions as she is flung 
to and fro by her partners. Al 
though the working space here is 
small, quartet uses every inch. giv 
ing the entire act greater intimacy. 

After a patter number explain- 
ing how glad she is to be back, 
chanteuse details the horrible ad- 
ventures of an Arabian miss adrift 
in the cosmopolitan world. Story 
starts and ends in Morocco and 
is replete with modified bumps and 
grinds 

Discussing the vogue of psychia- 
try, the blonde chantress shows the 
influence of the cinema. with a 
tuuch of Bette Davis and Katha- 
rine Hepburn, as a sadistic female 
who tramples over three men 

In “The Blues,” strikingly dif- 
ferent fare from what has gone 
before. Miss Thompson sells a 
plaintive wail in subtle torch style 
The hopelessness of the lovelorn 
singer is one of the most dramatic 


trons a break for conversation be 
tween acts. Topping the bill 
guitar-strumming balladeer Josh 
White should draw his following to 
this spot White offers six num- 
hers all of which gave evidence of 


his fine guitaring ana Singimmé 
Tunes were “Got a Head Like a 
Rock.” “The Foggy Foggy Dew.” 
“Evil Hearted Man.’ What's 
Everybody Made Of,” “One Meat 
Ball” and “Sam Hall.” All were 
solidly received with audience 


clamoring tor more 


Filling the comedy spot. Patricia 
Bright, an experienced lass. clicks 
with her funstering Takeoff on 
Katharine Hepburn singing “Don't 
Fence Me In” and bit on schizo- 
phrenic gal with Harvard and 
Brooklyn accent are first-rate ap- 
plause getters 

»Cy Coleman’s newly formed trio 
smoothly backs show in addition to 
taking solo spots. Outfit composed 
of Coleman at the piane, Tommy 
Lucas on the electric guitar and 
Jerry Wolf on the bass is also air- 


ing from the roon three times 
weekly over WNEW, N. Y. Combo 
does nicely on a “South Pacific? 


medley and “Lover.”” Coleman dis- 
plays keyboard savoir-faire with 
solos on “Just One of Those 
Things,” an interwoven rendition 
of Ravel's “Bolero” and Enrique 
Madriguera’s “Adios” and “I Get a 
Kick Out of You.” 


Concertinist Raymond Chase is 


bits of bistro entertainment ever reviewed under New Acts. Nor- 
seen in this room. As Miss Wil- man Wallace does a neat job on 
liams wanders off the floor, the the piano interludes. 


mood is sustained by the three | ednmatteatatiinnne 
dancers who writhe through a pat. | Marine Grill. WN. Y. 
tern of uespondency.” an effect | os 
heightened by excellent lighting. | (McALPIN HOTEL) 


Singer returns to echo her lament 
for a sock finish. 

As a Holy Roller, arm-flailing 
revivalist. Miss Thompson in “Re- 
joice” pleads for customers to see 
the light, get the glow and the 
spirit. This religious satire is done 
inoffensivoly. Then, from a sweet- 
natured maid, she goes into a tan- 
trum because of her cohorts be- 
deviling her while she’s telling the 
audience they're a likeable group 
Denouncing the group, she sings 


Max Kaminsky Divieland Band 
(6); $1 cover. 


Bringing a Dixieland band into 
| this room is a wide departure from 
the Marine Grill’s past policy but 
it’s a move to hypo a trade which 
has been near to moribund for 
the last year. It's an experiment 
worth testing, and if any Dixie- 
land proponent can make it work. 
| Max Kaminsky has a big edge 
over the most of the field 


“Get Away From Me. Bovs. You Kaminsky’s combo has a solid 
Bother Me.” which. after some four-to-the-bar beat. This band 
pleading, brings a happy ending ; comprised of Kaminsky on trum 

When the audience refuses to, pet; Sol Yaged on clarinet. Munn 
let her beg off after 40 solid min-| Ware on trombone and _ three 
utes on the floor, Miss Thompson|rhythm sidemen, plays with a 
does a_ self-authored pop. “Birds | freshness, despite the old-time 
Are Talking.” before the final exit.) Thythms, which belies the trans- 


Joe Marino takes over as pi- 


anist-conductor during the show 
and does a fine job backing the 
uartet. For dance sets. Dick La- 
alle resumes the baton to offer 
his top brand of society music. 
Band has been augmented for this 
show with three trumpets and two 
trombones. Zabe 


Flame Room. Mpls. 
(HOTEL RADISSON) 
Minneapolis. Nov. 9 

Sibyl Bowan, Pau! Villard. Jerry 
Glidden Orch (8); $2.50 minimum. 

There are good laughs and en- 
joyable singing in this show. Come- 
dienne Sibyl Bowan assaults the 
risibilities while Paul Villard pro- 
vides the vocal pleasantries. 

Miss Bowan, veteran performer. 
directs her comedic gifts in the 
direction of broad burlesque and 
her lampooning satires on Bea Lil- 
lie and Gracie Fields doing such 
amusing numbers as “I've Been to 
a Marvelous Party” and “Walter 
Led Me to the Altar” are in the 
groove. Her impressions of Carme 
Miranda and Mary 
click neatly. 

The sea chanties and recitations 
of Paul Villard possess a fascinat- 
ing quality. Such vocal numbers 
as “Foggy Dew,” “Ive Got a Girl” 


Martin also 


| formations in jazz music between 
ithe Dixieland and bebop era 
When the boys on the bandstand 
make with the music they them 
| selves are enjoying, then it’s gonna 
| be transmitted to the customers. 
| And in this case, it definitely is 
Giving out with so much verve. 

| this band, perhaps, isn’t too mind- 
| ful of its sound level. It’s slightly 
; too loud for this room. although 
framing the bare bandstand with 
drapes would help the absorption 
Aside from Kaminsky’s standout 
horn, the combo has two cracke: 
iack jaz7men in Yaged and Ware 
Both lads ride terrific solo riffs 
and work together with Kaminsky 
in a tight team, although. natu 
rally, this type of jazz isn't re 
, hearsed to the last note. The rep 
ertory includes old faves like 
“Dark Town Strutters Ball” and 
“Tiger Rag.” with the band ready 
to go on virtually any tune re 


quested by the payees. When 
one customer, however. asked 
for “Sleepy Lagoon.” Kaminsky 


brushed her off by saving she had 
the wrong place and another orch 
in mind. 

| Kaminsky is appearing evenings 
_from Wednesday to Saturday with 
a Saturday matinee session de 
signed for the student trade 

Herm. 


Benny Payne; $2 minimum weelk- 
days; $3 Saturdays, holidays. 


For more years than he probably 
cares to remember, Billy Daniels 
has been knocking around the 
cafes with hardly the recognition 
that he deserves. The  light- 
skinned, good-looking Negro singer 
remains one of the really fine en- 
tertainers around, especialiy in an 
intime spot such as this. He has 
voice, personality, salesmanship 
apparently everything. Why he 
has gone no further is something 
only deep analysis can uncovel! 

Daniels sings the standards like 
hardly anyone you've ever heard 
and the sex appeal that he un 
wittingly slants toward his audi 
ence (and how the women go for 
him!) is an object lesson for enter 
tainers getting several times Dan- 
iels salary 

Just One of Those 
Only Have Eyes for You.” “Deed 
| Do.” “Don't Cry, Joe.” “Too 
Marvelous for Words,” “Wouldn't 
Believe Me,” “Can Dream, Can't 
I’ and “Black Magic” comprised 
his repertoire at this catching 
and all sockeroo. His “Black 
Magic” is especially something to 
listen to—and watch 

Daniels right now can step into 
any cafe and wham 'em. He has 
an able side in Benny Payne at 
the piano, the latter also giving 
out with a song assist during Dan 
iels’ turn. Payne also handles 
Daniels’ tiptop arrangements 

Joan Barton, recently caught at 
the .nearhy Monte Carlo, opened 
here last week, being hampered by 
laryngitis Kahn 


Kitty Davis’. Miami Bch 
Miami Beach, Nov. 11 

Radio Aces (3), Herkie Styles, 

Murna Bell, Kenny Davis, Jolimny 

Silvers Orch: no minimwuin or cover 

at dinner, Supper show $1.50 min 


Trad 


Things.” 





Despite the change in decor for 
this room, eliminating the brassi- 
ness and supplanting a suave at- 
mosphere, it still remains essen- 
tially a top showcase for comedy 
Second installation of the winter 
show editions proves it, with the 
Radio Aces and Herkie Styles mak- 
ing for a double-click with health- 
ier patronage returns now that the 
budget has been upped. 

Returning to this area after a 
long absence, the Aces, with a new 
member, score handily with the 
special material that sets up their 
mimicry and voice talents to best 
advantage. Material is the same as 
that used in previous engagements, 
but the aud impact is as heavy 
Their standard “What Does _ the 
Public Want,” the takeoff on typi- 
cal emcees, the zany impreshes 
with the topper the “waiter in the 
high hat, gimmick on a Ted Lewis 
satirization. Back for encore. a 
called for version of the Yiddish 
slanted “Joe and Paul,” send them 
off to heavy plaudits. 

Newcomer Herkie Style im- 
presses as a fresh young laugh- 
maker with a bright future. The 
gangling, boyish type, his comedies 
are at times incisive and yock 
making. However, some of his 
stint seems aimless, though the 
laugh reaction is there. Possesses 
an instinctive sense of timing and 
gauging of aud-moods that aids his 
overall impact. Once he sets up 
specially tailored stuff for his ap- 
proach, he'll be hitting the top 
brackets. As is, he has them palm- 
ing in healthy fashion. Best of his 
stint is the group of screwball im- 
preshes of screen stars and char- 
acters. They’re handled in fast. 
funny pace. Biz with band and 
turn at piano also set off how!s. 

Myrna Bell sparks things with a 
fast-paced acro-tap opener. then 
wraps up with her twists and spins. 
Kenny Davis holds over with his 
songs. Johnny Silvers and his orch 
accomp in bright style. Barry Gray 
is permanent here with his two 
hour aireast which takes in every- 
thing from comments on local and 
national events and figures. give- 
aways, interviews with celebs and 
localites. There’s no gainsaving the 
fact that he helps bring in a good- 
ly portion of patronage. Lary. 





Biue Mirror. Wash. 
Washington. Nov. 11 
Billie Holiday, 3 Flames, Willis 
Conover, Dee Lloyd McKay: cover 
$1.50. 


. —_—_—___ 

Billie Holiday is making cash 
register music for the Blue Mirror 
during her four-a-night two-week 
stint here, but the nature of the 
setup is such that she is not adding 
to her reputation. The Holiday 
voice is a small, smooth, sexy voice 
and the singer goes across best 
when she has an audience that 
takes it slow and easy and gives 
her all its attention. 

However, this long, narrow rooin 
and its convival, gabby trade call 
for a brassy pair of pipes to reach 
out and “get” the house. Opening 
night had Holiday fans holding in- 
dignation meetings and complain- 


‘then beat a _ retreat 


Miss “Holiday, at show caught, on ene ~ A. ay selds 


gave out with four numbers and 
from the 
clamorous crowd. As always, she 
hit the best with “Lover Man,’ 
with which she never fails to make | 
an impression. She one. also, 
“Ain't Nobody’s Business What I 
Do.” “Where Are You” and “Try 
to Find the Man.” She has her reg- 
ular combo with her — piano, 
drums and bass—which occasional- 
lv drown her out due to the ac- 
coustical situation. . 

She is introduced by Willis Con- 
over, local disk jockey, who emcees 
show. 

Backstopping on the bill are the 
Three Flames—dusky guitar, piano 
and bull fiddle trio, who are a little 
short on melody but who play and 
sing loud and have an excellent 
sense of rhythm. They offer num- 


bers as the audience calls them 
out 

Winding up the bill is Dee Lloyd 
McKay, who has been pounding 


the Steinway and giving out with 

her songs for several months at 

the Blue Mirror. This husky gal is | 
the real surprise of the bill, al-| 
though she appears as a fill-in be- 

tween shows. She keeps everybody 

in rollicking mood. 

With some sharpening up of her 
material and a few more wrinkles 
in showmanship, this gal could be 
shaped into a flashy act. Lowe. 


Ritz Cafe. Meni-eal 
(RITZ-CARLTON HOTEL) 
Montreal, Nov. 9 
Rosalind Courtright with George 
Kent: $1 cover. 


Making her initial Montreal ap 
pearance Rosalind Courtright 
scores with the carriage trade at 
this swank boite with her okay 
song selection and intime style. A 
definite break from the chantoo- 
sey-type of chirper who has been 
dominating this ultra room, she 
stevs strictly with the English 
vocals, making one exception to 
the French patrons with a hoked- 
up version of Edith Piaf’s “Le Vie 
en Rose.” Although this starts out 
in French, the usual English twist 
comes in about halfway through. 
knocking out what might have 
been one of her better offerings. 

From a fast opener, which sets 
a good pace, she goes into “Twin- 
kle in Your Eye,” “Granada,” 
“Real Love of My Life” and a sock 
arrangement of Berlin's “How 
Deep Is the Ocean” for solid 
plaudits. 

With an apparently unlimited 
repertoire, Miss Courtright ca- 
reens away from current ballads, 
even resisting the “Pacific” and 
‘Kate” scores. A medley of old- 
fashioneds dressed up with some 
restrained table-hopping proves a 
hit for the late shows, but some- 
thing of a crop-clogger for the din- 
ner crowd. 

Backgrounding songstress is the 
pianoing of George Kent. Newt. 


° Cress-Reads 
(BLADENSBURG, MD.) 
Bladensburg, Md., Nov. 9. 
Sonny Howard, Joyce Aimee, 
Alice King, Line (5), orch (5); 
$2 minimum. 


Sonny Howard is not only the 
headliner but comes close to being 
the whole show at the Cross-Roads, 
st'ategically located on U. S. 1, 
just over the line from Washing- 
ton, D. C. 

The personable singer. with a 
list of imitations of warblers as 
long as your arm, works nicely 
and successfully through his rou- 
tine, to the delight of the custom. 
ers who like it. He gives a long 
show, making no effort to beg off 
until they've had their fill. 


_ After a little introduction show- 
ing how he likes to sing, Howard 


minimum; 98c. admission. $2.50 


Returni for another appear- 
ance at this jazz spot, Billy Eck- 
stine is standing ‘em up once 
again as one of Bop City’s strong- 
est attractions. Only Louis Arm- 
strong’s date a couple of months 
back exceeded Mr. B’s current 
drawing power. Eckstine is a pow- 
erful fave with the juve fans, with 
the jampacked bleacher crowds at 
98c. a head spilling over into the 
$2.50 minimum table arena. 

Eckstine is delivering virtually 
the same routine as previous!, 
Caressing each number with his 
velvety pipes, he sticks mainly 
to rom.ntic bailads, voccasionaii, 
changing pace with a rhythmic 
tune. Each time he introes a song 
the squeals from the neo-bobbysox 
ers rise in a crescendo of ecstas\ 
Eckstine, however, doesn’t play up 
to the adolescents and maintains 
an aloof air that apparently steams 
the kids up even more. But be 
yond all the “personality” stuff, 
Eckstine has undeniable pipes with 
a distinctive personality. 

For the jazzicologists, the Char 
lie Parker quintet is dishing up 
“new sounds” in the most esoteric 
behop vein. This combo has an in- 
tricate and practically rhythmless 
attack which demands close atten- 
tion for detection of the musical 
patterns. It didn’t mean much, 
however, for the Eckstine fans. 
Herbie Fields combo, a holdover, 
continues to sock across terrifically 





hot music which keeps the custom- 


ee vo ce 
cin suiipiiiz. tei 


(.ceorgian Room. Seatile 
(OLYMPIC HOTEL) 
Seattle, Nov. 10 
Shay, Charles Drale 
cover. 


Dorothy 
Orch; $2 





The staid Georgian Room in the 
Olympic hotel here has not seen 
the capacity crowds greeting Doro- 
thy Shay since Hildegarde was 
here last year. Room was sold out 
for the week by Tuesday and evers 
executive on the hotel staff has 
been plagued by phone calls from 
friends wanting reservations. 

Miss Shay sticks closely to such 
tried and true numbers as “An- 
other Notch on Father's Shotgun,” 
“Pure As the Driven Snow” and 
“I've Been to Hollywood,” which 
she sells in top fashion. Her pro- 
jection of the tunes is just about 
perfect, with each sly gesture and 
restrained wiggle used for maxi- 
mum effect. 


Her one deviation from the 
sophisticated hillbilly role was 
with her own ballad, “He's The 
One,” which scored equally well, 


and she went on to wrap the show 
up with “Mr. Sears and Roebuck.” 
“Mountain Gal,” and “Finishing 
School” for sock applause. Russ 
Black, accompanist for Miss Shay, 
and Charles Drake band do yeo- 
man service in backing the show. 
Reed. 





Columbia Room. N. ¥. 
(HOTEL ASTOR) 


Evelyn Downs Trio; no mini- 
mum, no cover, 
Evelyn Downs Trio recenily 


moved into this pop-priced Times 
Sq. dining room. Threesome con- 
sisis of a male member on the 
accordion, a femme on a guitar, 
while Miss Downs fingers the 
Hammond organ. An_ undistin- 
guished unit, the combo uses prac- 
tically the same beat on every 
number. 

Arrangements are prosaic and 
no vocals are used. Purely instru- 
mental group programs such stand- 
ards as “My Hero,” “Kiss in the 
Dark.” “Always” plus an occa- 
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starts through the routine in this sional Viennese waltz. A _ sedate 
order—Frankie Laine, Mel Torme., approack ic a logical one for the 
Rose Murphy, Tony Martin, Ink reserved tempo of this room, but 
Spots, Smiling Jack Smith, Billy a livelier pace is badly needed at 
Eckstine, Jan Peerce, Nellie Lut- times, if only-to provide contrast 
cher, Maurice Chevalier, Vaughn’ Trio suffers to some extent since 
Monroe, Bing Crosby, Frank Sin- jt can’t be observed by all diners 
atra and finally Al Jolson. Group is mounted in a recess in 
Weak spot of the presentation is the west wall of the room. Patrons 
the impresh of Maurice Chevalier directly in front of the podium 
singing “Just a Bum” and there ap- have no visual difficulty, but those 
pears no reason why the act would elsewhere for the most part cant 
not be better if Howard eliminated see the unit. Extending the pilat- 
this one. He does particularly well form out a few feet would help 
with his singing imitations of Jan considerably. Columbia's cuisine, 
Pcerce, Billy Eckstine and Rose per usual, is first rate. Gilb. 


Murphy, last good for chuckles. ——————- 
Marine Reom. Chi 


_ Alyce King, blonde tap dancer, 
is niftly costumed and creates a (EDGEWATER BEACH HOTEL) 
Chicago, Nov. 10. 


| aa ne = her bullfight 

and “St. uis Blues” numbers. : 
_ Debonairs (5), Colleens ‘4 

a Aimee is a local gal who Griff Williams Orch, Hild Starlets 
pounds a nice accordion but does (8): $1.20 . ’ 

much less well as a blues singer. , aM got 
Miss Aimee crowds the mike and 
~ on er. “I Don’t See 
Me in Your Eyes A - : et 
close to basting , 4 ~~ with minimum talent outlay, since 


with the volume. _maestro Griff Williams and his ma- 
Line is on the tall size and color-| “onets comprises high spot of the 
fully costumed. jrevue. Hild starlets, as usual, are 
Cross-Roads is operated now by | MiftilY gowned; emphasis being on 
Irvin Wolf, formerly a nitery op- ©oStuming rather than choreog 


This northshore spot provides 4 
short but lavishly-produced show 


City. 


erator in Philadelphia and Atiantic "@Phy. Layout romps along at fas! 
Lowe. ° (Continued on page 67) 
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Wednesday, November 16, 1949 


VARIETY 








(L) Loew; (M) 





Numerals in connectio 


Moss; (P) 


WEEK OF NOVEMBER 16 





whether full 


or split week 


rentheses indicates circuit (FM) Faachon M : 
Cotter tn pe Paramount; (R) > oe 
(WR) Walter Reade 


RKO; 


ARIETY BILLS 


nm with bills below indicate opening day of show 


(5S) Stall; (W) Warner; 


(b) Independent; 











YORK CITY) 
ney ite! a) W7 | 
Dick Contino Show | 
Johnny Mungall 
Don Bestor re 
music Mall (1) 17 
Patricia Bowman 
Robert De Vovye 
R Tetley-Kardos 
June Gardner 
tim Kirkwood 
Lee Goodman 
Tony Starman 
Roy Raymond 
rkettes 
at de Ballet 
Sym Ore 
Polece & 
rt Harbin 
powsaie Stewart 
~ aroos | 
wy D Workman | 
Rex Weber 
3 to fill 
Paramount (P) 16 
Jo Stafford 
| 


7 


Jackie Green 
Peiro Bros 
Paul Weston Ore | 
Roxy «) 18 
Tony Martin | 
Salici Puppets 
seorge Conley 
= Strand (w) 18 
Laffiz-A-Poppin of | 


9 

BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (!) 
David Powell 
Ada Lynne 
Ade Duval Co 
Stubby Kaye 
3 Sherwoods 


7 


Jane Edwaras 
Hollywood Variety 
Show 
Ernie Fields Orc 
N Miller Chorus 
Teddy Hale 
Peasy Thomas 
Taylor & 
Anderson 
LaTanya 
State (i) 17-19 
Berk & Hallow 
Chuck Brown 
2 Raseals 
Villanaves 
20-23 
Winton & Diane 
iere Lee 
oyd Heath 
Monroe & Grant 
BINGHAMTON 
Binghamton (!) 
Willie West & 
McGinty | 
arris 3 
/ Ward & Mitzi 
Carnavales 


7 


8 ER Or ee 


Duke 


| Ed Mack 


LONG BRANCH 
Peramount (WR) 
1% Only 


| Steve Harris 


Malinas 

Walter Walters 
LOS ANGELES 
Orpheum (i) 16 

Phil, Dotty Phelps 

The Pudgets 

Will, Gladys Ahern 

Robert Maxweii 

Cass, Owen, Topsy 

Noble & King 

Sybil Bowan 


MIAMI 
Olympia (P) 
Dynamic 2 
Virginia Austin 
Constance Moore 
Jack Marlin 
Georgie Trappe 
MINNEAPOLIS 


| Serge Flash 


1% 


| Radio City (©) 11-17 


Xavier Cugat Orc 


| Tato & Julo 


Norma 
George DeWitt 
PALM BEACH 
Paramount (P) 
20 Only 
Freddie Martin O 
PERTH AMBOY 
Majestic (WR) 
18-19 
Bobby. Dae & Babs 
Peter Carr & Eve 
Wallace Puppets 
Jack Soo 
Myles Bell 
Four Elgins 
Glenn & Jenkins 
Ae? S2Hes OFS... 
Carmen (i) 17 
Trampo Loonies 
Alan Clive 
Harper & Louise 


| DeVal Merle & Lee 


(w) 18 
Ellington Ore 
The Orioles 
“Mr Blues” Harris 
Dusty Fletcher 
Tower (P) 22 Only 
C Thornhill Bd 
Sarah Vaughan 
Red Buttons 
Acromaniacs 
PLAINFIELD 
Oxford “— 20-21 


Earle 


Lorraine 


| Steve Harris 


Wallace 
Peter Carr 
Terry Hall 
2 to fill 
ROCHESTER 
Palace (R) 1é 
Jesse James & 


Puppets 
Ev 
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Building 





BREAK YOUR JUMP! 


i, FOX THEATRE, St. Louis 


Week com. Thurs., Nov. 17; reh. 1 p.m. 
Twice nightly—Mats. Sat., Sun., Hols. 


DOC HOWE 


es Louring Gae Foster Roxyettes coun 
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BOSTCN 
Boston (R) 17 
nee 
ilton Douglas 
Marx 
& Lee 
& 


ee 
athro 
Medloc 
Marlowe 
3 to fill } 
CEDAR RAPIDS 
fowa (R) 21-23 
V & G Haydock 
Cariton Emmy & | 
Mad Wags 
Arnauts 
im Timblin Co 
Anthony Allyn & 


ge 
Watson & Austen 
at Henning 


— | 
AMDEWN 
Towers (1) 19-21 | 
Chambers & Biair 
Prof Fabian & 
Myrna 
L & L Bernard 
Fred Lightner 
Tom Dick & 
Harriet 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (P) 17 
Peter Lawford 
Marilyn Maxwell 
Jerry Lester 


COLUMBUS 
Palace (R) 21-23 
rt Mooney Ore 

Massey 
4 to fill 
DAVENPORT 
Orpheum (R) 17-20 
V & G Haydock 
Cariton Emmy & 
Mad Wags 
3 Arnauts 
Slim Timblin Co 
Anthony Allyn & 
Hodge 
Watson & Austin 
Pat Henning 
Herzogs 

HARTFORD 
— () 18-20 
na orne 

Gil Maison 

Dick & Dot Remy 

Martin & Florenz 
Raye & Naldi 


Cornell 
Chris Cross 


| Peggy Taylor 3 


Doris Patts & Mrs 
Waterfall 

Fred Sanborn 

Leni Lynn 


| Pallenberg’s Bears 
to 


uis 
Fox (FM) 17 
4 Stamps 
Bredice & Olsen 
Minda Lang 


_3 Edwards Bros 


Steve Evans 

3 Appletens 
Bela Lugosi Co 
Aunt Jemima 


SAN FRANCISCO 


| Golden Gate (R) 17 


Wyse Jr & P 
Womack 

Clifford & Marion 

Gus Van 

Syonyis 

Paul & Paulette 

Libonati 3 

Eddie Fisher 

Morro & Yacenelli 

SARATOGA 
Congress (WR) 
Only 

Fred Lane 

Hi Lo Jack & 
Da 


Brian Kent 
4 Yeomen 
Helen Darmora 
CHISWICK 
Empire (S) 
Vie Oliver 
June Manton 
Jeanette Hughes 
Ernie Brooks 
Elizabeth Gray 
Maureen O'Dell 
Lionel Smiih 
Rayner & Betty 
Kathleen West 
Boros & Browk 
Stevil Sis 
Fred Lovelle 
R6Y 
(§) 


14 


Grand 
Ice Revue 
Len Stewart 
Shiela Hamilton 
Maurice Barlow 
4 Eskimos 
Wondrous 
Renee Strange 
Badminton on Ice 
Marjorie Chase Co 

EDINBURGH 

Empire (Mm) 14 
Ice Cascades 
Phil Romayne 
Terry Trent 
Heinie Brock 
Ron Priestiv 
Rayden & Green 
Pat Gregory 
Jive 3 
Cyclo Bros 
FINSBURY 

Empire (Mm 
Shorty Howell 
Atlas & Tiny 


14 


PARK 
14 


mbes e - -aer 


Rostanda 
Bob Andrews 
Elroy 
John Vree 
Mushie 
Al Carthy 
Joan Rhodes 
GLASGOW 
Empire (Mm) 
3 Meteors 
Josef Locke 
Kathleen West 
Dave Morris 
Mills & Belita 
’ & J Crastonian 
Joe Lawman 
4 Kentons 
Think-Drink 
Hoffman 
GRIMSBY 
Palace (1) 14 
Felix Mendelssohn 
Hawaiian 
Serenaders 
Morris & 
Morecambe 
Ritchie & Wendy 
Don Wallevs 
Ford & Lenner 
Tokavers 
HACKNEY 
Empire (S) 14 
Borah Minevitch 
Rascals 
George Lacy 
Balmoral 4 
Ronnie Leslie 
Andoras 
La Celeste 
Chas Cole 
Alec lames & 
Irene 


Co 


4 


Empire (Mm) 14 
Jewell & Warriss 
Cveling Astons 
Victor Julian Pets 
Anna Mac 
B Du-Lay Co 
Downey & Dave 
3 O’Deyle Bros 

LEICESTER 

Palace ($) 14 
Campbell Co 
Canadian Mid 

Police Ch 


| Sioux Dakotas 


Mighty Mohawks 
loe Crosbie 
Wally Brennan 
MANCHESTER 
Hippodrome (5S) 
5 Smith Bros 
Morris & Cowley 
Wilson Keppel & 
Betty 


. 


| Warren Latona & 


Sparks 
2 Berty Borrest 
Annell & Brask 
foe Black 


Zio 3 


Malcia 
NORWICH 
Hippodrome (i) 
Lee Brooklyn 
Mike Howe 
Frank Formby 
till Manners 
joe Poynton 
Brooklyn Lovlies 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire (M) 14 


14 


C & P Cairolis 


Clifton 
Patricia Leigh 


Piddingtons 


Billy 


Harry 
Kemble Bros & 


Harry 


2 Chalis 


limor Bros 


Henry D Adams 


PORTSMOUTH 
Royal (M) 14 
Arthur Lucan 


Kitty McShane 
Willer 
Skating Dexters 
Keith & Cortez 
Merry Martins 


Neal 


SCUNTHORPE 
Savoy (i) 14 


Dump Harris & 


Stan 
Barr 
Johnny Downs 


Eddie Arnold 


joey Hopkinson 


James 


Monte Marwin 


Eddie Lee 
California 


Lovlies 
SHEFFIELD 
a ranire (8A) 14 
$ Adairs 
Arthur Worsley 
rilibs Bros 
Manley Bros 
Bailey 


Helen 
SHEPHERDS 
BUSH 
Empire (S) 14 
Lester Co 


Chris Sands 


Regon & Royal 
B & M Konyot 
Ann Vernon 


SUNDERLAND 
Empire (M) 14 
4 Wazzan Tpe 


Swain & Swing Sis 


A J Powell 


Gus Aubrey 


1 Clintheroe 
Allan & Shearer 
Mack & Dacing 
Demons 

john Boden 
Mandalay Singers 
Tom Katz 6 
Stan Stafford 


SWANSEA 
Empire (M) 
John Boles 
Bebe & Belle 
Maude Edwards 
Doreen & Victor 
Bill Kerr 


14 


Olgo 


Fran Dowie 

4 & V Farrell 
WOOD GREEN 
Empire (S) 14 


Deep River Boys 
Leon Cortez 
Mme Truzzi Pets 


Terry O'Neill 


Rey 


| Harry Worth 


Jack Crisp & Jill 
Overbury & 


Suzette 


Krandon & Karna 
YORK 


Empire (1) 14 


Gerry Leader 


Piet Van Brochts 
Falcons 

Frogmen 
Aqua-Revuette 


Tarzan Jr 


Doug 


Hazell 
4 Air Aces 

Charih Indre 

Conky 


Javen 
Lovlies 
Wainwright 


Aqua 








Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 


Bive Anget 


aA Wally Cox 


| Vera Newcombe 


| me Ans. 
|F Tucker & Gloria Andy Williams 


| Quinlans 
Howells 

| Harris & Radcliffe 

|3 Bricks 

SPRINGFIELD 

| Court Sq (I) 18-20 

| Claire & Hudson 

| Marietta Vore 
Jimmy Leeds 
B & B Duffy 
Virginia Lee Co 

| Grace Drysdale 

| Eddie White 


Alphonse Berge Co 


TORRINGTON 
State (1) 20 Only 
Jackson & Miss 
Sugar 
Buddy Walker 


Louis & Oliver Sis 


WASHINGTON 
—— (>) 7 
Maxellos 
Gracie Barrie 
Helene & Howard 
Fred Roner 


BRITAIN 


ASTON 
Hippodrome (1) 14 
Reginald Dixon 
Wrato Co 
Hal Miller 
Skating Colorados 
leombes 


alencias 
Phillipe ‘aN 
arta 
BIRMINGHAM 
rome (hy) 14 
3 
Adrienne & Leslie 


Twins 


H Chittison 3 
Bop City 
Herbie Field 
Wynonie Harris 
5 Flames 
Alice Hall 3 
Billy Tavlor 4 
Cate Society 
Nellie Lutcher 
Ann Cornell 
Cliff Jackson 
Billy Taylor 4 
China Doll 
Noro Morales 
Ralph Font Ore 
Katharine Chang 
Toy & Wing 
Myra Kim 
Canton Bros 
Copacabana 
jimmy Durante 
Alan Dale 
Copsey & Ayres 
Terri Stevens 
James Barrie 
Patricia Adawr 
M Durso Ore 
Alvares Ore 


Diamond Horseshoe 
Billy Bishop 
Musical Derricks Jack Gansert 
Walter Niblo W. C. Handy 
Arizonas Billy Banks 
BOSCOMBE Choral Quartet 
Hippodrome (1) 14 Juenger Ballet line 
Roy & Ray Gleb Yellin Ore 
elson Lioyd El Chico 
Marga Rita Rosita Rics 
| Davis & Lee Ballesteros & 
| Les Mallabaries Torres 
BRIGHTON Yayito 3 
| rome (M) 14 D’Alonso Ore 
D J O’Gorman 54 Room 
| Norman & Ladd | Harold Bayne 
| 3. Monarchs | Rita Moss 
| Madeline & Havana-Madria 
| Bery! Seton Miguelito Valdes 
Slim Allan De Castro Sis 


Duanos 
Havana-Madrids 
Pancho Ore 
Hotel Ambassador 
Jules Lande Ore 
Hotel Biltmore 
Harold Nagei Ore 
Hotel Edison 
Henry Jerome Orc 
Hotel McAipin 
Max Kaminsky Orc 
Hotel New Yorker 
“Salute to Cole 
Porter” 
Honey Dreamers 
Ruth Ann Koesun 
John Kriza 
Don McGrane Ore 
Hotel Pierre 
\ivrus 
D'Angelo & Ann 
Stanley Melba Orc 
Ralph Lane Ore 
Ralph Teferteller 
Hotei Plaza 
De Marcos 
Maria Neglia 
Bob Grant Ore 
Mark Monte Orc 
Payson Ke Ore 
Nicolas Mattbey 
Hotel Roosevel' 
Guy Lombardo 
Hotel St. Moritz 
Maureen Cannon 
Ramoni Orc 
Hotel St Regis 
Martha Wright 
Laszlo & Pepito 
Milt Shaw Ore 
Hotel Shelbourne 
Josh White 
Patricia Bright 
Cy Coleman 
Hotei Statier 
Vaughn Monroe O 
Hotel Teft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Hotel Werwick 
Irving Fields 


Fred Fassier 
iceland 


| Paul Killiam 


'who was next 


‘previously heard me talk. 


Korn Kobblers | Al Cocger Ore 


Saphronie a 

Orama E | Sadie Banks 

Ned Harvey Ore | Johnny Howard 
Latin Quarter | Denisovs 


Frank Libuse | 
Alex D’Arcy 
Mazzone-Ab-oit Ders | 
Banks Double Sextet | 
Gloria LeRoy 
} 


Gaye Dixon 
Sandra Kiral 
Busier Burnell 
Joe LaPorte Ore 


| D’Aquila Ore 
Linda Lombard Park Ave 
Ernestine Mercer | Billy Daniels 
Lang Troupe | Dick Rogers 
Kirby Stone 5 | Lynne Wakefield 
Art Waner O } Penthouse 


Le Coq Rouge 


| Joh , Th n 
Fritzie Scheff onnny ompso 


| Archer & Gile 


Oscar Calvet Ore | Kurt Mater 
Jack Towne Ore | - Ruban Bley 
,, Leon & Eddie's | Kirkwood & 
Juanita Mabry | Goodman 
Farrells | Bibi OsterwWald 
Richard Hayes Michael Brown 
Marion Powers % Riffs 
Bella Smaro | Jo Hurt 
Art Waner Ore Julius Monk 
Mecombe Norman Paris 3 
Dorothy Ross Savannah 
Gene Baylos Manhattan Pau) 
Laurette Foster Shotsie De vis 
Monte Carle Andre & Dortheo 
| Rey & Gomez Tini Benson 
Dick Stabile Ore Lucille Dixon Ore 
La Playa 6 Versailies 
Nightcap Edith Piaf 
Claudia Jordan Emile Petti Ore 
Scotty Graham Panchito Ore 
Cyril Smith Village Garn 
Marcella Briggs Nancy Niland 
No 1 Fifth Ave Mary Ellen 4 
| Simone Dolphen De Leon & Ryder 
| Downey & Fonville Geo Moore 
Hazel Webster Bobby Peters Ore 
| Olid Knick Alan Holmes Orc 


Village Vanguare 
Hot Lips Paige 
Erma Ethredge 
Waldorf-Astoria 
Peter Lind Hayes 
Vary Healy 
Eddy Duchin Ore 
Mischa Borr Ore 


CHICAGO 


Blackhawks 3% Meadowlarks 
Perry Mitchell 4 Grenadiers 
Chordmen Quinvones 
Dick France Wayne King Ore 


Gene Barry 


Evelyn Ward 
Donald Saddler 
Jack Cassidy 
Lenore Lonergan 
Herbert Kingsley 
Jack Galvin 


Ann Radoc Hotel Stevens 
Buddy Moreno Ore “Spice on_ Ice” 3 
wizckstone ridtet Jéan Arier : 


Maxwelis ¢2) 
|; Rob Murray 


Kay Thompson 
George Martin 





























Buzz Miller | Buddy Lewis 
Lee Scott Vivian Adams 
Dick LaSalle Ore Skating Bivdears 
Cher Paree | Jack Raffloer 
Martin & Lewis | Jerry Mapes 
4 Step Bros Frank Masters Ore 
Alan Sis Paimer Mouse 
Chez Paree Hiidegarde 
Adorables & Salvatore Gioe 
Pierres (12) Sherman Hetel 
Cee Davidson Ore “College Inn 
Monchito Story” 
Rhumba Ore Phyllis Gehrig 
Ciro’s Don Weismuller 
Paul Gilbert Christine Nelson 
Lorette Foster Carmen Albino 
Aaron Morio 3 Norman Fields 
Helsings Frank Wagner 
Paul Gilbert Ward Garner 
Jimmie Jamerson Kenneth Remo 
Evelyn Terry Eileen Green 
Lorraine Fortune Cliff Norton 
Don Bradfield Carolyn Gilbert 
Billy Chandler Ore Les Weinrott 
Hotel Bismarck Vera Gahan 
Jack Owens Bill Snyder Ore 
Joe Isbell Vine Gardens 
Bill Bennett Ore Dolly Kay 
H Edgewater Geach Jerry Coe 
Harry Hall Dick Glinn 
Nancy Evans George Moore 
Don Large Chorus Pancho Ore 
Garry Davis 
Continued from page | eee 
Paris, third class, had 


rather limp for arguing. 
The French Bronx 
Everything went as scheduled 
until the next day the meeting at 
four with the kids. I had come to 
listen and al! I had'done was talk 
up till then. What a relief when 
the kids started to sing! But after 
a couple of choruses of whatever 
they were singing—in French—l 
found most of them looking at me 
and, through their words, giggling 
away. I asked Dr. Trocme’s sen, 
to me and spoke 
English, what was the matter. He 
replied that it was a song in which 
they start off very sweetly, prais- 
ing, but gradually the verses got 
more and mere insulting, the idea 
being that the one to whom it was 
sung had to get up and introduce 
himself before the verses hit bot- 
tom, 


Never having been bashful at in- 
troducing myself. I immediately 
got up and said in a voice which 
could be heard by all, “Je suis 
Garry Davis.’ Immediately the 
singing stopped. 

But there I was. Everyone was 
staring. I turned again to Trocme’s 
son. “Now what?” He informed 
me that it was my turn to perform. 
I looked at those kids. I was tired 
of talking about Truman and 
Stalin and the United Nations, and 
what happens when bombs drop, 
and what I did, when and why. 
Besides, I was tired And when 
I'm tired my French gets tired, too. 
And, thirdly, a 10-year-old kid, 
even if he knew about Truman 
and Stalin, probably wouldn't care 


anyway. He's got more important 
things on his mind. It was quite 
a spot 


Saved by An Old Act 


I said to the group, “I'd rather 


sing than talk.’ ‘All this’ in 
French of course). 


doubt started by those who had 


there I was practically back at the 
Broadhurst. 
struck me, but the only song I 


could remember was Danny Kaye’s 
“Let’s Face It” curtain, the “Melo- 


Applause—no 
Well, 


I don’t know what 


j 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 


| 


left me 


j 
' 


| 


| 
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EK’S FOOTBALL 


. By MARTY GLICKMAN 





(WMGM, CBS-TV, Paramount News Sportscaster) 


COLLEGE 
EAST 
* Games Selection +Points 
Columbia-Brown ................ .....,. Brown 5 20 
Wait till next year, when Little’s sophomores come back. 
CCNY-NYU ——~ pa Facial New York U soba ae 
Violets give a farewell gift to Hooks Mylin. 
Syracuse-Colgate on es , ' Syracuse are | 
Traditional game; Syracuse stronger on attack. 
Princeton-Dartmouth Princeton er 6 
Upset! Tiger stronger in the line 
Rutgers-Fordham Fordham 9060008060 ae 
Ed Danowski has more speed and power 
Georgetown-George Washington Georgetown ee 
Margarita has done outstanding coaching job. 
Yale-Harvard Yale 14 
Herman Hickman puts finishing touches on Harvard's worst season. 
Holy Cross-Temple Temple 19 
Crusaders having a tough season 
Pittsburgh-Penn State Pee Gees... .. . c0scce 7 
Great ball game! State to salvage a mediocre season. 
Villaneva-No. Carolina State Villanova ~weees, OO 
Villanova in line for a bowl bid 
SOUTH 
Arkansas-William & Mary William & Mary......... 7 
Tossup! Razorbacks disappointing. 
SMU-Baylor ae —— 
Doak Waiker in top shape again 
Duke-North Carolina a 7 
Justice still hobbled; Tarheels battered by ND 
Georgia-Duquesne Georgia 35 
Duquesne playing major league schedule with minor league team. 
Georgia Tech-Se. Carolina Georgia Tech . 13 
Engineers to win on razzle-dazzle 
HKentucks-fennesscee ~~ ees se ine ii. ae 
Conference crown at stake for Kentucky 
TCU-Rice Rice 14 
Owls need one more after this for southwest crown 
Virginia-Tulane Virginia a 
Game of the Day! Cavaliers are big league. 
MIDWEST 
Illinois-Northwestern Dn <..:.wtedehedeen . @ 
Illini developing powerhouse for ‘50 
Indiana-Purdue Indiana witesdtesees @ 
Upset! Hoosiers built for this one 
Notre Dame-lowa Notre Dame ...... — 27 
Number 36 for the Irish. 

Kansas- Missouri Missouri ana, 
Traditional game! Faurot’s split-T more versatile 
Michigan-Ohio State Michigan 7 
Wolverine wins a squeaker on Ortmann’s pitching 
Minnesota-Wisconsin _ jeer 6 
Upset! Badgers on fire. 

Nebraska-Colorado eee 14 
Colorado below standard 
Oklahoma-Santa Clara Oklahoma 20 
Santa Clara under-rated, but Sooners too good. 

FAR WEST 
California-Stanford EE +. xe euece een 14 
This one means the Rose Bow! for the winner. 
Oregon-Oregon State Oregon State _._........ 13 
State proved its class against Michigan State. 

Seuthern Cal-UCLA Southern Cal TTT? 
Trojans an in-and-out power. 
Washington-Washington State Washington 7 
Howie Odell’s lads building for next year. 
PROFESSIONAL 
NATIONAL LEAGUE 
N.Y. Giants-Detroit Lions Giants 10 
Giants building a new dynasty. 

Philadelphia-N.Y. Bulldogs Eagles ‘eileen ae 
Eagles coasting till the Giant two-game series. 
Washington-Chicago Bears Bears seeeee. Se 
Bears have outside chance for western title. 

Chicago Cardinals-Los Angeles Cardinals ee 
Cardinals healthy and red-hot again. 

Green Bay-Pittsburgh ieee Pittsburgh socenee OF 
Steelers one of soundest teams in the league. 
ALL-AMERICA CONFERENCE 
N.Y. Yankees-Cleveland Browns psaeeetnane - 
Browns more versatile than Yankees 
Baltimore-Los Angeles Baltimore cehetéaenes BE 
Dons poorest road club in the loop. 

Buffalo-Chicago Hornets Ge ETE FO: 10 


Bills now showing last season's form. 
SEASON’S RECORD 


Won, 249; Lost, 89; 


* Home teams listed first. 


* Points are selector’s prediction, 
College games are held Saturday 


on Sunday unless otherwise stated. 


dy in 4-F." This was hardly ap- 
propriate. Here for the past year 
and a half the word which came 
from my mouth most often was 
“Peace,” and before these kids, I 
could only remember a song about 
a G. |. who gets drafted, trained, 
enters maneuvers, gets wounded, 
has medals pinned on him, and 
winds up a war hero! 

But there was no out. My mind 
had hit a blind spot and I was “on- 


stage.”’ I did the number. The kids 


really laughed. That meant my 
pantomime was still up to seratch. 
I got “off” ali right, and the press- 
ure was off. I even remembered 
“Old Mill Stream” and “Working 
on the Raiiroad” after that. 


That's all of the little story ex- 
cept for an epitaph, which came a 
week later back in Paris. In a 
meeting at the Quakers, a yorng 
fellow came up to me and intro- 
duced himself as one of the adults 


Ties, 16; Pet.. .737. 


not the gambling odds. 
unless otherwise stated; pro games 





in the group at the library. I tried 
to edge away, but something in his 
eyes told me I wasn't in for a 
“first night” cap. We talked about 
the beauty of the school for a 
couple of moments. Then. during 
one of those pauses, he said. “You 
know, that number you did had a 
terrific reaction among the kids. 
They get so many talks on peace 
and brotherheod, that that was 
probably the only way to sell your 
cause. Now they claim they're all 
world citizens'”’ 


Pick your own moral, but don't 


forget to tell Danny (Kaye) and 
Sylvia ‘Fine; Mrs. Kaye). 
Garry Davis. 


(“World Citizen" Garry Davis, 
World War II flyer ana an ex- 
musical comedy dancer, is the son 
of maestro Meyer Davis. He un- 
derstudied Danny Kaye in the 


|, above-mentioned legit musical.— 


Ed.) 
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66 HOUSE REVIEWS VARIETY Wednesday, November 16, 194 
Roxy, N. ¥. musical comedy to the program | Musie Hall. N. ¥. stint grabbing nice mitt action. | Strand, N. Y. 

Tony Martin, George Conley, with yodeling “I's a Most Unusual | posricia Bright, The Danwoods | KS father's. ‘stunts, nevertheless | , Olsen & Johnson present “Lape 
Salici Puppets, Roxyettes (16), Day” and i —— = fine | (3), June Gardner, Roy Raymond, - a = hy his s, a rial to 4Poppin’ of 1949,” with Marty May 
Poul Ash house orch; “Oh,- You fashion _ into me Enchanted Tony Starman, Patricia Bowman, liek eel oe Kid net .” = v7 J. C. Olsen, June Johnson 
Beautiful Doli” (20th), reviewed Evening. After a little chit-chat, | popor De Voye, Rockettes, Glee | CHUCK nicely. gets plenty © , 


an Variety, Sept. 21, °49. 

Tony Martin heads a routine but 
pleasing lineup at the Roxy this 
session. The vet songster is strong 
on showmanship and apparently 
continues to have a considerable 
grip on the bobbysox trade, which 
gets him over handily. He does a 
number of current pops and then 
clicks with some _ imitations of 
Chevalier, Harry Richman and Ted 





Lewi They're actually consider 
ably more Martin than mimicry 
but they give him a peg to project 
his easy slage presence afiu &ai< 
pleasantly diverting. 

Martins continued § kidding-on 
the-square plugs for his record 
ings iowevel are not so tunny 
They're definitely in bad taste and 
he'd be wise either to forget them 
or get a writer who could make 


them humorous enough to provide 
an excuse for them 

Comic George Conley falls into 
the standard m.c. pattern—at least 
in his material He's a consider 
able variation in appearance, how- 


ever, giving the impression of a 
lad who first killed ‘em on a cam- 
pus. He uses a never-smile tech 
nique to sell a line of fast gags 
which, he breaks up with some 
rather good imitations of screen 
stars The mimicry is done in 
rapid-fire fashion, not drawn out 
and Conley makes no effort to 


if they're not 


identify his carbons 
‘ Rix "wet he..pdience 


7 


That's ‘all to his credit. A mode 


ate quantit oi the material is 
original, with almost an equal 
amount being jokes that other 


similar comics have worn thin over 
the years. All in all, he’s a fairly 
funny fellow who's at least tickling 
Rexy audiences if not flattening 
‘em in the aisles. 

Salici Puppets are back with 
their sock standard, the same rou- 
tine that has never failed to click 
here and at the Music Hall, as well 
as in any number of other houses 
throughout the country. Among 
the puppets there are the hand-to- 
hand balancing team, the profes- 
sor at the piano, the cigaret 
smoker and the dancing couples 
The technique is tops, and there's 
the usual showmanly finale of the 
curtains being drawn away to show 
the puppeteers at work pulling the 
strings on their figurines. 

The eight boys and eight gals 
making up the production line are 
given better-than-average routines 
this stanza. They open in a Gay 
90s number, follow later with an 
excellent tap sequence to “Alex- 
ander’s Ragtime Band” and finale 
the show with a ballroom turn to 
Tony Martin's warbling of “Danc- 
ing in the Dark’’—which just hap- 

ens to be the title tune of the 
Poth-Fox musical scheduled to fol- 
low the current pic into the house, 
a fact of which Martin makes due 
note. Costuming for all three of 
the production numbers is espe- 
cially noteworthy. 

Paul Ash's house band is on tap 
as usual for on-the-beat backing of 
the turns. Herb. 


Palace, Chi 

Chicago, Nov. 10. 
Vince & Gloria Haydock, Carlton 
Emmy, 3 Arnauts, Charles “Slim” 
Timblin, Anthony, Allyn & Hodge, 
Betty Jane Watson & Jerry Austen, 
Pat Henning, The Herzogs 


(RKO! 


While the fourth of this 


ceding units, it seems that 
theatre 
For 


fil! this 
once a 
generation 


large 
month. 


mild, but = all-in-all, 


ceived 


Vince and Gloria Haydock start 


off things with a series of fast taps 


heavy hand for their sitdown clogs 


Carlton Emmy and his well trained 


pooches score in this family spot. 


(3). 
Muron Roman Orch: “The Threat” 


series 
falis right into the pattern of pre- 
there 
are still enough vaude diehards to 
profitably 
the younger 
the absence of hoopla 
and the straight run through seems 
it's well re- 


then do a fadeback to the ‘20s with 
a ballroom stint, and wind up with 


pair reprise tunes from “Oklaho- 
ma!,” in which they both previous- 
ly appeared, for hefty applause. 
Pat Henning does his standard act 
of berating the house manager, 
with asides to the payees. His 
impressions of film celebs plus 
ot’vec material gets him off handi- 


ly Closer, The Herzogs, offer 
fine trapeze work with toeholds 
and high swinging getting gasps 
from the audience. Plant seems 
slightly obvious, but does well 
Vivron Roman does an excellent 
iob of backing the show Zabe. 


20th Century. Buff 


Buffalo, Nov. 11. 
Lee Marx, Bud & Cece Robin 
on, Rex Ramer, Ciro Rimac, San 
ger Ross & Andree, Steve Evans, 
Howell & Bowser, Edwards Bros. 
3 Meyer Balsom’s louse Orch 
14:; “Hellfire” 


(Rep). 

This is the third (but net con- 
secutive) week of vaudeville at 
the Century during the current 
live talent rash which has now as- 
sumed mildly epidemic  propor- 
tions in show business. These eight 
acts pack a surprising amount of 
novelty and talent, and aithough 
the show as a whole lacks the kind 
of sure-fire showmanship which 
used to characterize the old two-a- 
day, there isn’t anything about the 
proceedings as a whole that a cou- 
ple of headliners wouldn't cure 


AE hae oe. ww ms © ernment 
SD (0 1D, Crane ve ‘ 


are ordinarily considered  suffi- 
cient to stud the average night 
club floorshow and eight of these 
acts in a row make for a pretty 


satisfactory 90 minutes of enter- 


tainment. 

Lee Marx opens with some dex- 
terous juggling, utilizing tennis 
balls, Indian clubs and a balanc- 
ing stint on a large wooden ball 
for closing. It is a somewhat su- 
perior-to-ordinary turn of its kind, 
although routined in standard 
style right down to the femme 
prop-handler in tights. Rex Ra- 
mer's vocal imitations of musical 
instruments are standout, and his 
Spike Jones takeoffs are among 
the high spots of the show. San- 
ger, Ross and Andree with their 
burlesque ballroomology win high 
favor. The laugh returns conceal 
the fact that the act is frequently 
on the salty side and distinctly 
overboard in suggestiveness. The 
veteran Ciro Rimac and his Latin- 
American song and dance quartet 
are fast and stirring workers, al- 
though the act still lacks the class 
which should have pushed it into 
the upper brackets years ago. How- 
ell and Bowser are a smooth work- 
ing sepian duo with a well-timed 
and effective delivery of songs 
and stories. The Robinsons—Bud 
and Cece—score in the deuce spot 
with comic and flashy tapping. 
Three Edwards Bros. close the 
show on the piano and with some 
tumbling and pyramid work 
thrown in for good measure. Steve 
Evans carries the emcee chore, but 
his bar-fly contribution was messy. 

Perhaps the most encouraging 
thing about the runoff is the fact 
that it was warmly received Armis- 
tice afternoon by a capacity crowd 
that was delighted by the proceed- 
ings. The show is doing four per- 
formances daily at a 70c top. 

Burton. 


Paiace. Columbus 
Columbus, Nov. 10. 


Jesse, James & Cornell; Chris 
Cross; Peggy Taylor Trio; Doris 
Patts and Mrs. Waterfcll; Fred 


Sanborn; Leni Lynn: Senator Mur. 
phy; Pallenberg Bears; Nick Fran- 
cis House Orch (11); “Wolf Hunt- 
ers” (Monogram). 


——_-——s 


Third Palace vaude unit to play 
here has its low spots, but that 
doesn't seem to faze the patrons 
who keep crowding the wickets. 
Management reports solid biz on 
par with second unit. 

Jesse, James and Cornell. col- 


ween 


Club, Corps de Ballet; “That For- 
syte Woman” (M-G). reviewed 
in Vartety, Oct. 26, °49. 


Music Hall's current stageshow 
is a tp urri of widely-varied en- 
tertainment, to suit ali tastes. Ga- 
mut_runs from ballet to tap; from 
longhair te jazz; from Vienna to 
Times Square—all in smooth, rapid 
transformation and of superior 
quality. It makes a pleasant hour's 
viewing 

Production numbers are an evye- 
full. Opener, titled “Concerto,” 
and set to the music of Rach- 
maninoff's Second Piano Concerto, 
has Patricia Bowman doing some 
excellent solo dancing, and Robert 
De Voye assisting, while the corps 
de ballet offers colorful  back- 
grounding Midway comes “A 
Viennese Scene.” with the Glee 
Club in resplendent Balkan mili- 
tary dress, and June Gardner lend- 
ing her fine coloratura soprano to 
a spirited rendition of Strauss’ 
“Voices of Spring” waltz. 

Final number, “Top Hat and 
Tails” is a sock windup, with the 
Rockettes doing their stuff against 
a Times Square background of 
vivid illumination in spectaculars. 
Rockettes, rigged up in top hats 
and tails. contrasted with sheer- | 
stockinged legs, are something to 
see, looking for all the world like | 
glorified. gorgeous penguins 

Individual acts interspersed be- | 
production numbers 
touch to the imitations field with 
her work, first in an impresh of 
Katharine Hepbirrn, then in a bur 
'esque of a torch song as a Brook- 
lvn bourgeoise deb might do it. 
In addition to a good comedfc 
sense, Miss Bright also has a voice. 

The Danwoods, two men and a 
gir), offer some original acro work, 
with slim girl supporting one of 
the men in several balancing 
stunts, and trio in general keeping 


audience absorbed. Tony  Star- 
man’s tapping in the finale: Roy 
Raymond's vocal support in the 


and Robert de 
the 


Viennese number, 
Voye’s brief dancing bit in 
opening, also rate mention. 

Bron, 


Oriental. Chi 
Chicago, Nov. 10 

“High Button Shoes,” with 
Frankie Hyers, Betty Boney, Evans 
Davis, Gene Bal, Joe Calvan, Chris 
Robinson, Sandra Lee, Joe Layton. 
Musical director. Joe Milakoff; 
“Big Wheel” (UA). 

While this is obviously not a 
$6.60 production, for 50c. and 98c. 
it’s top presentation house fare. 
In fact, there is too much of the 
legit theatre in this tab, and for 
better reception much could still 
be cut and more vaude acts inter- 
polated. For example, in the foot- 
ball scene some acro work would 
have helped, and in several other 
spots where ballet was used, which 
is more or less foreign to this spot, 
a more commercial terping would 
eliminate the titters. However, in 
the Keystone Cop chase, the dance 
stints socked offer. 

Instead of the offstage voice to 
set the scene, quartet garbed in 
the fashion of the 1910s would 
have eliminated some rough edges. 
Unbilled group do_ fine job 


throughout the revue. Frankie Hy- | 


ers, as the pitchman returning to 
his hometown to sell phony real 
estate, while no Phil Silvers, does 
a crisp job as the con artist. As 
the respectable businessman and 
his wife. Betty Bonev and Evans 
Davis seem at ease in “Papa, 
Won't You Dance With Me” num- 
ber. Gene Bal and Chris Robinson 
as the juvenile love interest dis- 
play warm, clear voices. Joe Cal- 
van as the swindler’s stooge is ade- 
quate, but small ballerina, Sandra 
Lee, and her partner, tall, lanky 
Joe Layton, get nice returns for 
their terping. 

Flats are original for the tab 
and appear fresh and appropriate. 


ored tap and adagio trio, get things Mixed chorus of 12 has some good 


In third place. Three Arnauts © to a strenuous start. Chris ponies, but some of the work is un- 
get vocks with musical tomfoolers Cross wins audience with an ex- even. Musical direction by Joe 
and acro work while plaving the pert ventriloquist act comprising Milakoff. fronting a 
violins. What impresses audience three dummies, a life-sized Texas is fine. Patronage at first two shows 
most is the bird whistling court- gal getting the best response. Peg- was heavy. Zabe. 
ship number, with femme in 8 Taylor adagio trio provide a ~~epy 
ey appealing _ plumage. Charles ere. applause-getting routine RKO, Boston 
‘Slim” Timblin revives an act ‘C@turing Miss Taylor being thrown Bost Nov. 12 
which hasn't been seen in these about by partners (3), David ' 


The Sherwoods (3), David Pow. 


ay for many a moon, the black Doris Patts and Mrs. Waterfall ell, Penny, the Horse, Al Herman 
ace country preacher. Perhaps not fell somewhat flat with the after- pigrence Ahn. John '& Rene Ar. 
in the best of taste at all times, neon audience of show caught. nayt Eddie White 5 Revates $: 
seatholders are tickled with mock “hiskery act failed to come off for ‘Tie Reckless Moment” (Col) - 
pedties. with Timblin giving 4 of novelty. Fred Sanborn, si- pacimanny 
riendly non-assistance. ent comic, experiencing a letdown i i . 
Teeing off second half of the house from the preceding act, 6 ae rs. S 2 —- 
bill, Anthony, Allyn, and Hodge, worked hard to revive the audi- okay and has the Methestion’ ot 


after short bit of straight terping 


Start breaking up the house with 


their hoke adagio dahcing. Atirac 
tive gal, who seems double jointed 


footwork departments 


Betty Jane Watson and hubby 


Jerry Austen bring the favor of 


_ ence and succeeded with a six- 


_ her semi-classic vocals. 
registers both in the mugging and 


being the shortest bill to play here 
since vaude revival, entire eight 
acts consuming about 55 minutes 

The Sherwoods. two boys and 

Senator Murphy lampoons po- femme, open with a solid sesh of 
liticos to good effect, and Pailen- halancing and acro stunts. Gal per- 
berg’s bears closed show with a forms some back breaking stunts 
fast and expert act. Dean, as middieman in three-highs, with 


mallet rendition on the xylophone 
Leni Lynn won polite attention for 


Y + 
en uc are Hal Winters, Slate 
okay. Patnicia Brignt orings @ irtsiT “drat i 57 : 


house band. corded heavy 


rhythm out of a couple of pairs of 
shears winding up strong drum- 
ming on anything handy while in- 
terpolating a few terp steps. Neat 
all the way. The zany antics of 
tne ridiculous looking Penny, the 
horse, attempting to follow instruc- 
tions of Nonnie Morton, gets nice 
yocks. 


Al Herman set a new low for 
comics with his ancient material 
getting very little response from 
payees. Florence Ahn, a_ slick 
Oriental thrush, is sock with neat 
vocalizing of “Night and Day.” 
“Granada” and “My Hero.” Gal 
won biggest hand at shcw caught 
and deserved it. The w.k. fiddling 


and bird talk stint of John and 
Rene Arnaut proved a neat ap- 
plause getter Eddie White, a 


comic with a high-pitched voice, in 


next-to-closing, was not quite 
strong enough for this spot. al- 
though some of his “Lou Holtz” 
stvle gags drew fair returns. 
Wound up singing oldtime minstrel 
fave, the “Baloney Song” for 
mixed returns. 


The English imports, the Hars- 
tons, three boys and two femmes, 
wind up with some better than 
average teeter-board acrobatics for 
solid applause. Elie. 


Palomar, Seatile 
Seattle, Nov. 9. 
Wally Overman, Olivette Miller, 
Bros. and San 


gh reed7e ae tr 
“Fighting Kentuckian” 


ac 
} 


wip 
(Rep). 





Sparked by the zany Slate Bros.. 
the melodious tonsils of Hal Win- 
ters and Olivette Miller's show- 
manly harping, the bill here this 
week moves right along for good 
returns, 

Wally Overman opens with okay 
session of quick sketches, selling 
his stuff nicely. He dashes off 
scenic and historical subjects, toss- 
ing them to audience and brings 
up a payee from the crowd for a 
comedy portrait sketch that gets 
over well. 

Olivette Miller, pretty and stun- 
ningly gowned, puts over “St. 
Louis Blues” and “Embraceable 
You” on the harp for solid returns, 
and when called back scores again 
with her own “I Don't Want to Be 
an Angel,” both vocally and on the 
vertical Steinway 

Hal Winters, on third, has a 
good natural voice, selling 
“There'll Be a Great Day,” “Done- 
gal” and “My Bolero” in nice 
fashion. 

Slate Bros. follow with imper- 
sonations, nicely handled, and do 
versions of soap operas and other 
radio programs. 
Femme partner, Sandra, foils for 
some further gags. Andre and 
Delphine, the closer, is an adagio 


They work easily. | 


Young, Bill Hayes, Dorothy Jar, 
Cook & Brown, Billy Rave. Charleg 
Senna, Jennie Lewis,’ Barone Hop. 
per, 6 oy Atoms, Andy Ratou. 
sheff, Billie Partridge, Line (j2) 
Staged by Olsen & Johnson: dances 
by John Lonergan; Dave Schooler 
House Orch; “The Story of Sea. 
biscuit” | ), reviewed in Va. 
riETY, Nov. 2, 49. 


It’s recalled that Olsen and John. 
son, more than a decade ago. took 
out a small vaude unit called 
“Hellzapoppin’” into the provinces 
on a long tour and at the end 
of this jaunt decided to try their 
foriunes in the iegii twiises with 
an enlarged version of the unit. 
Since then they've more or less 
been permanent tenanis on the 
Stem with a term of several vears’ 


duration at the Winter Garden, 
followed by a long stand at the 
now defunct Carnival nitery, a sub- 
sequent engagement at the Madi. 
son Square Garden, and a series 
on video for Buick. 

This time Olsen and Johnson 


have dispatched a unit “Laffz-A- 
Poppin’ of 1949” at the Strand the- 
atre, with Chic Johnson's son-in- 
law, Marty May and Willie Young 
taking the O&J spots. The top 
comics are currently taking it easy 
after their work on the Buick show. 
The Strand. package contains many 
items seen in their previous en- 
deavors, and it may very well be 
that much of their material is too 
familiar to be fresh. Certainly, 
there- arc--inheorest._.chuckles ip 
their stuff. It’s generally reliable 
fodder of proven laugh value. but 
the response isn't as complete as 
it has been on their preceding dis- 
plays. 

Withal, it’s an ambitious produe- 
tion, completely in keeping with 
the Strand’s attempts to provide 
Broadway vaudfilm fans with a dif- 
ferent type of entertainment. 
There are musicomedy touches 
with a 12-girl line, the sketches are 
well worked out and were it not 
for the familiar aspects of the com. 
edy. it might have been one of the 
theatre’s more laudable efforts 

Marty May and Willie ae 
pace the show with the accustome 
O&J speed. The barber shop and 
courtroom scenes are done in the 
usual manner and June Johnson's 
and Bill Hayes’ fronting of the 
musical numbers come off well. In 
the latter department, the numbers 
are staged in a fairiy cliched vein. 
J. C. Olsen contributes ably in 
the comedy sketches. 

One of the surprises of the show 
is the outside act, Dorothy Jarnac, 
who does interpretive dances in a 
comedy vein. She's a spritely pixie- 
ish personality who supplies the 
most literate comedy of the outfit. 

Another outside turn is Cook 
and Brown, whose tapstering comes 
off okay. Sepians net a large mitt. 
Frank Cook, who has been touring 


team of some skill, doing a neat. with O&J, gets across in his har- 


turn for good response. 
at first show. Reed. 


Apeolie, N. ¥. 
Charles Brown Orch (5), Gene 
Ammons Orch (11), Jackie Mab- 
ley, The Blenders (4', The Her- 
zogs (3), Audrey Vanterpool, Jive- 
adeers (4): “Law of the Barbary 
Coast” (Col). 





Current show at Harlem's vaude 
flagship is a well-rounded bil! that 
gets customer approval. Comprised 
of a sax, seven brass, three rhythm, 
Gene Ammons’ band gets the ball 
rolling with a snappy “Heads Up.” 
Later in the show, Ammons breaks 
the crew down to a sextet, com- 
posed of a base, piano, drums, 
trumpet, trombone and sax. The 
six-man combo provides some 
okay jump music with their offer- 
ings of “Little Sam.” “Pennies 
From Heaven” and “Jug.” 


Eye appealing Audrey Vanter- 
pool displays a good set of pipes 
with vocaling of “Lucky Old Sun” 
and “Because.” Made up of two 
couples, the Jiveadeers offered 
some fancy jitterbugging that gets 
over with audience. The Herzogs. 
composed of three gals. were ac- 
mitting for their 
aerial trickstering. Act interjects 
a comic touch, with one of the gals 


edoing a trapeze solo dressed in 


street clothes and wearing high 
heels. 

Sock reception was given come- 
dienne Jackie Mabley. Gal's ma- 
terial is mostly in the blue idiom. 
but her delivery is pleasant and 
inoffensive. Show closes with 
Charles Brown's quintet delivering 
five numbers with a melodic blues 
beat. Comprised of a bass, elec- 
tric guitar, drums. piano and sax, 


the combo contribs “Drifting’ 
Blues”, “1-2-5 Street.” “I Don’t 
Care Who Knows.” “Trouble 


Blues” and “How High the Moon.” 
Brown does okay vocals on all the 
numbers. 

The Blenders, a singing quartet, 
are reviewed under New Acts. 


Biz fair monica and guitar act. 


Also in the troupe are assorted 
midgets and stooges who work 
valiantly to meet the laugh re- 
quirements of the show. The au- 
dience participation dance finale 
is again used and enough ammuni- 
tion is expended to start a minor 
Central-American revolution. Dave 
Schooler conducts the aan, band. 

ose. 


Palace. N. ¥. 


The Quinlans (2), Medock & 
Marlowe, Ray Malone, Milton 
Douglas (2), The Glenns (3). 2 
Zephyrs. Joey Rardin, Schaller 
Bros. (2), Don Albert & Palace 
Orch; “Deputy Marshal” (RKO), 
reviewed in Variety, Oct. 12, ‘49. 





While not one of the better dis 
vlays here since the revival of 
vaude, current layout of eight acts 
is run off smoothly and contains 
a sufficient variety of turns to 
hold audience attention and reap 
merited returns. Outstanding are 
Milton Douglas with his monolog- 
ing and songstering. and Joey Rar- 
din with his comedies and imper- 
sonations. Both hit for solid salvos. 


The Quinlans, mixed rollerskat- 
ing duo. give proceedings a lively 
start with routine of trick skating, 
climaxed by some thrill stunts, 
which get appreciation. Medock & 
Marlowe, male team, do equally 
well in knockabout acro routine. 
Ray Malone, personable youngster, 
gets over neatly in_ tapstering, 
which runs gamut of from stand- 
ard stuff to ballet interps. The 
Glenns, two lads and a gal. score 
with their acro adagie work. while 
Two Zephyrs, colored male hoof- 
ers, are also solid in fast terping. 

Joey Rardin clicks in his stanza, 
especially in his impresh of Jimmy 
Cagney in medley of tunes from 
the George M. Cohan biopic, “Y@™ 
kee Doodle Dandy.” with some 
Cohanesque hoofing for bowofl 
Schaller Bros. (2) close bi!! wit! 


fast trampoline session. interjec 
ing comedy amongst the more di 
ficult feats. Edba. 
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~~ Olympia, Miami 
° eet, s. 
ie Johnston, Penny 1 
oie Frank Marlowe, Paul Koh- 
ler, Don Francisco, Freddie Car- 
lone House Orch; “Under Capri- 
corn” (WB). , 





of marquee lure here this 
ane Johnnie Johnston and lo- 
cal-lass-who-made good, Penny 
Edwards. Both turn in click cantos 
with the supporting act-buiiding 

‘ace in zingy fashion to make for 
satisfactory returns to the stub- 
en, familiar here via his 
Copa City appearance, rings the 
palm-meter with aptly turned, full- 
yoiced versions of “Toot Toot Toot- 
sie,” “I Can Dream Can't I,” his 
theme “Black Magic” and “Nothing 
Like a Dame.” Wraps up with easy 
projection that gets him across to 
the far reaches of the house. 
Miss Edwards sets up a briskly 
routined session of song and dance 
that sets well with payees Well 
blending of pops and terps builds 
to solid boweff. , 

Laughs for the lineup are 
sparked by clowning of Frank 
Marlowe in the emcee spot. In his 
own slot the guy gathers in the 
yocks with his sight stuff and over- 
all approach from prattfalls 
through the topper where he heads 
into the pit. Some of the gag stuff 
is familiar, as in the Humphrey 
Bogart impresh with the drummer 
assisting on the rim-shots into the 
comic-worn “I'll siab him instead.” 
Withal, delivery and timing still 
earns mitts. 

Don Francisco tees off matters 


sith his exnert wire work that 
rouses gasps. Deuce spot is ably 
filled by Paul Kohler and his 


xvlophonics. Best part of stint is 
the boxing gloves utilization in 
purveying in Irish ditty. Freddie 
Carlone house band is taking on 
the backgrounding. Lary. 


Fox. St. Louis 
St. Louis, Nov. 12. 
Sammy White, Bobby Gilbert & 
Pat Lane, 3 Rays, 3 Bounding Bon- 
dos, Ada Lynne, 3 Goetches, Evers 
& Dolorez, Marguerite Piazza, Joe 
Schirmer, Frank Panus Orch; “Yes 
Sir, That’s My Baby” (UI). 





Two stalwarts of the halcyon 
days of vaude, plus Frank Panus, 
who used to baton the tooters 
when vaude was in its heyday at 
the Orpheum, lend sock support 
for the current layout that main- 
tains the standard set last week. 
Sammy White, well known to even 
the younger generation through his 
p.a.’s in “Show Boat” at the Mu- 
nicipal Theatre Assn’s 
playhouse in Forest Park, is too 
parsimonious with his eccentric 
dancing. He uncorks only a few 
steps as he sings “Figaro” and 
again just before his finale, when 
he warbles “That Lucky Old Sun.” 
However, he copped solid guffaws 
with his interp of Amos & Andy, 
Rochester and Al Jolson participat- 
ing in a poker game in which he’s 
the dealer. He also gets a nice 
mitt with his Russian dialect song 
and a pantomime of a gal disrob- 
7" for bath. 

obby Gilbert and his talking 
violin on which he recites “Jack 
and Jill” in addition to holding 
the instrument conversation with 
Pat Lane, the straight, is sock. He 
also scores with his interp of “Tur- 
key in the Straw,” as played by 
an American, Irish, Jewish and 
Scotch musician, the latter doing 
nothing. His windup, “Indian Love 
Call,” wins merited applause. 

Marguerite Piazza, a lyric so- 
prano, who scored so heavily last 
week in her vaude debut, con- 
tinues with “Beautiful Song” and a 
medley of ditties from “Bitter 
Sweet.” “Roberta,” “New Moon” 
and “Song of Norway,” all familiar 
to muny opera goers. 

The Three Rays, shapely gals 
neatly costumed in blue jackets 
and yellow ballet skirts, present 


a nifty knockabout stint that won) 


mob. The heftiest of the 
femmes executes prattfalls that 
are .~ to any presented by a 
male during the present vaude re- 
vival. The Three Goetsches, male 
act in which only a unicycle 
used, climax their efforts when 
one fiddles while balanced upside 
down on the head of the cyclist 
who wheels around the apron. Ada 
Lynne, a titian-haired comedienne, 
Neatly attired in a gray gown, is 
okay with the chair warmers for 
her laterp of a Girl Scout on a 
hiking tr P, a couple of novelty 
Songs and a windup of “The Boy 
Next Door.” 
The Bounding Bodos. two youths 
and a gal who is a little on the 
fty side, are a trampoline act 
that winds up when the one who 
pulls the zany stuff on the springs 
does 25 consecutive back somer- 
Saults. Evers & Dolorez constitutes 
the first wire act since vaude came 
here and uncovers some nifty 
ancing stuff, the gal particu- 
» when she inches across the 
in her bare feet and then 
tossing the torso and throwing a 
few bumps. Schirmer, the band's 


| “Hungarian Dance” 
| the latter at 
almost filled for session caught. 


alfresco | 


| the tap and ballet Copartanons. 


talented banjoist, garnered solid 
returns for his interp of “Guitar 
Boogie” on that instrument and 
_on the banjo, 
a terrif pace. House 


Sahu. 





Orpheum, L. A. 

Los Angeles, Nov. 10. 

Vic & Adio, Jacques Cordon, 
Sheila Rogers, Lucienne & Ash- 
our, Bob Gentry, Walton .& 
O’Rourke, Clark Dennis, Great 
Harry Kahne, Rene Williams 
house orch (10) with Herb Kern; 
“Prison Warden” (Col). 





Illness of Joe E. Howard. slated 
to headline this week’s Orpheum 
bill, has Clark Dennis in number 
seven spot. Utherwise, it’s an 
okay vaude show that satisfies buy- 
ers of flesh enfertainment. 

Dennis doesn’t wow his audi- 
ence, but does collect good ap- 
plause for the five tunes he offers. 
His two encore numbers are best. 
being “Peg O’ My Heart” and 
“Lucky Old Sun.” Rounding out 
remainder of his 12-minute stint 
are “Lone Prairie,” “I Can Dream, 
Can’t I” and “Jealousy.” 

The Walton & O'Rourke puppet 
show in number six spot is the 
bill's natural topper, but is fol- 
lowed closely by the Great Harry 
Kahne’s upside-down mental gym- 
nastics, which closes the bill. Pup- 
peteers register big with five dif- 
ferent numbers, clicking especially 
strong with the humorous dowager 
drunk and the piano-singing team. 
Act is very well staged and han- 
dlers’ voices are made to fit char- 
aciers displayed 

Kahne amazes for 15 minutes 
with his blackboards and chalk. 
It's a longtime standard turn that 
spins along swiftly and earns a 
smart hand for novelty values for 
present-day vaude audiences. 

Vic & Adio, acrobatic hand-bal- 
ancers, get the show off to a strong 
start with almost unbelievable 
feats of strength and balance. In 
the second spot, Jacques Cordon is 
an amusing juggler, doing his 
twirling while wheeling a unicycle 
atop a small table. Sheila Rogers 
proves satisfactory with her song 
impressions of film, radio and legit 
favorites. Her act is helped by a 
very personable appearance. Bob 
Gentry is the bill’s funny man. 
Fresh from a long stand at Earl 
Carroll's in Hollywood, Gentry 
throws away his patter in a casual 
stvle, but really wraps up his act 
with familiar takeoff on an expect- 
ant father. Brog. 





Earle, Philly 

Philadelphia, Nov 

“Make Mine Manhattan,” with 
Gil Lamb, Betty & Jane Kean, 
Bobby Brandt, Ralph Young, Mu- 
riel King, Stuart Harris, Peggy 
Henry, Perry Bruskin, ballet; must- 
cal director, Jo Lombardi; Earle pit 


12 





orch (16); “Border Incident 
(M-G). 
“Make Mine Manhattan” is a 


superior vaude presentation that 
adds up to a fast and smart hour 
of entertainment. Perhaps too 
smart for the bus trade at the Sat- 
urday afternoon show at 
Earle. Although material is fast 
and amusing, and Gil Lamb's solo 
interpolations are nicely geared to 
the rest of the revue content, the 
laughs come slowly, except for the 
more obvious yocks. 

Revue is best thing of its type 
seen around here and vastly su- 
perior to its packaged predeces- 
sors, “High Button Shoes” and 
“Grand Ole Opry.” Lamb works 
very hard, and is in virtually 
everything. Comic gets best results 
with straight mike routine, all 
fresh patter and winding up with a 
takeoff on a bebopper in a film 


| house. He also romps through the 


“United Nations Cafe” business, 
playing all the various delegates, 
and in the amusing “Noises in the 
Street” quintet. 

The Kean Sisters both show to 
decided advantage, Betty particu- 
larly going over with the “Traftz 
number and she clowns for solid 
results with Lamb, whenever 
femme stooge is called for. Jane 
Kean does an impersonation rou- 
tine based on characters at the 
theatre, and the two dual in a 
night club bit that would be fair 
enough ordinarily, but is a letdown 
in its present setting. ; 

The chorus of nine girls and 
eight boys is well drilled and ap- 
propriately costumed for a revue 
the theme of which is cued by the 
opening song number “Anything 
Can Happen in New York.” The 
productions are fine, played against 


effective drops and concluding 
with “Saturday Night in Central 
Park.” 


An unusual item was the “Phil 
the Fiddler” ballet, a bit of sophis- 
ticated terping that was something 
of innovation for the Earle, but 
which clicked with its over-all ef- 
fectiveness, plus some very in- 
telligible singing by Ralph Young. 
Bobby Brandt is a standout both in 


gh. 


the | 


Fox, Detroit 
Detroit, Nov. 12. 
Art Mooney orch (15); Jimmy 
Wakely; Tont Arden; Gene Shel- 
don; Kanazawa Troupe (3); Ber- 
ry Bros. (3); “Fighting Man” 
(20th). 





A blending of three recording 
| faves with three variety acts is pro- 
viding top entertainment and 
packing the custoniers in at the 
Fox. Manager Dave Idzal is back 
in the $45,000-$50,000 gross groove 
with this one after an unhappy ex- 
perience with straight vaudeville 
a couple of weeks ago. 

Art Mooney, a Detroit boy, and 
his crew keep the show hoppin’ at 
a lively pace, and, incidentally, 
provide plenty of laughs with their 


slapstick antics. ,T! ! 


iney seore heavy 


ily with “Hop Scotch Polka,” “Toot 
Toot Tootsie” and “Canadian Ca- 
pers.”” Those are all Mooney dis- 
clicks. 

The show serves as the solo de 
buts for Cowboy Jimmy Wakely 


and pert, sweet-voiced Toni Arden 
From the way the audience react 
ed to their songs it looks like this 
pair can go far in solo stints. 

Wakely effects a shy, rather be- 
fuddled attitude that works in nat- 
urally with his 10-gallon hat, gui- 
tar and flexible, easy-to-take voice, 
which breaks into a yodel every 
now and then. He does well with 
“Slipping Around,” which he re- 
corded for Capitol, “Ida” and 
“Lucky Old Sun.” 

Miss Arden practically stops the 
show with “A Little Love, a Little 
Kiss.” She has a sweet, liiting 
voice with a large range which she 
controls neatly Her other 
bers are “I Can Dream, Can't I?” 
‘““Sometimes I'm Happy” and 
“You're Breaking My Heart.” 

A master of pantomime, 
Sheldon proves that he also is a 
banjo virtuoso. His antics kept 
the crowd laughing, and his play- 
ing kept them applauding. 

The Kanazawa Troupe of three 
Japanese foot-jugglers do amazing 
things with a barrel. 


nim- 


Gene 


The only less than bright spot 
on the program was the Berry 
Bros Close with dancing, acro- 
batics and cane spinning. Tew. 

Chicago, Chi 
Chicago, Nov. 11. 

Four Evans, Jerry Lester, Mari- 

lyn Maxwell, Peter Lawforc, Louis 


Basil Orch; 
(WB). 


“Beyond the Forest” 





Current layout’s one of the most 
incongruous yet slickest bills seen 
in these parts in many a month, 
and proves to be a solid click, 
if standout crowds for every show 
on the day caught, are any gauge. 
There’s appeal for every type of 
person; from the bobbysox bri- 
gade to the adult contingent, with 
enough s.a. and comic relief for 
the 21 to 40 age bracket. Al- 
though the squeals from the juve 
fans prevents any real chatter or 
pat routine from comic Jerry Les- 
ter who’s teamed up with Holly- 
woodite Peter Lawford, Lester 
manages to set the pace of the 
show with his emceeing and gags, 
keeping aud in good spirits. 

Four Evans open show with a 
sock dance routine with brother 
and sister bringing on parents 
after a neat bit of tapping. Old- 
sters exhibit some clean soft shoe 
and tap, as done 30 years ago, with 
each of the youngsters doing solo 
stints before all four take over. 
Family appeal is solid, and act's 
terpistic abilities project for 
healthy applause. 

Lester does his hilarious “Take 
It or Abandon It” bit about a guy 
with 50 phones waiting for his call 
from a jackpot program. Stint’s 
punch line increases the high 
spirit of the seat-holders, as does 
his ad lib banter with the teen- 
agers down front who keep yelling 
for “Mule Train” and other fave 
disclicks when Lester asks for 
song suggestions. Comic introes 
Marilyn Maxwell, picking up his 
individual routines later. 

Miss Maxwell, gowned in a snap- 


py black and gold striped off-the-| 


shoulder number, doesn't disap- 
point from the “appearance” an- 
gle, definitely looking like a glam- 
our gal from Hollywood. Her vocal 
efforts garner lusty mitts and cat- 
calls, particularly “Don't Cry, 
Joe.” “Some Romance” and “A 
Good Man's Hard to Find.” She's 
better prepared than most filmites 
who take their turn on the boards, 
and gives out to please the payees. 

High-point of the 55-minute 
show 1s the appearance of Peter 
Lawford, whose prevented from 
doing much of anything with Jerry 
Lester because of the bedlam that 
breaks loose. Metroite attempts 
comic routine with Lester, but is 
drowned out by the shrills, every- 
time he tries to open his mouth. 
Lester takes the s.o.s. by having 
Lawford stand still, walk and 
smile. each in turn getting louder 
shrieks from the youngsters and 
heftier laffs from the adult aud. 


Miss Maxwell comes back for a bit | 


of chatter about love-making with 
‘Lawford, which creates more of 


a madhouse. Lester’s clowning 
through the whole take, and ad- 


‘libs to the aud, embellish the spirit 


of the turn, while the finale which 
finds Lawford doing some jitter- 
bugging, practically blows the lid 
off the theatre. 

Entire layout packs a wallop of 
showmanship and audience appre- 
ciation, with kibitzing and fun tak- 
ing precedent over talent. Bill's 
held together by the deft inanities 
of Lester, who takes command of 
any retort thrown him by the un- 
predictabieé aud, giving out with 
on-the-spot remarks, and songs 
(plus a spontoneous ditty wishing 
the kids were back in school) that 
garners laffs from young and old 


alike Lawford, too, has much to 
his credit; a pleasant personality 
that projects moeodestv and = sub- 
dued British charm, besides giving 
the kids the idea that he doesn’t 
mind their raucous carrving-ons 
Although he was prevented from 
doing the French ditty with Miss 
Maxwell from “Good News” be 
cause of Armistice Day and the 
school bunch, Lawford gave seat 
holders what they had expected: 
the chance te look and squeal 
Louis Basil again delivers nifty 
showbacking, as well as an assist 
to Lester in his skit Greg 
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Marine Room. (hi 








Continued from page 64 





pace, keeping conventioneers in 
rapt attention throughout 
The Debonairs tee off with a 


clever “Machine Age” 
Five youths, in white ties and tails, 
transform paper and other stunts 
for solid appreciation. 

The Colleens, four slick-looking 
chicks, background the Hild star- 
lets routines on “Irish Luliaby” 
and “Italian Street Song.” Gals 
have intricate arrangements, par- 
ticularly on encore number, “Whif- 
finpoof Song.” Fasties like “‘Mac 
Namara’s Band” are better and 
suited to gals’ limited range. 

Griff Williams again presents his 
marionet maestros, including Paul 
Whiteman, Cab Calloway, Ted 
Lewis and his own miniature, 
backed by appropriate theme 
songs. Stint atop gold piano. with 
effective lighting, wins applause 
Maestro’s theme, “Dream Music,” 
with line and entire cast, makes 
a sock finale. Orch turns in neat 
showbacking and keeps large floor 
crowded for the dance sets 

Greg. 


tan routine 


Triangle Room, Pitt 
(SEVENTH AVE. HOTEL) 
Pittsburgh, Nov. 10. 
Mary Small, Harry Bigley Orch, 
Norma King, Johnny Costa; 
cover, no minimum. 


Ho 


One of Pittsburgh's oldest inns, 
Seventh Avenue Hotel has gone 
through nearly a century without 
going in for any kind of entertain- 
ment except small musical com- 
bos, a vocalist and an organist. It's 
catered for a long time to the 
strictly middle-class crowd, and 
stuck to a lower-case policy. 

But biz has been ‘way off lately, 
ard Frank Silverman, who owns 
the spot, has decided to try a shot 
in the arm. Unfortunately, he’s 
picked a bad time for the experi- 
ment, what with the steel and coal 
strike. 

For the present, Silverman is 
going to use only one act, although 
budget’s been upped by addition 
of couple of men to Harry Bigley’s 
band, which previously was a quar- 
tet 

Silverman's grabbed a winner to 
tee off his new policy in Mary 
Small. She’s never played a club 
here; in fact, it’s her first visit 
since she was a kid playing vaude. 
Gal's a showman right to her 
finger tips and’ has the crowd in 
the palm of her hand before first 
song is half over and keeps them 
there right down the stretch. She 
socks the pops with plenty to 
spare. 

Bigley’s band, with Norma King 
on the vocals, plays for the per- 
formers and also for dancing in a 
small area, while Room has a crack 
pianist in Johnny Costa, who takes 
over at opening and stays through 
the dinner session. He's a key- 
board wiz and a fave here. 

Cohen. 





New Act 


THE BLENDERS (4) 
Songs 

15 Mins.: One 
Apollo, N. Y. 

Negro. boys harmonize well, but 
nevertheless stand as just another 
addition to the ranks of colored 
quartets. However, group should 
go over well in situations similar 
to this. Quartet’s renditions of 
“Need Your Love” and “Why Good 
Man” are applause-getters. 

A comic takeoff on the Inkspots 
harmonizing on “If I Didn't Care” 
could be toned down a bit. 











SAG’s Move 


Continued from page 2 ge! 





directors, Reagan offered a four- 
point resolution, covering the ac- 
tors’ stand, which will be voted 
upon by mail referendum. Resolu- 
tion embodied the following points: 
“1. Reject participation in the 
proposed ‘Television Authority’ 
because the plan provides for giv- 
ing this new union control over 
mosion pictures made for television 
and thus sets up two unions for 
actors working in motion pictures. 
2. Continue the Guild’s efforts to 


fnd a -peaceful solution of the 
television dispute 

“3. In the event that some of 
the live talent unions wish to form 
a new union such as TVA, to pro- 
tect their own interests in live 
television performances, the Guild 
shall continue to explore the pos- 


sibility of SAG, in conjunction with 
Screen Extras Guild, entering into 

50-50 partnership with the live 
talent unions ... 4. In the event 
that the Guild's various offers for 
a peaceful solution are rejected by 
the advocates of the proposed 
TVA’ the Guild shall proceed im- 
mediately to organize the field of 
motion pictures made for 
vision.” 


tele- 


There are no indications that the 
other five Guilds intend to accept 
the SAG's proposals, although they 
did nothine in the vast week to 
formally breach the relationships 
with the SAG and SEG. Ata 4A’s 
meeting convened at CBS’ Play- 
house Thursday (10), Equity coun- 
cilman Sidney Blackmer declared 
that the 4A’s board will proceed 
with the formation of the TVA 
without SAG if necessary. 

Other spokesmen for the Amer- 
ican Guild of Variety § Artists, 
American Federation of Radio 
Artists and American Guild of Mu- 
sical Artists gave no sign of will- 
ingness of yielding to SAG's de- 
mands. George Heller, AFRA exec 
secretary, stressed that all Guilds 
were losing valuable time in not 
settling the jurisdictional matter 
and getting down to operations be- 
fore the video baby becomes a 
giant Such a move, in opposi- 
tion to SAG's declared intentions, 
was seen as breeding open war- 
fare within the 4A'’s. 

At the SAG membership meet- 
ing at the Hollywood Legion Sta- 
dium, some 1,500 members were 
handed a “Television Primer” 
pamphlet covering the history of 
the video jurisdiction negotiations. 
Brochure, which is being mailed 
to all 4A’s members, charges TVA 
promoters with selfish interests in 
seeking to establish a new and 
pewerful union which would op- 
erate under a “rule or ruin” pol- 
icy. It asserted the TVA would 
create highly paid administrative 
jobs, extract dues from actors, set 
up two unions for film talent and 
cut across established craft lines. 


Following the SAG meeting, 
spokesmen for the other talent 
guilds issued a blanket denial of 
the pamphilet’s charges and ac- 
cused SAG leaders with “misrepre- 
senting” their position. 











Moscow Tries 


Continued from page 2 = 


produced daily by the Hollywood 
studios.” 


Broadcast declared, in part: 


“Most of the pictures running in 
New York, Chicago, Detroit or 
San Francisco include quite a few 
which glorify war and call for 
militarization of the country’s 
whole life. One of the many ex- 
amples that can be adduced is 
Warner Bros.’ picture, “Task 
Force.” This film, a Delmar Daves 
production, appeared on the screen 
in direct connection with the ag- 
gressive North Atlantic pact and 
the whole military program of 
Wall Street ... 


“As John Howard Lawson, the 
progressive American scriptwriter, 
, Said some time ago, another aspect 
of the attempts to mobilize the 
films is the morbid sexual! picture 
which insults human dignity .. . 

“Have you even seen a Holly- 
wood picture that gives a truthful 
picture of the American workers 
who are always in a desperate 
struggle against the big monopo- 
lies for their fundamental rights, 
their very existence? ... The Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. of America, un- 
der Eric Johnston, the former 
president of the American Cham- 
ber of Commerce, sees to it that 
jsuch pictures do not appear.” 
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N.Y. Public Library's Theatre 
Collection Badly Needs Funds 


Increasing number of complaints # 
from individuals connected with ? tic’ 
legit are being received anent the sychodrama 
curtailment of services at the N. Y. Thea f ’ 
tre for Boway 


Public Library's Theatre Collec- 
“Psychodramatic” theatre pres- 


tion. Chief gripe from the Broad- 

wayites—who run the gamut of ac- tations in N. Y., confined in the 
tors, dramatists, publishers, cos * ast mostly to off-Broadway lec- 
tumers, directors and stubholders ture halls. will be a main stem 
—is that the unique coilection 18 attraction. Beginning Sunday (20), 
on a limited seheds1> -3.-1, Mocrenc’s “Theatre of 
Psychodrama” will play the Mans- 
field for a series of 27 consecutive 
Sunday performances. The Mans- 
field presentation will be a car- 
the collection is so bon of the sessions held by Dr. 
Moreno at the Psychodramatic In- 
stitute, N. Y. 





avaiiabic onls é 
ule Doors are open five or six 
davs a week, afternoons only, 
which excludes many who want to 
take advantage of the stage library 


Additionally 
pressed for funds that operations 
are being hamstrung. New York 
theatre and film programs, once Program calls for volunteer 
available on call to the public, are members of the audience to pre- 
no longer being mounted and con- sent personal psychological situa- 
sequently are difficult to use. Bib- tions. Other audience participants 
liographies, continuously demand- are called up to the stage to con- 
ed by research workers, are not tribute to the issue presented, and 
being kept up to date. The cata- in this way join in creating the 
loguing of thousands of theatrical actual true-to-life drama of the 
photos has been dropped and hun- protagonists. A psychodramatic di- 


dreds of pict s and posters can’t rector controls the proceedings. 
be used because they're packed in No professional actors are used. 
makeshift bags Masses of play- Contrary to this type of operation, 


bills, photographs, scripts and the Dennes psychodramatic thea- 
books are collecting dust in ware- tre, also located in New York, 
=_— uses actors to portray the psycho- 
“jogicai incidents Héiig pres@uica> 


se=.o¢ in tha,library’s starke— 


no longer accessible to the public 


Slow-Building Biz 
Plagues Touring Co. 
Of ‘Mister Roberts’ 


Columbus, O., Nov. 15. 

Slow-building business is appar- 
ently plaguing the “Mr. Roberts” 
road company, which has John 
Forsythe in the title role. Pro- 
ducer Leland Hayward has come 
up with what he hopes is a solu- 
tion. Hayward stated his problem 
in letters to Columbus (O.) dra- 
matic critics 

He wrote that no expense has 
been spared in making the road 
company a topflight troupe, but 
that expenses are such that the 
play must do near-capacity busi- 
ness at every performance to keep 


Lack of space has forced the end 
of regular exhibitions of rare pic- 
tures and important designs. In 
fact, there isn’t even room for a 
bulletin board announcing off- 
Broadway productions, drama con- 
tests, lectures and showings of un- 
usual films, library users beef 


Despite the cramped quarters 
and small budget, the collection 
served 20.200 persons last year— 
and the list reads like a Who's Who 
of the theatre. Among the names 
are: Jo Mielziner, Lee Simonson, 
Robert Edmond Jones, Oscar Ham- 
merstein 2d, Guthrie McClintic, 
Chery! Crawford, Leland Hayward, 
Mare Connelly, Ferenc Molnar 
Joseph Wood Krutch, John van 
Druten, Paul Muni, Charles Laugh- 
ton, Katharine Cornell, Maurice 
Evans, Boris Karloff, Margaret 
Webster and reps of publishers, 


film companies and costume junning. Experience has proved 
houses that the company opens to fair 
Regular users of the Theatre business the first night, has good 


Collection feel that conditions 
could be vastly improved with an 
additional grant which would per- 
mit hiring additional staff assist- 
ants and page boys. 

thereafter. 


FIRST LEGIT THEATRE As Hayward sees it, patrons hesi- 
FOR PALM SPRINGS tate to buy tickets until they are 


assured the company is a good one. 
Palm Springs, Nov. 15. It has always drawn excellent no- 
Pitched in a tent, but one with 


tices, and this apparently accounts 
cushioned seats and indirect light- tor the steady climb at the boxof- 
ing, “Blithe Spirit” will bow here fice. So Hayward asked the Co- 
Jan. 3. launching the first legit lumbus critics to view “Mr. Rob- 
theatre this desert resort has had. erts,” which plays at the Hartman 
Operation will be called the Tent- here the week of Nov. 28, in De- 
house theatre. troit and to write an advance re- 

H. M. Rogers Productions, head- ‘'*™ « the play. . 
ed by Rogers, plans also to pro- By this method, which Hayward 
duce “Years Ago,” “Male Animal” agrees is “breaking all prece- 
and “Pygmalion” here. Michael dents.” he hopes to beat the two- 
Ferrall will direct. Tent structure day ticket sale lag. “ precedent 
will be able to seat 500. will have to be broken,” wrote 
Hayward, if expensive productions 
are to continue to tour.” 

The Columbus crix, a busy crew 
which covers films and concerts, 
. at this writing had not yet made 

Pittsburgh, Nov. 15. up their minds whether they could 
Theatre Guild thought better of take time out for the Detroit 


putting Katharine Hepburn's “As Junket. 
You Like It” into the Nixon week | 


before Xmas, and pulled the sub- | Sherman Stays in ‘Brig’ 
scription play booking out of that | London, Nov. 15 
slot and changed it to Feb. 6. That'| Hiram Sherman, comedy lead in 
means house will be dark right be- “Brigadoon” here. is remaining in 
fore the holiday. the show until next April. He had 
Season seems to be shaping up intended to return to the U. S. at 
all right at Nixon after an un- the expiration of his six-month 
steady getaway, and bookings are Contract, but has agreed to an ex- 
retty solid now for some tiine. tension, with more favorable terms 
ollowing “Student Prince” next | “"der the devaluation. 
week, “Summer and Smoke” comes | Other Americans in the musical 
in, with “Lady From Paris” open- | - also continuing for the time 
ing tour right after that. Xmas | eing. 
week brings in Monty Wool-| 
ley's “Man Who Came to Dinner,” | 
and New Year's “Philadelphia 
tory” with Sarah Churchill and 


effrey Lynn. freelance writer, was named win- 
This is last year for historic, ner of the Edward Lamb $500 
playhouse. On May 1, wrecking prize playwriting contest sponsored 
ws will move in, and Aluminum | by the Toledo repertoire little the- 
of America will build new | atre, for his three-act historical 

ern skyscraper. So far there play, “Victoria and Palmerston.” 
@ been no indications of an-| It will be presented by the rep- 
er legit spot, although talk still ertoire theatre for 10 shows. be- 
@enters on Senator, now a film site | ginning March 17. Taub won from 

under lease to Harris Amus. Co. a field of 232 entries. 


business the second night and then 
plays to capacity the rest of the 
stay. Rochester, N. Y., he cited 
as typical. “Mr. Roberts” opened 
ai slightly more than $2,000, took 
in $2,900 the second night, $3,600 
the third and $4,000 every night 








Pitt’s Nixon Bookings 
Pretty Solid After Lull 








Wins Toledo $500 Prize 
Toledo, Nov. 15. 
Harold Jaediker Taub, New York 





Charles O’Brien 
Kennedy 


Herks Back Inte pre-Victorion 
Theatre Lore, 
with on erudite piece on 


Mobs and the Theatre 


* » 7 
an interesting byline feature in the 


44th Anniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 


Biz Mgr. Sez Shubert 
Also Favors Theatres 
In 44th & 45th Streets 


Editor, VARIETY: 

Having negotiated on various oc- 
casions with the Shuberts for the 
rental of New York theatres, I was 
interested in Lee Shubert’s state- 
ments at last week’s Drama Desk 
luncheon, as quoted in VARIETY. 
“The manager.” it was reported, 
“contradicted what he said was the 
general belief that the 44th and 
45th street theatres are the only 
desirable ones for Broadway 
shows. They have the idea they 
can pick up business from the over- 
flow, but no shew can live on that. 
There isn’t enough money from 
overflow to make any difference.” 

It seems curious, in view of Mr. 
Shubert’s belief, that the Shuberts 
almost invariably book their own 
productions into those same 44th 
and 45th street houses, not in any 
of the other locations available to 
them. For instance, they put “The 
Lady Says Yes” into the Broad- 
hurst, on 44th street, several sea- 
sons ago, not into one of their 
just-as-good theatres. Again, when 
ihey brought “My Romance” to 
New York last season they put it 
into the Shubert theatre, on 44th 
street, even moving the sellout 
“High Button Shoes” to the Broad- 
way theatre to make room for it. 

Later, when “My Romance” had 
proved to be a flop, they moved 
it to the Adelphi, located strictly 
in left field, while “Anne of the 
Thousand Days” went into the 











Shubert. Can you imagine “Anne” | 


opening at the Adelphi? 

At the moment, it may be ob- 
served, the only Shubert show in 
town, “Yes, M’Lord,” is playing at 
the Booth, in 45th street. So Mr. 
Shubert appears to share “the gen- 
eral belief that the 44th and 45th 
street theatres are the only de- 
sirable ones for Broadway shows” 
—at least for his own Broadway 
shows. 

Business Manager. 


ACTOR-CARTOONISTS’ 
SHOW FOR U.S. BONDS 


National Cartoonists Society, 
headed by prexy Milt Caniff, will 
stage a one-niter revue, “Tongue 
in Cheek,” at the Belasco theatre, 
N. Y., Nov. 28, with sketches writ- 
ten by the society’s members, and 
featuring Broadway and _ Holly- 
wood stars. Mary Martin, William 
Gaxton, Ray Milland and Dunnin- 
ger will be among the performers. 
Sketches were written by Otto Sog- 
low, Al Posen, Ernie Bushmiller, 
Dow Walling and C. D. Russell. 

Al Capp and Rube Goldberg 
will be the emcees, with Hudson 
Faussett directing. Affair is being 
staged in conjunction with the 
N. Y. Savings Bond division. 


Kafka Novel in Iot 
English Play Version 


Holiywood, Nov. 15. 

First Englished production of 
“The Trial,” which has been dra- 
matized from Franz Kafka's novel 
by Andre Gide and Jean Louis 
Barrault, will be premiered at the 
Pasadena Community Playhouse 
on Dee. 7. Frank Sundstrom, 
Swedish legit and film player, will 
star and direct. 

Sundstrom and his wife, Jacque- 
line, did the English translation. 
Show will play for two weeks in 
Pasadena. Sundstrom then plans 
to take it to London. 











Greta Rauch signed as assistant 
to Kenneth Klein on bookings and 
\ relations at Carnegie Hall, 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Actors in the Terence Rattigan playlets, “The Browning Version” 


and “Harlequinade,” at the Coronet theatre, N. Y., are no longer able 
‘to make evening television appearances since the playing order of the 


shows has been reversed. When “Browning” was done as the opener, 
members who are in the larger-cast “Harlequinade” could take early. 
evening video dates. But with “Harlequinade” now offered first, the 


players are not free until the latter part of the evening, when most 


dramatic TV shows are over. 


Bertha Belmore, character comedienne in “Harlequinade,” but who 
doesn’t appear in “Browning,” is the only one who had to cance] a 
scheduled tele appearance, but others have discontinued consideration 


of similar deals. 





Although “Finian’s Rainbow’ 


was a flop in London's West End, it has 


gained the questionable distinction of being parodied in a provincial 


variety revue. 
the Empress, Brixton, last week. 


Touring burley, titled “Glocca-Morra-Begorra,” was at 
It's supposed to be vagiiely in the” 


nature of a lampoon of the U. S. musical comedy, in which the hit song, 


“How Are Things in Glocca Morra?” 


Ireland. 


referred to a mythical town in 


Another provincial show, “Fanny Get Your Fun,” obviously a title 
switch of the Broadway and West End hit, “Annie Get Your Gun.” has 


been touring for more than a year. 


contested in court. 


In its case the use of the tag was 





Four of the management's 50 house seats for each performance of 
“South Pacific” are allotted to minor members of the cast, in rotation, 


so they can take care of requests from relatives and friends. 


With 14 


seats supplied henceforth to the Damon Runyon cancer fund, the re- 
maining 32 seats are shared by the authors-producers Richard Rodgers 
and Osear Hammerstein, II, director-produeer Joshua Logan, producer 


Leland Hayward and stars Mary Martin and Ezio Pinza. 


Another 50 


seats for each performance go to the Shuberts, who operate the theatre. 





Eddie Kich’s touring edition of Moss Hart's “Light Up the Sky,” 
financed at $20,000, has 24 limited partners, of whom 15 put up $400 


apiece, two supplied $200 each and two are in for $200 each. 


others, two advanced $1,000 each, 
S~ 232 .-.S9. 20S. snd SF “A, 


-~ > _ 


Hershey, who stage-managed 


out of town, 


Of the 


and there are other single slices of 
Oss tnenceto: 4 iy 

the original Broadway production, . and 
Arthur Klar, souvenir booklet agent. 


“tome. from chay bescis ces cre Tan 


Many of the backers are from 





Without any public announcement or mention in the press, Carl 
Benton Reid withdrew from his featured role of Sir Toby Belch in the 
revival of “Twelfth Night” two weeks in advance of the closing Satur- 


day (12) at the Empire, N. Y. 


He reportedly went to the Coast on a 
film deal, with Michael Wyler taking over the comedy part. 


For the 


final two weeks of the production's run, the cast had accepted a cut in 


salaries. 





Margaret Marshall, the Nation's literary editor, is currently filling in 


as the mag’s drama critic. 


Miss Marshall is pinchhitting for Joseph 


Wood Krutch, who fell ill and was unable to attend the Broadway 


openings of “Montserrat,” “Regina” and “Lost in the Stars.” 


Krutch 


is expected to be out a few more weeks with Miss Marshall continuing 


as the mag’s drama reviewer. 





Frank Loesser, who arrived in New York last week from the Coast, 
is completing the songs for “Guys and Dolls,” musical comedy for which 
Jo Swerling is writing the book based on Damon Runyon characters 


and stories. 


Cy Feuer and Ernest Martin will produce. 


One of the 


songs, which he wrote several years ago, is titled “The Delicatessen of 


My Dreams.” 


In last week’s VARIETY review 
of “I Know My Love,” actor Geof- 
frey Kerr was imadvertently re- 
fered to by the name of the char- 
acter he played ... John M. Mur- 
tagh, New York City commissioner 
of Investigations, vacationing at 
Sea Island, Ga., until after Thanks- 
giving. Pending his return, there 
will probably be no final approval 
of a new set of theatre ticket rules 
by the New York City department 
of licenses . . . Backers of “Death 
of a Salesman” have received an- 


_other $30,000 dividend, making a 


| study the 


total profit $60,000 thus far on 
the $100,000 investment. 

F'ora Roberts has joined the 
Gloria Safier agency as a full part- 
ner, and will handle plays while 
Miss Safier concentrates on talent. 

Louise Fickett, in the cast of 
“I Know My Love,” at the Shu- 
bert, N. Y., is a daughter of Homer 
Ficket,, director of the “Theatre 
Guild on the Air” series. Katharine 
Bard, also in the Lunt-Fontanne 
show, is the wife of Martin 
Manulis, who has staged several 
plays for Lawrence Langner at 
Westport, Conn. And in the same 
cast is Betty Caulfield, sister of 
film actress Joan Caulfield. 

Herbert Machiz, co-director of 
Studio Six, youth theatre, sailed 
for France last week on a fellow- 
ship award for one year’s study of 
Pe wneatee and films at the U. of 
aris. 

_ “The Admiral Had a Wife,” orig- 
inally intended for production by 
Jose Ferrer in 1941, will be put 
on at New York’s Manhattan Col- 


lege under its new title, “Com-! 
for three per-| 


mander’s 
lormances 
(Thurs.}. 


Wife,” 


beginning tomorrow 


Ellen Carstersen Reenberg, Dan-| 


ish actress, currently on a cross- 
country U. S. tour studying theatre 
operations for her government 

Per Skablen, Norwegian thesper, 
back home after spending several 
months in the U. S. . Alvin Ep- 
stein, American mime with the De 
Croux troupe in Paris, returned to 
France Refka Gottman, Turkish 
actress, here to learn English and 
American theatre 

Keith Chalmers placed by the 
American National Theatre as 
recreation director of the-N. Y. 
Boys Club. Drama Lab will pre- 


~ Legit Bits 


| Master Institute tonight 


sent Nishan Parlaikan’s new play, 
“Their Hills are Scarred” as its 
initial offering of the season at the 
(Wed.). 
Proceeds go to the Wiltwyck 
School for Boys. John Beal takes 
over William Eythe’s role in “Lend 
an Ear.” 


While the management of 
“South Pacific” is allotting 14 tick- 
ets per performance to the Damon 
Runyon cancer fund, for the month 
of December the management of 
“Kiss Me, Kate,” another Broad- 
way hit, will allot eight seats per 
night to the same agency, which 
will sell them for what it can get 
on a_ boxoffice-price-plus-donation 
basis. 

Coast actors Ed Max, Reuben 
Wendorff and Shimen Ruskin head- 
ing east to appear in the forth- 
coming Monte Proser-Joseph Kip- 
ness production, “All You Need Is 
One Good Break” Anthony But- 
titta has resigned as one of the 
two advancemen for “Brigadoon” 
to return to New York for a script- 
ing stint, but he’s due Feb. 15 on 
the Coast to p.a. the next season 
for the San -Franeisco and Los 
Angeles Light Opera companies 
Producer Michael Todd in New 
Orleans for several days Jack 
Potter, recently company manager 
for the touring “Goodbye, My 
Fancy,” has taken the same assicn- 
ment with the New York company, 
succeeding James Troop, who 
moves over to handle Leland Hay- 
ward's roduction of Garson 
Kanin’s “Rat Race.” 





Longhair Shorts 


Lee Borgida Bond, formerly with 
Creative Age Press, now publicity 
head at National Concert Artists 
Corp., replacing Clair Feit, who is 
setting up own office as talent per- 
sonal rep. 

Eugene Conley, tenor now sing- 
ing with N. Y. City Opera Co., has 
been signed for La Scala, Milan, 
for month of December, alter 
which he returns to make his de- 
but with the N. Y. Met in Jan- 
uary Elizabeth Winston has !eft 
the Earle Ferris-Constance [lope 


office and set up her own publicity 
office toking with her the Heien 
Traubel, Efrem Kurtz and Gerard 
.Sekoto accounts. 
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Britain Far Outstrips U.S. Production, | 
West End Shows vs. B'way’s 





Unpreced 
roduction in the U. S. this season 
p highlighted by comparison with 


the number and variety of shows 
current in England. Although the 


difference between Broadway and 
London is notable, the contrast be-| 


tween the road in America and the 
provinces in England is even more 
striking. 

Last week there were 35 shows 
running in London’s West End, be- 
gidec three opera and_ ballet com- 
panies and several major variety 
shows. At the same time there 
were 24 productions in New York. 
Moreover, the legit list in the West 
End has been at the maximum for 
months, with every available the- 
atre occupied, even though the 
seasonal peak was passed last sum- 
mer. On Broadway, however, where 
the season should be in a bullish 
period now, there are numerous 
houses dark. 

In addition to the legit activity 
in the West End, there are a cou- 
ple of dozen private theatre 
“clubs” in London, where regular 
professional productions are of- 
fered for subscription audiences. 
There are also a number of Lon- 
don theatres, outside the West End 
district, where professional pro- 
ductions are presented for runs. 
Moct. of. thace activities are rated 


3 9 


of West End quality. 

Nearest counterpart of the 
“club” theatres in New York are 
the handful of semi-pro off-Broad- 
way groups. And the only thing in 
New York to compare to the non- 
West End theatres are the “subway 
circuit” houses which recently 
closed for the season in Brooklyn, 
Bronx and Brighton. 

During the final week in October 
there were 38 legit shows, plus 
seven ballet and opera companies, 
touring the British provinces. That 
same week there were 22 shows 
on the road in the U. S. The con- 
trast is still greater considering 


(Continued on page 72) 


‘Howdy, Mr. Ice’ May 
Play Extended Date In 


Havana After New Yr. 


“Howdy, Mr. Ice of 1950,” Sonja 
Henie-Arthur M. Wirtz skating 
show at the Center, N. Y., may go 
to Havana some time after New 
Year for an extended engagement 
at the huge Blancita ice theatre. 
Deal reportedly hinges on the next 
couple of weeks’ business at the 
Center. 

Booking of “Howdy” might be 
a natural for everyone concerned. 
Attendance, which has gradually 
tapered off during successive sea- 
sons at the Center, has been slip- 
ping faster than usual this fall. 
Therefore, the post-holiday peried, 
always the poorest b.o. span for 
the icer, would be ideal for the 
Cuban jaunt. 

From the producers’ viewpoint, 
too, the Havana deal might be de- 
sirable, as it might test the 
feasibility of touring the relative- 
ly heavy-production skating show 
in large-capacity houses in_ the 
U. S. Since the Henie-Wirtz 10- 
year lease for the Center expires 
next summer, the theatre manage- 
ment must decide in a few months 
whether to extend the deal for an- 
other term or contract for some 
Other type of show for the spot. 

The ice show was built for a 
theatre stage, so presumably could 
be transferred to the Blancita 
without too much trouble and ex- 
pense. Also, the production would 
arrive in the Cuban capital with 
an established reputation as a 
Broadway hit. 

If the Havana deal goes through, 
the idea is to play the show there 





until some time next spring. After | 


that, the skating spec would be 
brought back to New York, where 
a new edition would be produced, 
either for touring in the U. S. next 
summer, or for presentation at the 
Center under a renewed lease. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“Alive and Kicking” — William 
Katzell & Ray Golden. 

“As You Like It” — Theatre 
Guild. 

“Caesar and Cleopatra” — A\l- 
drich & Myers. 

“Clutterbuck” —Irving L. Jacobs 
and David Merrick. 

“Rat Race”—Leland Hayward. 

Three Men on a Horse” (road) 
Gilbert Lee. 





ented dearth of legit¢ 


‘Aherne Sought For 
B’way ‘Peter Pan 


Brian Aherne may play Capt. 
Hook in Peter Lawrence's revival] 
of “Peter Pan.” in which Vera 
Zorina will be starred in the title 
part. The actor, currently in Paris. 
is due in the U. S. soon to discuss 
terms, Rex Harrison, who was con 
sidered for the assignment fol- 
lowing his current tour in “Anne 
of the Thousand Days.” wants to 
take a rest before starting a pic- 
ture in England. 

With $50,000 of the needed 
$125,000 on hand, Lawrence has 
signed Al Goldin as general man- 
ager to work full time on raising 
the balance of the financing. It's 
figured on starting rehearsals in 
December for a Broadway opening 
about the first of the year. Mary 
Hunter will direct, with scenery by 
Ralph Alswang and incidental mu- 
sic by Leonard Bernstein. 








Insurance Covers 


44e¢ 3.9 


Girls Holdup 


Estimated loss of $15.200 in a 
holdup last Thursday night (10) at 
the Broadway theatre, N. Y., was 
covered by insurance. “As the 
Girls Go” is current at the house. 
Money taken by the two gunmen 
included the week's payroll for the 
production and house, plus that 
night’s receipts. 

Indications are that the robbery 
was an inside job. Thugs appar- 
ently knew, because of the Armis- 
tice Day holiday the next day. the 
payroll was being distributed to 


| the company and house staff Thurs- 


day night. Also, the armed pair 
entered the boxoffice through the 
darkened theatre, having forced a 
rear door about an hour before 
curtain time. 

In another incident at the same 
theatre Sunday afternoon (13) an 
intruder tried to force his 
into Irene Rich's dressing room 
backstage. When an alarm 


captured outside by police. After 
being questioned, he was released 
when Miss Rich declined to press 
charges. Lateg the same night 
someone forced a window in the 
chorus girls’ dressing room, after 
climbing an adjacent roof. How- 
ever, several of the girls screamed 
and the man fled. 

Nearby, the Ambassador, a film 
house showing “Rigoletto.” was 
robbed the same day of $2,500 by 
a stickup man posing as a patron. 
He forced Hans Barstyn, the house 
manager, to hand over the funds 
and fled without being seen by 
other theatre staffers. 


SYSTEM OF FINES 
ADOPTED BY ATPAM 


System of fines for all members 
who fail to attend union meetings 
has been adopted by the Assn. of 
Theatrical Press Agents & Man- 
agers. Policy, similar to that al- 
ready in force in the United Scenic 
Artists and other show biz unions, 
was approved by the last general 
membership meeting. 

Hereafter, any ATPAM member 
missing a meeting without valid 
excuse, such as illness or being 
out of town on business, must pay 
$5. The union has also voted to 
boost the assessment on working 
members from 112% to 2%, ef- 
fective Nov. 28. 


Lester’s 2 New Operettas 


Edwin Lester, who produced 
“Song of Norway” several seasons 
ago, is mapping production of two 
operetta properties currently in fis 
hands. Initial show will be “The 
Emperor of California,” with score 
by William Frim! and lyrics by 
John Latouche. Friml is the son 
of composer Rudolf Friml. Joe 
Fields doing the book. 

The other production, titled “The 
Wedding March.” will be based 
upon the life and music of the 19th 
century German composer, Felix 
Mendelssohn. Bronislaw Kaper 
and Walter Jurmann collaborated 
on this work. Jack Robbins will 
publish both scores. 





way 


was | 
raised, he left the theatre, but was | 


| Franchises as legit talent agents 
were granted by Actors Equity 
_yesterday ‘Tues.) to three individ- 
uals, John E. Gibbs, Lucy Kroll 
jand Fred Robbins, of Robbins 
'Bros. The union turned down the 
applications of Mrs. Hattie King 
Reavis, William L. Stein, Beatrice 
Ames, Max Sonino, Kenneth Later | 
and Jack Saunders. 

Action was taken by the Equity 
council at its regular weekly meet- 
ing. 


Liberty Pays 
Back 756 of Its 
~ 2006 Investment 


With the payment of $50,000 to 
the backers last week, “Miss Lib- 
erty” has now returned $75,000 of 
its $200,000 investment. As of Nov 
1, it also had nearly $22,000 cash 
reserve, plus $18.500 in union 
bonds. That leaves about $85.000 
to be recouped before the show 
is out in the black. 

On the basis of recent weeks. 
the. Irving Berlin-Rohert, EF Sher. 
wood musical is getting an operat 
ing profit of about $9,500 a week 
At that rate it should climb into 
the clear by late December. How- 
ever, if the gross subsides during 
the annual pre-Christmas boxoffice 
lull, the money-back date may be 
delayed several weeks. 

Biggest operating expense for 
the production is the theatre rent- 
which amounts to a straight 

of the gross. Company pay- 
roll is a trifle over $8,400, while 
the show’s share is $2,100 for 
musicians and more than $2,300 
for stagehands. Wardrobe crew, 
pressagents, managers and office 
staff payroll is around $1,300 
Royalties are 10° for authors, 
3% for director and for 
choreographer. 


Life’s Sloughoff Of 
Sadler’s Wells Cues 
10G Wonder of It All 


Some managerial tempers ran 
high, a few journalistic eyebrows 
were raised, and some reputations 
sustained sad deflating over the 
weekend, as result of Life mag's 
four page spread on ballet. 


Sadler’s Wells Ballet, although 
referred to by Life as “the world’s 
finest company,” and responsible 
for ballet’s biggest renaissance in 
America, was brushed off with two 
small pictures on the fourth page, 
while Les Ballets de Paris got three 
full pages of pix. Mag insiders who 
knew that Life had been taking 
Sadler’s pictures, both in black and 
white and in color, over a period 
of 11 months, in London and N. Y., 
wondered at the $10,000 expense 
and the two-pic “heave.” Sadler's 
execs were bewildered, while the 
Sol Hurok office, which managed 
Sadler's U. S. visit, was burned up 

Seems that Life grabbed up all 
the time available after Sadler's 
arrived in N. Y., so that the Hurok 
onice turned other pix magazines 
down who asked for sessions with 
the troupe. Life had assured 
Hurok of a large Sadler's layout, 
and possibly the front cover. The 
mag had started taking photos of 
Sadler's in London last January, 
when its new ballet, “Cindereila.” 
was preemed. Then in May, Life 
sent photographer Gijon Mili to 
London for more pix, and about 
four or five sessions were held for 
him alone. Life covered the Sad- 
ler’s opening at the N. Y. Met and 
the reception at Mayor O’Dwyer’s 
house, and siill found itself in 
need of pix. Whereupon the Hurok 
office set up two more sessions at 
Mili’s studio, for about three 
hours, for Sadler's two stars, Mar- 
got Fonteyn and Moira Shearer. 

Result was a small pic of each 
of the two stars, and no spread or 
cover. Time magazine thought 
Sadier’s worthy of a four-page 
story in its current issue, with 
cover given ever to Miss Fonteyn 
which, according to the Hurok of- 
fice, makes the $10.000 mystery 
more mysterious Hurok himself 
is supposed to have despatched an 
indignant wire to publisher Henry 
Luce on the sloughoff, 
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Equity Franchises 3, 
Nixes 6 Legit Agents 


Production Expense Limit for Tryouts 


_ By CTP Brings Rap from Producers 


~ 





Equity Turns Down Bid 
On Road Concessions 


Actors Equity council gave a 
final turndown yesterday (Tues.) 
to the proposal by the League of 
N. Y. Theatres that the rules cover- 
ing touring shows be modified in 
the case of pop-price reviva's. The 
union had previousiy differed 
concession to apply to musical re- 
vials with a $2.50 top price (ex- 
cluding tax) and straight plays at 
$2 top (excluding tax), but the 
League countered with a bid to 
boost the scale on weekends to $3 
for musicals and $2.50 for plays. 

In turning down “further con- 
cessions,” the Equity council is- 
sued a statement saying that the 
League had taken too long to act 
on its original offer and that was 
“growing opposition” from the 
membership to the entire move to 
modify the road rules. 


a 


Harrison Gives 
wa © % BE eo? 
venniie Notice 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 15. 

Hopes of Playwrights Co. and 
Leland Hayward that Rex Harrison 
might continue tour of “Anne of 
Thousand Days” well into the sea- 
son were dashed here last week 
when star notified management 
that he will leave Maxwell Ander 
son drama at end of December. 
Show has been doing exceptionally 
well on the road, and at present 
pace should have paid back entire 
investment ‘it quit Broadway still 
a loser) by time Anderson pulls 
out. 

Although he and his wife, Lilli 
Palmer, are scheduled to make a 
picture in Italy, she will be tied 
up for a while in “Caesar and 
Cleopatra” with Sir Cedric Hard- 
wicke, and Harrison said here that 
if that attraction is a hit, he will 
go on ahead and work on screen 
play and some of the other details 
until Miss Palmer arrives to begin 
actual season. 

Harrison has definite stage plans 
again for next year, but the vehicle 
hasn't been determined yet. Emlyn 


Williams has submitted a_ play 
which he likes, but admits needs 
revision, and Terence Rattigan is 


also working on one with him in 
mind. 


Another star will be sought to 
fake over the costarring part of 
Henry VIII, opposite Joyce Red- 
man, for the balance of the season, 
a member of the Playwrights’ Co. 
said yesterday (Tues.). However, 
no ene is yet being considered for 
the assignment, 


Eddie (Gag Writer) Davis 


‘ ] 
Has ‘Brooklyn’ Revue 

Eddie Davis is readying a revue, 
“So This Is Brooklyn,” which is set 
to preem at Brandt's Flatbush the- 
atre, Brooklyn, on Brooklyn Day, 
which next year falls on June 10. 

Davis, 
turned radio gag writer, recently 
returned to New York from Tucson, 
where he maintains a year-round 
home. 

Following “Brooklyn,” Davis will 
work on another revue, “Got News 
For You,” on which Al Robin will 
collaborate. 








Bordoni Tuner In 


Pittsburgh Revival : 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 15. 

Production of touring “Lady 
From Paris” is being built here at 
Nixon theatre, where musica! will 
open week of Dec. 5. Furth Ul- 
man, the designer. served for two 
seasons as rcenic director for local 
summer opera company. 

Franz Steiniger, whe worked 
with Ullman in local al fresco pro- 
ductions, is producing “Lady,” a 
new version of “Music In My 
Heart,” which Broadway saw in 
1947. It'll feature Irene Bordoni 





The Mask & Dagger Society, 
dramatic society at the U. of New 
Hampshire, opened its 27th season 
last week with Maxwell Anderson's 
“High Tor.” 


the former hackie who | 


Limit recently set by the Com- 
|mittee of Theatrical Producers on 
jexpense accounts for production 
‘personnel of Broadway shows dur- 
ing road tryouts is causing divided 
comment in the trade. In general, 
most authors and directors ap- 
parently accept the idea, but some 
producers are openly critical. It's 
now a question whether CTP mem- 
bers are bound to conform to the 
policy 


¥ 


Stipulated limit {s $15 = day for 
authors and directors, and $20 for 
producers. There was reportedly 
considerable joking about the new 
setup at a recent meeting of the 
Dramatists Guild, particularly over 
the provision that alcoholic drinks 
may not be included in expenses 
charged to the production. Prevail- 
ing attitude among the playwrights 
and, as far as known, among di- 
reciors, is that they're willing to 
accept the ruling as long as others 
observe it. 

Howe, er, 
members 


of the 
the 

and 

particular, is 
istic. Since the specified amount 
must include hotel bills, it would 
be virtually out of the question for 
the director or even the producer 
to have a suite where production 
comfabe  esuld he hela 


CTP 
limit of 
$15 for 
unreal- 


some 
claim that 
$20 for producers 
directors, in 


other angles make the whole idea 


impractical, it’s argued 
While everyone agrees that lux- 
ury items like personai long-dis- 


tance phone calls and wires, flow- 
ers, living expenses and purchases 
for wives should not be allowed, 
some producers feel that the speci- 
fied limits will prove to be penny- 
wise and pound-foolish. They be- 
lieve that any economies that in- 
terfere with the efforts of the pro- 
ducer, director, author and other 
key people to work out the best 
possible show are bound to defeat 
the purpose of the tryout. In any 


‘Continued on page 70) 
Paris Break-In, Then 
Broadway Planned 
By Arthur Lesser 


Arthur Lesser is planning Pari- 
sian break-ins for shows that will 
later preem in the U. S._ Lesser, 
who returned from a short trip 


to France last week. disclosed that 
he's planning a revue starring the 
Bernard Bros. for fall presentation 
in Paris. 

Lesser feels that a show can be 
tested in France for a fraction of 
its cost in America, and can be 
imported to this country intact, 
with total costs still lower than if 
the whole production were done 
in the U. S. 

Lesser is planning a legit pro- 
duction of “Ninotchka.” which 
Metro filmed years ago with Greta 
Garbo. According to present plans, 
Lesser hopes to have two shows 
going at all times, one in the U. S. 
and one in Paris. 

Lesser is currently associated 
with the Shuberts in the presenta- 
tion of Le Petit Paris ballet, which 
he imported intact from France. 


Q’NEILL’S ‘DESIRE’ AS 
MORTON GOULD TUNER 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 15. 

Morton Gould, here for first 
local performance of his “Spiritu- 
als for String Choir and Orches- 
tra” by Pittsburgh Symph under 
Victor de Sabata, revealed that his 
next project for the theatre would 
be a musical version of Eugene 
O'Neill's “Desire Under the Elms.” 
It won't be in operatic form, how- 
ever, composer said 

So far Gould hasn't made any 
arrangements for a collaborator to 
write the book. Before starting 
on “Desire,” he's going to wait 
until Theatre Guild has launched 
“Pursuit of Happiness” tuner, for 
which he did the score. Although 
that show goes into rehearsal in 
another fortnight, Gould still has 
considerable revisions to do on his 
SONES. 


Dinelli’s Debut Play 


“The Man,” initial play authored 


by screenwriter Mel Dinelli, will 
start rehearsals Dec 12 in New 
York as a Kermit Ploomgarden 
production Legiter is slated to 
open early in 1950 

Dinelli wrote “The Window” and 


“The Spiral Staircase,” both RKO 
films 
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Metopera Shifts Execs, Talent 


Columbus, O. (14-16); Murat, In-| 
As It P eps Its aso dianapolis (17-19); Taft Aud., Cin- | 
r cinnati (21-26). 





The Metropolitan Opera Assn.,¢ 


opening its 65th season in N. Y. Eye D.C. Locate 


next Monday (21), starts the new 
season with several adininistrative For Sesqui Pageant 
Washington, Nov. 15. 


as well as talent changes, with 
more important switches slated for 

Dramatist Paul Green headed a 
delegation who trekked in from 


the following (1950-51) season. 

Edward Johnson, Met's general 
manager for 15 years, will retire New York the past week to hud- 
in June, to be replaced by Rudolf dle on plans for an outdoor amphi- 
Bing. This fall. however, two im- theatre for town’s projected Ses- 


portant officials have left. F. P. qui-Centennial. Theatre is being 
Keppel, who was controiler for a piained to be the scene of a Pau: 


Green historical pageant on the 
life of George Washington and the 
early history of the capital, along 
was with the Met about three sea- the lines of playwright’s “Com- 
sons, left last spring to return to mon Glory” and “Lost Coiony.” 
WOR, N. Y., in a new capacity @& pjans for the amphitheatre are 
v.p. in charge of programs. slated to be placed before the Fine 

Reginald Allen, onetime man- arts Commission of the National 
ager of the Philadelphia Orch, has Capital Parks in the near future, 
joined the Met, and will handle according to Edward Boykin, 4di- 
Seebach's duties, which largely rector of the Sesqui commission. 
covered labor problems, contracts, Site of the theatre is on city park 
etc. Keppel’s work will ‘e taken property. 


number of years, quit in Septem- 
ber and is now in Europe with the 
ECA. Julius F. Seebach, Jr., who 








over by acting controller Henry Committees of experts athe 
A. Fise pone = the Aion. — viewed the site and advised on 
—_ s —_ ing = = 7 . Met building of the amphitheatre con- 
obinson, tormer leg p.a., vie : . ow to nae : 
sists of stage designer Donald 
tour director. ao = h. “ Oenslager, sound expert Harold 
his two a aay = ‘Prank g, Burriss-Meyer and dighting special- 
agers aidi ; i : 1? . vo oe 
7 a ist Stanley McCandless. 
Leger, who is in charge of rep- — . : 
ertory, and Earle R. Lewis, in 








Production 


charge 
is back after several years’ ab- 
“Magdalena.” The Met has a new With Muny Authorities 
lea. and several additions to the Opera company scraped another 
“Song of Norway” in 1944-45 and threatened to keep “Student 
The Met will do 18 weeks of fees long overdue. Crisis was tem- 
are the same as last, with a $7.50 officials who decided to give or- 
son thinks prices will have to go operetta and also on its current 
dency away from private support Before the curtain finally went 
the Met is to continue,” he says. ments to the city, which operates 
‘ROBERTS’ SMASH IN extra services. 
“Mr. Roberts.” at the 1,200-seat three tune-shows were so slim that 
$20,600 at $4.20 top, with sellouts tW° productions, according to Paul 
This was the first legiter of the cidentals to the group's indebted- 
lander of Deiroit. Blackstone, the ing James A. Butler, secretary- 
| final two shows to pay off outstand- 
talent, Shoe String Productions, 
with all proceeds going to the ——s Continued from page 69 Soe 
being sponsored by Harry Brandt, empt from the per-day limit isn’t 
Initial presentation will be “Mack accounts. 
Gordon. Show will be presented garded as unnecessary costs of 


The es etied nine new Cleveland Light Opera 
sence in legit, having played lead- 
ballet master in Alexander Gavri- Cleveland, Nov. 15. 
musical staff. One of the latter is sharp reef last week when com- 
a number of performances of “The Prince” from opening until reper- 
opera in N. Y. this season, as porarily bypassed after sponsors 
top weekdays and a $6 top for ganization a chance to climb out of 
up next year. “Increase in theatri- production of “Carmen Jones,” 
has presented monumental prob- up on “Student Prince,” its back- 
| Public Music Hall. Rental is $400 
Although the Cleveland 500 de- 
TOLEDO WITH $20,600 posited $6,500 in advance for use 
Town Hall theatre, Nov. 7 to 12, group found itseif in financial dif- 
the last three evening perform- Hurd, commissioner of Public Hall, 
current season at the Town Hall, | ness. 
Magician, is booked for Town Hall | treasurer of the 500, are still hope- 
N.Y. Musical Showcase = '"¢ P's 
off Broadway operation, plans put- 
Madison House Settlement and case, they say, the proviso that 
Ray Bolger, Vincent Lopez, Rob- sensible, as that is one of the most 
Donald’s Dream,” with book by | Idea of the limit on expense ac- 
at the Carl Fisher Concert Hall, out-of-town tryouts. It's estimated 


singers. In addition, Irra Petina Co. Has Tough Sledding 
ing roles in “Song of Norway” and 
lov, a new conductor in Jonel Per- Hard-pressed Cleveland 500 light 
Julius Burger, who conducted missioner of civic auditorium 
Rape of Lucretia” last season. tory group paid part of the rental 
against 16 weeks last year. Prices had several conferences with city 
the popular Saturday nights. John- the red on the Sigmund Romberg 
cal production costs and the ten- which runs through Sunday (20). 
lems that have to be solved if ers were $7,800 in arrears in pay- 
DTC? Cl per performance, plus $475 for 
Toledo Nov. 15. of hall, attendance for its first 
with two matinees, bettered a hot ficulties at the midway mark. Last 
ances. will add $15,600 for rental and in- 
which is operated by David Neder-| Angels behind the series, includ- 
for four shows, Nov. 14-16. 'ful of netting enough from the 
Formed as a showcase for new 
ting on one new musical a month, 
Grand Street Settlement. Group is “entertainment” expenses are ex- 
ert Joseph and Frank Satenstein. commonly abused items in expense 
Milton Ward and music by Mark counts is to reduce what are re- 
N. Y.,. for three performances be- that the living expenses of produ- 


ginning Nov. 23. cers, directors and authors (and 
_ their wives) sometimes run as 
Total outlay for the preem pro high as $4,500-$5,.000 for some 


duction will run about $400. “The 
Working Girl” will be offered in 
December. No other musicals have 
been lined up as yet. 


‘Summer’ $14,700, St. L. 


St. Louis, Nov. 15. 


to a fraction of that amount. All 
such savings would increase the 
show's cash reserve and provide a 
cushion for the all-important New 
York run. 
The CTP is figuring to make an 
“Sun ” - even greater reduction in tryout 
mixed reviews woud ip ia mink costs by working out an arrange 
week stand Saturday (12) with ment whereby authors, directors 
over $14,700 for eight perform- and stars getting a percentage of 
ances. ad —_ ee a smaller 
‘Straight salary during pre-Broad- 
PS ee house was scaled way tours. Since such a setup 
“Finian’s Rainbow,” delayed by would presumably enhance the 
a three-day jump from San Fran- Broadway chances of shows and 
cisco, opens a four-day, six-per- ©®Courage more production, thus 
formance stand at the American increasing employment, it's figured 
tomorrow (16) and already has that the Dramatists Guild may ap- 
been booked for a return one- prove it and that most directors 





weeker starting Dec. 4. There's a and stars, whose acceptance would 
fine advance for the show’s first be a matter of individual contract, 
visit. imay go along. 





shows, and it’s hoped to cut this. 


Current Road Shows 


(Nov. 14-26) 
“Anne of 1,000 Days”—Hartman 


“At War With Army”—Harris, 
Chi. (14-26). ; 
| “Barretts of Wimpole Street”— 
| Shea's, Erie (14); Shea's, Ashta- 
bula, O. (15); Colonial, Akron (16); 
Hartman, Columbus (17-19); Amer- 
‘ican, St. Louis (21-26). 

“Blossom Time”—Opera Houge, 
Boston (14-19); Shubert, Phila. 
(21-26). 

“Brigadoon” — Royal Alexandra, 
Toronto (14-19); Hanna, Cleve. (21- 
26). 


“Closing Door”’—Wilbur, Boston 
(14-26). - 

“Clutterbuck” — Shubert, New 
Haven (24-26). 


“Death Of a Salesman”—Erlang- 
er, Chi (14-26). 

“Detective Story” — Blackstone, 
Chi. (14-26). 

“Finian’s Rainbow” — American, 
St. Louis (16-19); Great Northern, 
Chi. (21-26). 

“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes”— 
Forrest, Phila. (17-26). 

“High Button Shoes”—Royal 
Victoria, Victoria, B. C. (14-16); 
Temple, Tacoma (18); Metropolitan, 
Seattle (19-26). 

“Inside U.S.A.”—Omaha, Omaha 
(14-16): KRNT theatre, Des Moines 
(17-19): Aud., Denver (21-26). 

“Kiss Me, Kate”—Shubert, Chi 
(14-26). 

“Light Up the Sky”’—Shubert- 


| Lafayette, Detroit (14-26). 


“Man Who Came to Dinnrer’— 


Walnut, -Phila. (14-19); Plymouth 
Boston (21-26). 

“Metropole”—Ford's, Balto (14 
19); Walnut, Phila. (21-26). 


“Mister Roberts’—Cass, Detroit 
(14-26). 

“Night in Spain’—Shubert, 
oo. (14-19); Shubert, Boston (21- 

6). 

“Oklahoma!”’—Fox, Butte, Mont 
(14); Wilma, Missoula, Mont. (15): 
Capitol, Yakima, Wash. (17-19); In- 
ternational Cinema, Vancouver (21- 
26). 

“Philadelphia Story” — WRVA 
theatre, Richmond (16-19); Locust, 
Phila. (21-26). 

“Private Lives”—Bushnell Aud.. 
Hartford (14); Court Square, 
Springfield, Mass. (15-16); Shubert, 
New Haven (17-19); Ford’s Balto. 
(21-26). 

“Rat Race” — Colonial, Boston 
(24-26). 

Sadler’s Wells Ballet — Royal 
Alexandra, Toronto (24-26). 

“Scandals”—Geary, San Fran- 
cisco (14-26). 

“Signor Chicago”—Locust, Phila. 
(14-19). . 

“Streetcar Named Desire”—Par- 
amount, Austin (15-16); Texas, San 
Antonio (17-19); Music Hall, Hous- 
ton (21-26). 

“Student Prince”—Lyric, Allen- 
town, Pa. (14); Aud., Pottsville, Pa. 


(15); Rajah, Reading, Pa. (16); 
Playhouse, Wilmington (17-18): 
Community, Hershey, Pa. (19); 


Nixon, Pittsburgh (21-26). 

__ “Summer and Smoke” — Cox, 
_ Cincinnati (14-19); Memorial Aud., 
Louisville (20); Fairbanks, Spring- 
field, O. (21); Murat, Indianapolis 
| (22-23); Hartman, Columbus, O. 
| (24-26). 

| Webster-Shakespeare — Grinnell 
(Ia.) Highschool (14): Ames (Ia.) 
| Highschool (15); la. State Teachers 
College, Cedar Rapids (16); Wisc. 
| Union theatre, Madison (17-18): 
College of St. Teresa, Winona, 
Minn. (19-20); Macalester College 
Gym, St. Paul (21); State Teachers 
College Aud., Mankato, Minn. (22): 
Davidson, Milwaukee (24-26), 


The Edge of the Sword 


First in a series of six plays to 
be offered by the Abbe Practical 
Workshop this season, George Bel- 
iak’s “The Edge of the Sword” fal- 
‘ters as dramatic entertainment. 
Put on last week for three per- 
formances (9-11) at the Master 
theatre, N. Y., the play presents 
the author's theory that the Nazis 
are still active in U. S. zone of 
Germany. But Bellak has resorted 





to stock characters and some tired | 


dialog. 


Guesting with the group’s regu- 
lar performers, Katherine Sergava 
and Kurt Richards handled the 
lead roles capably. Miss Sergava’s 
portrayal of a stereotyped Nazi 
party member was properly hate- 
ful, while Richards gave a sympa- 
thetic performance as a German 
soldier ready to return to civilian, 
life after being released from a 
prison camp. June Bianca was 
convincing as a German girl will- 
ing to prostitute herself for a bar 
of chocolate. As a German veteran 
of World War I, William Diamond 
gave a capable performance as a 
man easily able to adjust himself 
to conditions Richard Venture 
— okay as the U. S. Army cap- 
tain 


Herbert V. Gellendre capably | 
directed while Clay Watson de- | 


serves @ special nod for coming up 
‘with an artistic set. 


Plays Out of Town 


warped mental processes that pune. 
tuate so mary of our modern-day 
crimes of violence. In the midst of 


Metropole 
Wilmington, Nov. 10. 


| Max Gordon production of comedy 
three acts by William Walden. Stars Lee 
| Tracy. Staged by George S. Kaufman; 
| setting, Edward Gilbert, costumes, Bianca 
| Stroock. At Playhouse, Wilmington, Nov. 
| 10-12, "49; $3.60 top. 


EL, « «os 534656800 due John Glendinning 
Miss Merriam ........... Frances Waller 
Stumm cs + penis e hae a Henry Jones 
| Frederick M. Hill........ , Lee Tracy 
UD. . cccccecees Jane Seymour 
is cnetins.cnewrke’é Reed Brown, Jr. 


Edith Atwater 
Jean Carson 


Miss Harrington....... ; 
Lois Dantine 


Mr. Young............Malcolm Lee Beggs 
Crowell oe Reynolds Evans 
DL. .cccss ans 0oe60 Royal Dano 


Arlene Francis 
George Cotton, Lee 
Parry 


Carolyn Hopewell... 
Furniture Movers 





As now set up, “Metropole” is a 
disappointment. And without Lee 
Tracy as star it would be even more 
so. Plenty of work is ahead for 
writer William Walden and direc- 
tor George S. Kaufman if this one 
is to make a Broadway debut. Play 
in present form doesn’t stand much 
of a chance. 

Principal trouble seems te be a 
flimsy plot, the author depending 
more on characterization than story 
to hold audience aitention. Many 
of the lines and some of the situ- 
ations are laugh-getters but there 
is a lot of corn scattered through- 
out. 

Tracy plays the eccentric editor 
of Metropole, a slick magazine with 
a startling resemblance to the New 
Yorker. The editor has a wide va- 
riety of troubles ranging from ul- 
cers to financial. Another pub- 
lisher decides tc- bring out a riya! 
magazine and starts raiding Tracy's 
staff, including one of his ex-wives. 
The battle to save Metropole pro- 
vides the rest of the plot, but the 
audience is never given a chance 
to get really concerned over the 
magazine's fate. 

Despite Kaufman's knowing di- 
rection, the first two acts are slow- 
paced, with nothing much going on 
until the third stanza, by far the 
best part of the show. 

Tracy is in top form as the har- 
assed ed, the only full blown role 
in the play. The rest are mostly 
bits, but they are expertly handled. 
Fortunately, the star is onstage the 
greater part of the time but it 
takes more than one good perform- 
ance to keep a play moving. 

Arlene Francis and Edith At- 
water, the leading femmes, have 
little chance to demonstrate their 
ability. Miss Francis plays a gla- 
mor-girl friend of the editor who 
helps save the magazine. As the ex- 
wife who has deserted to the 
enemy, Miss Atwater has a larger 
role and, needless to say, sees the 
error of her ways and returns to 
the right magazine before the final 
curtain. 
| Jean Carson garners chuckles as 


a dumb blonde who for some myste- | 


rious reason is-the editor's fiancee. 


| 
' 


It is never cleared up whether she 


or the penitent ex-wife land the 
ed. Jane Seymour has practically 
nothing to do as a writer—two 
speeches being her share in the 
proceedings. 

The best characterizations are 
scattered through the male contin- 
gent. Reynolds Evans, Royal Dano, 
Henry Jones, and Malcolm Lee 
Beggs all score as quaint person- 
ages of the magazine world. 

Edward Gilbert's dingy, cluttered 
editor's office-setting is in marked 
contrast to the magazine’s smart- 
ness, with Bianca Stroock’s femi- 
nine finery providing the only 
splashes of color. Klep. 


The Closing Door 


New Haven, Nov. 10. 
Cheryl Crawford production of melo- 

drama in two acts (four scenes) by 

Alexander Knox. Co-stars Knox and Doris 


Nolan. Directed by Lee Strasberg: set- 
ting. Paul Morrison; costumes, obert 
Stevenson. Opened at Shubert theatre. 
New Haven, Nov. 10, ’49; $3.60 top. 

SS OED aaa Doris Nolan 
Deven TOROPR...........- Jack Dimond 
ii gn a a aN Jo Van Fleet 
Rare Alexander Knox 
Ollie Stevenson........... . John Shellie 
itis + seeeeees : Eva Condon 
Doctor Harriman....... Richard Boone 
| Basil Johnson-........ Ronald Alexander 
Don PERT) ShCCe a ReeEs: Randolph Echols 





“The Closing Door” can open to 
a friendly critical reception on 
Broadway if the production tid- 
dleywinks now being indulged in 
can flip the promising individual 
pieces into the receptable that now 
holds the basic elements of an in- 
teresting psychopus. Good fodder 
for the meller mill is there. The 
answer lies in the threshing. Its 
chances should be enhanced by a 
scarcity of competition in this par- 
ticular category. 

An absorbing second act, set in 
motion by a strong first-act cur- 
tain, provides some good, tense 
chiller material but there’s plenty | 
of leeway for improvement in the 
first stanza to create a quicker-| 
action fuse for th® later fireworks. 
“Door” is the type of script that 
requires extremely tight writing. 

arrying a theme which, a dec-| 
ade ago, might have been regarded | 
as contrived, scri 


‘an accurate ection of the’ 


| pathos have 


impresses as tiny community come to a 


a youthful indiscretion, Vai 
_hern had been surprised by a —_ 
terious flashlight picture-snapper 
Later the negative was offered for 
sale. Young Trahern bought it 
through his brother Hector as in. 
termediary, using the money he 
had saved to put himself through 
college. It turned out subsequently 
that Hector himself had taken the 
picture and he used the money 
milked from Vail, for his own edu. 
cation, eventually becoming a syb. 
stantial financial success. 


Play opens some years later 
with Vail, practically broke and in 
a progressively weakening mental 
state, now married and the father 
of a boy whose chief hobby is pho- 
tography. Vail trips over a photo 
lighting rigup set by his son and 
the resultant flash brings back all 
the bitterness of the earlier epi- 
sode. He almost kills his own son 
thing he is Hector. but the quick 
thinking he is Hectcr, but the quick 
venes in time to save the boy and 
lay the groundwork for mental 
treatment for Vail. 


Aside from an occasional windy 
passage, a fault not uncommon 
among actors who create their own 
wordage, Alexander Knox has con- 
tributed an ingeniously-conceived, 
well written story. Considerable 
of the dialog is excellent from a 


philosophical standpoint, aside 
from its absorbing content from 
the mental case history angele 
Noteworthy is the fact that no 
stereotyped lines or characters 
have been introduced for phony 


comedy relief. On the thesp end, 
Knox matches his scrivening qual- 
ities with a sensitive, understand- 
ing performance as the mental 
deficient. 

Doris Nolan totes the burden of 
interpreting the harried wife and 
mother, an assignment which she 
does creditably. She gives proper 
restraint to a role that could easily 
involve scenery-mastication. Sup- 
port, generally good, runs from 
well-handled bits by Jo Van Fleet, 
John Shellie and Eva Condon, to 
more substantial roles capably 
done by Richard Boone, as a fam- 
ily doctor, and Jack Dimond, as the 
Trahern son. Ronald Alexander 
lacks variety of expression, and 
Randolph Echols completes the 
cast with a walk-through. 

Direction, which involves a host 
of technical cues, has carried the 
play to an interesting stage thus 
far. Careful reweaving of some 
questionable threads will be the 
order of the day from here on. A 
very workable set is a good aid to 
playing values. Bone. 


This Is My Valley 
Pittsburgh,—Nov. 12. 


Pittsburgh Playhouse production of 
comedy in two acts (nine scenes) by Dor- 
othy Rood Stewart. Pirected and de- 
signed by Fred Burleigh. At Playhouse, 
Nov. 5-Dec. 3, ‘49. 

Mrs. Rubec Ruth Nirella 
Martha Waller.......... 


Phyllis Jones 


Lissa Hoffman.......... Martha Morrison 
Eddie Rubec ............_ Sammy Jones 
Norah McDonnell..... Pamela Gordon 
Mary Downey......... Barbara Ann Davis 
Dolph Metzer............ Richard Snyder 
Hallie Rubec............. Carol Singleton 
SE ME, ¢650060000%6d Saryl Zagerson 
Franz Metzer............. Tommy Crater 
sa . Lois Rubia 
Violet Rubec ........ Joan Ann Erdeljac 


Susan Jacobs ......... Ruth Ohnsman 
Penelope Davis....... Marlene Hodgkiss 
Hubert Reiss ......... ..+... John Walsh 
EY MEE, 50s 06h 66608 Linda White 
RRsat Clinton Roberts 


Beatrice Sharpe 
Robert Grass 
John Phifer 


BD GOED. . oc ccccees 
Wilhelm Metzer ‘eneae 
Cameron McDonnell......... 


Uncle Sam Casside ..Ted McLain 
Gramma _ Critchlow........ Anne Rich 
Mrs. McDonnell , Pearl Hipps 

Parents: Mary Elizabeth Erdeliac, 


Blanche Davis. Agnes Hodgkiss, Geral- 
dine White, Don Nicholson, Donald Rob- 
erts and Eva May Neison. 





Over the years, Fred Burleigh, 
director of Pittsburgh Playhouse, 
has been trying out original plays 
by local authors occasionally, but 
he’s never been able to strike gold. 
This is discounting, of course, the 
Charlie Gaynor revues the Play- 
house used to do annually, which 
were later assembled into the 


| Broadway hit, “Lend An Ear.” In 


“This Is My Valley,” however, the 
old jinx comes to an end. 

This is a play of considerable 
merit, and with some fixing here 
and there (no major surgery re 
quired) could easily be a Broadway 
prospect. Some of the writing i” 
the early sections is uneven, an 
the climactic moment needs 4 
more decisive device, but other- 
wise Mrs. Stewart has penned & 
touching drama. , 

In content and design, piece 
often resembles Emlyn Williams 
“Corn Is Green,” but Mrs. Stewart 
has expressed the same spirit and 
courage in terms of substantial 
Americana, and her play frequently 
reaches deeper. ts scenes 90 
ramatic integrity, a" 
the humor has a rolling gait. 


of the action takes place in a tiny 


Oregon schoolroom of 1907, where 
the heartaches and pleasures, of d 


(Continued on page 72) 














Numi 
Total 
Total 
Total 
Numl 


Num! 
Total 
Total 
Seasc 
eesmeneaeenn 


Det 


Oil ¢ 
week b 
enablin; 
rovem 
ith th 
while “‘) 
of Sale 
figures. 
ond we 
week, t! 
erix rep 
Sadle 
Nov. i3 
House, 
$100,00¢ 
sold-out 
formanc 

ating 

tlegs 
high as 

“Fini 
21 at Gi 

Esti 

“At WV 
Grd we 
last wee 
“Dete 
(2nd we 
ing up 
$15,300. 
“Deat 
(8th wee 
$22,900. 
“Kiss 
week) | 
capacity 
Sadle 
Opera } 
vance 
capacily 


FINIA 
SCA 


“Finia 
Yule an 
Sat. (12 
the 1,77 


of publ 
critical | 
Arthur :; 
to a $3. 
a fair § 


Okla! 


Gi 

The t 
Up a sti 
Civie a 
night (1 


on uy 
house 























Wednesday, November 16, 1949 


VARIETY 


LEGITIMATE Zi 





Total Legit Grosses | 


The following are the comparative figures based on Vaniery’s 


poroffice estimates for last week (the 24th week of the season) | 
end the corresponding week of last season: 


This Last 

BROADWAY Season Gente 

mber of shows current....... hidihe ees 23 22 

wer weeks played so far by all shows ... 383 456 
Total gross for all current shows last week $577,100 $609,200 | 


Total season's gross so far by all shows 
Number of new productions so far ... 13 23 


$10,637.500 $10,911,600 


ROAD 
(Excluding Stock) 


Number of current touring shows 
Total weeks played so far by all 


Total road gross reported last week 


Season's tota! roac..gross so far 


reported 25 30 
shows 326 478 
$469 500 $658 800 








Detective Story’ $15,300, Chi: 


‘Salesman’ $22,900, ‘Kate’ $52,700 


. Chicago, Nov. 15. ¢ 
Oil convention in first part of ' 
week balanced a foggy weekend, 
enabling grosses to show slight im- 
rovement over last week. “At War 
ith the Army” picked up a bit, 
while “Kiss Me, Kate” and “Death 
of Salesman” held at last week's 
figures. “Detective Story,” in sec- 
ond week. ganied over n.s.g. first 
week, through word-of-mouth and 
erix reports. 

Sadler's Wells Ballet opened 
Nov. 13 at the Chi Civie Opera 
House, having chalked up nearly 
$100,000 in advances, besides being 
sold-out for practically every per- 
formance. New York story is re- 

ating itself with the ballet, with 

tleggers selling tickets for as 
high as $20. 

“Finian’s Rainbow” returns Nov 
21 at Great Northern theatre. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“At War With the Army,” Harris 
(3rd week) (1,000; $3.71). Up over 
last week to $11,000. 


“Detective Story,” Blackstone 
(2nd week) (1,358; $4.40). Also com- 
ing up after ns.g. first week; 
$15,300. 


“Death of a Salesman,” Frianger 
(8th week) (1,334; $4.33). Holding at 
$22.900. 

“Kiss Me, Kate.” Shubert (‘7th 


week) (2,100; $6.18). Still doing 
capacity at $52,700, 

Sadler's Wells Ballet, Civic 
Opera House (3.593; $3.71). Ad- 
vance of over $90,000, with 


capacity $103,000 expected. 





FINIAN’ OK $30,600, 
‘SCANDALS’ 126, FRISCO 


San Francisco, Nov. 15. 
“Finian’s Rainbow.” with Joe 
Yule and Marilyn Day, shuttered 
Sat. (12) after its third stanza at 
the 1,775-seat Curran, chalking up 
a strong $30,600. 
“George White's Scandal'’s of 
1950” opened Tuesday (8) at the 
1.550-seat Geary with a maximum 
of pubi®ity and a minimum of 
critical enthusiasm. Opus, starring 
Arthur and Patricia Lake, is scaled 
to a $3.60 top. First week showed 
a fair $12,000. 


! $28,600 In 
Week of One-Niters 


Great Falls, Mont., Nov. 15. 


The touring “Oklahoma!” wound 
up a string of one-nighters at the 
Civic auditorium here Saturday 
night (12) with a total gross of 
more than $28,600 for the week. 
Other stands played during the 
week were the Civic auditorium, 

rek, N. D.; the Babcock, Bill- 
pe. Mont., and the Marlow, He- 


- 





Theatre Guild musical is divid- 
ing this week between Missoula, 
ont., and Yakima, Wash. 


‘Student Prince’ Mild 
$16,000 in Baltimore 


Baltimore, Nov. 15. 


“The Student Prince” made an 
oft-repeated visit to Ford’s here 
week and hung up a fairly 
800d $16,000. Weekend was ¢a- 
pacity. 

At the indie-booked Maryland. 
which is again essaying a policy of 
unrestricted admission to Negroes, 

ne Respectful Prostitute,” tied 
to “The Happy Journey,” reported 
a +. $10,000 and a h.o. for an 
additional week. Opening night 
bally had Joe Louis, Canada Lee 
and Fredi Washington on hand to 

int uplifting ef racial barriers 
house. 
mioe Tracy, in Max Gordon’s pro- 
tion of “Metropole,” by William 
lulah Bi; went a at Ford’s. Ta!l- 
a %end in “Pri i - 
follows’ ep ¢ of. in, Watyate Lives 








peen ‘a sirong Corneil town. 


‘Winter Kill’ Poor 
$2,200 in Los Angeles 


Los Angeles, Nov. 15 
Only thing playing here now is 
“Winter Kill.” new play by Steve 
Fisher, at the Las Palmas thea- 
tre. Offering hasn't much chance, 

however 

Estimate for Last Week 
“Winter Kill,” Las Paimas. (388: 
$3.60) ‘Six days’ ‘ist week So 

far, it looks like a poor $2,200 


Signor Chicago’ 


SADLER’S WELLS 1006 


DLER'S WELLS 1006 Grid Mobs, Holidays Boost B’way: 
Lunts SRO $31,700, ‘Regina’ $32,600, 
Stars’ $26,000, ‘Love Me’ Doubtful 


| 


Toronto, Nov. 15. 


Biggest mail order avalanche in | 


‘the 42-year history of the Royal 


Alexandra (1.525) saw over $100.- 
000 in the box office couple of days 


after first announcement of To- 


ronto engagement of Sadler's Wells 
Ballet, in for nine days commenc- 


,ing Nov. 24. 


“Brigadoon” ‘current) was also 
a sellout here a week in advance 
and has broken the house record 
it set on its first visit here week 
of March 28. At $4.80 top, that’s 
$39.552 as against $36,144 But at 
$3 top opening night and subse- 
quently $4.80 top. Sadler's Wells 
Ballet will gross an assured $59.- 
239 to beat the “Brigadoon” gross 
and house record Over $50,000 
in mail orders are being returned 
by a trebled boxoffice staff 

Despite the Canadian-American 
dollar differential. Royal Alexan- 
dra here has been enjoying an 
amazing season, with exception of 
“Light Up the Sky.” and is booked 
solid to January With lukewarm 
reviews, “Sky” did a disappoint- 
ing $9.800. with 1,.525-seater scaled 
at $3.60 top 


‘Texas Fair $22,000, 
‘Father’ Nice $12,700, 
Tallu $21.300, Boston 


Boston. Nov. 15 


Only newcomer to Hub’'s legit 
scene last week was the perennial 
“Blossom Time” at spacious Opera 
House. “Texas, Li'l Darlin’,” hold- 
ing another week at the Colonial, 


jis still doing fairly well 


Tepid 76, Phila.: 
Dinner $14,500 


Philadelphia, Nov. 15 

When the musicalized “Gentle- 
men Prefer Blondes” preems at 
the Forrest Thursday night (17) 
Philly will have its four regula 
legit houses open at once for the 
first time this year. And, from 
present indications. this situation 
will continue to exist up to the 
holidays 

Last week's biz was fairly satis- 
factory without being exceptional. 
The weekend trade was flushed by 
football crowds, especially those in 
town for the Penn-Army game, but 
earlier in the week the general at- 
tendance was nothing to write 
home about. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Signor Chicago.” Forrest (lst 
week! (1.500; $3.25). Notices for 
this tryout were fair. but biz was 
less than that; about $7,000. 

“Man Who Came to Dinner,” | 
Walnut (lst week) (1,340; $3.25). 
Best biz of the lot although not 
terriffic. Revival. with Monty 
Woolley in his original role, drew 
about $14,500. 

“A Night in Spain,” Shubert (Ist 
week) (1.877; $3.90). Revue, former- 
ly titled “Cabalgata.” opened Wed- 
nesday night (9), got good notices 
all around but proved pretty arty 
for the rank and file; $9,000 for five 
performances. 


‘CLOSING DOOR’ FAIR 
$5,500 IN NEW HAVEN 


New Haven, Nov. 15. 

Breakin of “The Closing Door” 
at the Shubert last weekend was 
only fair. At a $3.60 top on four 
performances, gross Was an ap- 
proximate $5,500. 

Current last half is “Private | 
Lives” (17-19), then next week 
gets “Clutterbuck” for a three-day 
stand (24-26). 

A number of tryouts are listed 
for preems here in the — 
eral weeks. tentative lineup being 
“As You Like It” ‘Dee. 7-10), 
“Dance Me a Song” ‘Dec. 21-24), 
“The Enchanted” ‘Dec. 28-31), 
“Happy Time” ‘Jan. 4-7). 





° ° 
Blackstone’s Magic 
$11,000 in Cleveland 
Cleveland, Nov. 15. 
Blackstone, the magician, con- 
jured a satisfying $11,000 into the 
Hanna's strong-box in nine per- 
formances at $2.50 top last week. 
By giving extra Sunday matinee, 
magic revue almost matched his 
take here last vear. ‘ . 
Katharine Cornell's “That Lady, 
current at Hanna. got off hook with 
excellent advance sale of $15,000 
at $3.70 top as a result of favor- 
able reports that trickled througn 
from Detroit This always has 


“The Closing Door,” with Alex- 
ander Knox and Doris Nolan, 
preemed here Mon. (14) for two- 
week stand 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Private Lives” Shubert 2nd 
week 1.750; $3.60) Tallulah 
Bankhead got a fine $21,300 tor 
the second and final week 

“Texas, Li'l Darlin’,” Colonial 
(2nd week) (1.500: $4.80). Held to 
about $22.000+for second week. with 
about the same in view for current 
and final week. 

“The Father,” Plymouth (2nd 
week) (1.200: $3.60 Revival 
copped nearly $12.700 for its sec- 
ond stanza. giving it a total of al- 
most $20,000 for the 10-day stand 

“Blossom Time” Opera House 
(Ist week) (3.000: $3.60). Perennial 
operetta revival got about $19,000; 
second and final week current. 


‘ANNE’-HARRISON NEAT 
$29,600 IN PITTSBURGH 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 15. 

“Anne of the Thousand Days” 
gave the Nixon another smash last 
week, hitting almost $29,600 for 
the best stanza house has had since 
“Mister Roberts.”” Rex Harrison is 
mainly credited with the terrific 
pull of Maxwell Anderson drama, 
which started rather slowly despite 
subscription backing and _ then 
went shooting to capacity. 

Show got a stiff top, too, $4.55. 
including Federal and city taxes. 
Newspaper reviews, all raves, were 
a big help down the stretch and 
by week's end, they were begging 
for seats. 

Nixon is currently dark. but 
relights Monday (21) with another 
visit from “Student Prince,” 


‘Streetcar’ Socko 
$25,100 in Texas 


Ft. Worth, Nov. 15. 

“Streetcar Named Desire” puiled 
down a total gross of $25,000 in 
nine performances in Dallas and 
here, ending Sunday night. Show 
is splitting this week between 
Austin and San Antonio. 

Tennessee Williams drama got 
$16.200 in five evenings and a mat- 
inee Monday-Friday (7-11) at the 
1.841-seat Melba, Dallas In two 
evenings and a matinee Saturday 
and Sunday (12-13) at the 1,356- 
seat Majestic here, it added an- 
other $8,900. 


‘Metropole’ Mild At 
$4,200 in Wilmington 


Wilmington, Nov. 15. 
Gordon's production of 
“Metropole,” breaking in at the 
1.200-seat Playhouse last Thurs- 
day-Saturday (10-12), drew a mild 
$4.200 in three evenings and a mat- 
inee. 

Show is at Ford's, Baltimare, this 
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» week on its way to Broadway. 


‘payrolls, 





‘INSIDE U.S.A.’ FAIR 
$27,000 IN KAYCEE 


Kansas City, Nov. 15 
Critics took favorably to “Inside 
U. S.A in a six-day stand ‘at the 
Music Hall 


but trade was only moderate. After 


here ending Nov. 12 


lightweight patronage first couple 
of days built toward week 


total 


traflie 
end but still left 
$27,000, fairish for six nights and 
pair of matinees. Revue with Bea 
Lillie and Lew Parker was scaled 
from a $4.27 top 


nearly 


Legit takes it easy in the Music 
Hall, with nothing set until “High 


Button Shoes” returns for two 
days, Dec. 10-11. Next choice for 
legit followers is “Barretts of 


Wimpole Street,” the Susan Peters 
company, due in at the Orpheum 
for a week beginning Nov. 28. It 
will be the first legit for the On 
pheum, recently extensively re 
vamped by Fox Midwest and cur 


rently playing films at advanced 
scale. “Pinky” currently is in the 
house. ar 


Orfish Business 
Has Chicago On 
Merry-Go-Round 


Chicago, Nov. 15 

Anticipation of a boff 1949-50 
legit season here seems to have 
been no more than wishful think 
ing from the looks of b.o. fieures 
and number of plays skedded for 
Chi runs Every flack and com- 
pany manager has his routine list 
of excuses, running the gamut 
from strikes and bad weaiher to 
crix nix However, similar condi- 
tions existed in the "48 and ‘47 sea- 
sons, with boxoffice figures look- 
ing healthier than those for this 
session. 

Some talk in circles here point 
to the basic economic situations 
that naturally affect every facet of 
entertainment, particularly hitting 
legit because of the higher prices 
being asked for tickets. Current 
prices are still geared to a war- 
time easy spending, with theatre 
costs also at a wartime high, with 
incomes generally lower Cer- 
roborated is fact that the balcony 
or gallery seats have become the 
difficult ones to sell, while main 
floor moves as usual. 


Lack cf suitable product for the 
road has become a problem this 
season, but Chi scene has four 
Broadway shows at present, two 
less than last vear at this time, but 
they can't do big biz. All four le- 
giters here also got the go-sign 
from crix, so apathy can't be 
blamed for lack of business 

Present conditions point to the 
fact that costs of Chi productions 
will have to be cut to be consistent 
with the grosses. There’s been 
talk of casting for Chi companies 
right here in Chicago to cut on 
organize opposition § to 
high-theatre rentals here. and a 
general cut in admissions to in- 
crease attendance. 


‘BRIG’ $26,000, DET. 


Detroit, Nov. 15. 
“Brigadoon” danced to a prett 
$26,000 in its second and final oak 
at the Shubert-Lafayette. First 
week did $24,000. “Light Up The 
Sky” started a fortnight’s run 
Sunday (13). 
Katharine Cornell's “That Lady” 
did a fair $20,000 in its final week 


at the Cass. “Mister Roberts” 
came in Monday (14) for two 
weeks 





Ft. Worth’s Symph Boost 
Fort Worth, Nov. 15. 

The Fort Worth Symphony So- 
ciety has been organ a | here “to 
stimulate interest in symphony con- 
certs, particularly in the Dallas 
Symphony Concerts.” 

The group is sponsoring six con- 
certs of the Dallas Symphony heve 
this season, 


* Sparked by two holidays (Elec- 


tion and Armistice Day) and the 
sports influx for the Notre Dame- 
North Carolina football game Sat- 
urday (12), Broadway legit attend- 
ance took a hefty jump last week. 
That reversed the downtrend of 
the two previous weeks. Business 
is expected to continue the lively 
pace this week and next, wiih the 
pre-Christmas lull lue to start the 


following week 
Last week's only closing was 


Cwelfth 


Night Due to open 
tonight (‘Wed.) is the Strindberg 
revival, “The Father co-starring 


Raymond Massey and Mady Christ- 
ians 
Estimates for Last Week 
Keus: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD ‘Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M ‘Musical), O tOnperetta). 
Other parenthetic figures refer 
fo seating capacity and top price, 


neluding yA amusement fax. 
How er arosses are net; 0.0... 
exclusive of tax 


“As the Girls Go,” Broadway ‘(43d 
wk?) (M-1.900: $6) Improved with 
the field; about $35,000 

“Born Yesterday,” Miller ‘197th 
wk) (C-940: $2.40). Also felt the 
prevailing upbeat; $6,000.~~° ~~~ 

“Browning Version,” Coronet 
5th wk’) (CD-1,027: $4.80). Held 
about the same; $18,300 

Death of a Salesman,” Morocsco 
40th wk) (D-919; $4.80). With 
Gene Lockhart in the male lead, 
the Arthur Miller again got all the 
house will hold at the scale; nearly 
$24.100 


“Detective Story,” Hudson ‘(34th 
wk) (D-1,057; $4.80). Rose nicely 
to $22 300 

Diamond Lil,” Plymouth (13th 
wk?) (D-1,063: $4.80). Also reflected 
the better general conditions: $23.- 
0) 

“Goodbye, Mr. Fancy,” Beck (51st 
wk CD-1.214; $4.80) Likewise 
improved to $14,000. 

“Howdy, Mr. Ice of 1950,” Cen- 
ter (25th wk) (R-2,964; $2.88). Join- 
ed the rising lineup; around $40,- 
000 in 10° perormances 

“I Know My Love” Shubert (2d 
wk) (‘CD-1,361; $4.80). Hac gotten 
maximum attendance since the 
opening, but the gross is limited by 
subscription for several weeks; first 
full week registered $31,700. 

“Kiss Me, Kate,” Century (46th 
wk) (M-1,654; $6). Continues to 
get the standee limit at all times; 
topped $47,100 again. 

Lend an Ear,” Mansfield ‘48th 
wk) ‘R-1,041; $6). Got a welcome 
boost from the general upturn; 
nearly $22,000. 

“Lost in the Stars,” Music Box 
(2d wk) (M-1,012; $5.40). Continues 
go ciean at all performances; al- 
most $26,000. 

“Love Me Long,” 48th Street (ist 
wk) ‘C-917; $4.80). New play by 
Doris Frankel, presented by Brock 
Pemberton, opened Monday night 
‘7) to unanimous pans, but is play- 
ing through this week, at least; 
about $6,000. 

“Madwoman of Chaillot,” Royale 
‘37th wk) (CD-1,.035; $4.80). Made 
a helpful comeback with the field; 
topped $18,000. 

“Mister Roberts,” Alvin (9lst wk) 
‘CD-1,357; $4.80). Henry Fonda 
starrer back to near capacity; 
$32 B00 

“Montserrat,” Fulton (2d wk) (D- 
976; $480). Theatre rty book 
ings may have been a pone in th 
gross of $19,300. 


“Regina,” 46th Street (2d wk) ( 
1450; $6). Also probably 
epee by party trade; about 


“South Pacific,” Majectie (81 
wk) (M-1,659; $6). Goes along 
all the theatre will hold at all pe 
formances, with tremendous 
vance sale pressure; $50,600. 

“Streetcar Named Desire,” 
syenee (102d wk) (D-920; $4.80), 

ow in the final five weeks of i 
Broadway run; climbed back 


_over $18,000. 


wk) (R-1,160; $4.80). 


“Touch and Go,” Broadhurst (5th 
Going cleag 
at all shows; topped $35, aga 
“Twelfth Night,” Empire (6t 
wk) (C-1,082; $3.60). Shuttered Sate 
urday night (12) after 46 perfo 
ances, at a production loss of 
most $50,000; final week hit ¥¢ 
“Where's Charley?” St. Ja 
(S7th wk) (M-1,509 $6). Ray Bo 
ow back to capacity tempo; 
00. 
“Yes, M’Lord,” Booth (6th 
(C-712; $4.80). London import 
the improved conditions; @ 


' $16,000, 
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| the substance of the play. 

Oettly has directed it ingenious- 
ly, making the most of the single 
Guillaume considers Laurie fair setting of the ship's deck and the 
game, and sets out deliberately to colorful costumes of the crew. 
Rene has told Some of the groupings he has con- 


Plays Abroad 


A Wind on the Heath 
London, Nov. 1. , . 
Bedford Theatre presentation of drama try to seduce her. f . ) 
in three acts and fan epilog by Ronald him that before their marriage, trived are both dramatic and 
Adam. Directed by Joan Swinstead, At |T surie had been rescued frem. beautiful. In the large cast only 
brs Pirbright verte Pat Nye drowning by an unknown man with the character of Achab is really 
Mrs. Sanderson Barbara Cavan whom she had fallen in love—it outstanding, and in the role Oettly 
Robin Sanderson John Justin had been her only adventure. Guil- displays all the qualities of the 

Mr. Carmichael lan Fleming ahendin I ie that h fi a4 - Fred 
Pamela Sternroyd Annabel Maule laume pretends to Laurie a e fine actor tha e is. 4 
Guy Sternroyd ™ Jobn Justin is the unknown rescuer, but she queen 
E s Arthur eter Collingwoc an : ae a " 
Jame rthu Campbell Singer thwarts him by confessing that the | Glueckliche Tage 

John Justin whole incident had been a pure in-| : 
vention on her part. (HAPPY DAYS) 


Harry Justin ....... 
Paul Garreth J 
Vera Helen Sessions 
Sheila Shand Gibbs . . r eied . 
On this slender theme, Michel Zurich, Oct. 18. 
Duran has written a comedy that Studiobuehne production of comedy in 
Bedford is gay and charming, even though four acts By  Cianie a “Set ‘by Hans 
the last act is somewhat repetitious weyer. At Theater am Neumarkt, Zurich 
and long drawn out The lines are Francine ynimbe guiease 
. . . . « “ena - 
humovous and often witty, and it is Marianne cn canine 
amusing for once to see a would-be pernette Silvia Meyer 


troublemaker lose out in the face Bernard Josef Scheidegger 
of real love Michel Bouillet Bernard Enz 
: 


Audrey Sinclair 


This second production at the re- 
cently - legitimized old 
music hall is an episodic play 
during three periods covering the 
two world wars and gives good 
acting scope to the chief actor in 
different roles. It is a commend- 
ab'e effort 

Story is that of an apartment The play is admirably acted by a 
overlooking Hampstead Heath and the four members of the cast. and A group of 
the set of inhabitants who occupy honors are about evenly divided stage debutants chose this light 
it from 1913 to 1949 Running between them. The single setting prench comedy as an occasion to 
through as a connecting threat ts of a villa on the Riviera is tasteful. display their abilities and made a 
the character of a sponging old Fred. skillful choice. “Happy Days” is an 


: ive , » floor be- 
nag hn be tokens oun and enjoyable comedy, easy to stage 
ow, seeing > tenants c > g . ~~ oe ostesbaeion 
; ; , and with good actin ossibilities. 
go, borrowing money and cadging The Diary ofa Scoun¢re!l = heel . pam ig 
. + . : . “. - Je Cc . 
food, yet pitiful in her loneliness London. Oct. 21. ~ wr P 
In reality show consists of one- Great Newport Theatre Committee pre Plot concerns a group 0 yOnite 
act playlets and each in turn has its sentation of farce-comedy in three acts people, their problems” of life 
own individual appeal. John Jus- adapted by Rodney Ackland from the and love, and the sudden appear- 
. char re ‘ » original of Ostrovsky hrectec > oy g 2 Z : & > ) J er 
tin excels in three char “y. rizations fia: arts Theatre Club, London. — me. a —— erp Tne 
as a 19-year-old budding Caruso, an Oct. 20, '49 : ( s he 
irr table heartsick ex-officer and Yesor Dimitrich Gloumov Alec Clunes to use to make one of the boys 
Tee : . - 7 Glafira Gloumova Gwen Bacon j,. >< > he flier’ 
a disgruntled painted Nat Nye, jealous. Play ends with the flier’s 
exit and the right couples getting 


Sofia lIgnatievna Tourousina : 
co-director of the theatre company leanne de Casalis 


ambitious young 


gets a laugh with every entrance as Yexor Vassilitch Tourchas together Comedy has witty dialog 
en acd. cerita teas ae _Veenen Geeeves | aul Gena tq.e ahesartestnations af 
the oldest inhabitant WhO vallCDs Gojutvin “Walle Morris Goo <2" 2--CN ara RS 

on every tenant with the same Madame Babakina Golda Casimir the six parts. The players take full 
whining story. Shiela Shand Gibbs (eel | ‘eee penne —., Bett advantage of their respective roles 
is notable as a fresh youngster Kieopatra Mamaeva Noel Dyson Direction and set are O. K. German 
claiming an unknown father, and Mashenka Joy Parker translation is equally satisfactory. 


lan Fleming as a wise old lawyer en Mezo. 


Clen This is a droll adaptation by 


Rodney Ackland of Ostrovsky’s 
farcical comedy set in the Russia 
of 1860. Theme is slight, but }} 
dialog is amusing and skillful! cast- 
made it an entertaining 
period piece that at the same time there were 

An impecunious young man with 82 variety revues and five ice 
good family connections and a shows on tour in England, while 
disinclination to work, supports less than a dozen such outfits were 
himself via letters used for black- playing road theatres in America. 
mail. By a few artful twists and Possibly the glaring dif- 














Mr. Supple 
Dublin, Oct. 18 


Longford Productions presentation of * 
comedy in three acts by Christine Long ing has 
ford Staged by Dan O'Connell. Setting 
by Kay Casson At Gate theatre, Dublin 
Patrick Supple John Welsh 
Mrs. Supple Joan O'Rourke 
Tom Supple Aiden Grennell 
Joseph Fortune Charles Mitchel 
Ancela Fortune iris Lawler 
Major Bellairs Christopher Casson 
Mrs. Bellairs Gervaise Mathews 


Brit. Outstrips 


Continued from page 69 











most 


- ~ . ’ . or: o © . 7 . . 
oe ie “"Wiasedt Geally pn wn ag By gg 4 pa = : ference in the legit picture in the 
wiles > ‘i Ss le > ts tz » Z . - : 1 
amen a , er He mS. a U. S. and England is in the matte 
This piece is a caustic commen- polished ladies’ man and angles of stock and repertory. There are 


tary on the number of wi althy Eng- for an introduction to an heiress se\ eral stock companies in London 
lish emigres who have quit high- with an eve to matrimony. and either a stock or repertory 
taxed and austere Britain to settle His gift for writing inflammatory 2roup in virtually every sizable 
in the Irish countryside, and on speeches, and equally conciliatory town in England, nearly all operat- 
the local smart boys who pry the ones for opposing factors, makes a ing on a year-round basis. In Amer- 
easy dough out of them. It is Chris- profitable sideline. In his diary ica, on the other hand, where there 
tine Longford’s most amusing he discloses his real self, vilifies are somewhere around 200 profes- 
comedy to date and shows every his benefactors and ridicules the sional summer stock theatres and 
promise of a long run, with plenty women who have succumbed to his perhaps a dozen such outfits op- 
of laughs. Major Bellairs and his charms. This falls into the hands erating in the winter, there is not 


maveny wit sette la oo of his cousin’s wife, an aging a single permanent professional 
rented to the m Dy rea es ate woman who has basked In his repertory group. 

agent Patrick Supple who, = protestations of love. She publicly One eurteus feature of the nu- 
Joseph Fortune, seeks to play betrays the contents of : : 


them for suckers. Supple’s son 
and Fortune’s dsughter don't like 
the project, and don't like the 
Bellairs duo either. 

John Welsh’s gabby agent, using 
every Irish political cliche of re- 


journal, but he talks himself out merical strength of the British the- 
of the embarrassing situation, prov- @tre is that so many of the plays 
ing to each individual that his serv- being offered, including some of 
ices cannot be dispensed with. the top hits, are imports from the 

Alec Clunes makes a charming, U. 5. There are eight American 
cent history, turns in the best per- diffident figure of the hypocritical originations in o- von = = 

, ‘e he’s done. with an equal- leading character and is given ex- seven touring the provinces. Some 
= onan “ ffort ye es orden Chris- cellent support by the rest of the are current or recent U. S. hits, 
topher Casson as the Britisher. cast. Jeanne de Casalis brings her such as “Death of a Salesman, 
Third act tops the whole thing off radiant personality to outshine the “Streetcar Named Desire, Annie 
when the emigres try to play Sup- minor roles on the distaff side. Get Your Gun, “The Heiress, 
ple for the sucker, disclosing Clem. “Harvey.” “Brigadoon, “Oklaho- 
themselves as a brace of fakers ma!” and “Born Yesterday,” but 
who had come to Ireland for a others are oldies fike “Desert 
quick dollar themselves. The plot Song.” “Tobacco Road,” “Song of 
is thin, and the play is short—a Norway,” “Waltzes From Vienna” 
bare two hours—but the situation (originally “Great Waltz”) and 
and the dialog are quite sufficient “No. No. Nanette.” 


to carry the laughs through the ioe ‘ ; : 
evening. Supporting performances There are apparently 


Moby Dick 
Paris, Oct. 18. 


Jacques Hebertot presentation of 
drama in four acts by Paul Oe¢cettly, 
adapted from book by Herman Melville, 
translated into French by Jean Giono 

irected by Odcttly Scenery and cos 


several 


tumes by Moncorbier. At Theatre He- 


are uniform and, apart from a bertot. Paris — Ay yA. ~ A 
little bad grouping, production is Achab Paul Oecttly anner in > its s 
slick. ; Mee. | Me™ ---++--0e0% yMare Cassot the U. S. in the extent of its the- 
_ —_ | Flask Jacques Portere! -. One = ee relatively — 4 
Sincerement ees Jean Borodine duction cost there—generally esti- 
(Sincerely) — vincemtas Wai mated to be about one-third of 

Paris. Oct. 20. Ishmael Pierre Fromont here. Another is the activity of 


Old Perth 
P 


Mitty Golden presentation of comedy Georges Saillard the Arts Council of Great Britain, 





. . Pp ; Claude Dedieu . : . 

fe Sve sae Tcocey tek. Watenr, | cas es Rene Alone Which provides financial support 
executed by Pellegry. At the Theatre des — ' ws mene, Soosemaes for legit, opera, ballet, concert and 
*. ; - wr ‘ . ° 
Papucines. Paris. Alice Cocea | CaPtain Bloomer Rene Alone fine arts. Still another is the 
= Claude Laruo | ©@Ptain Gardiner Roger Desermes much greater legit-consciousness of 
Guillaume Pierre Destailles the British public. Finally, the 
Rene Robert Murzeau 


pate ai Paul Octtly accepted a terrific English population, though only a 
Laurie and Rene are a happily- Challenge when he set out to make fraction of the size of the U. S., 
married couple who tell each other 4 Stage adaptation of Herman Mel- | is more compact, so jumps between 
everything. Rene’s cynical friend Ville’s story of Moby Dick, the road dates are shorter and less 
. = . = White Whale. To say that he has expensive, and local audiences are 
completely succeeded is out of the more readily available. 
question. But he has _ provided Although the numerous stock 
an unusual theatrical experience and repertory companies in Eng- 
for those who have read the book, jand provide a relatively lively 
although those who have not read testing ground and showcase for 
ee conceivably be somewhat new playwrights and young actors, 








——————— 


SAMUEL FRENCH 


SINCE 1830 


Play, Brokers and 
Authors’ Representatives 














, - there is apparently widespread 

25 West 45th Street, New York t) Oettly has begun his play with comment there, just as in the 
1623 Sunset Bivd. Hollywood 46. Cal ne =signing on of Ishmael and yy § about lack of opportunity 
Queequeg to the whaler “Pequod, - 


for new talent. Statements that 











. > ry « ba oe f - 
SSS er tne S Bae BLAME, oR. “Something should be done to en 
Achab is mad. He has skillfully ©OUT@#* and train promising au- 
brought in some of the more dra- ‘°rs and actors is frequently ex. 
matic incidents in the book, such as Pressed in British magazines and 
Achab’s refusal to change his "@Wspapers. That despite the 
course to go to the aid of another Seater number of new play try- 
ship, and has made much of the Outs in England than in America 
first sighting of the whale. But on and the comparatively great 
the whole, it is more or less a chance for actor training in the 
i study of the King Lear-like mad-‘ many, stock and rep outfits there. 












100 WILLIAM ST. 
NEW YORK 7, N.Y. 
Bewling Green 9-4420 


7 ems 





| ness of Achab himself that forms 








Plays Out 








This Is My Valley 


Lissa Hoffman, the teacher, played 
movingly by Martha Morrison, only | 
intends to remain awhile, to save 
enough money to continue her 
musical studies. But in four short 
months she learns to love the hun- 


| gering children who need help and 
guidance and 


she realizes then 
where her life lies. 


Focal points in her decision are 
a 14-year-old girl, whose unfortu- 
nate affair with another older stu- 
dent leads to her death when 
child’s backwoods mother makes a 
clumsy try at an abortion, and a 
mute boy who quietly adores the 
teacher and whose speechlessness 
is the result of an unpleasant 
home life with an embittered, 
widowed father. 

Individual scenes have a rich 
warmth and a simple eloquence. 
Mrs. Stewart is full of compas- 
sion and concern for them and has 
quietly transferred their everyday 
living to the theatre with affecting 
tenderness. At the finish, author 
takes too long to relate the anguish 
of the folks over the dead girl, and 
Lissa’s ultimate decision to remain 
needs more persuasion, but other- 
wise “This Is My Valley” is a deep- 
ly moving play which envelopes an 
audience and pulls it’ willingly 
along. 

Burleigh’s direction has 
and texture: the comic 
Spit, and the aching c 
he has produced several classy per- 
formances from some youngsters 
(there are more than a dozen juve- 
niles in the cast), particulariy Carol 
Singleton, as the tragic Hallie: 
Tommy Crater, the mute boy; Rich- 
ard Snyder, his surly older brother 
and Pamela Gordon, an innocently 
profane tot. Among the grownups, 
Robert Grass is fine as the iron- 
handed father, and Ruth Nirella is 
good, too, as the mothe: 

Some major producers cou!d do 
a lot worse than give “This Is My 
Valley” the onceover. It definitely 
has something, and so does its 
author. Cohen 


style 
moments 
5 tus. anc 


Winter Kill 
Hollywood, Nov. 9 


Richard Loo and Las Palmas production 
of Steve Fisher's drama in three acts 
(six scenes). Directed by Fisher: setting 
and lighting, Rita Glover. Opened at Las 
Palmas theatre, Hollywood, Nov. 8, °49: 
$5.60 top 
Johnny Ryan 
Sunny Miller Tracey Roberts 
Mousy Loomis Zachary A. Charles 
Hector Noodlin 0. Z. Whitehead 
Tom Sales Herbert Vigran 
Lotsie Fekonobrid Jack Reitzen 
Dominic , George Brady 
Kadi Macewes Aline Towne 
Joe Lance Perry Ivins 
The Cloak Walter Beecher 
A Lady Poet Aminta Dvyne 
Lotsie No. 2 “ss John Mansfield 
The Nurse bane Jean Howell 


Robert Alda 





Steve Fisher will at least be en- 
titled to two Purple Hearts this 
year. One is for “Winter Kill.” 
which is destined for a short life. 
The other is for “Blood in the 
Streets,” which he wrote for a pro- 
duction last July and which closed 
after two days. “Kill” will last 
longer, but its prospects for suc- 
cess are dim indeed. 

Play is a kind of American 
“Lewer Depths,” without any depth 
to it or its characters. Warners 
bought it some time ago from a 
novel by Fisher, but has never put 
it on film. It is easy to see why 
after one look at the play and lis- 
tening to some of the dialog. Rob- 
ert Alda, who stars, does a fine job 
with poor material 

Action takes place in a New York 
office shared by several defeated 
men, including Alda, a private de- | 
tective; Zachary A. Charles, an ex- | 
con racketeer; Herbert Vigran, | 
literary agent; O. Z. Whitehead, toy 
salesman; Perry Ivens, a bill col- 
lector, and Jack Reitzen, dress de- 
signer without any customers. 

Other characters include Tracey 
Roberts, as Alda’s girlfriend, a 
tramp who is willing to sell her- 
\self and her friends for a few bucks, 
and Aline Towne, a pretty model. 
In this office Charles lures Alda 
into collecting some shakedown 
money for him at a moment when 
the gangster is in hiding for killing 
a cop. When Alda gets the money, 
outside the office. Charles shoots 
him in the back in order to keep 
it all for himself. Alda staggers 
back to the office and shoots 
Charles. In the end Alda dies from 
his wound, but he leaves the shake- 
down money to his friends to pay 
off their debts. 

Cast works hard. but they just 
can't make it seem like anything 
but spurious dramatic material. 
Fisher's dialog includes these sam- 
ples: “He's not a crook. He’s just 
dishonest,” and a couple of compli- 
ments Alda pays his girlfriend, such 
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Geo. White’s Scandals 
(CURRAN, SAN FRANCISCO 
San Francisco, Noy, 9 


“George White’s Scandals of 
1950,” which had two break in per. 
formances at the San Gabriel Civic 
Auditorium before opening here 
is strictly a vaudeville show, with 
Arthur Lake in some comedy 
sketches and a line of 12 lovely 
chorines tossed in for good Meas- 
ure. Its success in Frisco wil] de. 
end entirely upon how 
editing White is able to do, elim. 
inating overlong, unfunny sketche< 
and paring down time given vaude 
acts opening night 

Show has a chance, if the cys. 
tomers will go for vaudeville and 
Lake. Acts include an Irish tenor 
a juggler, a dog act. a tap dancer. 
xylphonist, comedians, comedy 
ropers, an operatic singer. an 
acrobatic dancer and a hillbilly 
yodeler. Best of these is Jimmy 
Vey, a fresh, young, tapster«who 
can do a rousing boogie on the 
xylophone while he dances 
_Anita Martel, the juggler. stops 
the show with her dexterity with 
balls and hats, plus a good line of 
chatter. Leo Diamond. harmonica 
player; Jimmy Dugan, the tenor: 
Maidie and Ray. ropers: Diane 
Jarrow, acrobatic dancer: Freddie 
March, hillbilly with guitar: Ar- 
thur and Morton Havel, standard 
comedians, and Daisy and her five 
pupnies, feature the vande 7 

Lake appears in sketches by 
White and Billy K. Wells. as a 
Russian commissar, a standin in a 
studio being knocked about with 
violence, a prize-fighter, as a dog- 
trainer (with Daisy and her pup- 
pies) and as just Arthur Lake 
which means just plain Dagwood 
of the “Biondie” film series 

White gives a personal touch, 
and a pleasant one. by appearing 
a couple of times to explain things 
to the audience and do a bit of 
soft shee dancing. His eve for girls 
is as keen as ever. Good use is 
made of a cavalcade of old songs 
by Desylva, Brown and Henderson 
and George Gershwin, from early 
“Scandals” staged by White. Other 
music is by Jack Yellen 

Costumes are excellent. by 
Brooks of N. Y. and Jack's of Hol- 
lywood. White not only produced 
but also directed. Dag. 


much 


Melvyn Douglas In 1 
B’way ‘Bird Cage’ 


Hollywood, Nov. 15 
Melvyn Douglas will star in 
“The Bird Cage,” new play by 
Arthur Laurents, which is due to 

bow on Broadway next Spring. 
Douglas drives east as soon as 
he winds “Carriage Entrance” at 
RKO. Rehearsals start early in 
January, with Walter Fried produc- 
ing and Harold Clurman directing. 


Columbus Symph ~ 
Suspended _ Indef 


Columbus, O., Nov. 15. 

Columbus Philharmonic, origin- 
ally suspended for a year. last 
week was suspended indefinitely 
by the board of directors 

A plan for reforming the or 
chestra for the 1950-51 season of- 
fered by a subcommiitee was re- 
jected by the board because of the 
$126,000 budget, which was (oo 
high, the board figured. 


Houston Orch Tours 


Houston, Nov. 15. 

Houston Symphony Orchestra, 
conducted by Efrem Kurtz, mas 
completed plans for a 4,000-mile 
tour starting next March, to cover 
the south and midwest as far 4 
Chicago. 

Orch, which has also just been 
signed for recordings by Columbia 
Records, will give 86 concerts 
within 26 weeks. It opened its 
1949-50 season last week Orch’s 
maintenance fund drive for $163. 
000 was oversubscribed, total of 
$168,000 being raised in one week. 


Delaware Theatre Parley 


Theatre representatives from 
Delaware, New Jersey, Maryland, 
Eastern Pennsylvania and the Dis- 
trict of Columbia will meet for # 
two-day conclave at Delaware U., 
Newark, Del., Center 
ence is one of a series of regiona 
meetings being held this year ‘ 
further local theatre operations. 

The American National Theatre 











as “Seeing you is like seeing a mil- and Academy is sponsoring these 
lion dollars in Technicolor,” and set-fogethers as a preparators The. 
“Why didn’t we meet a long time toward its planned National T : 
ago. We could have sat on a star atre Assembly to be held in Was! 


together. 4 


+): | Dag, - ington next spring. - ~~ - 
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Feteing Ashton Stevens ; 
Ashton Stevens, dean of Ameri- 
ean drama critics and vice-chair- 
man of the Chicago Press Veterans 
Assn., will be g. of h. at the 11th 
annual dinner given by the press 
club on Dec. 3 at the Hotel LaSalle. 
Per custom, the “five minute men” 
rule will be enforced, limiting 
speeches to that length. 
Incidentally, since Stevens’ re- 
turn to harness as legit oracle of 
the Chi Herald-American, he has 
manifested the traditional fire- 
horse instinct of dashing home 
propping himself in bed, and dic- 
tating his review to his secretary 
The paper sends a radio flash cai 
for his copy and thus he maintains 
uninterrupted deadline 


Tommy Bartlett’s Column 
Tommy Bartlett, emcee of NBC's 
“Welcome Travelers” strip, tees off 
on a syndicated newspaper column 


next week, offered free to small 
town sheets through NBC radio 
stations. Columns will deal with 
bits from the NBC show, to be 
mailed two weeks ahead of pub- 
lication from Chi. 
Smith Goes Western 
H Allen Smith’s latest opus 


“We Went Thataway”’ ‘Doubleday 


$2.75). gives the satiric treatment 
to the current craze for things 
western—cowpoke toggeryv, Holly- 


wood’s pinto pix, rancn-style archi- 


tecture eastern dude recarts 
square dancing, 10-gallon head 
gear and even the boom in chili 
con carne consumption. Basically 
its a travel tome—a _ comic 
Baedeker—on Smith's leisurely 
auto trek cross-country, with a 


side trip to Canada, and plenty of 
mileage through the midwest and 
southwest 

Smith has an uncanny ability to 
nose out absurd characters. pun- 
gent tales, ridiculous legends. folk 
fables and other intriguing trivia 
His subject matter, like his motor 
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By OSCAR HAMMERSTEIN || 
and JOSHUA LOGAN. $2.50 
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Baers 


At all bookstores, RANDOM HOUSE, N. Y. 
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FIELD, ALG. | 
’ | 
Watch Yourself Go By. Columbus, | 
1912. A 5$37-page life story of o great 
minstrel-circus mon and his famous 

minstrel show. An epic of show busi- | 
mess. $1.50. PAUL H. NORTH, JR. 

8! Bullitt Pk. Columbus, Obie. 











| meandering, wanders more or less| 


_ ad lib, covering picture postcards. 
| hotels, Dakota Bad Lands, Great 
Lakes cruises, modern garages, 
hotels, traffic meters and anecdota 


Americana. But always there's 

a keen appreciation of manners 

and mores and a healthy satura- 
Bril. 


tion of earthy humor. 


Sweetsers Leave Esquire 
G. T. Sweetser, publisher of 
Esquire, and his brother 
Sweetser, advertising manager, re 
signed by mutual agreement ove! 
weekend David A. Smart 
board chairman, has resumed his 
post as publis.er and has moved 
his headquarters from Chi to N. 
Dan FE. Provost, national ad 
manager of the New York Herald 
Tribune for 15 years, has been 
named ad manager on Esky. re- 
placing Jess Sweetser. Arthur K 
Atkinson, Jr., was named assistant 
to Smart and John E. Shepherd as- 
sistant to Provost. 
Hammerstein Reelected 
Oscar Hammerstein, Il, was re- 
elected president of the Authors 
League of America last week by 
the organization's council John 
Hersey was reelected vice-presi- 
dent, Erik Barnouw was named 
secretary and Kurt Weill treasurer 
They will serve two years 


Jess 


tue 





snow Biz fips for feeners 

Betty Betz, writer-poetess-car- 
teonist who has worked for Seven 
teen and Mademoiselle, has turned 
out a readable vocational guide for 
teen-agers, “The Betty Betz Career 
Book” ‘(Grosset & Dunlap. $2.50) 
Volume is in two parts, first deal- 
ing with questions such as how to 
prepare tor work, getting an inter- 
view, office manners, etc. Bulk of 
the book, however, is devoted to 
one-page articles on “If I Were in 
Mv Teens” by leaders in various 
fields 

Pieces on various phases of show 
biz are contributed by Ben Duffy, 
Irene Dunne, Charles P. Skouras 
Jerry Wald, Edgar Bergen. Nor- 
man Blackburn, Norman Corwin 
Niles Trammell, Ireene Wicker 
Helen Haves, Alicia Markova, 
Dorothy Kilgallen, Irving Berlin 
Perry Como, Lawrence Tibbett 
Paul Whiteman and others. While 
necessarily sketchy, the articles 
give a general idea of opportuni- 
ties available and tips on working 
towards a career. Bibliographic 
footnotes are helpful, particularly 


the suggestion that the teeners 
read trade papers. Bril. 
CHATTER 


Ralph Pearl in Hollywood to 
round up magazine material on the 
film beat. 

Miriam Marx, daughier of 
Groucho, has joined Mademoiselle 
editorial staff. 

Allan Morris has joined Simon 
& Schuster, N. Y., as head of pub- 
licity dept. 

Profile of Danny Kaye, by mag's 
film critic Ed Miller, set for Janu- 
ary issue of Seventeen. 

Freelance flack Kay Norton re- 
placing Joan Flynn as columpist 
Louella O. Parsons’ contact in the 
easi. 

Allan Taylor has been appointed 
advertising director of Seventeen 
and of the magazine division of 
Triangle Publications. 

Di Lester Beck's “Human 
Growth.” based on the research for 
the educational pic of the same 
title. published by Harcourt, Brace 

Edward V. Maule, chief vrojec- 
tionist on the Paramount film lot 
wrote a treatise on projection ma- 


chines for the new Standard En- 
cvclopedia 
H. L.. Mencken, still unable to 


read because of eye trouble, tak- 
ing intensive treatments at John 
Hopkins hospital and hoping for 
recovery within six ‘months. 

“A Treasury of the Blues,” with 
words and music of 67 songs. edited 


by W. C. Handy. is being issued to 
day 16) by Simon & Schuster 
Abbe Niles added historical and 


critical text. 

Jay Gorney, composer of the 
Broadway revue “Touch and Go 
and chairman of the Dramatic 
Workshop's musical playwrighting 
department. co-authoring a history 
of the musical theatre with his 
wife. Sondra 


When Albert Erskine shifted 
from Harcourt Brace to Random 
House. as an editor, he brought 


Penn Warren to RH 
“World Enough and 
will be under the latter's 
imprint ne ¥ spring. 

Bennett Cerf. Random House 
prexy, will do a campus tour, lec- 
turing at several colleges like 
SMU. DePaul, etc., on “Trends in 
Books while en route to La 
Quinta. Calif., for his annual win- 
ter vacation in February. 

:Pegeen Fitzgerald, of ‘the Mr 


Robert 
new 


ovel 
and his 
Time” 


‘and Mrs. radio “breakfast” team. #¢¢¢ 


has promised a book to Ken Mc- 
Cormick, editor of Doubleday, and 
Ed Fitzgerald meantime has a 
tenative committment to Prentice- 
Hall for a book he’s to do solo. 


Holiday mag’s Ireland issue 
‘Dec.) includes a piece by Frank 
O'Connor, playwright and former 
director of the Abbey Theatre. 
O'Connor says that the Abbey 
group “thrives on native drama. 
which brings out the Irish talent 
for all things theatrical.”  Illus- 
trations are color photos of wk 
Abbey troupers. 

A motion picture footnote ap- 
pears in “The Old Breed,” just 
published history of the First 
Marine Division in World War I! 


George McMillan, the author. who 
served with the division in the 
South Pacific as a Marine com 
bat correspondent, relates how 


Marines in a rest camp grew indig 


nant over the way Charles Boye: 
pushed Ingrid Sergman around in 
Gaslight So they jumped to 


their feet and hurled stones at the 
screen. 


‘12th Night’ 
aes Continued from page | 


usually responsive. It 
iermined, if thin, 

















gave a de 


hand for each 


scene, and there was an “ovation 
at the final curtain. 
Playing before such sparse at 


tendance creates an almost impos 
sible technical problem, as well as 
a great emotional adjustment, ac 


cording ta the actors Francesc Reid 


the featured femme lead, Viola 
explains: “The audience is part of 
the performance. An actor read 


his lines according to the response 


from it. When there’s no reaction 
it can change the meaning of a 
speech—or make it meaningless 


“To play before an empty house 
is awful. It’s as if you were naked 
There's just nothing out there. You 
dread going onstage and can hard- 
lv wait to get off. It’s an eerie and 


frightening experience But vou 
have to go through with it. Those 
few people out front have bought 
tickets and are waiting for the 
show. and you cannot let them 
down.” 

From the “Twelfth Night” re- 
action, Miss Reid thinks perhaps 
there isn’t a regular Broadway 
audience for revivals of Shakes- 
peare comedies. But she was 


heartened by the enthusiasm ot 
those who were seeing “Twelfth 
Night” for the first time. She be- 
lieves there should be some way 
for the public to see it and othe: 
great plays that apparently lack 
enough draw for regular Broadway 
runs 











Haiti’s Pitch | 
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terests are running the casino, for. 
merly the Pan American Airways’ 
guestho.se; Florida operators are 
behind the gambling ship, being 
refurbished off Miami; and a New 
York outfit has the hotel gaming 
concession. 

Barring a possivie rhubarb be 
tween the rival gambling interests 
‘each had been told they were 
being granted “exclusive righis”) 


dice and roulette setup should 
draw plenty of American visitors 
who like action with their sight 
secing 

International Exposition, mark 


ing 200th anniversary of founding 
of Haitian capital, is major attempt 
by the small republic to crash big 
league tourist business. Costing 
close to $7,000,000, it’s first show 
of its kind ever held in West In 
dies Government moved 15.000 
people out of waterfront shacks 
and filled in 30 acres of ground 
to create exposition grounds, which 
run for two and a half miles next 
to the sea Builder is August F 
Schmiedigen, New York architect 
and exposition specialist responsi 
ble for number of buildings at 
N. Y. World's Fair of '39 and Paris 
Exposition two vears before 
Amusement section, built in 
heart of a natural palm forest 
will headline cockfights, voodoo 
dances, songs and drum-beating 
Feature of amusement section will 
be huge electrically-controlled 
fountain with water, lights, colors 


and musical notes coordinated to 
form “chords” a la ‘but better 
than: fountains’ at N. Y. World's 
Fair Also some good nightspots 


in town, with best nitery on island 
the Cabane Choucoune up in the 
mountains, where all Haitian so 
ciety trom cabinet ministers down 
gather Saturday nights to watch 
native floorshow. 

Two new hotels being built to 
help five other modern ones carry 


the expected load.’ Arratigemerits - 





SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 


Horse Thief Canyon, Nov. 12. 

Dore Schary’s encouragement of the writing of originals for Holly- 
wood preducers practically forces me to go on with my osmositic 
method of absorbing material. Here are a few samples which should 
give everybody but the original authors a lift 

“Father Was a Throwback” 

Gary Crouper was known as the coughing quarterback of Quinsey 
college. Only at Quinsey, where they used the T formation and hill- 
billy English, the quarterback was called the throwback. Crouper 
was allergic to pigskins just as his grandpa had been. Asa boy gramp 
ducked feeding the pigs because the sight of them gave him the heaves 
about this when he was a boy and developed a similar 





+++ 





Gary heard 
allerg, 

if some college football-makers hadn't changed from pigskin to horse- 
In that case he never 


hide. Gary never would have made the varsity 
would have met Betty O’Selznick, married her, fathered her batch of 
brats or got to coach Quinsey college, which hadn't wen a game since 


rufts quit wrestling Radcliffe. Betty's father sold horsehide footballs 

Why after five years the Quinsey alumni suddenly insisted on father's 
winning a game was traced to one grad named Ruddy Bivalve. He had 
once worked a summer at the Studebaker plant at South Bend and had 
absorbed some of Notre Dame's allergy to defeat 

But father had family troubles too His oldest daughter, Connie. 
wanted to get married, but all the players had pledged they would not 
marry or shave till Quinsey beat Mennen’s 

It looked finally as if Quinsey was about to do this. Father's team 
was leading 6 to 0 at the end of the half. Connie and a stumbleback 
named Hickey Looney sneaked off between the halves and bought an 
engagement ring 

But in the second half Mennen’s pulled a fast one. Their coach sub- 
\ituted a pigskin for the horsehide football being used in the first half 
Gary Crouper began coughing and sneezing so badly he had to go to the 
dressing room for his spray. In that few minutes Mennen’'s scored 
through Looney’s side of the line and kicked the extra point, winning 
7-6 


Peonole who had seen Looney sneaking off the field at halftime re- 
ported the loss was due to his break of training. This saved father's 
job. That winter, however, father was appointed to the rules commit 


‘ee. He bought in on his father-in-law’s corral and pushed through an 
amendment which barred pigskins from the manufacture of footballs 

Since then all teams use pebble-grained ‘imitation pigskin) horsehide, 
and Quinsey wins about as often as anybody else Father is now a 
grandfather and called “Pop” around the Quinsey campus. He laughs 
He still gets a lot of laughs 

Sadsack and Dilemma 

This one has more grandeur than Grand street 
hurricane, more killings than an atom bomb It 
massive as Radio City but with trick photography 
Philistines maybe Radio City can serve as a biblical 
vVears ago 


at deteat 


more sweep than a 
will require sets as 
and Philadelphians 
dressed as town 
4.000 

the hero is a combination of Paul Bunyan, Man Mountain Mature 
and John the Barber—a sort of Old Testament Gorgeous George, ex- 
cept that he does not marcel! his hair but lets it go its own matted way 
His name is Sadsack and he came late in life after his mother had been 
barren during the whole time his people were enslaved to the Philis- 
tines. which was 40 years 

Sadsack grew to be a giant and made a pitch for a Philistine wench 
but his father told him to pick a maiden among his own people. But 
Sadsack went down to talk to the Philistine and liked her too well. He 
married her 

Sadsack caught 300 foxes, set their tails on fire and released them in 
the cornfields and vineyards of the Philistines. On learning who had 
burned their crops the Philistines took Sadsack’s wife and her father 
and burned them in reprisal. Just a lot of pre-Freudian pyromaniacs 

On learning what the Phils had done to his wife, Sadsack smote them 
hip and thigh, and there was a great slaughter. Then he retreated to 
the top of the rock of Etam. This was the origin of the phrase Up 
and Etam"’ 

Tired, he went to Gaga for relaxation. The Gagas waited for him 
but he left at midnight, and finding the gates of the city barred, took 
them and two posts with him. ‘One was the Boston Post and the other 
was the SEP.) * 

And it came to pass that he loved a woman in the Valley of Rudy 
whose name was Dilemma. And the lords of the Philistines came to 
her and said, “Entice him and see where his great strength lieth, and 
by what means we can liquidate him and we will each of us give you 
1,100 pieces of silver, prewar rate.” . 

So Dilemma began quizzing him. but he was wise to this by now and 
told her that if he were bound with seven green withs or other prepo- 
sitions he would be as weak as a Philistine. She bound him with the 
withs while he siept, but when the Philistines feli upon him he broke 
both them and the withs as if they were whereases. 

Dilemma upbraided him for mocking her in this manner and kept 
teasing him to find the source of his strength. He, in turn, kept giving 
her talse clues. But she finally wore him down and one night he con- 
fessed that his strength was in his hair because no razor had ever 
touched his head. She called in the Philistines the next time he slept 
and they clipped the locks of his hair and paid her off 1,100 drachmas 
each. less tax 

When he awoke and tried to flay the Philistines he found himself 
as weak as other men, and they took him down to Gaga and put out his 
eves and bound him in fetters of brass in the prison house. 

His hair began to grow again, and while the Philistines were cele- 
brating their deliverance, the lords called for Sadsack to make sport of 
him, and he was delivered from the prison house. 

On the roof there were 3,000 men and women. and the house was 
crowded within. Sadsack in his blindness asked that he might feel the 
pillars. and when the guards Jet him touch the pillars he called on the 
Lord to give him strength. He took hold of the two middle pillars and 
forced them away from him with all his might And the house fell 
upon the lords of the Philistines, and on Sadsack too, so that the dead 
which he slew at his death were more than they which he slew in his 
lile 

Nobody ever reported whether Dilemma was caught in that crash 
or hung on till 1929 


also being made to have the Evan 
geline of Eastern S. S. Line tie 


writers junketing to Port-au-Prince 
to preview exposition report com- 


up in harbor as floating hotel for paratively undeveloped republic 
Fasterns cruise passengers from has evervthing needed to become 
Viiami who arrive on the Yar- new Caribbean resort cente! 
mouth, sistership, and want to stay scenery. climate ‘seaside warmth 
ove! Hotel rates will run about for midwinter swimming, moun- 
$12 to $15 daily, single, with meals. tains for vear-round breezes), good 
Pan American World Airways help- food ‘native specialties, plus 
ing the cause by reducing round- American cuisine, good liquor 
trip fares from Miami to $110, ‘Haitian rum among the best!, 
plus 15% tax adequate hotels, local atmosphere 

Haitian government has hired native women hike 16 miles to 


market every day with 60 pounds 
of vegetables on their heads). bar- 
gain-hunting for mahogany tables, 
chairs, carved figures and boxes 
for island, and Hamilton Wright they burn mahogany in the fire- 
for special exposition exploitation. places when it gets cool yp im 
Aimetican’ ‘newsmen’ and | travel he hile ~~” _— 


two American advertising and pub 
lie relations outfits to beat drums 

Peter Hilton Co. doing genera! 
tourist advertising and publicity 
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| and George, made their first U. S. 


| starts in St. Loo London 


Mervyn Le Roy arrived in New : 
York yesterday 118)'with hi wite,|, Poulan Wakefield bay lined up 
: : ringing wit im nt o S re-. : ‘ 
ool” on ny ny x cently completed “East Side, West me F, J > toe 
Cc aaatin Bakaleinikoff, RKO’s Side,” adaptation of Marcia Dav- theatre, at price around $700,000. 
. on : .. @nport novel. Will be in town | Peggy Ryan and Ray McDonald 
SSS oe Sere 2 ae -. “Te ‘planing to U. S. Dec. 18 to spend 
‘Rober George Jessel flew ip for ® Christ t home in Hollywood. 
Robert Rossen planed back to ristmas at home y 
Hollywood after launching his “All quickie dinner date Sunday, after Variety Clubs of Great Britain 
the King’s Men.” ack to the Coast. He’s due in : “ 
Robert Donat sailed for England, New York this weekend for 10 days, barker of tent 25, at a Savoy cock 


Saturday (12) after spending sev- jncjuding a Thanksgiving TV shot. tail party. ' , a 3 
eral weeks in Connecticut. radio, etc., trailerizing his next two mM Ba BAA SF. a: 


Jack L. Warner furnishing his pictures at the Roxy. ' 
new Riviera showplace villa at 4 Claude Dauphin, French thesper, - ee stories, under 
leisure in time for next season’s jg heading for N. Y. from Holly- ‘= tote ot bon aed 
hegira. _ | wood for a role in Rodgers & Ham- Leslie Grade office. to Italy on 

Metro director George Cukor in merstein's “Happy Time” legit five d - jeunt to line up same 
New York working on plans for “A production which starts rehearsals /Y¢,¢@YS J 


Broadway 


The Mike (Varrety) Wears’ 20th 
anni. 


laying a K.C. benefit, and thence jo<teq Charles P. Skouras, chief | 


, _ ‘ ; ; i velties. 
Life of Her Own,” new Lana Tur- next month. Dauphin _ recently ee ee Se a 
ner film completed a chore in Robert x o-da organization, where he has | 


George B. Evans again handling sjodmak's fim. “Deported.” Be ation, nll 
publicity for Frank Sinatra, re- Fifth snnual &eam Gershwin been press chief, and — joined 
union coming exactly one year wemorial contest, cooperatively a de France as general mana- 
after their split. sponac , ‘rith Ser: once 

Bill Robinson said to be on the ee, ie  » ~~ - | Ar Luise Rainer has arrived in —_ 
critical list because of another foundations, is now open, with a 2°", to take the lead in the TV 
heart attack. Veteran colored com- ¢) 999 award going to the prize- production of “By Candlelight, 
edian-dancer is past 70. winning work. which will be which goes on the air end of the 


Former Goldwyn and Para- g; : . , month. 
mount flack Ben Washer now han- Seg A preem at Carnegie Hall Leo Fuld got $2,800 for one con- 
dling a number of publicity ac- Eimer Leterman to Honolulu Ce" at London Casino Nov. 50. 
counts independently. Nov. 8 with Brooklyn Supreme Impresario S. A. Gorlinsky booked 
Milton Kusell, former Para- Coyrt Justice Nathan R. Sobol. Fuld for same fee at Odeon, 


Leeds, Dec. 4. 
Clark Bros. are latest booking 
by Tom Arnold and Emile Littler 


mount and Selznick sales exec, in- John (Sun) McClain and ex-N. Y. 
terested in a foreign pic, which he detective Johnny Broderick, now 
may distribute himself. in politics, where they'll house- 


Jim Geller, ex-WB story editor guest with the insurance man- for their new “Latin Quarter” re- 
and Columbia pix porSeeer. noW Broadwayite, who just bought a Vue at London Casino skedded to 
agenting Hollywood writers, in home there open March 17. 


town for a couple of weeks. Film execs Harry Brandt, Charles _ Following the return of D. J 
Double-talker Al Kelly went to ¢ Moskowitz. Nicholas M. Schenck, Goodlatte and C. J. Latta from a 


Gimbel’s Philly branch to explain Spyros P. Skouras and Joseph R. | Guickie to Ireland, several Pathe 
The Joe Hummels to the Coast, 800,000 campaign for construction Jack Francis, who has been in 
via a Dallas stopoff, and sailing of new hospital to replace the 96- Charge of publicity, exploitation 
Continental manager for Warner Sarnoff is chairwoman of Fund’s tures, has joined Warner Bros., 
Bros publicity committee. London, in charge of exploitation. 
day ‘Tues.’ for Charlotte, N. C.., Alley hit, “How Can You Buy Kil- | 
for a dry-run on her role of queen larney,” published by Peter Mau- | 
that town. _ By Gordon Irving who was for years musical director 
Benjamin H. Linton, Philadel- Comic Jack Radcliffe registering of the Hippodrome, Belfast. 
larie Fry in connection with a Crooner Buddy Logan weds lations division of Mather & 
small legacy left her by the late dancer Joan Dyson Dec. 3. Crowther, British advertising 
Leo Handel, Metro’s research in Glasgow pantomime, “Dick day (16) to study American pub- 
dept. chief, takes to the black- Whittington.” licity methods with Yolen, Ross & 
on audience penetration at the into Scot radio pantomime, “Cin- 
Dramatic Workshop. derella,”’ as Buttons. 
lowe, both of whom appeared in and George Merritt, all British . 
20th's British-made “Night and film players. in Glasgow in Patrick By Eric Gorrick 
Kroger Babb back to U. S. 
Doris Dudley, actress-mother of films to join her old colleagues in doing okay at King’s, Melbourne. 
“Butch” Jenkins, film moppet, in Glasgow Citizens production of Roy Darling, indie operator, is 
Spot,” she’s looking for stage role. Cup,” by A. P. Kellock, to be “see How They Run” is in its 
Jean Parker, playwright Fred- Christmas stint at Glasgow Citizens j9th week at Minerva, Sydney, for 


the store’s Christmas merchandis- Vogel actively participating in the 294 ABC execs left last week for 
ing setup at a luncheon for execs. N. Y. Infirmary Bldg. Fund’s $2,- 4 tour of Northern Irgland. 
back Dec. 7 to Paris where he is year old infirmary. Mrs. David and advertising for Selznick Pic- 
Audrey Totter entrained yester- i Writer of current Tin Pan 
“ru + of quee Scotland wrney,”" publi er M. 
of the Christmas Mardi Gras in rice Music, is* Gerald Morrison, 
»hia legalite, looking for actress strongly in Aberdeen. Sam Heppner, in the public re- 
Marie O'Neill. Odette Field to be Principal Boy agency, leaves on the Elizabeth to- 
board tomorrow (Thurs.) to lecture Jimmy Logan, Scot comic, goes Salzmann. 
Gene Tierney and Hugh Mar- Dennis Price, Rosamund John Australia 
the City.” in from London Mon- Hamilton's thriller, “Gaslight.” 
day (14) on the America. Rona Anderson returns from Harry Wren’s “Hellzapoppin’” 
from the Coast. Having recently Sheridan’s comedy “The Rivals.” trying vaude at Tatler, Sydney. 
completed role in RKO’s “Blind — Play-pantomime “The Tintock pjz7 so-so. 
evick Lonsdale, couturier Chris- theatre. Pseudonym believed to whitehall. 
tian Dior and opera singer Mario hide identity of playwright James Biz brisk with the Shakespeare 


Berini among those wae sailed Bridie. | Memorial troupe at His Majesty's, 
Saturday (12) on the Mauretania. ———a | Melbourne. 

Laiiy Beller resigned from the Mi j Roy Stewart, U. S. trumpeter, 
20th-Fox homeoffice publicity de- lam | doing fine biz with the Graham 


partment. He was formerly as- 


| Bell outfit on limited tour here. 
sistant to the press chief of the 


Ciro’s set Sacassas rch f “Jolson Sings Again” ‘Col) due 
Motion Picture Assn. of America. seasonal run. — © - for a gala premiere in Sydney 
Clayton Hutton, former public- Herkie Styles and the Radio Aces, around Xmas by Greater Union. 
My exec in Europe for Universal head up new show at Kitty Davis’. “Oklahoma!” doing fine at His 
and other film companies, arrived Tune toppers set for Mother Majesty's, Brisbane, for J. C. Wil- 
pene the British textile indus- giving. ‘this month. ‘ 

“Sons o 


Walter Winchell back in town _ Charlie 


By Lary Solloway 


Chauvel’s 


| 
} 


Willard’s “Talk of the Town” fea- 
turing show reviews and inside 
stories of visiting entertainers. 
Willard’s “Green Room” on KENO, 
already established, interviews 
| stars of visiting shows weekly. 


St. Paul 


Hockey at the Auditorium pack- 
ing ‘em in. 

Edyth Bush little theatre giving 
“Skylark” until Nov. 27. 

“Finian’s Rainbow,” slated for 
St. Paul auditorium during Christ- 
mas holidays, cancelled. 

Civic Opera to produce “The 
Great Waltz” Nov. 17-19. Laurel 
Hurley in lead femme role, Phil 
Fein directing, Leo Kopp con- 


ductor. 
Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 


George Sterney, who broke up 
touring band, debuting new quar- 
tet at Zephyr Club. 

Raymond Scott quintet at Vogue 
Room while Three Suns are back 
at Borsellino’s Club. 

Sid Friedman new _ business 
manager of Ernie Benedict's Vic- 
tor-WGAR polkateers 

Nick D’Amico band, with Ar- 
tini and Consuelo in revue, mov- 
ing into Hollenden Vogue Room 
this week. 

Dr. Benno Frank rehearsing 
“Medium” and two operas for 
early December preem of new 
Karamu theatre. 

David O. Selznick’s caravan of 
film coniract stars, headed by 
Louis Jourdan, inked by Loew’s 
State for Nov. 17. 

Abbey Albert orch started floor 
shows in Statler Terrace Room, 
Jimmy Carroll and Patricia Wy- 
more topping opener. 








Kansas City 


By John Quinn 


Gene Austin back to open fall 
season at Show Bar. 

Martin Barnett and his magico 
into Drum Room of President Ho- 
tel 

Ararat Shrine putting on annual 
indoor circus in Auditorium Nov. 
14-20. 

Lawrence Lehman back at helm 
of Missouri theatre after rest in 


; San Diego. 


Cornelia Otis Skinner doing pro- 
gram for University of Kansas in 
Lawrence, Kan., Nov. 11. 

Billy Toffel taking off from Bel- 
lerive Hotel’s El Casbah for Mex- 
ico City and dates at Astoria there 
and La Perla, Acapulco. 

Barbara Lawrence stopping here 
for visit with uncle and aunt on 
way to St. Louis and exhibitors’ 
convention there. John Payne also 
stopover enroute to same. 


Washington 
By Florence S. Lowe 

Alan Rale, singer, currently at 
Club Kavakos. 

Bill Darnel currently heading 
Cross Roads nitery. 

Local Variety Club dedicated 
new cardiac clinic at Emergency 
hospital last week. 

British maestro Sir Thomas 


ry. 
David (Esquire-Coronet) Smart and occupying his usual suite at Matthew” will be given a* dual run | Beecham kudoed by press for last 


met his wife and mother-in-law the Roney Plaza. here at Lyceum and Victory Dec. 
upon their return from a quickie Arthur (Street Singer) Tracy 15. Both U-I and Greater Union 
European vacation and thence into gickering for winter date with two hold major financial interest in 
bed with a sudden attack of bur- of the bigger spots. pic. 

situs. ’ Weekend nitery biz here very 

Hal Horne, former Disney and strong with Five O'Clock, Kitty 
20th-Fox pub-ad topper, now part Davis, Alan Gales and Park Ave- 
owner of an oil well which came pye Club heading up biz parade. 
in last week, and digging is start- Roney Plaza’s Bamboo Room Gertrude Niesen at Flamingo. 
ing right away on 26 more in the opened Saturday (12) with Emil . Beatrice Kay back at El Rancho 
area. : : _ Vegas. 

George F. Dembow, National Goleman, ‘Name day filed ‘be con. |. Bill Saroyan doing story of Las 
Screen Service sales veepee, tO yention. ie Vegas for Life mag. 
chairman the amusement division Freddie Calo. orch leader at 4d on similar assignment for 
of this year’s fund-raising drive Sperry Frontenac and Ciro’s last Ming, Features. 
by the Federation of Jewish Phi- year now his own boss at Cadil- Wilbur Clark’s Desert Inn, new- 
lanthropies of N. Y. lac hotel’s Candlelight Patio, which &St and largest spa on resort strip, 

“Party for Louise” (Mrs. Bugs jo leased with Serge Gomez set for March opening with top 
Baer) tomorrow (Thursday) night When Dean Martin and ‘Jerry entertainment planned. 
at the Hampshire House, first of | ewic preem Beachcomber season Hotel Thunderbird’s show, pro- 
several shindigs to dramatize the Dec. 22 Lewis’ dad, songster duced by Gayle Robbins and Har- 
Heart Assn.'s work of which she is Danny Lewis. will debut ‘eome old Braudis, stars Joam Merrill 
this year’s chairwoman. night at Schuyler’s Five O'Clock with Ray English in support. 

Leo Spitz, Universal production , . ° Harry Carroll and Polly Baker, 
exec, entrains into New York to- who occupied second spot at Last 


aie St. John Terrell, who staged tent fell 
, (Wed.) - 
| An My Nw 4 y= theatre idea in Lambertsville, N. J.. Frontier’s Ramona Room on last 


cross-continental trek for the first = San, See huddling — =. a a on ;=_ 
a7 of pen sawrence wab on propose 

. Arthur Gutaster ‘aupeared as a Cole Bros. circus grounds as site Ah Ry Le a4 
London bobby Monday night (14) fF Winter season. They'll be as- porton in “On 4 sro ral” ith lo. 
at the “atmosphere” preem sociated in producing such Schwab 64) cast com vislng fen da’ ty 
“The Fallen Idol” at the Sutton Properties as “New Moon” and» opoccional Seah ¢ —_— 
theatre. Opening benefited the 00d News.” "Lae P re, "Mise 


) Laura La Planche, “Miss Amer- 
—— o_o? —.. , P nd Or ica of 1941,” he for publicity 
rthur L. ayer, former chie rtla pictures at Last Frontier, with 
ef the U. S. Army’s film division | 0 ’ e. 
Burl Ives inked for one-night 
American concert at Auditorium. 


husband, Harry Caplan, producer 
in Germany, addressing the mo-. ; — 
Veterans Committee, tonight Will Osborn orch doing one- ing Iron dinner lampooning foibles 
Skouras was chief guest and reddie Slack, Lawrence Welk fair. Next year will limit attend- 


speaker at a dinner in St. Louis and Les Brown bands played one- ance to 5 and up price from 


Las Vegas 


of radio's “Meet the Missus.” 

tion picture chapter, Press Club's successful Brand- 

(Wed.) on his German experiences. nighters in Pacific Northwest play- of local bigwigs set pattern for 
Twentieth-Fox prez Spyros P. ing colleges and ballrooms. town's most popular annual af- 


yesterday (Tues.) marking the —— here within a week, all $6.75 to $10. 
city’s centennial celebration. suffering because of close book-| Newest developed radio program 
Skouras and his brothers, Charles ing. ion Columbia outlet KLAS is Bill 


week's concert and feted by local 


ety. 
Variety Club dinner dance Nov. 
19 a smash sellout soon after notice | 
_of the Al Jolson p.a. to receive 
| club’s award. 
Loew's Carter Barron and War- 
| ner’s Frank La Falce members of 


| committee in charge of welcoming 


John May- 


'“Battieground” 


Shah of Iran to town tomorrow. 

Helen Hayes made first public 
appearance since her recent be- 
reavement when she was guest of 
honor last week at dinner launch- 
ing annual lio drive. 

Prints of two films, Metro's 
and the British 
“Third Man" reported to be ac- 
companying President Truman on 
his forthcoming junket to Key 


West. 
Barcelona | 


By Joaquina C.. Vidal-Gomis 

Amparito Renkel dancing at the 
Ritz Grill. 

Greta Lynd, Swedish beauty, at 
the Bahia nitery. 

Dancer Cecilia Cifuentes, for- 
merly working at Rambal, sails for 
South Ameriea to work there. 

Borras theatre has a musical 
show, “Pata-Pachin,” starring An- 
topio Amaya, Blanca Negri and 
Mary Santpere. 

Windsor nitery opened with 
Cuban show featuring ballerina 
Nina Verchinina, Rosita Segovia 
and Anibal Navarro. 

Concha Espina’s novel, “Girl 


from Luzmela,” made into a pic ductor of Venezuela 


Hollywood 


Lou Costello recovering from 
surgery. 

Claude Binyon laid up with a 
— —— - 

oey Rardin to nneapolis f 
date at Club 21. - W 





Harry Mines replaced Ken Whit- 
more in Warners flackery. 

Tyrone Power in town after two 
years in Europe and Africa. 

Juano Hernandez in from Puerto 
Rico to discuss deal with Metro. 

David Rose in from Lonéon to 
round up talent for British films. 

Danny Kaye to Toronto for 
world preem of “Inspector Gen- 
eral.” 

Sam Marx left for Havana to 
arrange location spots for Metro's 
“Visa.” 

Paul Harvey celebrated his 50th 
year as an actor and his 40th in 


pictures. 

Louis B. Mayer in town after 
N Y huddles with Nicholas 
Schenck. 


Nat Holt returned from N. Y., 
where he huddled with Spyros 
Skouras. 

Jerry Saffron guest of honor at 
luncheon in Ambassador hotel to 
celebrate 18 years on Film Row. 
William Bendix laid up with laryn- 
gitis, causing a change in shooting 
schedule of Columbia’s ‘’Kill the 
Umpire.” 


ee 


Milan 
By R. F. Hawkins 


Daphne Du Maurier’s “Rebecca” 
at the Excelsior, staged by the So- 
lari-Votpi Co. 

Vittorio De Sica hopes to start 
work on his oft-delayed pic, “Toto 
il Buono,” here soon. 

Milan's ICET studios has single 
pic going, “Capitan Demonio,” 
Carlo Borghesio directing 

“Captain from Castile” 
being released by Union 
opened in five theatres here 

Winter niusical comedy season 
inaugurated with “Castellinaria.” 
starring comedian Ugo Tognazzi, 
at the Lirico. 

“The Outlaw.” released here by 
Lux Film, looks headed for heavy 
grosses at Diana and Eden the- 
atres, big publicity campaign help- 
ing. 

Gerald Palmer's “Ice Revue, 
second ice-show to play Milan in 
month, opened Nov. 5 at the Nu- 
ovo. First, Armand Perren’s “Ice 
Follies,” off to Turin and Genoa 


India 


By N. V. Eswar 

If negotiations jell, “Voice of 
America” will buy air time over 
Radio Ceylon. 

Protesting upped entertainment 
tax rates, theatres in Rangoon and 
Mandalay have shuttered. 

Sohrab Modi's Minevera studios 
in Bombay planning production of 


(20th), 
Film, 


_a Hindi film dealing with the life 


of Queen Rani of Jhansi. 

In view of the higher cost of raw 
stock purchased from the U. S., 
due to devaluation of the rupee, 
the Indian government has grant- 
ed new licenses to import material 
from England. 

Madras government has already 
gone over its anticipated $1,900,000 
in entertainment taxes, with $2.- 
000,000 already realized and an- 
other $100,000 expected before 
the year's end. 


Philadelphia 
By Jerry Gaghan 

Carl Major, WIBG exec, after 
long siege, left Women's College 
hospital Saturday (12). 

Harry Richman is starring for 
Jack Lynch at Latin Casino, with 
an E. Lewis coming in Friday 
( ). 

Joe Milekof. former leader at 
Earle and Tower, conducting 
“High Button Shoes” tab unit now 
on tour. 

Sarah Churchill, her photog-hus- 
band Anthony Beauchamp, and 
Jeffrey Lynn will be feted by the 
Philadelphia Press Assn. at Broad- 
wood (25). : 

Tickets for benefit bouts staged 
by cafeman Frank Palumbo for the 
Deborah Sanitarium, in Brown's 


‘Mills, N. J., were selling at premi- 


um two days before the fights. 

Tickets for Sadler's Wells Ballet 
which played two nights at 
Academy of Music (10-11) drew 
scalpers prices running as high as 
$25. The boys on the sidewalk 
got $8 for $1.30 seats. 


Caracas, Venezuela 


Eileen Farrell at the National 
theatre for a concert. 

George Wong Troupe from New 
York opened in Coney Island 
theatre. . 

Thomas visiting con- 


Mayer 
Symphony 


roduced by Pecsa Films, directed Orchestra. 


by Ricardo Gascon with Maria | 


Rosa Delgado and Jose Juarez as 
stars. | 


Arturo de Cordova here with 
Bolivar Films, starring in the pic 
production, “The Sloop Isabel. 
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OBITUARIES 


SLIE AKERS SLOPER | 
oie Akers Sloper, 66, editor | 
of art, music and theatre news for 
The Christian Science Monitor, | 
died of a heart’ attack in Boston, | 
ov. 13, while — - | 
Opera Company - | 
oeste of I Rossini’s opera, “The 
Turk in Italy,” at the Boston | 
louse. 
a oy in East Pepperell, Mass., | 
Sloper received a Bachelor of Arts | 
degree from Harvard in 1906. He | 
then worked on the editorial staffs 
of various newspapers and maga- 
zines for 11 years me ~~ ne Ss 
ial writer for the. Sureau ¢ 
a sPrmation of the United States 


spartment of Labor. . 
oS joined The Monitor in 1919, 
was made music editor in 1922, 


rv so as literary editor from 
aervene. 1944, and had been art 
and theatre editor since 1929. 

He leaves wife, a son, John T. 
Sloper, who is stage manager for 
“Diamond Lil,” and two daughters, 
Elizabeth Sloper, and Anne Sloper, 
who is assistant press agent for 
the New York company of “Death | 
of a Salesman.” Mrs. Sloper, 
under the name of Margaret 
Lloyd, is dance critic of the Moni- 
tor, and author of the recently 

ublished “The Book of the 


ance.” 





FRANK MINZEY 

Frank Minzey, 70, husband of 
the late Rose Melville, comedienne 
eariy in the century, died at Lake 
George N. Y., Nov. 12. 

He was the leading man in the 
long-run hit of “Sis Hopkins.” 
With Miss Melville in the title role, 
the team played more than 5,000 
performances in this country and 
abroad between 1900 and 1918. 

The 5.000 performances of “Sis 
Hopkins’ was regarded as a record 
jong run for the American stage 
at the time. 

The Minzeys were associated 
with therearly motion picture in- 
dustry, Minzey being an officer 
in the old Kalem company. For 
several years they appeared in 
Biograph and Keystone produc- 


IN MEMORY OF 


WILLIAM RENAUD 


Sept. 15, 1949 
DIN 





tions filmed on Long Island. 

Later. in Hollywood, they ap- 

ared in short films produced by 

illiam Fox, Samuel Goldwyn and 
Carl Laemmle. 

Minzey went on the stage at the 
age of 15 as a juvenile with the 
Castle Square Stock Co., Boston. 
Three years later he went into 
vaudeville. In 1900 he joined the 
“Sis Hopkins’ company. In ad- 
dition to appearing as Miss Mel- 
ville’s leading man, he was her 
manager. 

MME. MARGIT BOKOR 

Mme. Margit Bokor. 44, former 
lyric soprano at the Vienna State 
Opera, died in New York, Nov. 9. 

She came to this country 10 
years ago from Rio de Janeiro 
after a successful career in Europe 
as a singer. 

Upon her arrival in the United 
States she soon was engaged by 
the Chicago and San Francisco 
Operas. She was well received at 
her Town Hall debut recital in 
1941 and early that year received 
a rush call from the Metropolitan 

pera. Rise Stevens was ill and 
could not sing Octavian in “Rosen- 
kavalier” at Philadelphia the next 
day. Mme. Bokcr went on in the 
role. 

Among her achievements in this | 
country were the soprano leads in 
Gustave Kotanyi’s productions of 
Johann Strauss’ “The Bat” at the 

ian Theatre and in that com- 
boser’s “Gypsy Baron” at the Cos- 
Mopolitan Opera House in 1942. 
hat summer she repeated the 
tter at Lewisohn Stadium. She 
Sang the role of the composer 
in the City Center production of 
e auf Naxos” in 1947 and 
Was in demand for benefit per- 
Srmances by Hungarian and Vien- 
musicians. 


OLAF FONSS 

Olaf Fonss, 67, former screen 

rane died of heart ailment in 
nhagen. Nov. 4. 

an. made his debut as a legit 
in ~ at the Dagmar, Copenhagen, 
903. He was one of the best 
jnown Stars of the silent films in 
te at and Germany from 1911 
- His last picture was “I 

ve for You” (“Ich lebe fur dich”), 

oy pg oteete. » 
ies arrived, he 

returned to Denmark and became 
{] ‘ 


"at ‘CG ee at re 








a film censor. For many years he 
also acted as president of the 
Danish actors’ organization, Skues- 
pillerforbundet. In 1946 he op- 
erated the World Cinema. Surviv- 
ing are his wife and iwo sons. 
Palle, a pressagent, and Mogens, 
a film director. 


RAYMOND KERSHAW 
Raymond Kershaw, 79, Winnipeg 


theatre owner, died Nov. 8 at Vic- 
toria, B. C. 

Born in Ceylon, Kershaw came 
|to Canada in 1888. settling at Rat 
| Portage, Ont. ‘now Kenora). as a 
farmer He came te Winnineg in 
1904, and in 1909 opened a bow! 


ing alley and billiard room 
Kershaw became interested in 

moving pictures in 1913 He op 

erated the Wonderland. Osborne 


and Tivoli theatres until 1936 when 


he disposed of his interests to 
Famous Players 
Survived by his son. Frank. also 


widely known as a theatre operator 


in Winnipeg and threughout the 
West. 
WILLIAM M. SEABURY 
William Marston Seabury. 70 
retired attorney, died in New York. 


Nov. 8. He was brother of Judge 
Samuel Seabury 

A former general counsel of the 
Motion Picture Board of Trade and 
the National Association of the 
Motion Picture Industry, Seabury 
attended congresses and other 
meetinoes_oaf the industry's leaders 
in this and other countries. and 
was the author of the books “The 
Public and the Motion Picture In- 


dustry.” and “Motion Picture 
Problems.’ 
Besides his brother, he leaves 


his wife, three daughters and two 
sisters. 


JACK MURRAY 

Jack Murray, 43, radio producer 
dred Nov. 11 in Toronto. He was 
owner producer of ‘Treasure 
Trail,” an early Canadian networks 
quizzer now in its Ilith season. In 
1940, he formed Jack Murray Pro- 
ductions Ltd. and had several pro- 
gram series under his supervision 
when he died 

Murray joined 
in 1930 as a sports 
1933 he became commercial man- 
ager of CFCO. Chatham: three 
years later he became radio direc 
tor of the Tandy Advertising 
Agency. Toronto 

Survived by wife and son. 


CKCL, Toronto 
announcer, In 


LIONEL HOUSER 
Lionel Houser, 41, writer-produc- 


er, died in Hollywood Nov. 12 after 
a heart attack 

Houser recently produced and 
scripted “Cargo to Capetown’ at 
Columbia 


Other films he scripted include 
“Third Finger, Left hand,” “Design 
for Scandal.” “A Yank at Eton.” 


“Three Hearts for Julia,” ““Christ- 


mas in Connecticut” and “Blind 
Spot.” He also wrote three novels, 
“Lake of Fire.” “Caress and Fare- 
well” and “Smart Girl.” Survived 
by wife, daughter and two broth- 
ers, 


BILLY BASKETTE 
Billy Baskette, 64, composer- 
pianist, died Nov. 9 in Hollywood 
after a long illness Among his 
compositions were “Goodbve 
Broadway, Hello France” and 
“Waiting for the Evening Mail.” 


Other songs of which Baskette 
was the composer were “Hawaiian 
Butterfly,” “Dream Train.” © Talk- 


ing to the Moon.” “Tell the Rose,” 
“The Perfect Dream,” “Journey's 
End,” “Forever and Ever,’ “That's 
When I Learned to Love You,” 
“Carolina Lullaby” and ~“Whistlin’ 


Jo2 from Kokomo.” 


DR. L. WALLERSTEIN 

Dr. L. Wallerstein, 68, former 
chief siage director of the Vienna 
State Opera and Salzburg Festi- 
vals and more recently a stage di- 
rector for the Metropolitan Opera, 
died of a heart attack in Now Or- 
leans Nov. 14. 

Wallerstein came to America in 
1941 as a refugee from Nazi ter- 
rorism and soon after became as- 
sociated with the Met Opera where 
he worked from 1941 to 1946. 

He is survived by his wife, 
Maria Wallerstein, an opera sing- 
er, and a sister 


LOUIS V. ROUSSEAU 

Louis V. Rousseau. French tenor, 
died in Chicago, Nov. 8 For 30 
years before coming to the U. 5. 
he was leading tenor of L’Opera 
Comique of Paris. He was a voice 
professor at American Conserva- 
tory of Music since 1932. 
Rusvived by wife. 


JOHN BOYLAN 
John Boylan, 42, one of the 
founders of the Radio Writers 
Guild, died of a beart ailment Noy. 


‘ 
6 in Burbank, Cal. For eight years | 
he had been a writer on the radio | 


staff of the*Paramount publicity | 
department. Prior to that he wrote | 
and produced airshows for NBC 


_and KFI. 


During the war he produced 
radio programs for the Red Cross 
and was a member of the board 
of directors of the Hollywood Can- 
teen. 


MRS. JENNIE WINCHELL 


Mrs. Jennie Winchell, 77 
mother of Walter Winchell, N. \ 
Mirror columnist, fell to her 
death from the 10th floor of 


the Doctor's hospital in New York. 


Nov. 14. She had been under 
treatment for a heart ailment at 
the hospital since Oct. 25. Win- 


chell, who was in Florida 
diately entrained for N. Y 
Another son, Al. also survives 


linime- 





GARRETT H. LEVERTON 
Garrett H Leverton, 52. an 
tor of the Samuel French Play Co 
died in New York, Nov. 11 
Leverton formerly was head of 
the drama department at North- 
western University, and also con- 
ducted drama courses at Columbia 
University. He was the author of 
several books and 


edi 





edited numer- 

ous dramatic works. 

GUY FAUL 

Guy Faul, founder and former 
part owner of the Lyric theatre 
and editor of the Times, Winches 
ter, lll., died of a heart ailment 
in Jacksonville, Ill., Nov. 2 He 


had been connected with the news- 
paper 56 years. Last May he sold 
his interest in the theatre to his 
partner, Paul E. Stehman 


GEORGE F. LAPIERRE 

George F. Lapierre, 75, pioneer 
film exhibitor, died in Laconia, 
N. H., Nov. 7. 

He was a native of Laconia and 
for a number of years ran film 
shows in the old Knights of Co- 
lumbus hall in that city 

Survived by wife, eight sons and 
four daughters. 


JOHN C. MACAULEY 


John C. Macauley, 62. manager 
of the Ridge theatre, Philadelphia 
died there last week. He was a 
charter member of the Catholic 
War Veterans and a member of the 
American Legion. 

Wife and two daughters survive 





’ FINIS FOX 
Finis Fox, 65, scenario writer in 
the old days on the Metropolitan 


lot. died Nov. 7 in San Antonio 
rexas. Survived by wife. Conchita. 
and brother, Wallace Fox, pro- 


ducer-director. 





L. A. HUFFORD 
L. A. Hufford, 42, manager of the 
Gage theatre, died Nov. 11 in 
Huntington Park, Cal., following 
a heart attack as he was closing 
the drive-in for the night. 


ORMAND DOWNS 
Ormand Downs, 45, drummer 
with several bands and radio or- 
~hestras, died Nov. 5 in Hollywood. 





He leaves wife and an infant 
daughter. 
Mother, 68, of Robert Strauss, 


actor currently appearing in ‘De- 
tective Story” (Hudson. N. Y.). died 
in New York, Nov. 9. She was the 
widow of Samuel Strauss. theatri- 
cal costumer. In addition to son, 
three daughters also survive. 





Widow, 69, of Charles M Kap- 
lan, former WIP executive and the 
mother-in-law of Isaac D. Levy. 
former chairman of the board of 
WCAU, died Nov. 8 in Philadel- 
phia. 

Two daughters survive. 





Father-in-law, 78. of Harry K 
McWilliams, Columbia Pictures’ 
exploitation manager, died in New 
York, Nov. 7. 





Wife of Arthur LaPlante. assist- 
ant manager and St. Louis city 
salesman for Columbia pictures, 
died in St. Louis, Oct. 30. 








Sherry Ogden Clark, 22. daugh- 
ter of Cliff Clark. film character 
actor, died Nov. 10 in Hollywood. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Dick Peterson. 
daughter, Culver City, Nov. 8 
Father is a bandleader. 

Mr. and Mrs. Leo Simon. son. 
Hollywood, Nov. 7. Father is a 
film flack, 

Mr. and Mrs. Don Tragesser. 


son, Pittsburgh, Nov. 5. Father's 
a free-lance radio producer 

Mr. and Mrs. Stuart Stevenson, 
son, Hollywood, Nov. 9. Father is 
a prop man at Columbia. 

Mr. and Mrs. Lou Kleinman, son 
New York, Nov. 12 Father is 
special material writer currently 
doing radio broadcasts for N. Y 
Board of Education 

Mr. and Mrs. Jackie 
daughter, New York. Nov 
Father is a nitery comedian. 


‘ 


Miles 
lI 





Video Outpacing 


sources, are tailing the movement.” 
Video needs more smaller ad- 
vertisers to sample the medium, 
Woods said. Pal Razors, which fol- 
lowed Times’ “Crusade in Europe” 
with a five-minute show, found it 
successful. He indica.ed that Pal 
will probably return to ABC-TV 
when “Crusade” comes back in 
January as a co-op. 
for TV's overextending 
according to the network 
prexy that it was built at a 
much faster pace than radio and 
that it never had a crystal set era 
P< 


with 


Reason 
it self 


1s 


In radio’s nioneer days of the 
could be launched 
film and Broadway 
cuffo appearances, listeners 
could build receivers for a few 
lars, operating costs were low, and 
growth relatively slow. By contrast 
rV is a blue chip game with heavy 
capitalization and high overhead 
Woods said 


a Station 
$5.000 stars 
nade 


ado 


of the high costs. he 
added, that of coaxial cables 
If a cable is installed, the webs 
have to bear the cost—whether or 
not they have the business to 
warrant it. American Telephone & 
Telegraph is not gambling, Woods 
said, which makes it uneconomical 
for the telecasters. “We should be 
able to buy cable time as we need 


Typical 


1s 


ed,” he declared. 

Programwise, he believes TV has 
spread itself too thin. He feeis 
ihat It IS not economically pos 
sibie for a network to have seven 
great nights a week and that ABC 
TV's cutback to five nights will 
allow for better stanzas. 

Fluctuations in programming 


and investment are all incidental 
to TV’s continued building, Woods 
said. He's optimistic about the fu 
ture and feels that in five years 
the medium will be as firmly 
tablished, accepted and measured 
as AM, newspapers and magazines 


es 





- Films-Radio 
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such the foreign field 


fields 
We also hope for liaison with the 
press.” 

Film 
in addition to Johnston, comprised 
John O'Connor and Maurice Berg 


as 


industry brass attending 


man, for Universal: Robert 
Mochrie and S. Barret McCormick 
for RKO; Theodore Black, Repub 
lic; Y. Frank Freeman, Paramount 
Louis K. Sidney, Metro studio 
Mort Blumenstock, Warners: Al 
Lichtman and Charles Einfeld 
20th-Fox; Earl W. Harris, presi 
dent of Educational Films Corp 
Herman Robbins, National Screen 
Service; Ray Bell, Columbia; and 
for the MPAA, in addition to 
Johnston, there were Joyce 
O'Hara, Sidney Schreiber, Jack 
Bryson, Eddie Cheyfitz, Kenneth 
Clark and Manning Clagett 

In addition to Justin- Miller 
president of the NAB, and mem- 


bers of his staff, the following 
members of the NAB board were 
present: Harry M. Bitner, In- 


dianapolis; Kenyon Brown, Wichita 
Falls, Tex.; Charles C. Caley 
Peoria; George D. Coleman. Scran 
ton: Robert D. Enoch, Oklahoma 
City: Harold E. Fellows, Boston 
Frank U. Fletcher, Arlington, Va; 
Michael R. Hanna, Ithaca; Car! 
Haverlin, New York; Merrill Lind- 
say, Decatur, Ill; Clair MeCul- 
lough, Lancaster, Pa.; Gilmore 
Nunn, Lexington, Ky.; William B 
Quarton, Cedar Rapids; Clyde W 
Rembert, Dallas; Harry W. Slavick. 
Memphis; Harry R. Spence, Aber- 
deen, Wash.; Hugh B. Terry, Den- 
ver; Allen M. Woodall, Columbus. 
Ga.; John S. Meagher, Mankato. 
Minn.; Glen Shaw, Oakland, Cal 
and Calvin J. Smith, Los Angeles 


CBS’ Showcase 


Continued from page 1 = 














usual squeamishness where prod- 
ucts conflicts are entailed. 


The Sunday night 6:30 “Our 
Miss Brooks,” for example, is spon- 
sored by Colgate. While it's all 
very well to carry on through 
Benny at 7, Amos 'n’ Andy at 7 30. 
and Edgar Bergen at 8, it would 
nave to end there, since the Ked 
Skelton 8:30 show is sponsored by 
the rival Procter & Gamble outfit 
Same thing applies to Benny's 
Lucky Strike sponsor running into 
a conflict with the 9:30 Horace 
Heidt program, bankroiled by 
Philip Morris... 


| MARRIAGES 


Carol Stevens to Sherry Shrouds, 
Las Vegas, Nov. 5. Bride is secre- 
tary to Alfred Hitchcock; he’s an 
assistant director at Warners. 

Maxine Hamilton to Martin 
Weissner, Victorville, Cal., Nov. 13. 
Bride is a pressagent, he’s a corin- 
poser-pianist. 

Mabel E. Ringling to Russell A. 
Anderson, Great Falls, Mont., Nov 
12. Bride is the granddaughter of 
the late Albert T. Ringling. one 
of the founders of Ringling Bros. 
circus. 


Joan Harris to Bob Markell, 
New York, Nov. 4. Bride is a ra- 
dio actress: he’s a scene designer 

Barbara Ann Trelease to Con- 


stantine Soloyanis, New York. Nov. 
13. Bride is in the current Broad- 
way production of “Touch and Go”; 


he’s assistant to N. Y. News colum- 
nist Danton Walker 

Edith Lowe to Mike Gross, New 
York, Nov. 12. Bride is an actress 


he's-pressagent with National Pub- 


licity Associates. 

Anastasia Sadowsky to Terrence 
Anderson, Pittsburgh, Nov 12. 
He's stage manager of “Anne of 
the Thousand Days” and son of 
plavright Maxwell Anderson. 

Darrylin Zanuck to Rebert L. 
Jacks, Covington, Ky., Nov. 6. 


Bride is the daughter of Zarryl F 
Zanuck, 20th-Fox veepee in charge 
of production. 





| Legit Bankrollers 
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management share: Under the 
proposed terms of the corporative 
the common. shareholders 
would have paid $1,000,000 for the 
stock entitling them to 
dividend, the management 


shareholders would have paid only 


setup 
the 75‘; 
while 


$2.000 for the stock paying the re- 
maining 25°. 

Brokers who dispose of the 2- 
000.000 common stock 


vill get a commission of 10c¢ per 
share. or $200,000 of the $1,000,000 


shares of 


list price. The management stock 
il! be offered to brokers at the 
rate of 10 management shares for 
100 shares of common they sell 
besides the 300,000 management 
shares to be sold at 12'ec per 
share Proceeds of the stock sale 
will be used for working capital, 


the registration papers declare 

An added gimmick of the scheme 
the proposed formation of a 
Front Row Club, open to the first 
100 purchasers of 2,000 common 
shares at 50c per share, entitling 
the holders to “such preferential! 
treatment as can be legally extend- 
ed and such other accommodations 
as can be given for securing tickets 
for New York productions in gen- 
eral and in particular for road- 
shows in which Broadway Angels, 
Inc., is interested as investor-pro- 
ducer.” The board of directors 
also retains the right to give “hon- 


is 


orary memberships” in the Front 
Row Club. 
The registration papers state 


that Broadway Angels, Inc., is in- 
tended to give an opportunity for 
investment in “theatrical and al- 
lied fields which is generally lim- 
ited to persons with substantial 
capital or income.” 

It adds that the company’s in- 
vestments “will be devoted to pro- 
ducing and backing Broadway 
shows and enterprises in allied 
fields of entertainment,” including 
vaudeville, concert, opera, films, 
radio programs and _ television 
shows, and that the firm “will util- 
ize professional advisors to assist 
the management in selecting and 
producing shows, etc., in which 
the stockholders’ money will be 
placed.” 

Besides its investment and pro- 
duction activities, the company 
may “engage in the distribution of 
tickets, either to its own stockhold- 
ers, to the general public, or both, 
and act as agent for actors, 
authors, playwrights, composers, 
directors or others engaged in the 
entertainment field, and may own 
and acquire properties and rights 
in these fields.” 

The registration statement iden- 
tified Garland as general manager 
for the last five years of Musie 
Guild. Inc., and the Public Service 
Holding Corp., as well as author 
of a book, “Popular Song Writing 
Methods.” Devlin is described as 
a Wall Street broker. Blair is 
listed as associated with American 
Decorators, Inc. Leining, an ex- 
publisher is identified as a real 
estate man. Jacques, the remain- 
ing director. is with Ziv television 
company and was formerly with 
NBC film television. . 


| 
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Current Release 


“CHARLEY MY BOY” 


and 


“SHAME ON YOU” 


RCA-Victor No. 20-3591 (47-3090) 


On 45 rpm and 78 rpm 


LISA KIRK, creator of the thrill- 
ing “Bianca” in Cole Porter's 
“KISS ME, KATE,” currently 
stopping shows at the Century 
in New York City with “Always 
True to You Darling in My Fash- 
ion,’ and “Why Can’t You Be- 
have.’’* 

« 


Lisa Kirk introduced “The Gentle- 
man Is a Dope’’* in Rodgers and 
Hammerstein's “Allegro.” 

. 


Starred at the Copacabana and 
Versailles. 

® 

*Hear LISA KIRK sing these songs 


in the Columbia "KISS ME, KATE" 
Album and the RCA Victor Album. 


Direction—WM. MORRIS AGENCY 














Se ie 





Mi 


Holls 
chase 
to B 
in th 
prod 
film 
Six s 
or ¢ 
in en 
privil 


A 
Holly 
swing 
cers 
film 
price’ 
every 
dios « 
their 
the 4 
ceive 

The 
point 
this 
wasn’ 
to be 
were 
it pr 
mone 
pullir 
hole. 

No 
scree 
legit 
relegi 
coin 
centri 


’ 
NY: 

Nat 
the 
launc 
kines 
Berle 
aired 
week, 
cess s 
time | 
the ¢ 
where 
office. 
aco re 
the ki 

Res 
Berle’ 


fans. 
ed in 





